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About Burr-Brown 

Burr-Brown Corporation is an international leader 
in the design and manufacture of precision mi
crocircuits and microelectronic-based systems for 
use in data acquisition, signal conditioning, and . 
control applications throughout the world. 

The Company's products range from precision 
linear integrated circuits to data collection systems 
and personal computer instrumentation. The 
Company's integrated circuit components are 
used in analog and digital signal processing 
applications found in medical and scientific instru
mentation, facto,y automation, automatic test 
equipment process control, and consumer prod
ucts such as electronic musical instruments and 
professional audio equipment. 

Company Facts 

• Founded in I 956. 

• Corporate headquarters: Tucson, Arizona. 

• 1404 employees. 

• I 000+ products. 

• Manufacturing and technical facilities in: Tuc
son, Arizona; Atsugi, Japan; Livingston, Scot
land. 

• IO North American direct sales offices, I 30 
sales representatives and distributors in I 80+ 
locations. 

• International sales and distribution subsidiaries 
in Austria, France, Germany, ltao/, Japan, the 
Netherlands, Switzerland, and the United King
dom; 26 sales representatives throughout the 
rest of the world. 

• Over 200 sales and service staff worfdwide. 
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Burr-Brown Receives 
1SO9001 Certification in U.S. and Europe 

In September I 993, Burr-Brown Corporation re
ceived ISO900 I certification in the United States 
and Europe, simultaneouso/. In the United States, 
registration is recognized through the AT&T Qual
ity Registrar by the Registration Accreditation Board 
(RAB). Certification is accepted through the Elec
tronics Industries Quality Registrar by the Dutch 
Registration Board (RCV) in Europe. 

ISO900 I is the international standard for assessing 
the quality systems of companies that design, 
manufacture, and test products. Adopted by 91 
member countries, it's the international quality 
standard for manufacturing, trade, and communi
cations industries. Certification indicates that a 
formal quality system exists for all processes and 
that these processes are audited on a timeo/ basis. 
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DYNAMIC TESTS FOR AID CONVERTER PERFORMANCE 

This article describes useful theory and techniques for evalu
ating the dynamic performance of AID converters. Four 
techniques are discussed: (1) beat frequency, (2) histogram 
analysis, (3) sine wave curve fitting, and (4) discrete finite 
Fourier transf onn. 

The key to confidence in the quality of a waveform recorder 
is assurance that the analog-to-digital converter (ADC) en
codes the signal without degrading iL Dynamic tests that 
cover the frequency range over which the converter is 
expected to operate can provide that assurance. The results 
of the dynamic tests give the user a model of resolution 
versus frequency for the recorder. More elaborate models of 
failure mechanisms can be obtained by varying the condi
tions of the tests. 
All of the dynamic tests used for the 5180A Waveform 
Recorder use sine waves as stimulus. Sine waves were 
chosen primarily because they are the easiest to generate in 
practice at the frequencies of interest with adequate fidelity. 
While it may be possible to generate a square wave, for 
example, whose function is known to the 10-bit resolution of 
the 5180A, no square wave generators exist that can guaran
tee the same waveshape to 10-bit resolution at 10MHz from 
unit to unit Another motivation for choosing a sine wave 
stimulus is the simple mathematical model a sine function 
provides for analysis. This benefit greatly simplifies the 
algoritlum used for data analysis. 

Four dynamic tests for waveform recorder characterizations 
are presented here: beat frequency testing<I) histogram analy
sis <2> sine wave curve fitting,<3.4> and discrete finite Fourier 
transfonn.<'> The last three tests operate in the same way. A 
sine wave source is supplied to the waveform recorder and 
one or more records of data are taken. A computer is then 
used to analyi.e the data. The tests differ primarily in the 
analysis algorithms and consequently in the sort of eIIOrs 
brought to light Critical to the success of these tests is the 
purity of the sine wave source. Synthesized sources are 
necessary to provide the short-term and long-term stability 
required by the dynamic range of the ADC. Passive filters (a 
six-pole elliptical filter is used for 5180A tests) are required 
to eliminate hannonic distortion from the source. 

These tests provide the most stressful conditions for the 
ADC with the input signal amplitude at full scale. Generally 
speaking, nonlinear effects increase more quickly than the 
signal level increases because of the nonideal large-signal 
DC behavior of the ADC components and the higher slew 
rates large amplitudes imply. 

BEAT FREQUENCY TESTING 
The beat frequency and envelope tests are qualitative tests 
that provide a quick, simple visual demonstration of ADC 
dynamic failures. An input frequency is selected tha\ pro
vides worst-case range changes and maximal input slew 
rates that' the ADC is expected to see in use. The output is 
then vie'w'.ed on a display in real time. ' 

HP3320A 
Synthoslzor 

WavoformRoc:ordot 
UndorTest 

DAC 

nmoBaao 
f, 

.......:af,_+_M __ _, Input 

FIGURE 1. Beat Frequency Test Setup. 

!JI 

'•~ fs - - -

FIGURE 2. When the Input Frequency is Close to the Sample 
Rate f5, the Encoded Result is Aliased to the 
Difference or Beat Frequency, M. 

The name ''beat frequency" describes the reasoning behind 
the test. The input sinusoid is chosen to be a umltiple of the 
sample frequency plus a small incremental frequency (Fig-:
ure 1). Successive samples of the waveform step slowly 
through the sine wave as a function of the small difference 
or beat frequ~cy (Figure 2). Ideally, the· multiplicative 
properties of sampling would yield a sine wave of the beat 
frequency displayed on d,le waveform recorder's CRT. Er
rors can be,seen as deviations from a smooth sine function. 
Missing codes, for example, appear as local discontinuities 
in the sine wave. The oversi7.e codes that accompany miss
ing codes are seen as widening in the individual codes 
appearing on the sine wave. By choosing an arbitrarily low 
beat frequency, a slow accurate DAC may be used for 
viewing the test outpuL For best results, the upper limit on 
the beat frequency choice is set by the speed with which the 
beat frequency walks through the codes. It is desirable to 
have one or more successive samples at each code. This 
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alleviates the settling constraint on the DAC and ensures that 
the display covers all possible code failures. For a 20MHz 
sample rate and a 10-bit ADC, this implies a 3kHz maxi
mum beat frequency for a minimum of one sample per code 
bin. 

Although the usual input frequency for a beat frequency test 
is near the sample rate, the analog bandwidth of the ADC 
may be measured by setting the carrier to a number of 
different multiples of the sample rate. The band limit is 
observed as a rolloff in amplitude as the carrier frequency is 
increased. 
The envelope test differs from the beat frequency test in the 
choice of input frequency that the ADC encodes. Instead of 
a multiple ·or the sample frequency, an input frequency near 
one-half the sample rate is used. Now the ideal output is two 
out-of-phase sine waves at the beat frequency (Figure 3). 
This means that successive samples can be at the extreme 
ends of the ADC range, which is useful for examining slew 
problems that might not appear when successive samples are 
at adjacent codes. To avoid placing the same stress on the 
DAC used for display, a bank of D flip-flops removes every 
other sample before the data arrives at the DAC. Thus only 
one phase of the beat frequency remains. 

M ·--~ fs~ 

M 

FIGURE 3. When the Input Frequency is Near One-half the 
Sample Rate, the Envelope of the Difference 
Frequency Results. 

Figure 4 shows S 180A beat frequency test results for a 
10.0031MHz input sine wave sampled at 10MHz. For com
parison, Figure S shows a 10.0031MHz sine wave being 
sampled at 10MHz by a commercially available 8-bit, 20MHz 
ADC. 

FIGURE 4. A Beat Frequency Display Produced by the 
S180A WavefonnRecorderwitha 10.0031MHz 
Input Frequency and a 10MHz Sample Rate. 
The smooth sine wave indicates freedom from 
dynamic errors. 

2 

FIGURE S. A Beat Frequency Display for a Commercially 
Available lOMHz,8-BitADC with a 10.0031MHz 
Input 

HISTOGRAM TESTING 
A sine-wave-based histogram test provides both a localized 
error description and some global descriptions of the ADC. 
Usin$ the histogram test, it is possible to obtain the differ
ential nonlinearity of the ADC, to see whether any missing 
codes exist at the test frequency, and to get a measure of gain 
and offset at the test frequency. Of the sine-wave-based tests 
presented here, .the histogram test yields the best information 
about individual code bin size at an arbittary frequency. 

A statistically significant number of samples of the input 
sinusoid are taken and stored as a record (Figure 6). The 
frequency of code occurrence in the record is then plotted as 
a function of code. For an ideal ADC, the shape of the plot 
would be the probability density function (PDF) of a sine 
wave (Figure 7) provided that the input and sample frequen
cies are relatively independent The PDF of a sine wave is 
given by: 

FuU-scaJo Sine Wave 

98034A 
HP·IB I P~r l .. •H•P•·IB-• Interface 

HP9825 
Controller 

FIGURE 6. Setup for Histogram TesL 
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FIGURE 7. Sine Wave Probability Density Function. 

Where A is the sine wave amplitude and V is the indepen
dent variable (voltage). For a real ADC, fewer than the 
expected number of occurrences for a given code bin indi
cates that the effective code bin width is smaller than ideal 
at the input frequency.<1> No occurrences indicate that the 
code bin width is zero for that inpuL A greater-than-ex
pected number of occurrences implies a larger-than-ideal 
code bin width. 

What is a statistically significant number of samples? •We 
can determine significance from probability theory. For a 
given input PDF and record size, each bin of an ideal ADC 
has an expected number of occurrences and a standard 
deviation around that expectation. The confidence that the 
number of occurrences is close to the expectation is equal to 
the probability that the occurrences fall within the appropri
ate number of standard deviations. The ratio of the standard 
deviation to the expectation (and thus the error for: a given 
confidence) decreases with more samples. To get the confi
dence for the entire range, the probabilities for all codes 
lying within the desired error are multiplied together. 

For an ideal 10-bit ADC, 100,000 samples would give us a 
12% confidence that the peak deviation from the input PDF 
is less than 0.3LSB and a 99.9% confidence that the peak 
deviation is less than 05LSB. The notion of confidence 
relies on the input's being a random process. We can model 
the sine wave input as random process only if the input and 
sample frequencies are relatively independenL 

The specification of greatest interest that can be calculated 
using the histogram test is differential nonlinearity. Differ
ential nonlinearity is a measure of how each code bin varies 
in size with respect to the ideal: 

NOTE: (1) Hlatogram teatlng can be thought of aa a proc:esa of sampling and 
digitizing tho Input algnal and oottlng tho dlgltlzod samples Into bina. Each bin 
ropn,senta a slnglo output oodo and collocta samples whose valuoa fall In a 
apocllc range. Tho numbor of occurroncoa or samples colloctad In oach bin 
varioa aCCORling to tho Input signal. If N la tho number of ADC bits, thoro aro 
2" bins. ldoally, If B la !ho fuU-ecalo range of !ho ADC i'1 volts, oach bin 
conosponds to a rango of aamplo slzoa covorlng B12" volts. In a real ADC, tho 
blna may nd all havo tho samo width. 

Differential Nonlinearity actual P ( nth code) 
ideal P ( nth code) 

Where actual P(nth code) is the measured probability of 
occurrence for code bin n, and ideal P(nth code) is the ideal 
probability of occurrence for code bin n. The code bin 
number n goes from 1 to 2N, where N is the number of ADC 
bits. Using the probability of occurrence eliminates depen
dence on the number of samples taken. To calculate the 
probability for each code in the actual data record the 
number of occurrences. for each code is divided by the 
number of samples in the record. The ideal probability of 
occurrence is what an ideal ADC would generate with a sine 
wave inpuL For each code bin, this is the integral of the 
probability density fwiction of a sine wave over the bin: 

P(n)::1 ,!_sin-I~ -sin-I - -[ (
Bt'n-zN-1\) (s(n I zN-1))] 

,r AZ AZR 

Where n is the code bin number, Bis the full-scale range of 
the ADC, and N is the number of ADC bits. To avoid large 
differences in code probability caused by the sinusoid cusp, 
a sine wave amplitude A is chosen that slightly overdrives 
the ADC. 

A judicious choice of frequency for the input sinusoid in this 
test is necessary for realistic test results. An input frequency 
that is a submultiple of the sample frequency violates the 
relative independence criterion and will result in sampling of 
the same few codes each input cycle. Using an input fre
quency that bas a large common divisor with the sample 
frequency generates similar problems since the codes repeat 
after each cycle of the divisor frequency. Ideally, the period 
of the greatest common divisor should be as long as the 
record length. 

A S 180A histogram is shown in Figure 8 for an input sine 
wave at 9.85MHz. For comparison, Figure 9 shows data 
from a conunercially available, 8-bit 20MHz ADC for an 
input sine wave at 9.85MHz, while Figure 10 shows data 
from an 8-bit, 100MHz ADC taken at 9;ssMHz. 

I 
c5 

I 
0 Output Codo . 1023 

FIGURE 8. A 100,000-sample Histogram for a 5180A with 
a 9.85MHz Sine Wave lnpuL All Discontinuities 
are Less Than lLSB. 

3 



Jor Immediate Assistance, Contact Your Local Salesperson 

0 
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FIGURE 9. A ·100,000-sample Histogram Plot·for a Com
mercially Available 20MHz, 8-bit ADC with a 
9.85MHz Input Large differential nonlinearities 
and numerous missing codes are apparent 

J 
'15 

I 
OutputCodo 

226 
Mblllng Codos 

FIGURE 10. A IQO,OOO~sample Histogram Plot_ for a 
100MHz, 8-bit ADC with a 9.85MHz Input 
Sampled at 20MHz. Extremely large differen
tial nonlinearities and numerous missing codes 
are· apparent · · · 

CURVE FITTING 
The curve-fit test is a global desaiption of the ADC. This 
means that the errors measured by the test are averaged to 
give a. general measurement of the ADC transfer function~ 
The result of this test is .a figure of merit called the nwµbe~ 
of effective bits for the ADC. The effective bit number is a 
general measure of how much an ADC' s nonlinearity bas 
impaired its usefulness at a given· frequency. · 

The number of effective bits is obtained by analyzing a 
record of data taken from a sine wave source (Figure 11). 
The analysis consists of generating a sine wave in software 
.that is a best fit to the data record. Any difference between 
the data record and the best-fit sine wave is assumed to be 
error (Figure 12). The standard deviation of the error thus 
calculated is compared to the error an ideal ADC of the same 
number of bits might generate. ff the error exceeds the ideal~ 
the number of effective bits. exhibited by the ADC is less 
than the number of bits it digitizes. Errors that cause degra.: 
dation in this test are nonlinear-effects such as hannonic 
distortion, noise, and aperture uncertainty. Gain, offset, and 
phase errors·do not affect the results since they are ignored 
by the curve-fit process. 

4 

Low-Pass Filer 

b_ ,_ 

HP9825A 
Controller 

HP-!B 

5180A · 
Wavofonn Recorder 

Input 

FIGURE 11. Setup for the Curve-fit Test and the Discrete 
Finite Fourier Transform (DFf) Test 

Effective Bila a 8.51 
Cal Ampllludo 0.81 
Cai.' Froquoncy 9850320.9 
Cal Plwio -94.95 

FIGURE 12. The First 20 Points of the Curve-fit Data Record 
· and the Error Residue from a Fitted Sine Wave. 

The number of effective bits is computed using expressions 
for average errors as follows: · 

· Effective bi~= N - Iog2 (~:: nos error) 
1 rmserror 

where N is the. number of ADC bits. The ideal nos error is 
not actually computed for .the input waveform, but is as
sumed 19 be the quantization noise exhibited by an ideal 
ADC with a uniform-probability-density (UPD) input such 
as a perfect triangle wave. )'he ideal error is found from the 
expectation of squared error for a rectangular distribution. A 
rectangular distribution is used since that represents a UPD 
taken over an ideal code bin; The result thus obtained is: 

· Ideal rms error= Q ":Jr[ 
where Q is the ideal code bin width. Although the input sine 
wave is not a UPD function, the UPD assumption is still 
valid since it is locally applied over each code bin. The 
deviation froin a UPD over·each code bin is verys~. so 
the errors in using sine waves to approximate UPD inputs 
are negligible. 

The actual rms error is simply the square root of the sum of 
the squared errors of the data points from the fitted sine 
wave. The actual rms error is given by: · 
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m 2 

E= ~Jxt -Acos{ootk +.P)-c] (1) 

where E is the actual rms error, Xt and " are the data points, 
m is the number of data points in the record, and the fitted 
sine wave parameters are amplitude A, frequency ro, phase 
P, and offset C. 

Equation 1 is also used to find the best-fit sine wave by 
minimizing the error E. The error is minimized by adjusting 
the fit parameters: frequency, phase, gain, and offseL This is 
done by taking the partial derivative ofE in Equation 1 with 
respect to each of the four parameters. The error miniumm 
occurs when all of the derivatives are equal to zero. This 
gives the four s~ltaneous equations: 

Ixtcos{Clltt +P)=AI,cos 1 {ootk +P)+c'i~s(Clltt +P) 
t=l k .. l k::11 

(2) 

I Xt = A Icos{ootk + P)+nC 
kal . k .. J · (3) 

Ixttt sin{mtt + P) = 
t .. 1 

m . m 
A l:tt cos(cotk + P)sin(Clltt + P)+c l:tt sin(Clllt + P) 

kal · k=I 
(4) 

Ixtsin(mtt +P)= 
k=I -

A Icos(cot1c + P)sin(cott + P)+C I,sin(mtt + P) 
kal . . kal (5) 

Equations 2 and 3 result from gain and offset adjustments. 
These are substituted into the other two equations, 4 and 5, 
giving two nonlinear equations: · 

I(xt -x)t1tsin(oot1c + P) I, [cos(mt1c + P)-i]t1c sin(mt1c + P) 
kal -.=:lc==::l _________ _ 

I(xt - x)cos(cot" + P) I, [cos(cott + P)-i]cos(Cllt1c + P) 
kal Ital 

(6) 

I. [cos(cott +P)-i]sin(mt1c +P) 
k=l 

I.(xt -x)cos(cot" + P) 
k=l 

I [cos(cot" + P)-a]cos(cott + P) 
kal 

(7) 

Where a= I.cos(cotk + P) 
kal 

These are solved iteratively to give values for the param
eters. The difference between the right and left sides of 
Equation 6 is def med as error parameter R and the difference 
between the right and left sides of Equation 7 is defmed as 
error parameter S. An approximation algorithm using a first
order Taylor series expansion drives R and S to zero. This 
approximation algorithm requires an initial guess for fre
quency and phase close to the solution to ensure conver-
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gence to the best-fit sine wave. For frequency, the frequency 
of the generator output in Figure 11 is used as a guess. For 
phase, a guess is based on an examination of the data record 
by a software routine. 
Although the result of this process is a single figure of merit. 
some enlightenment can be gained about the error compo
nents in the ADC by varying the test conditions. White noise 
produces the same degradation regardless of input frequency 
or amplitude. That is, the error term in Equation 1 is 
independent of test conditions for this sort of error. Another 
way of identifying noise in this test is by the randoumess in 
the error residue, or the difference between the best-fit sine 
wave and the data taken. 

Aperture uncertainty is identifiable because it generates an 
error that is a function of input slew rate. When this is the 
dominant error causing a low number of effective bits, the 
number of effective bits will vary linearly with both input 
frequency and amplitude. If ~e input waveform is sampled 
only at points of constant slew rate, such as zero crossings, 
then the aperture uncertainty corresponds to the amount that 
the effective bits decline as a function of slew rate. 

Hannonic distortion is usually a nonlinear function of ampli
tude and frequency.· Its distinguishing characteristic is the 
presence of the harmonics (or aliased harmonics if the 
fundamental is close to the Nyquist frequency) in the error 
residue. The amplitudes of the harmonics can be extracted 
by fitting the error residue with best-fit sine waves of the 
important harmonic frequencies. The impact of noise and 
aperture uncertainty in the presence of large distortion errors 
can be assessed by effective bit values and error residues 
with th,e fitted harmonics removed. 
The greatest pitfall in the curve-fit test is using an input 
frequency that is a submultiple of the sample frequency. 
Since the same codes are sampled at exactly the same 
voltage each cycle, the locally uniform probability distribu
tion assumption is violated. In the worst case, a submultiple 
of one-half, the quantization error would not be measurable 
at all. From a practical standpoint, this also def eats the 
global desaiption of the test by sampling only a handful of 
codes. 

Another potential pitfall is lack of convergence of the curve
fit algorithm There are a few occasions where this can 
become a problem, such as when the data is very poor or the 
computational resolution is inadequate. 

Figure 12 shows the error plot for a 5180A curve-fit test 
taken at a 9.85MHz input frequency. The number of effec
tive bits associated with this error is 8.51. 

FFT TESTING 
The fast Fourier transform (FFf) is used to characterize an 
ADC in the frequency domain in much the same way that a 
spectrum analyzer is used to determine the linearity of an 
analog circuiL The data output for both techniques is a 
presentation of the magnitude of the Fourier spectrum for 
the circuit under tesL Ideally, the spectrum is a single line 
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that represents the pure sine wave input and is devoid of 
distonion components generated by the circuit under test. 
There are, however, significant differences between the 
spectrum analyzer and ADC spectra because of the sampling 
operation of the ADC. 

The Fourier transform of a signal x(t) that is continuous for 
all time is defined as: 

X(f) = J.:'
00

x(t)e-i 21tftdt 

and includes the amplitude and phase of every frequency in 
x(t). The Fourier transform cannot be used in this form for 
an ADC, however, because x(t) is only digitized at a finite 
number of points, M, spaced ru apart. Instead, the discrete 
finite transform (OFT) must be used. It is defmed as: 

M-1 ( 
XO(f)= l:x(rru1t~-i2nt m&>ru 

m .. o 

There are significant differences between X(t) and XD(t). 
While X(t) has infmite spectral resolution, XD(t) has a 
discrete frequency resolution of af = 1/mdt bec'ause of the 
finite number of points in the data record. The finite record 
size also accounts for another difference between X(t) and 
XD(t) whenever a nonintegral number of cycles of X(t) is 
contained in the record Since the OFT assumes that the 
record repeats with a period of MAt (to satisfy the Fourier 
transform condition that x(t) be continuous for all time) 
sharp discontinuities at the points where the start of one 
record joins the end of the preceding record cause the 
spectral components of X(t) to be spread or smeared in 
XD(t). 

The smearing, called leakage, can be explained as follows. 
The fmite record size of x(t) can be considered the conse
quence of multiplying x(t) by a rectangular function having 
unity amplitude during the time period MAt that the record 
is acquired and zero amplitude elsewhere. Since multiplica
tion of two functions in one domain (time, in this case) is 
equivalent to convolution in the other, the spectrum of XD(t) 
is derived by convolving X(O with W(t), the Fourier trans-

W~(t) Hanning 
aw 

1 

I 
M4t 

form of the rectangular function. W(O is the familiar sinx/x 
function (see Figure 13 for IW(t)I), consisting of a main lobe 
surrounded by a series of sidelobes whose amplitudes decay 
at a 6dB-per-octave rate. It is these sidelobes that are 
responsible for leakage. Even if the spectrum of X(t) is a 
single line, the sidelobes of W(O during the convolution 
smear the energy in the single line into a series of spectral 
lines spaced 1/ML\t apart whenever the frequency of x(t) is 
not an integral multiple of 1/ MAt 

Leakage can be reduced by multiplying the data in the 
record by a windowing function that weights the points in 
the center of the record heavily while smoothly suppress
ing the points near the ends. Many different windowing 
functions exist that off er various tradeoff s of amplitude 
resolution versus frequency resolution. A function com
monly· used with sine waves ·is the Hanning window, 
defined by I (1/2)(1 - cos 21tt/Md) I. Notice in Figure 13 
that both the window and its derivative approach zero at 
the two ends of the record and that the transform' s main 
lob~ is twice as wide as that of the rectangular function, 
whale the amplitudes of the sidelobes decay by an addi
tional 12dB per octave. The reduced level of the sidelobes 
reduces leakage, but the wider main lobe limits the ability 
to resolve closely spaced frequencies. Furthermore, the 
shape of the main lobe can attenuate the spectral ampli
tudes of X(O by as much as l .SdB. However, for the OFT 
testing to be described here, the Hanning window was 
selected as a good compromise between frequency and 
amplitude resolution. 

The third difference between the spectra of X(O and XD(t) 
is the limited range of frequencies displayed for XD(t). The 
sampling process causes the two-sided spectrum of X(t), 
symmetrical about the origin, to be replicated as the sam
pling frequency Land at all of its harmonics. If X(O contains 
components that exceed f/2, then these components are 
fo_l<fc:d back, or aliased, onto spectral lines below f5, causing 
ahasmg errors. The frequency f/2 is sometimes called the 
Nyquist frequency, referring to the Nyquist criterion, which 
requires the sampling rate to be twice the highest frequency 
present in the input signal to defme the wavefonn uniquely. 

Fouriar Transfocm 
of Tlmo Window 

lw(l)I l11lne(nfl)I 

~ ... 
I ¾J, I 

1/M41 

lw(f)I 

~ -f•~•+f 
1--+-11/M& 
2/M& 

FIGURE 13. Time-domain and Frequency-domain Representations of Rectangular and Hanning Windows. 
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The result is that the spectrum of XD(t) is displayed only 
from DC to fJ2 and the maximum input frequency must be 
limited to less than fsl2 to avoid aliasing. 

Figure 14 presents the magnitude of the spectra derived from 
the DFr for perfect 10-bit and 6-bit ADC's given a pure 
sinusoidal input Useful information about the ADC's per
formance can be derived from three features of the spectra: 
the noise floor, the harmonic level, and the spurious level. 

OdB Perfect 10-Bit ADC 
SJN Ratio= 61.9 
Theoretlc:al SIN a 61.8 

(A) 0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

(B) 

Froquency (MHz) 

Perfect 6-Bit ADC 
s.tJ Ratio .. 37.9 
Theoretical SIN a 37.8 

0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 
Froquency (MHz) 

FIGURE 14. FFr Plots for 0.85MHz Data Quantized by Per
fect 10-bit (a) and 6-bit (b) ADCs. The signal-to
noise ratio computed in each case agrees closely 
with the theoretical value of 6N + 1.8dB where 
N is the number of ADS bits. 

Two classes of noise sources determine the level of the noise 
floor. The first is called quantization noise. This is the error, 
bounded by ±l/2LSB, that is inherent in the quantization of 
the input amplitude into discrete levels. As can be seen in 
Figure 14, even ideal ADCs have noise floors detennined by 
quantization noise. The higher the number of bits, the 
smaller the error bound and, therefore, the lower the noise 
floor. 

All real-life ADCs have noise floors that are higher than that 
solely from quantization noise. The second class of noise 
source includes wideband noise generated within the ADC, 
along with other sources. In a parallel-ripple ADC, for 
example, such things as misadjustment between the first
pass and second-pass ranges (exceeding the redundancy 
range) or inadequate DAC settling can cause localized code 
errors or differential nonlinearities in the ADC' s status 
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transfer function. Furthermore, localized code errors can 
increase in amplitude and in the number of codes affected 
under dynamic input conditions. Aperture jitter is another 
major source of dynamic error; the magnitude of this local
ized code error is dependent upon the slew rate of the input 
at the time of sampling. Each of these localized code errors 
can be modeled as a sharp discontinuity in the time domain 
that when .transformed into the frequency domain results in 
a broad spectrum that raises the height of the noise floor 
above that caused by quantization noise alone. 

The second feature of the OFT-derived spectrum that indi
cates an ADC's level of dynamic performance is the har
monic content Static and dynamic integral nonlinearities 
cause curvature in the· ADC' s transfer function. If the input 
frequency flN is much lower than the Nyquist frequency (f/ 
2), then the harmonic components will be in the expected 
locations: 2f00 3flN, etc. If, on the other hand, the harmonics 
of flN are greater than fsf2, then these frequencies will be 
aliased onto components below f/2. Take, for instance. a 
20-megasample-per-second (fs> ADC with an input of 
9.85MHz. The second harmonic at 19.7MHz is aliased to 
0.3MHz, the third hannonic at 29.55MHz is aliased to 
9.55MHz, the fourth at 39.4MHz is aliased to 0.6MHz, and 
so on. 

Care must be exercised in selecting the input frequency for 
the DFT test An incorrectly chosen frequency can alias one 
of its hannonic components on to the · fundamental and 
thereby understate the .harmonic distortion (in the example 
above, an input of exactly 5MHz would place the third 
harmonic at the fundamental frequency). The input fre
quency should be chosen so that the harmonics are far 
enough away to be easily resolvable from the fundamental, 
whose energy has been spread into several adjacent bins ( 1/ 
M.6.t locations) by the Hanning window. This accounts for 
the 0.15MHz offset from 10MHz used in the example of 
Figure 14. 

The third feature of the OFT-based spectrum that is indica
tive of the ADC's level of dynamic performance is the 
spurious content Spurious components are spectral compo
nents that are not harmonically related to the input For 
example, a strong signal near the ADC may contaminate the 
ADC' s analog ground somehow and thereby appear in the 
spectrum. The nearby signal will not only appear as itself, 
but because of nonlinearities within the ADC, can combine 
with the input signal to form sum and difference terms 
resulting in intermodulation distortion. 

The combined effects of noise floor, harmonic distortion and 
spurious errors are reflected in the ADC' s rms signal-to
noise ratio, which can be derived from the DFT magnitude 
spectrum. The signal energy is determined by summing the 
energy in all the bins associated with the fundamental. The 
noise energy is the sum of the energy in all other bins. By 
taking the logarithm of the ratio of signal energy to noise 
energy and multiplying by 20, the signal-to-noise ratio for 
the ADC can be calculated. An ideal N-bit ADC having 
quantization noise only is theoretically known to have a 
signal-to-noise ratio equal to (6N + 1.8)dB, which sets an 
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upper bound. A signal-to-noise ratio below this ideal limit is 
indicative of errors of all types that the ADC produces. 

The FFT test 'setup is presented in Figure 11. A full-scale 
sine wave of a properly chosen frequency is applied to the 
ADC under tesL The low-pass filter ensures a spectrally pure 
input. A 1024-point record sampled at the·maximum sam
pling rate is then taken and given to·the computer, which 
calculates the OFT using an FFT algorithm. The spectral 
magnitude is plotted as a function of frequency. 

Figure 15 shows the graphical outputs for the 5180 for full
scale sine wave input at 0.95MHz and 9.85MHz. As might 
be expected, the distortion increases with increasing fre
quency. Hannoriic and ·spurious components are typically 
better than -60d.Bc below 1MHz and -54dBc at 9.85MHz. 
The latter spectrum at 9.85MHz is the frequency-domain 
representation for one ·of the most demanding tests of an 
ADC, called the envelope test which was described earlier. 
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RGURE 15. OFT Plots for the 5180A with Input Frequen
cies of 9.85MHz (a) and 0.95MHz (b). The low 
harmonic distortion indicates very low integral 
nonlinearity. · 

Figure 16 presents, (or .comparison, the test: .results for 
commercially available digitizers: a 20-megasample-per
second, 8-bit ADC and a 100-megasample-per-second, 10~ 
bit ADC with a full-scale, 9.85MHz sine wave input, sampled 
at 20 megasamples-per-second. The_ numerous large· har
monic components, both odd. and even, are indicative of 

8 

severe hannonic distortion errors resulting from integral 
nonlinearity in the transfer functions of both of these ADCs. 

A rule of thumb has evolved that uses the OFT-based 
spectrum as a quick overview of an N-bit ADC's dynamic 
performance. ff all harmonic and spurious components are at 
least 6N dB below.the full-scale amplitude of the fundamen
tal, then _the ADC is performing satisfactorily, since each 
error component has a peak-to-peak amplitude smaller than 
an LSB. If, on the other hand, harmonic or spurious compo
nents are less than 6N dB down, or if the noise floor is 
elevated, then other tests can be performed that are better at 
isolating the particular integral and differential nonlinearity 
_errors. In particular, the FFT test an be followed by the 
histogram test or the beat frequency test (or envelope test), 
as conditions warranL 
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FIGURE 16. OFT Plots for a 20MHz, 8-Bit ADC (a) and a 
100MHz, 8-Bit ADC (b). Full-scale input sine 
waves at 9.85MHz were sampled at a rate of 
20MHz. The high levels of harmonic distortion 
indicate severe integral nonlinearities. 
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CONCLUSION 
The four sine-wave-based ADC tests described provide 
information about the quality of any recorder. The tests may 
be used to isolate specific failures, even at high-speed and 

fme resolution (Figure 17). The tests are. simple to run, 
·requiring only a synthesized generator and an HP-IB com
puter. 

ERROR HISTORGRAM DFT 

DHforentlal y.....i,owa up 88 spikes Yee-ohowa up as elevated noise noor 
Nonlinearity 

MIA!ng Codes Yea-chowa up 88 bins wilh Yn-Ghowo up aa elevatod noise noor 
0 counts 

lntogral Yea-(could bo measured diredly Yee---chowa up aa harmonica of fun• 
Nonlinearity with a highly linear ramp wavoform) damental aliaaod Into baooband 

Aporture No-averagod out. Can bo moasurecl Y~ up aa elevated nolso l!oor 
Uncertainty with "locked' hlatorgram 

Nolso No-averaged out. Can bo measured v.....i,owa up aa elovated noise noor 
with "locked' histogram 

Bandwidth No No 
Erroro 

Gain Emxa Yoa--ehowl up In poak-to-peak No 
spread of dlatrlbutlon 

Other Enoro y.....i,owa up In offset of No 
dl&tributlon avorago 

FIGURE 17. Summary of the Errors Exposed by the Dynamic Tests. 
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INCREASING ADC603 INPUT·RANGE 

By R. Mark Stitt, (602) 746-7445 

The ADC603 is a 10MHz, 12-bit analog-to-digital converter 
with a ±l.25V input range. Many applications call for a 
higher input range such as ±2.5V. A resistor divider can be 
used as an input attenuator to increase the input range. The 
OPA620 can be used to buffer the input attenuator for high
source-impedance applications. Suggested component val
ues and measured performance results are shown in this 
bulletin. 

Since the ADC603 has a high-impedance input, a simple 
voltage divider as shown in Figure 1 can be used to increase 
its voltage input range. The source impedance of the divider 
as seen by the ADC603 is R1 ll ~ (the parallel combination 
of R

1 
and R2). A divider source impedance of son is 

recommended since it has been shown to give consistently 
good results. If a higher divider input impedance is needed 
and adding a buffer is not viable, source impedances up to 
5000 should give satisfactory results. If hardware gain trim 
is needed, select the next higher 1 % resistor value for R1 and 
use a l0kQ multi-tum trim pot in parallel with R

1 
for gain 

trim. 

ADC603 
12 Bits 

Out 

FIGURE 1. ADC603 12-Bit ADC with 2/1 Input Attenuator 
to Provide ±2.5V Input Range. 

If an input impedance of son to the circuit is needed as a 
termination, add a third resistor as shown in Figure 2. The 
three-resistor approach improves accuracy by placing the 
majority of the termination power dissipation in the third 
resistor. This minimizes error-producing self heating in the 
precision divider network. Pay attention to the power rating 
for~- For a ±l0V input,~ must be rated 2W. 

If a high input impedance is needed, drive the divider with 
a unity-gain-connected. OPA620 buffer amp as shown in 
Figure 3. The OPA620 can be used for inputs as high as 
±3V. 

JO 

VINo-- ..... ---, 

R3 
66.50 

ADC603 12 Bits 
Out 

FIGURE 2. ADC603 12-Bit ADC with Three-Resistor 2/1 
Input Attenuator to Provide ±2.5V Input Range 
and 500 Termination Impedance. 

6 

v,,., 
f\ 3 100n 

ADC603 128115 
Ou1 

A, 
6 100n 

'------------0 -5.2V 

FIGURE 3. ADC603 12-Bit ADC with 2/1 Input Attenuator 
to Provide High Input Impedance ±2.SV Input 
Range. 

Equations for determining recommended resistor values are: 

R1 = son • Nt(N - 1 > 

R2 = (N - 1) • R1 

Rl = 500 • (RI + ~)/(R, + ~ - 500) 

Where: 

R1, R2, ~ are in '2 
N = input divider ratio 

AB-013 
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The table below shows recommend resistor values for se
lected input ranges. 

INPUT DIVIDER R, (':;, Rs 
RANGEM (1/N} (n) (n) 

:t2 1/1.6 133 80.6 64.9 
±2.5 1/2 100 100 66.5 
±3 1/2.4 86.6 121 66.5 
±5 1/4 66.5 200 61.9 

±10 1/8 56.2 397 56.2 

TABLE I. Resistor Values for Selected Input Attenuators. 

0 
-10 

-20 
~--30 
ff --40 

t-so 
-3 -60 
S -70 
i-ao 
:::& -90 

-100 
-110 
-120 

0 1.25 

MAGNITUDE SPECTRUM 

THD: -73.44dBC 
SNR: 68.07dB 

SINAD: 66.96dB 
SFDR: 75.62dB FSA 

Spur F: 2.66MHz 

2.5 

Frequency (MHz) 

3.75 s 

Plot 1. Spectral plot of standard ADC603 sampling a ±1.25V, 
2.5MHz Input signal at 10MHz showing 75.6dB SFDR. 

FIGURE 4. Spectral Plots. 

The spectral p!ots compare a standard ±l .25V input ADC603 
to a ±2.5V input, OPA620 buffered ADC603 per Figure 3. 
In both cases, the circuit is sampling a 2.5MHz signal at 
10MHz. The results show that the spurious-free dynamic 
range of the boosted circuit is as good as for the standard 
circuit. If anything, the boosted circuit has better perform
ance (77dB vs 76dB). The ADC603 seems to perform 
slightly better when driven by the purely resistive 50.Q 
divider impedance instead of the complex impedance of the 
cable and signal generator. 

0 
-10 

-20 
~ -30 
ff --40 

i-so 
-3 -60 

·i -70 
g, -80 
:Ii -90 

-100 
-110 
-120 

0 1.25 

MAGNITUDE SPECTRUM 

2.5 

THO: -73.49dBC 
SNR: 68.58dB 

SINAD: 67.36d8 
SFDR: n.14dB FSA 
Spur F: 2.66MHz 

3.75 

Frequency (MHz) 

5 

Plot 2. Spectral plot of increased Input range (per Figure 3) 
ADC603 sampling a ±2.SV, 2.5MHz Input slgnal at 10MHz 
showing n.1 dB SFDR. 

The lnformallon provided herein Is believed to be reliable; however, BURR·BROWN assumes no responsibility lorlnaccurecies or omissions. BURR·BROWN assumes 
no responslblllty for the use of this Information, and all use of such information shell be entirely et the user's own risk. Prices and specifications ere subject to change 
without notice. No patent rights or licenses to any of the circuits described herein ere implied or granted to any third party. BURR•BROWN does not authorize or warrant 
any BURR·BROWN product for use in Ille support devices and/or systems. 
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TIPS FOR USING THE ADS78XX FAMILY OF AID CONVERTERS 

INHERENT OVERVOLTAGE PROTECTION 
The input to each of the_ members of the ADS Family 
(ADS7804/05/06/07/08/09110119, so far) is a resistor divider 
network, converting the input signal to the range used 
internally. This resistor divider offers inherent overvoltage 
protection, which will often simplify analog circuitry. 

In applications where the analog signal conditioning uses 
±12V supplies (or higher), the ADS divider network elimi
nates potential problems if the op amp driving the ADS fails 
and drives the ADS input to the +12V rails. It also protects 
if the circuitry in front of the ADS is powered up before the 
ADS itself. Older ADCs . on the market might fail under 
either of these conditions, requiring additional protection 
which can itself affect the accuracy and performance of the 
whole system. 

In the "Absolute Maximum" section of the data sheets, we 
show that the input pins can go to ±25V. From our testing we 
know this is very conservative, but it is still nwch higher 
than the supplies commonly used for analog signal condi
tioning. 

NOISE ON 16-BIT AID CONVERTERS 
Ground the input of a good 12-bit converter, convert a few 
thousand times, and you should see only 1-2 output codes (2 
if the input is close to a transition). The same test on any 16-
bit successive approximation (SAR) AID will yield multiple 
codes due to noise. This is true for all 16-bit SAR A/Os 
including ours. 

Data sheets should indicate expected noise for DC inputs. 
We call it "Transition Noise", and show a typical value in 
the specification table. The ADS7807 data sheet shows a 
typical rms transition noise of 0.8LSBs. As a rule, you can 
multiply rms noise figures by 6 to approximate expected 
peak-to-peak noise, so the ADS7807 typical transition noise 
should be about SLSBs. This means that if you ground the 

input and run a thousand conversions, you should see about 
5 different output codes, which is in fact what we see. The 
worst-case transition is at the major-carry (0V for a ±I0V 
range); we recently ran 30,000 conversions with the input to 
an ADS7807 grounded and in fact saw only 7 output codes 
(one of which occurred 0.03% of the time). 

NOISE EFFECTS ON DNL AND INL 
The previous discussion on noise raises the question of how 
Integral Linearity Error (ILE) or Differential Linearity Error 
(OLE) can be measured and guaranteed to levels tighter than 
the noise of the part. What does a maximum of +15LSB 
error mean when any signal· conversion could output results 
+2 or +3LSBs different from the ideal, due to noise? The 
answer is fairly simple: to measure actual linearity of a 
specific 16-bit AID, both we and our competition look below· 
the noise floor of the parts. 

The main tool for achieving this is averaging. For the ADS 
Family, when we are checking ILE, we put in a known 
voltage from a very stable reference DIA, perform 256 
conversions, and average the results to detennine the linear
ity of that poinL Incidentally, when we say that ILE is 
±3LSBs or± 1.5 LSBs max, we actually use tighter limits in 
our test program. The guardband insures that we take into 
account the absolute accuracy of our reference DIA (which 
is itself regularly calibrated) plus repeatability constraints on 
any one test system and variations between test systems. 

This also raises the question of how much averaging is 
needed to guarantee a certain confidence in the AID con
verter. For every doubling in the number of averages, tran
sition noise will decrease by a factor of I over the square 
root of two. Averaging 64 conversion from an ADS7807 
would result in transition noise adding ±1/10 of an LSB of 
uncertainty (one o) to the specified INL and DNL. 

The Information p,ovlded herein la bellevod to be rellablo; howovor. BURR-BROWN assumes no rasponslbllily for lnaccuracioa or omlsslona. BURR-BROWN asaumea 
no rospons!blll1y for tho use ol thla lnfonnatlon, and all use of such lnfonnatlon GhaD be enllraly at tho uuor'o own risk. Pricoo and spec:illc:atlons are subjoc:t to change 
without notice. No patent rlghlo or llconoes to any of tho circuits doocribod heroin aro lmpllod or granted lo any third par1y. BURR-BROWN does not authorize or warrant 
any BURR-BROWN product for use In lifo suppor1 devices and/or oy&tema. 
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CDAC ARCHITECTURE PLUS RESISTOR DIVIDER GIVES ADC574 
PINOUT WITH SAMPLING, LOW POWER, NEW INPUT RANGES 

George Hill (602) 746-7283 

Modem successive-approximation analog-kKligital converter 
ICs are replacing older.current-mode D/A structures with 
capacitor mays, called CDACs (for Capacitor D/A). This 
change makes it easier to combine the analog components of 
the converter. with the digital elements in standard C~OS 
structures. Additionally. the capacitor input structure. adds 
inherent sampling to the ND, at a time when more and more 
ND applicati<>ns are involved in signal processing. 

This application note compares basic current-mode succes
sive approximation NDs with CDAC-based architectures, 
and shows how adding a resistor divider network to the 
CDAC input permits the Burr-Brown ADS574 and ADS774 
to fit existing ADC574 sockets. It then goes on to desaibe 
some new analog input voltage ranges available on these 
parts due to the resistor network and CDAC approach. 

The ADS574 and ADS774 plug into ADC574/674n74 sock
ets and handle all of their standard input ranges (0V to I 0V, 
±SV, ±l0V, and 0V to 20V), as discussed in their ~II data 
sheets. They can operate from standard ±lSV and tSV 
supplies, or from a single +SV supply. The input divider 
structure makes it possible to take advantage of this +SV 
supply operation to build complete data acquisition systems 
that run from a single +SV supply, with several different 
input ranges pin-selectable. 

TRADmONAL ADC574 INPUT STRUCTURE 

Let's start by taking a look at the input ranges<'on the 
traditional ADC574, the most widely used 12-bit AID in the 
world. Figure 1 shows the standard input divider .network 
and comparator/current D/ A structure used to implement the 
front end of this successive approximation ND. 

10lc0 

20V Range 
Pln140-...JV111'--v\/\J~.,..._-I 

10V Range 
Pln13u----

FIGURE 1. Traditional ADCS74 Input Structure. 

BURR--• IEIEI AB,178 

These three pins allow the selection of four different analog 
input ranges: 0V to +l0V, 0V to +20V, ±SV, and ±l0V. The 
simplicity of this circuit takes advantage of the virtual 
ground at the negative input to the comparator at the end of 
the successive approximation process, when the negative 
input to the comparator is very close to 0V. 

The internal current D/A in the ADC574 has a unipolar 
output of OmA to ;_2mA, so that it can ·balance out the OmA 
to 2mA generated by full scale analog inputs (20V across 
IOW or I0V across SW.) By grounding pin 12, a unipolar 
0V to 20V input range is achieved by driving pin 14 and 
leaving pin 13 unconnected. Reversing pins 13 and 14 sets 
up the ADC574 for a 0V to l0V. input range. 

Connecting pin 12 to the l0V, reference provided on an 
ADC574 injects an offset that allows pins 13 or 14 to handle 
bipolar input ranges of ±SV or ±l0V, respectively. The 
current injected by the reference at pin 12 adds to the input 
current generated by the analog input signal to insure that the 
unipolar current flow from the internal current D/ A need 
only be unipolar. 

During conversion, the analog signal conditioning in a 
system must hold the input stable (using a sample/hold 
amplifier or processing slow signals such as thermocouples.) 
The successive approximation logic tests the current D/ A in 
various settings until the current sinked into the D/ A bal
ances the current generated by the analog input signal (plus 
the current from the Bipolar Offset resistor in bipolar ranges) 
to within ±1/2 LSB. 

+ -=-Roforonce 

J 
FIGURE 2. Simplified 3-bit Switched Capacitor Array ND. 
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BASIC SWITCHED CAPACITOR ARRAY AID 
By comparison/Figure 2 shows a typical input structure for 
a switched capacitor array used to implement a successive 
approximation AID in CMOS. For simplification, a 3-bit 
converter is shown in Figure 2. When not converting, switch 
S, (to the MSB capacitor) is in the "S" position so that the 
charge on the MSB capacitor is proportional to the voltage 
level of the analog input signal. Switches S2 and S3 are in the 
"G" position, and switch Sc is closed, setting the comparator 
input offset to zero. A convert command opens switches S1 

and S0 to trap a charge on the MSB capacitor and to float 
the comparator input During the conversion, switches S,, S2 

and S3 are successively tested in various "R" and "G" 
positions to find the combination that sets the comparator 
input closest to 0V, thus balancing the charge. 

For our discussion, the critical condition occurs during the 
sampling phase, when the analog charge proportional to the 
analog input voltage is captured The analog input is driving 
a capacitor, effectively an extremely high impedance. This is 
just the opposite of <lriving a virtual ground, which is where 
the comparator input in traditional ADC574s is at the end of 
the conversion process. 

ADS574 INPUT STRUCTURE 
The desire to use a CDAC architecture to develop an AID 
that can drop into ADC574 sockets was a major design 
challenge. Figure 3 shows the resistor divider network that 
meshes the analog input ranges of the standard ADC574 
with a CDAC to produce the ADS574, a single-supply, 
sampling AID that plugs into most existing ADC574 sockets 
with no changes required to either hardware or software. 

Bipolar Offuct 
Pin 12 0----v\JV'--, 

20VRange 
Pin 14 o...----.1\/\/\-,._.a--· 

10VRango 
Pin 13 0----v\JV'-__. 

FIGURE 3. ADS574 Input Structure. 

The full-scale voltage range for the MSB input capacitor on 
the ADS574 was designed to be 0V to +3.33V. This meant 
that the input resistor divider network had to provide the 

14 

standard ADC574 input ranges using the same three pins, 
and also scale the voltage at the MSB capacitor to the 0V to 
3.33V range. The on-chip laser-~ nichrome input 
resistors solve the problem of handling 20V analog signals, 
unipolar or bipolar, in a converter using a single +SV supply 
and ground as its rails. 

The SV supply means that the ADSS74 does not provide a 
1 0V reference, but instead provides a 2.SV reference output. 
The Bipolar Offset input, pin 12, had to be designed for this 
2.SV reference, but also had to be designed to ensure that 
standard ADCS74 offset adjust trim circuits produce similar 
trim results and range. This off set trim compatibility is the 
primary role of the l0k.Q resistor Ro at pin 12. 

For unipolar input ranges without off set trim circuits, stan
dard ADCS74s have pin 12 connected to analog common, 
which the ADSS74 emulates. In the standard ADC574, R, in 
Figure 1 is essentially out of the equation for the input 
divider network as the comparator input approaches 0V 
during the successive approximation process. In the ADS574, 
R, in Figure 3 always plays a significant role. 

For the 0V to 20V unipolar input range on the ADSS74, as 
on the standard ADCS74, pin 12 is grounded, pin 13 is left 
open, and the analog input is applied to pin 14. Since the 
input to the MSB capacitor on the ADS574 is very much 
higher than the input resistors, only R1, ~. R3 and R. in 
Figure 3 determine the voltage at C for a given input voltage 
at pin 14. (The lOkn Ro is grounded at both ends, and can 
thus be ignored) 

An analog input at pin 14 is divided by 6 at point C as 
follows: 

Equation 1 
(R3 + R4) II Rl 

•VIN 
R2 + [(R3 + R4) II RI] 

This matches a 0V to 20V input range at pin 14 to the 0V to 
3.33V range required by the ADSS74 internally. 

In the unipolar 0V to 1 0V range, pin 12 is again connected 
to ground, and pin 14 is unconnected. This case is simpler to 
analyze, since neither ~ nor R. have any effect on the 
voltage at C. In this case, the analog input at pin 13 is 
divided by 3 at point C. 

The bipolar input ranges are also more complicated on the 
ADS574 than on standard ADCS74s. The ADSS74 uses the 
same external trimpots or fixed resistors already present in 
ADC574 sockets for bipolar offset, but works with the 
internal 2.5V reference. 

For the ±lOV input range without external offset trim, 
standard ADC574s have pin 12 connected to the +lOV 
reference (internal or external) through a 500 resistor. Pin 
13 is again left unconnected, and the analog signal to be 
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digitii.ed is input at pin 14. The ADS574 uses the same input 
connections. As above. the input to the MSB capacitor on 
the ADS574 has very much higher impedance than the 
resistor divider network. Thus. in Figure 3. R1, R2• ~. ~. 

plus the reference voltage at pin 12, determine the voltage at 
C for a given input voltage at pin 14 (assuming the reference 
source impedance is much lower than R1 and RJ. 
An analog input voltage at pin 14 is divided and offset at 
point C. as follows: 

Equation 2 

VaN -Ve Ve Vc-2,5 
--- = --- + 

R2 ~+R 4 R1 

Solving for V c, the voltage at point C, in tenm of V m• the 
voltage at pin 14, gives: 

Equation 3 

Ve= 1/6 V1N + 1.67 

For a -l0V input at pin 14, point C is again 0V, and a + I 0V 
input at pin 14 generates 3.33V at point C. The reference 
input at pin 12 sources current when the analog input at pin 
14 is less than 1.67V, and sinks cwrent when it is greater 
than 1.67V. 

For the bipolar ±SV input range without offset trim, pin 12 
is again connected to the reference (internal or external) 
through a son resistor on both the traditional ADC574 and 
the ADS574. In this case, pin 14 is left unconnected, so that 
~ has no effect on the voltage at point C. R. also has no 
effect. The voltage at point C is simply: 

Equation 4 

Ve= 1/3 VIN+ 1.67 

A -SV input at pin 13 generates 0V at point C, a 0V input 
generates 1.67V (half-scale), and +SV generates 3.33V (full
scale.) 

NEW INPUT RANGES 
ALLOWED BY THE ADS574<1> 

Because of the widespread use of the traditional ADC574, 
there exists large amounts of software and digital interface 
hardware built around this pinout. The ADS574 input struc
ture lets this existing software and hardware be easily 
applied in systems requiring different analog input ranges. 
Since the ADS574 can operate from a single +SV supply, 
perhaps the most interesting optional input range is 0V to 
+SV. Figure 4 shows how to achieve this range. The analog 
input signal is driven, through a fixed son resistor, into pin 
12 (the Bipolar Offset pin), with pin 14 (the 20V Range 
Input) grounded, and pin 13 (the I0V Range Input) 
unconnected. The input signal at pin 12 is divided by the 

NOTE:(l)AllorlheillputrangesdcscribedhercarealsoavailableonlheADS774,sincc 
the input rcsistordividernctwolkhas the same ratios. The input impedance will be lower, 
but the ranges will be the same. 
BURR-BROWN• 
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network of R1 + (~ II (R3 + ~). Point C is at the internal full
scale 3.33V when 5V is input at pin 12, and is OV when 0V 
is input at pin 12. Using the ADS574 connected as shown in 
Figure 4 would allow building a complete sampling AID 
system running off a single +SV supply, limited only by how 
close other analog input circuitry can get to ground or the 
supply. 

Tests in the lab using the connections shown in Figure 4, and 
the other circuits shown below where pin 12 is used as an 
input, confirm the operation of these circuits, although with 
slight degradation in linearity. The ADS574 in these modes 
maintains 12-bitdifferential linearity, with No Missing Codes 
at the 12-bit level, but integral linearity is at the 10- to 11-
bit level. The degradation from ideal performance has been 
traced to a circuit design that was required to maximize 
compatibility in existing ADC574 sockets. This circuit can 
easily be modified to enhance performance in these input 
ranges, if needed. 

:· - - - - - - - -R~ - - - - - - ~~~7~ - • : 

50lcQ I Pfn 12 17kn 

I 

~ 
68kn 

681168 
Vc"'V1N•17+681168: 

Vc=V1N• ~ 
Vcc½VIN 

-----------------------• 
NOTE: (1) No Connection. 

FIGURE 4. Connections for OV to +SV Input Range. 

Some operational amplifiers capable of running off a single 
+SV supply can swing closer to 0V than to the +SV supply. 
Figure 5 shows how to configure the ADS574 for a 0V to 
+3.33V input range to better utilize the dynamic range of 
such amplifiers. By connecting pins 12, 13 and 14 all to the 
input signal, there is no divider network between the input 
and point C, so that the input voltage will also be the voltage 
at point C. (Once again, ·this is based on the very high input 
impedance of the 20pF MSB capacitor internal to the 
ADS574.) 

For bipolar signals in systems with supply voltages limited 
to ±SV, the connections in Figure 6 can be used to handle a 
±2.SV input signal. The analog input signal is applied to pin 
12, with pin 14 left unconnected Connecting pin 13 to the 
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+SV supply offsets the voltage at point C generated by an 
input signal at pin 12 so that the voltage range at point C is 
again the 0V to 3.33V required internally. Obviously, any 
ripple or variation on the +SV supply line will feed straight 
through the divider network, and be converted by the 
ADS574. For this approach to work, the +SV supply needs 
to be stable enough to maintain the system accuracy re
quired. If there is a stable +SV reference available· in the 
system, it could also be used to generate the bipolar offset, 
and perhaps even power the ADS574, which consumes only 
lOOmW maximum. 

,----------------------, 
'R, ADS574 ' 

500 : Pin 12 17k0 : 

' 'Pin 14 

·-- - - - - - - - - - - -- - - - - - - - - ' 

FIGURE 5. Connections for 0V to +3.33V Input Range. 

For applications needing maximum integral linearity with a 
0V to SV input range, Figure 7 shows the optimal connec
tions. This avoids the slight degradation of integral linearity 
mentioned above when pin 12 is used as an input pin, but 
sacrifices about 35% of the A/Os output codes (the codes for 
inputs fromSV to 7.778V.) Using a K-grade ADS574 in this 
configuration will yield better than 11-bit resolution (2633 
codes) and integral linearity from 0V to SV; since it has 
±1/2LSB integral linearly over the 0V to +7.778V input 
range. 

The ADS574 input structure was optimi7.ed for compatibil
ity with ADC574 sockets, and was not designed or charac
terized for these additional input ranges. However, the 
simplicity of the input resistor divtder network makes it 
straight-forward to see how they work. For all of these 
additional input ranges, the standard trim circuitry for gain 
adjust (not discussed above but described in the ADSS74 
data sheet) can still be used to adjust full-scale range. To 
trim offset error, it is probably advisable to trim elsewhere 
in the system. In most systems, there will be an op amp in 
front of the ADSS74, and it should be simple to trim out the 
system off set by adjusting the offset of this amplifier. · 
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CMOS VS BICMOS 
It should be noted that the CDAC architecture used in the 
ADSS74 and ADS774 is not the only possible way to 
implement a· monolithic sampling AID in the standard 
ADC574 pinouL One alternative is the BiCMOS-based 
Analog Devices AD1674. Analog Devices chose to stick 
with the current-mode DAC for the AID section of their 
sampling ADC574 replacement, and to add a true sample/ 
hold amplifier to the front end of the converter. To accom
plish this in a monolithic chip, they applied a BiCMOS 
process. Burr-Brown chose to use standard CMOS process
ing and a CDAC. The results of these two approaches are 
compared with each other and with the standard ADC574 
and ADC774 in Table I. 

Basically, the process chosen by Burr-Brown takes advan
tage of the power savings offered by CMOS, and turns out 
to allow new input ranges and the possibility of new data 
acquisition applications using a single +SV supply for the 
entire system. The only ADC574 compatibility concern is in 
systems where either an external lOV reference drives the 
AID reference input, or where the internal l0V reference is 
used elsewhere. The Analog Devices AD1674 maintains the 
reference compatibility, but actually increases power con
sumption to achieve this (and to build a traditional sample/ 
hold amplifier.) 

500 
-------------------------, 
: 1~ ADSS74 

NCfll 'Pint4 

A, 
34k0 

J20pF 

._ ------- ---------- - - - -- - _, 
NOTE: (1) No Connoctlon. 

FIGURE 6. Connections for ±2.SV Input Range. 
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. -------- -- - --- - ----- - - --, 
' 

1
:.:0 "ADS574 

ov to +7.nav 'v 
Input Range 

V. 

17 ' 
Vc=V1N•11+34ll68 ' 

17 I 

Ve"' VIH•17+~(34) 

I • Vc=..!.vlN 3 ' 

,_ - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- ., 

FIGURE 7. Connections for OV to +7.778V Input Range. 

ADC574 ADS574 

Standard Input Rangoo OV to 10V, :tSV, OV to 10V, :tSV, 
OV to 20V, :t10V OV to 20V, :t10V 

New lnp!4 Rangeo Nono ovto1.nav. 
:1:2.sw•. ov to sw•. 

0Vto3.33VI'> 

Typ Input lmpodanco: 10V Rangoa 5kQ 211dl 
20V Rangoa 101dl 84kO 

Min Input lmpedanco: 10V Rangos 4.71dl 15k0 
20V Rangoa 9.41dl 60kQ 

Max LSBa Integral Non-Linearity :t1.:t1/2 :t1,:t1/2 
Error (J,K) 

No-Missing Codea Roeolutlon 11-bils (JG) 12-blta 

Min Slgnal-to-(Nolao + Distortion) NIA 68170d8 
Ratio with 10kHz Input (J/K Gradoa) 

Max Conversion limo Over Tempe,ature 25118 

Max AcqulGltlon and 25ps 
Convorslon T&no 0vor Temperature 

Referenco Output/Input +tOV , +2.SV 

Power Supplies Requlnld :t12 to 15V, +SV +SV 

Max Powor Dissipation 450mW 100mW 

Packagoo Avaflable o.s• 01Pa and o.e• and o.a• DIPo, 
PLCC SOIC, Clo 

Ahlo to Emulate ADC574 Tming Yeo Yea 

Able to Fully Control SIH Timlng NIA Yea ·. 

Able to Operate From Single • SV Supply No Yeo 

NOTE: (1) With afighUy degraded Integral linoarlty, aa described in tho toxt. 

ADC774 ADSn4 

OV to 10V, :tSV, OV to 10V, :tSV, 
OV to 20V, :t10V OV to 20V, :t10V 

None OV to 7.778V, 
:t2.5\JI'>, OV to SVIII 

OV to 3.33VI'' 

5kQ 121dl 
101dl 50lcO 

4.71dl 8.5k0· 
9.<IIIO 35lcC 

:t1,:t1/2 :t1,:t1/2 

11-blta (Ja) 12-blta 

NIA 68170 dB 

8.Sjls 

8.Sµs 

+10V +2.SV 

:t12 to 15V, +SV +SV 

450mW 120mW 

o.e• DIPo and o.e· and 0.3" 01Pa, 
PLCC SOIC, Die 

Yea Yes 

NIA Yeo 

No Yeo 

AD1674 

OV to 10V, :tSV 
OV to 20V, :t1PV 

None 

5ldl 
101dl 

31cQ 
6lcQ 

:t1,:t1/2 

12-blta 

69170d8 

10pa 

+10V 

:t12 to 15V, +SV 

675mW 

o.e• DIPo 
Contact Factory 

for Surfaco Mount 

No 

Yeo 

No 

TABLE I. Comparing Burr-Brown ADC574, ADC774, ADS574 and ADS774 with Analog Devices AD1674. 

Tho information provided horoin la bellevod to bo rollable; howevor, BURR-BROWN assumes no reaponolbll!tyfor Inaccuracies or omiaalona. BURR-BROWN assumos 
no rosponslbllity for tho uso of this lnfonnation, and all use of such infonnatlon shaD bo entlroly at tho uaer'o own risk. Prices and spoc:ific:atlons are subjoct to change 
without notlco. No patont rights or llcornsoa to any of tho circuits dOGCribod heroin are Implied orgrantod to any third party. BURR-BROWN dooo not authorize or warrant 
any BURR-BROWN produc:t for uao in life support devices and/or systems. 
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INTERLEAVING ANALOG-TO-DIGITAL CONVERTERS 
by Jerry Horn, (602) 746-7413 

It is tempting when pushing the limits of analog-to-digital 
conversion to consider interleaving two or more converters 
to increase the sample rate {Figure 1 ). However, such de
signs must take into consideration several possible sources 
of error. 

The first consideration is the bandwidth of the converters. 
For example, if the bandwidth of the converters is just over 
half their sampling rate, then it would not do much good to 
interleave them. Fortwlately, the bandwidth of most con
verters which currently "push the envelope" is often many 
times higher than their sample rate since these converters are 
often used in undersampling situations. 

The next consideration is possible off set and gain errors 
between the converters. Figure 2 shows two interleaved 
converters digitizing a sine wave. Converter A has an offset 
problem and converter B a gain problem. The digitized 
codes represent not only the original sine wave but also an 
error signal. In the discrete digital domain, the error signal 
is seen to contain two sine frequencies-a frequency of half 

+SV 

Offset 

+6V 

Offset 

-5V 

the sample rate (due to the offset error) and the other with a 
frequency of half the sample rate minus the frequency of the 
original input signal (due to the gain error). 

The last consideration covered is the difference in INL 
(integral non-linearity) between the converters. INL repre
sents the number of LSBs the output of a converter is from 
the expected output for a given input voltage. For example, 
if a converter would ideally put out a code of N for an input 
voltage M but actually puts out a code N+2. then the INL at 
that point is two. 

It is not unusual for a high-speed converter to have an INL 
of one or two LSBs over a significant part of its input 
voltage range. For interleaving converters, the output codes 
could differ by as much as two times the maximum INL (say 
two to four codes) for the same input voltage. This could 
cause errors in the output codes which resemble the gain and 
offset problems discussed earlier, and may drastically re
duce the number of effective bits of the digitizing system. 

+SV 

+SV 

Gain 

-fN MUX 
llmfng 

Data 
(20MHz) 

ADC605 and 
Conlrof 

20MHz 
Clock 

(10MHz) 

FIGURE 1. Interleaving Two ADS605s (10MHz, 12-Bit, ADCs) in Effort to Achieve a 20MHz, 12-bit Digitizing Rate. 
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With careful design. many of these problems can be re
duced. Select ADCs with a wide enough bandwidth. Find 
ones that have offset and gain adjust circuitry built in or add 
this externally. ADCs which need external references may 
work well because the same reference can be provided to all 
the converters (but be careful of board layout). Unfortu
nately in this case. the trend has been to include internal 
references. 

Reducing the errors even further is also possible. but quickly 
becomes increasingly complicated and costly. Correcting 
INL problem; will almost certainly involve some form of 

post digital signal processing. Correcting in the time domain 
will involve lengthy calibration of the converters and storing 
correction tables. Correcting in the frequency domain will 
involve computationally intensive mathematical algorithms. 

On the practical side. an interleaving digitizing system will 
suffer some performance penalty. The amount of degrada
tion depends on how well the converters are matched and/or 
how nmch digital signal processing the designer is willing to 
do. Contact Burr-Brown Applications Engineering for more 
information on this subject 

Actual Input 
I I 

Interleaving Dlglllzor 

,/\,1\I\A.........,c""'-t,,....,, vvvvv--, 
Magnlied Eff0f Signal 

,£.,_Sam~ (Duo to Offsot Error) 

~~-Samplo/2-lnput (Duo to Gain Error) 

Frequoncioa Present In Error Signal 

FIGURE 2. Gain and Offset Errors in the Convei:rers Create False Signals in the Digitized Data. 

Tholnformalionprovldodherainisbolievodtoberollablo;howover,BURR-BROWNassumosnorosponsibllilyforlnaccumcloooromlssions.BURR-BROWNassumoa 
no responsibility for tho use of thla fnfom,allon, and aD uao of such Information shall be entirely at the usor's own risk. Prlcos and spoc:lfications are subject to chango 
without notice. No patont rights or licenses to any of tho clreults described heroin are lmplk,d or granted to any third party. BURR-BROWN does not authorize or warrant 
any BURR-BROWN product for uso In llfo support devices and/or systems. 
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ANALOG-TO-DIGITAL CONVERTER 
GROUNDING PRACTICES EFFECT SYSTEM PERFORMANCE 

Obtaining optimum performance from a high-resolution 
analog-to-digital converter (ADC) depends upon many fac
tors. Power supply decoupling and good grounding practices 
are essential to maintaining accuracy in ADCs. 

Poor grounding technique may manifest itself in many 
different ways such as excessive noise, or signal crosstalk in 
the system. A more difficult problem to track down is that of 
poor differential linearity error (OLE) in the converter. This 
is difficult because poor OLE may result from settling time 
problems inside the ADC, from the circuitry driving the 
ADC having too high an output impedance at the converter's 
operating frequency, from poor grounding techniques or 
other sources. 

Figure I is a OLE plot of a ADCTH ( 12-bit, 8µs conversion 
time ADC) in a specific printed circuit board. This histo
gram plots deviation from ideal differential linearity against, 
specific codes output from the conve~r. The circuit shown 
in Figure I has a OLE of about ±0.4LSB. This meets the 
specification of the ADC774, but is less than optimum. 

The cause of the OLE performance is the grounding scheme 
used in this application. The part was "grounded" using 
recommendations made in most of our ADC data sheets: 
connect the analog and digital grounds together at the ADC. 

0.5 -------------....--.....---. 
0.4 ---,'----+--+---+---+---t--+---1 

0.3 .----i---+--+---+---+---t--rttf-1 

m 0.2 

~ 0.1 

g 0 
w 
w --0.1 
..J 
0 --0.2 

--0.3 ---,f-----+---+---+----+---+--+--<a-t 

--0.4 ,__ ____ ,_____._----l-_--+----+---+------
--0.5 .__ ______ ......,_......, ______ _.___ 

0 512 1024 1536 2048 2560 3072 3584 4096 

Code 

FIGURE l. ADC774 Board OLE with Poor Ground. 

What went wrong is that the analog and digital commons 
were connected together at the ADC, but that "ground" was 
then returned through a long trace on the PCB to the system 
ground. This means that the "ground" the ADC actually saw· 
had a fair amount of resistance and inductance, as shown in 
Figure 3. 

Returning the analog and digital common of the same ADC 
to a single ground plane underneath the converter (Figure 3) 
reduced this inductance and resistance considerably, and 
thus made the ADC "see" a much lower impedance; a more 
optimum ground. The results of this improved grounding 
technique are shown in Figure 2. The new board exhibits a
OLE of only about ±0.ILSB, much closer to what the 
ADC774 typically does. 

In general, using ground planes is the best way to set up 
grounding systems for high-resolution ADCs, so that the 
ADC ground return paths are as low an impedance as 
possible. Where the use of ground planes is not possible, 
using wide, short traces for ground returns is recommended 
to keep the ground impedance low. As this example shows, 
poor grounding can affect system performance in ways that 
don't readily indicate that a grounding problem may exist. 

m 
~ 
g 
w 

0.5 .----.---,.- ......... ---.------,---.....---, 

0.4 1--t--+---+---+---+---t---+----i 

0.3 1--t--+---+---+---+---t---+----i 

0.2 

0.1 

0 

~ --0.1 
0 --0.2 

--0.3 1---,f--t--+---+---+---t---t----t 

--0.4 ---,---+---+--+---+---t---t--t 

--0.5 ._____. _ __,__........_ _ _.__...__....,__......__.. 

0 512 1024 1536 2048 2560 3072 3584 4096 

Code 

FIGURE 2. ADC774 Board OLE with Improved Ground. 
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+SVDC 1 

12/8 2 

CS 3 

+Ve&. 7 

RefOUI 8 

lmpruved : __ -~ Common 9 
Ground 1 

Uslnga~ Ref In 10 

Ground 
Plane. 

ADC774 

28 STArus 

27 DB11 (MSB) 

DB10 

DB9 

DB8 

20 DB4 

19 D83 

18 D82 

DB1 . 

DBO{I.SB) 

Bipolar Offset 

10VRange 

20VRange 
Digital Comm0!_1 ___ , 

I 

I
-------.---------------------------------. ____ : 
l P~r/ 
rouodT"'8 . G-od 

FIGURE 3. Ground Impedance is High Due to Long Circuit Trace. 8.Y Using Ground Plane, OLE is Improved. 
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COMPLETE TEMPERATURE DATA 
ACQUISITION SYSTEM FROM A SINGLE +5V SUPPLY 

IJy George Hill, (602) 746-7283 

The CMOS ADS574 and ADSTI4 are drop-in replacements 
for industry standard ADC574 analog-to-digital converters, 
offering lower power and the capability to operate from a 
single +SV supply. The switched capacitor array architec
ture (CDAC), with the input resistor divider network to 
provide ADC574 input ranges, also allow the new parts to 
handle additional input ranges, including a OV to 5V range. 
This can be used to build a complete temperature data 
acquisition system using a single +SV supply. 

Figure I shows the input resistor divider network on the 
ADS574, and how it can be configured for a OV to 5V input 
range. Pin I 2 is nonnally the bipolar offset pin on standard 
ADC574s, and serves the same function for ±SV and ±IOV 
input ranges on the ADS574. However, when connected as 
shown, pin 12 on the ADS574 can also be used as an analog 
input. In this mode, the ADS574 maintains its differential 
linearity of 12-bit "No-Missing-Codes", and integral linear
ity is typically better than 0.1%, or IO-bits. The slight 
change in linearity is due to internal circuitry designed to 
maximii.e compatibility of the ADS574 used in existing 
ADC574 sockets. 

Figure 2 shows the circuit for a complete high accuracy 
temperature measurement system using the OV to 5V input 
range on the ADS574. The RTD sensor shown has a resis
tance of 1000 at OOC, and is rated for use from -200°C to 

No 34k0 
Connoctlon 0-----.,vv.....__, 

13 

ADSS74 

OVto 
3.33V 

FIGURE 1. ADS574 Connections for OV to +SV Input 
Range. 

660°C. Over this range, the resistance of the RTD will vary 
from about 180 to about 333n 

Amplifiers A1 and ~ (the two op amps inside a single 
OPAI013) are used to generate a stable lmA current source 
to excite the RTD. The 2.5V reference output of the ADS574 
is used to derive this current source, so that the entire system 
will be ratiometric. As the reference in the ADS574 changes 
over temperature or time, it will affect both the gain of the 
AID and the current source. 

RTDs in industrial process controls are often far removed 
from the electronics. One thousand feet of 22-gauge copper 
has 160 of resistance (shown as Rw in Figure 2), and this 
varies with temperature. The circuit around ~ (half of a 
second OPA1013) uses a third wire from the remote RTD to 
remove most of the effect of the two Rw drops in series with 
the RTD. The lOOk!l resistors are much larger than Rw, 
minimizing inaccuracies due to currents flowing through 
them 

Amplifier A. is used in a gain of 12.207VN, so that a 0.10 
change in the value of the RTD (changing the positive input 
to A4 by lOOµV) corresponds to one LSB change in the 
output of the ADS574. OV and 5V full scale inputs to the 
ADS574 would result from 00 and 409.60 RTD values 
(andhenceOmV and400.6mVatA.'s inpuL) Choosing this 
range not only sets one LSB equal to a 0.10 change, but also 
keeps A, and A. from ever operating near their OV and 5V 
rails. The RTD never gets below about 180 or above about 
3300. which gives 18mV to 330mV at the input to A. (and 
somewhat more at the input to ~. due to the two Rw drops.) 

As used in Figure 2, the ADS574 will switch to the hold 
mode and start a conversion immediately when a convert 
command is received (a falling edge on pin 5.) Pin 28 will 
output a HIGH during conversion, and a falling edge output 
on pin 28 can be used to read the data from the conversion. 
Since digital processing will normally be done to linearii.e 
the output of the RTD for maximum accuracy, the same 
process can also be used to calibrate out gain and offset 
errors in the circuit, and any effects from the approximations 
used in the feedback around ~-

This linearization will also restore the integral linearity of 
the ADS574 mentioned above, since the differential linear
ity remains at the 12-bit level. 
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NOTES: (1) 1000 at 0"C platinum temperature sensing olomonl from Yollow Springs lnstNment Co., Inc. 
(2) Not lntemally connected. (3) All reslatOfS, except tho 600 resistors, ohould be 1% molal film. 

FIGURE 2 Complete Single-Supply Temperature Measurement System Using 3-Wire RTD Connection. 

Status 
OUlput 
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USING DSP101 WITH MULTIPLEXED ANALOG INPUTS 

The DSPIOI and DSP102 sampling analog-to-digital con
verters have all the interface logic to connect directly to 
popular digital signal processor ICs from ADI, AT&T, 
Motorola, and Texas Instruments. A unique ''tag" input 
allows additional serial data to be appended to the serial data 
stream that is sent to the DSP processor. When the DSPI0IU> 
is coupled with an analog multiplexer, this tag feature can be 
used to construct a low cost multiple input AID that will 
send a channel identification number along with that channel's 
conversion results. The channel ID can then be used by the 
DSP processor to separate the different inputs. 

The DSP101 uses an internal da~ pipeline architecture to 
synchronize the data from the Successive Approximation 
Register (SAR) analog-to-digital converter to the data clock 
of the DSP processor IC. The block diagram of the DSPIOI 
(Figure 1) shows how data moves through the part and how 
the tag bits are appended. The serial data from the SAR is 
clocked into a shift register and held by a latch. On the next 
convert command, the data is then loaded into an output shift 
register and clocked out to the DSP processor IC, synchro
nous to the bit transfer clock. As the serial data is clocked 
out to the DSP processor IC, serial data inputted to TAG is 
clocked into the output shift register. Figure 2 shows how 
the serial tag information is appended after the 18th bit of 
data. 

Analog 
Input 

Data 
S.A.R. Out 
AID 

Converter CU< 
Out 

D 18-blt Input 
Shift Rogl111er 

CLK 

18 

D 

Latch 

a 
18 

TAG n-----------10 
ta.bit Output 
Shift Rogllltor 

a 

XCLK CLK Load 

FIGURE 1. DSPI0l lntemal Block Diagram. 
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SOUT 

SYNC 

The schematic of Figure 3 shows a complete eight-channel 
analog input system. A 74HC163 counter is used to provide 
the scan sequence to a Burr-Brown MPC508A analog mul
tiplexer. In order to allow the MPC508A enough time to 
switch to the next channel and settle before the DSPIOI 
begins its conversion, a 74HC221 one shot is used to 
produce a 3ms delay for the DSPI0l convert command 
inpuL 

To avoid introducing distortion to the signal, the input to the 
DSPIOI must be driven by a low impedance source. Due to 
the high output impedance of the MPC508A, an OPA627 in 
.a ~ity gain configuration is used as a buffer for the DSPIOl 
inpuL 

Since the DSPI0I has an internal data pipeline delay of one 
sample, a 74HC574 D-type latch is used to delay the tag bits 
by one sample also. This delay causes the channel identifi
cation tag to be appended directly to that channel's conver
sion results. Since the channel scanning shown in the sche
matic is sequential, this delay latch could be left out and the 
DSP processor software modified to recognize an N-1 chan
nel ID. However, for systems using non-sequential scan 
lists, this delay latch would be essential to maintain the data 
and channel ID integrity. 

The 74HC166 synchronous loading shift register is used so 
that the rising edge of the bit clock, in conjunction with the 
SYNC output of the DSPI 01, loads the tag data into the shift 
register in a predictable manner. The tag data is then clocked 
into the DSPIOI by the bit clock, while conversion data is 
clocked out the other end of the shift register. 

This circuit was constructed on Burr-Brown's DEM-DSP102/ 
202 demonstration fixture. Software for recognizing channel 
tags and sorting the data was written for Burr-Brown's 
ZPB34 DSP board for the IBM PC/AT. This board is based 
on the AT&T WE- DSP32C 32-bit floating point digital 
signal processor. 

Since the SYNC output of the DSPI0I that is used to load 
the latches in this circuit is active low for AT&T DSP 
processors, the circuit nmst be modified for use with DSP 
processors from Texas Instruments, Motorola. and ADI. For 
these processors, tie the SSF pin of the DSPIOI high, and 
use a 74HC04 hex inverter to invert the SYNC line input to 
the 74HC574 and 74HC166. 

NOlB: fo This discualioa applies to both the DSPlOl and the dual 
DSP102, but for simplicity we will 181k only about the DSPlOl. 
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SYNC (SSF • Low) 
(115) 

SOUT (CASO• Low on DSP102) 
(20) 

TAG TAO 1111 : TAG 812 (10) ____________ , _________ ,........_ 

' 8117 ,111110 TAGBl1 TAGl!il2 TAGBit2 

FIGURE 2. DSPlOl/102 SOUT Datil Format with TAG Information. (See DSPlOl data sheet for full timing information.) 
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FIGURE 3. A Complete Eight-Channel Analog Input System Using the DSP101 and the MPC508A. 

Serial Data Ou1 
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WHAT DESIGNERS SHOULD KNOW 
ABOUT DATA CONVERTER DRIFT 

Understanding the Components of Worst-Case Degradation Can Help in Avoiding Overspeciflcation 

Exactly how inaccurate will a change in temperature make 
an analog-to-digital or digital-to-analog converter? As de
signers are well aware, a 12-bit device may provide a much 
lower accuracy at its operating-temperature extremes, per
haps only to 9 or even 8 bits. But for lack of more precise 
knowledge, many play it safe (and expensive) and 
overspecify. 

Yet it is fairly simple to determine a converter's absolute 
worst-case degradation from its various drift specifications. 
Considering these specifications separately and examining 
their bases will help to unravel the labyrinth of converter 
drift and show how to go about calculating the actual worst
case drift error for most devices. 

Accuracy drift for a D/A converter or a successive-approxi
mation AID converter has three primary components: its 
gain, offset, and nonlinearity temperature coefficients. In
stead of calling out the gain and offset drifts separately, 
some manufacturers specify a full-scale drift, which takes 
both into account. Another important specification in many 
applications is differential nonlinearity, which reflects the 
equality (or rather, the inequality) of the analog steps be
tween adjacent digital codes. But, since this parameter is 
really describing only the distribution of the linearity error, 
its temperature coefficient does not contribute to the 
converter's worst-case accuracy drift. 

EXAMINING THE COMPONENTS OF DRIFT 
The transfer function of a D/A converter will illustrate how 
the different kinds of drift degrade accuracy. 

In a bipolar D/A converter, which produces both positive 
and negative analog voltages, offset drift changes all the 
output voltages by an equal amount, moving the entire 
transfer function up or down from the ideal in parallel to it 
(Figure la). The drift of the converter's voltage reference is 
the main cause of this error-which may also be called the 
minus-full-scale drift, since it occurs even when all the input 
bits are logic O or off. In a unipolar unit, the offset drift is 
usually much smaller, being due mostly to drift in the offset 
voltage of the output operational amplifier and secondarily 
to leakage in the current switches. 

Unlike off set drift, gain drift rotates the transfer function 
(Figure 1 b). In a bipolar unit it does so around minus full 
scale (all bits off), and in a unipolar unit it does so around 
zero (again all bits oft). The gain drift affects each output 
voltage by the same percentage (not the same amount), 
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tipping the transfer function at an angle to the ideal. In 
general, about 70% of this drift is caused by the drift of the 
converter's voltage reference. 

Obviously, then, reference drift is a major contributor to 
total inaccuracy due to gain and offset drift. A positive: 
temperature coefficient for the reference causes the transfer · 
function to rotate about zero, as shown in Figure le for a 
bipolar converter. Since the gain and bipolar offset drifts due 
to the reference will always be opposite in direction, the 
worst-case accuracy drift may be less than half the sum of 
the individual drift specifications. In a unipolar converter, 
the gain and offset drifts may well add together, but the 
unipolar offset drift is usually insignificant compared to the 
magnitude of the gain drift, so it is not so important a factor. 

Full-scale drift describes the change in the output voltage 
when all bits are on. For a unipolar converter, it is simply the 
sum of the offset and gain drifts. In contrast, for a bipolar 
converter, the full-scale drift is the sum of half the reference 
drift, the gain drift exclusive of the reference, and the offset 
drift exclusive of the reference. 

POOR TRACKING CAUSES LINEARITY DRIFT 
Finally, linearity drift reflects the shift in the analog output 
voltage from the straight line drawn between the output 
value when all the bits are off (minus full scale) and the 
output value when all the bits are on (plus full scale). This 
error is caused by the varying temperature coefficients of the 
ratio resistances of the converter's current-weighting (scal
ing) resistor, as well as the ratio drifts of the base-emitter 
voltages and betas of its transistor current switches. 

Since the change in linearity with temperature depends on 
how closely various parameters track each other, and not on 
absolute parameters values, it is fairly easy to control with 
present-day hybrid and monolithic technologies. As a result, 
linearity drift is usually much smaller than either the gain or 
offset drift. Moreover, it is generally guaranteed to be within 
some maximum limit over the converter's full operating 
temperature range. 
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Another specification that is important in some applications 
is bipolar zero drift, which reflects the change in the output 
voltage of a bipolar converter at midscale, when only the 
most significant bit is on and all other bits are off. This drift 
error at zero is not affected by reference drift at all, but is 
caused mainly by poor tracking in the converter's scaling 
resistors and current switches. Therefore, it appears as a 
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FIGURE 1. Effects of DrifL For a bipolar D/ A converter, offset drift (a) moves the unit's transfer function up or down, whereas 
gain drift (b) rotates is about digital zero. Both of these errors are chiefly due to reference drift (c), which causes 
a rotation about analog zero. 

random variation about zero, and it has a worst-case magni
tude equal to the offset drift exclusive of the reference plus 
half the gain drift exclusive of the reference. 
To understand more fully how these drift errors are gener
ated, consider the simplified schematic (Figure 2) of a 
typical 12-bit bipolar DIA converter. Circuit operation is 
fairly simple. The reference current flows. through refer
ence transistor <le, producing a voltage drop across resistor 
Re-Since the base of~ is connected to the bases of all the 
other transistor current switches, the same potential is also 
generated across resistors R1 through R12• The multiple 
emitters of the transistors cause current density to be the 
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same for each of these binarily weighted current sources, 
thereby providing good matching and tracking of the 
transistors' V BE and p. 

TRACKING ERRORS TEND TO CANCEL 
Now suppose that, because of temperature or aging, the 
value of every resistor on network RN1 increases by 1 %. 
Since the reference current remains constant, the voltage 
across these resistors also increases by 1 %, so the output 
current and the output voltage are unchanged. If, instead, the 
value of all the resistors on network RN2 increase by 1 %, the 
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14.062k0 14.062n 

FIGURE 2. Typical DIA Circuit In general, the circuit design for a D/A converter largely compensates for tracking errors in 
the resistor networks and transistor current switches. By far the dominant error source is the drift of the zener diode 
that makes up the reference. · 

reference current decreases by 1 %, reducing the voltage 
across Re by 1 % and causing the output current to drop by 
1 %. However, since the value of the feedback resistor, R, is 
now 1 % higher, the output voltage, which is equal to IourR.,. 
does not change. 
The converter compensates for variations in the transistor 
Vea and P in the same manner. Although the individual 
resistors on RN, and RN2 may have temperature coefficients 
as high as ±50 parts per million per degree Celsius, the 
tracking of these resistors, and therefore their contribution to 
drift in linearity and gains, is typically as little as 1 to 2 ppm/ 
°C. In fact, the only error sources for. which the circuit does 
not compensate are the drifts in offset voltage and offset 
current of amplifiers, A~ and ~. as well as the drift of the 
zener reference diode. By far, the dominant ei:ror source is 
the drift of this zener, while the offsets of A, contribute to 
the gain drift exclusive of the reference, and the off sets of~ 
contribute to offset drift exclusive.of the reference. 

THE EFFECT OF REFERENCE DRIFT 
To evaluate the effect of variations in the reference voltage 
on the overall accuracy of the converter requires determin
ing the variation in output voltage for a change in ambient 
temperature. A good first-order approximation is to assume 
that all other drift errors - those due to tracking errors and 
random variations - are zero. 
Writing the node equation for the summing junction at the 
inverting input of amplifier ~ yields: 

V our + .Y.ma:.. _,Yim:.. K[~ +!a.+ ... +!n.] = 0 
RF R8ro RREF 2 4 2° 

where K is a gain constant, and b1 through b0 represent the 
digital bits, which are either 1 or 0, depending on whether a 
bit is on or off. This equation may be used to determine the 
output voltage for any digital input 
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At minus full scale, with B1 = b2 ... = b0 = 0, the output voltage 
becomes: 

V our = V -FS = -[..!L]v REF 
Rero 

At bipolar zero (b, = 1, b2 = b3 = ... =:= b0 = 0), the output 
voltage for an ideal converter is equal to zero: 

V OUT= V BPZ = 0 = [~ K-_!L]y REF 
2RREF RePO 

At plus full scale, with b1 = ~ = .•• = b0 = 1, the output 
voltage becomes: 

[ 
RF RF ] VoUT=V+FS= --K--- VREF 

RREF Rero 

Solving the equation for V ePZ for gain constant K yields: 

K=...!L, 2RREP = 2RREF 
Rero Rp Rero 

Substituting this expression for K in the appropriate equa
tions, the variation in output voltage for a change in refer
ence caused by temperature may be computed At minus full 
scale, this drift is: 

where &T is the change in ambient temperature. As men
tioned previously, drift error at midscale is caused by track
ing errors, not by variations in the reference, so: 

&VePZ =0 
&T 

At plus full scale, the change in the output becomes: 

Therefore, the drift in the output voltage due to reference 
variations at minus full scale (or the bipolar offset drift) will 
be equal in magnitude but opposite in direction to that at plus 
full scale. Each of these drift errors amounts to half the 
reference drifL The gain drift due to reference variations 
may be written as: 

{&V +FS -&V -FS)/ &T 

which is equal to the reference drifL It should be noted that 
the gain and reference drifts are specified in ppml°C, while 
the full-scale and off set drifts are in ppm of full-scale range 
(FSR) per °C. 
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COMPUTING THE WORST-CASE ERROR 
These results may now be used to find the worst-case 
total accuracy drift error for the typical converter of 
Figure 2. Suppose the maximum temperature coefficient 
of the device's internal reference is ±20ppm/°C, resulting 
in a gain drift of ±20ppm/°C, a plus-full-scale drift of 
±lOppm of FSRl°C, and a bipolar offset drift of ±lOppm 
of FSRl°C. The maximum gain drift exclusive of the 
reference is ±lOppml°C, and the offset drift exclusive of 
the reference is ±5ppm of FSR/°C. 

The worst-case error occurs at plus full scale. To compute it, 
the errors due to the reference as well as those exclusive of 
the reference that are due to random variations must be taken 
into account. Therefore, the only contributors to the worst
case full-scale accuracy drift are the plus-full-scale drift due 
to the reference, and the random errors of the offset drift and 
the gain drift exclusive of the reference. Summing these 
together yields a worst-case full-scale accuracy drift of 
±25ppm of FSR/°C or ± 0.0025% of FSR/°C. 

The converter is a 1 ~bit device having a linearity error of 
±1/2 least significant bit, or ±0.01%. Also, for its operating 
temperature range of ere to 70°C, the maximum excursion 
from room temperature (25°C) will be 45°C. Assuming that 
gain and off set errors are adjusted to zero at room tempera
ture, the total accuracy error may be computed as the sum of 
the linearity error and the full-scale accuracy error: 

worst-case total accuracy error = (linearity error) 

+ (full-scale accuracy error) 

= (±0.01%) + (±0.0025%1°C) (45°C) 

= ±0.12% 

which is about 9-bit accuracy. The accuracy for many 12-bit 
D/A converters will typically be twice as good as this with 
most devices providing 10-bit accuracy. 

All of the drift relationships and causes examined in this 
article also apply to a successive-approximation AID con
verter, which uses a D/A converter as one if its circuit 
blocks, as shown in Figure 3. In the equations, simply 
substitute VIN for V our and RiN for Rp. Also, in the AID 
converter, comparator drift, rather than op amp drift, con
tributes to the device's unipolar offset drift. 

Roprlnted from E/octronlcs, November 10, 1977: Copyright CMc:Graw•HIII, 
Inc., 1977 
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FIGURE 3. AID Converter. All of the relationships that apply to the drift errors in a D/A converter also hold for a successive 
approximation AID converter, since this component includes a current-output DIA converter as one of its circuit 
blocks, as shown here. 
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·SUPERPOSITION: THE HIDDEN 
DAC LINEARITY ERROR 

As More DACs Become Available With Resolutions of 12 Bits and Greater, Users Should Know the 
Causes and Effects of Superposition Error on Relative and Absolute Accuracy and What to Do to 

Minimize It 

A digital-to-analog converter (DAC). translates digital sig
nals to analog signals. For example, a 12-bit DAC takes a 
12-bit binary number, called an input code, and converts it 
into one of 4,096 analog output voltages or currents. When 
the contribution to the output voltage or current of each 
individual bit is independent of any other, it means that the 
device exhibits no superposition error or that "superposition 
holds." For a DAC with little or no superposition error, the 
linearity error for any given code will relate to the linearity 
error at some different code. This allows you to determine 
the worst case linearity error, and the digital code where that 
error occurs, with a very simple test<O 

However, if the DAC under test has excessive superposition 
error, this simple test will give erroneous results; therefore, 
you must test all digital codes to determine the worst case 
error and code. Superposition error, or bit interaction, often 
is significant in converters with a resolution of 12 to 16 bits. 
If the error becomes large enough, a DAC may fail to meet 
a l/2LSB linearity error or relative accuracy specification 
even with each individual bit adjusted perfectly. This speci
fication becomes important in many applications such as 
automatic test equipment or precision voltage standards 
where the absolute value of the output voltage must remain 
within specified limits after calibration of off set and gain 
errors. 

For a DAC with low superposition, the following equation 
determines the output voltage, if we assume that the offset 
and gain errors have been removed: 

[

b1{ll2+£1)+ b2{ l/4 +e2)+ ... l 
Vo =VFS 

+ba{l/211 +Ea) (1) 

where £ix VPS equals the linearity error associated with the 
i111 bit and bi, equals the value (0 or l) of the i111 bit of the DAC 
input code. Since the analog output error with all input code 
bits off (000 ... 000) and all input bits on ( 111 ... 111) has been 
adjusted to 0, the summation of all the bit errors, 

{e1 +£ 2 +£ 3 ••• e11)or(tei) 
... 1 

(2) 

becomes zero. This means that the errors are symmetrical or, 
in other words, for every possible input code there exists an 
equal and opposite error associated with the one's comple-
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ment of that code. The linearity error (sometimes called 
relative accuracy, integral linearity, nonlinearity or end
point linearity) is defined as the maximum error magnitude 
that occurs. 

Now consider the relationship between the individual bit 
errors (£i) and the linearity error. There exists some digital 
input code (b1, b2 ••• bJ that yields the maximum linearity 
error <E..AX) and the one's complement of this code (b1, 
b2 ... bJ, that must yield an error of the same magnitude but 
in the opposite direction (-&.we). The relative magnitude 
and polarities of the errors determine which actual input 
code has the most linearity error. For the error to be maxi
mum, all of the error terms must be additive and the 
following proves true: 

IEMAXl+I-EMAXl=lb1E1 +b2£2+ .•. 

+ b11e11I + 1ii1e1 + h2£2 + ••. +h11E11I 

2IEMAX I= {b1 + b1 ~£1 I+ (b2 + b2 )le2l+ •.• 

+(b 11 + b11)le11l (3) 

but b1 + b1 = 1, making the maxinmm linearity error: 

This result proves interesting because it relates the maxi
mum linearity error to the individual bit errors; therefore, 
you can evaluate a DAC by simply measuring the output 
error associated with n digital input codes instead of all of 
the 2n possible combinations_<2.31 

Stated another way, the sum of the positive bit errors should 
equal in magnitude the sum of the negative bit errors when 
the gain and offset errors have been removed Any differ
ence in these magnitudes indicates the presence of a super
position error. If this difference proves greater than approxi
mately 1/10 of an LSB (IDEC standard for superposition 
error), further testing may become necessary to determine 
the accuracy of the DAC. However, a superposition error of 
more than 1/lOLSB does not by itself imply that a DAC 
cannot meet a linearity specification of, say, ±l/2LSB; it 
simply means that you must conduct a more elaborate test to 
detennine the worst case linearity error and digital input 
code where that error occurs. 
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A3-BITDAC-
An e~le illustrating the relationship between linearity 
error and the individual bit errors for a 3-bit DAC appears in 
Figure la. Any deviation in the DAC output from the 
straight line drawn between all bits off and all bits on 
indicates a linearity error. With the superposition.error less 
than 1/l0LSB, the error pattern will appear as synunetrical 
around midscale as indicated. · 

Figure 1 b shows a transfer characteristic for a 3-bit DAC 
which exhibits superposition error. Note that, in this ex
ample, the symmeirical error pattern around midscale no 
longer exists. You must consider the difference between the 
electrical sum and the algebraic sum of the bit errors when 
determining whether to use a more comprehensive test 
The data in-Table I came from a 12-bit hybrid DAC. Note 
that, for this test, the full scale voltage was increased• to 
10.2375V, making the ideal bit weights, starting at the LSB, 
equal to 2.5mV, 5.0mV, 10.0mV ••• 2.560V, and finally 
5.12V for the MSB. You can memorize these numbers easily 
and calculate the error voltages quickly by inspection. The 
difference between the algebraic sum of the positive. bit 
errors (320µV) and negative bit errors (-31 OµV) equals only 
lOµV, which.indicates a low superposition error. Thus, tl;le 
maximum linearity error becomes 1/2 x (320 + 310) = 
315µV. 

DAC 0utpu1 (V) 

8.75 

7.50 

6.25 

5.00 

3.75 

2.50 

1.25 

0 
001 010 011 100 101 110 111 

!o~~--r-T--r-_._J_...T_~t-•--• .... o.so J. 
@ -0.25 1 1 I 
w -0.50 

The data. in Table·U came from a monolithic bipolar 12-:bit 
D'AC. Note that the difference here between the positive bit 
errors·(+S50µV) and the negative bit error (-l,650µV) 
equals -1.lmV or almost l/2LSB. In this situation, superpo
sition does not hold and you cannot say anything definite 
about linearity· with the data available. 

··, TESTING ALL INPUT CODES 
When the short-cut method of measuring linearity error 
does not prove sufficient, you can develop a high speed 
measurement circuit capable of testing all 2D code combina
tions. A simple schematic of this type of tester appears in 
Figure 2. The· binary counter has n + 1 stages to provide a 
binary count from 0 to·2°- 1 and to reset the counters at the 
end of the count The reference DAC and the x 10 error 
amplifier must have combined settling times to ±1/IOLSB 
of less 'than l0µs since the system clock must operate at 
20kHz to have a flicker-free display. For a 12-bit converter, 
a complete cycle takes 50µs x 4,096 counts or approxi
mately IOOms. The output of the n111 counter stage also 
displays on the scope to indicate the midscale transition 
point, and offset and gain adjustment potentiometers are 
provided to zero the end points of the error display. 

DAC 0ulput (V) 

8.7S 

7.50 

6.25 

5.00 

3.75 

2.50 

1.25 

• Eloctllcal Vallo 
ofCodo 

• Algobralc Sum 
ofCodo 

---+--t--t-----t--+---t-~ Dlgllal 
0 Input 

001 010 011 100 101 110 111 

.... 0.50 I i 0.25 

i~~t--1..--1..---1r--1r---r1-••-• 

FIGURE 1. Both of These 3-Bit DAC Transfer Functions Exhibit Errors. Linearity error (a) exists for input codes 001, 010, 
011, 100, 101, and 110; note the symmetry of the errors about midscale~ Superposition errors (b) lack symmetry 
about midscale. 
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INPUT CODE IDEAL OUTPUT (V) ACTUAL OUTPUT(V) ERROR(µV) 

AU Bits •on• +10.23750 +10.23750 0 
AD Blls"Oft" 0 0 0 
Bil 1 (MSB) 5.12000 5.11995 -60 
8112 2.56000 2.55982 -180 
8113 1.28000 1.27994 -80 
8114 0.64000 0.63998 -20 
Bil 5 0.32000 0.32004 +40 
8116 0.18000 0.16004 +40 
8117 0.08000 0.08004 +40 
8118 0.04000 0.04005 +50 
8119 0.02000 0.02010 +100 
Bil 10 0.01000 0.01002 +20 
81111 0.00500 0.00502 +20 
81112 {LSB) 0.00250 0.00251· +10 

Positive Sum +320 
Nogatlvo Sum -310 
OHforonce +10 

TABLE I. In This Data from a 12-Bit Hybrid DAC, the Full
Scale Voltage Was Increased to 10.2375V, Mak
ing the Ideal Bit Weights, Starting at the LSB, 
Equal to 2.5mV, 5.0mV, 10.0mV ... 2.560V and 
Finally 5.12V for the MSB. You can easily 
memorize these numbers and quickly calculate 
the error voltages by inspection. 

This tester works well for 8-. 9-, and 10-bit converters. For 
a 12-bit DAC, the 4,0% segments displayed on the CRT are 
spaced so close together that the switching transients create 
a wide band of noise making it difficult to tell if the 
converter meets its specification, especially with a linearity 
error near the ±l/2LSB limiL One way around this problem, 
if you assume that the errors contributed by the last four bits 
of the DAC are small, entails inhibiting these bits with the 
AND gates shown in Figure 2; this reduces the binary count 
to 256 and also gives each count 16 times longer for the 
glitches to settle ouL You can make other improvements to 
this tester such as automatic offset and gain error' nulling, a 
sample/hold deglitcher to remove the glitches at the error 
output and a go/no go window comparator to test the 
linearity error at each binary counL 

The test circuit shown in Figure 2 and two different 12-bit 
DACs produced the oscilloscopic photographs in Figure 3. 
The offset and gain errors have been nulled at the left and 
right portions of the photographs, respectively; and the 
linearity error appears as the deviation from the horizontal 
center line of the scope, with the vertical sensitivity 1/2LSB 
per division. The digital input to the MSB indicates the mid
range and full-scale binary counts. 

The DAC errors displayed in Figure 3a appear symmetri
cally about the center of the scope, indicating very little 
superposition error; while those in Figure 3b are almost all 
positive which indicates a moderate amount of superposi
tion error. Figure 3b shows why some manufacturers specify 
linearity error as the maximum deviation from a best fit 
straight line rather than straight line through the end points. 
You can see, in this example, that a linearity error specifi
cation of ±l/2LSB proves easier to meet when using the 
best fit straight-line method. In a DAC with symmetrical 
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INPUT CODE IDEAL OUTPUT (Vl ACTUAL OUTPUT(V) ERROR(µV) 

AU Bits •on• +10.23760 +10.23750 0 
AU Bits -Off" 0 0 0 
Bil 1 (MSB) 5.12000 5.11927 -730 
Bil2 2.56000 2.55928 -720 
Blt3 1.28000 1.27996 -40 
8114 0.64000 0.64013 +130 
Bil 5 0.32000 0.32013 +130 
Bit6 0.18000 0.16003 +30 
8117 0.08000 0.07987 -130 
B118 0.04000 0.03997 -30 
8119 0.02000 0.02000 0 
Bil 10 0.01000 0.01008 +80 
Bit 11 0.00500 0.00512 +120 
81112 (LSB) 0.00250 0.00256 +60 

Positive sum +550 
Negative Sum -1650 
OHferenco -1100 

TABLE U. Note That the Difference Between the Positive 
Bit Errors ( +550µ V) and the Negative Bit Errors 
(-l,650µV) in This Data from a Monolithic Bi
polar DAC, Equals -1.lmV or Almost l/2LSB. 
In this situation, superposition does not hold and 
you cannot say~anything definite about linearity 
with the amount of data available. 

error patterns,' as shown in Figure 3a, a straight line through 
the end points becomes the same as a best fit straight line. 

SOURCES OF SUPERPOSITION ERROR 
Generally, superposition error in monolithic and hybrid con
verters results from the feedback resistor, R,. changing in 
value as the output voltage varies from 0V to + 1 0V. This 
apparent nonlinearity comes from the variable power dissi
pation that occurs in this resistor which can produce a 
temperature rise (self-heating) of as much as 1 °C to 2°C in 
some DACs. This in tum changes the absolute value of the 
feedback resistor since it will have a temperature coefficient 
(TC) of between 50ppm/°C and 300ppm/°C for a thin-film 
material and over 1,000 ppm/°C for a monolithic diffused 
resistor. This problem generally does not occur in discrete 
data converters because the physical size of the feedback 
resistor is so large that the temperature rise. and therefore the 
resistance variation, remain extremely small. In a monolithic 
converter, however, with real estate at a premium, the mass 
of the feedback resistor is often so small the large tempera
ture rise will occur for even small changes in power dissipa
tion due to self-heating 

To determine if the feedback resistor is at fault, substitute a 
low TC external resistor for the internal feedback resistor of 
the DAC and see if the nonlinearity disappears. The oscillo
scope photograph in Figure 4 shows the results of using the 
test circuit shown in Figure 2, the same DAC whose transfer 
function appears in Figure 3b, with the internal feedback 
resistor being replaced by a low TC external resistor. Note 
· that the DAC error is now almost evenly distributed about the 
·center of the oscilloscope which indicates that the major 
cause of the superposition error has been removed. You 
cannot use an external feedback resistor, of course, in most 
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FIGURE 2. This Tester Works Well For 8-, 9-, and 10-Bit Conveners. For a 12-bit DAC, the 4096 segments displayed on the 
CRT are spaced so close together that the switching transients create a wide band of noise making it difficult to 
tell if the convener meets its specification, especially with linearity error near the ±1/2LSB limit One way around 
this problem, if you assume that the errors contributed by the last four bits of the DAC are small, entails inhibiting 
these bits with the AND gates shown. 
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A B 

FIGURE 3. In These Scope Waveform Photographs Showing the Output of the Test Circuit in Figure 2, the Top Traces Indicate 
the Linearity Error, and the Bottom Traces Reflect the Status of the MSB of the Input Code. The hybrid DAC (a) 
exhibits little superposition error, while the asymmetry of the linearity error {b) about midscale shows superposition 
error for the monolithic bipolar DAC. The MSB transition marks the horizontal center. 

FIGURE 4. An External Feedback Resistor Can Decrease 
Superposition Error for the Monolithic Bipolar 
DAC Shown in Figure 3b. 

practical applications because it will cause excessive gain 
drift since it will not track the internal diffused or thin-film 
reference resistor with variations in time and temperature. 

Superposition error or bit interaction can occur in other 
ways-by temperature gradients on a monolithic chip which 
cause the magnitude of a bit output to be a function of the 
state of the other bit switches, or by feedback resistors which 
have an appreciable voltage coefficient of resistance {VCR), 
such as diffused resistors mighL Again, the presence of 
superposition error does not mean a DAC will not meet its 
linearity specification, but you will need more extensive 
testing to verify if it does. 

Superposition error, however, is by no means the only 
source of linearity error. Pay attention to your wiring when
ever you use or test a DAC. When critical portions of a 
cin:uit share the same metallization path (e.g., a metalliza
tion path on a monolithic chip or in a wirebond; the contact 
resistance of a socket; or the wiring resistance of a test 
cin:uit), varying voltage drops caused by changing current 
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levels can cause serious errors which could "drown out" any 
existing superposition error. 

You can minimize the effect of wiring resistance (Rw) 
external to the DAC by paying careful attention to the 
grounding and connection scheme employed Figure Sa 
shows a correct connection configuration that you can use 
with most commercially available DACs to yield maximum 
accuracy. You can reduce or eliminate the effects of various 
wiring and contact resistances, R1, Ri, R, and ~. as follows: 

• R1 appears in series with the feedback resistance and 
therefore introduces only a gain error that can be nulled 
during calibration. 

• ~ appears inside the output amplifier feedback loop and 
the loop gain will reduce its eff ecL 

• R, appears in series with the load resistor and will cause an 
error in the voltage across Rt_. One-half LSB error would 
result at full load for R, = 0.020 for a 16-bit DAC. 
Therefore, if possible, you should sense the output voltage 
in such a way as to include R,. Figure Sb illustrates the 
optimum connection made possible by the ground sense 
pin available on some higher accuracy DACs. In the 
configuration shown, R'p = Rp and R9 = RoAc-This causes 
rejection of any signal developed across R, as a common 
mode input, and R, will not affect the voltage across Rt_. 
This configuration will also reject noise present on the 
system common. 

• ~ remains negligible in both circuits with ground connec
tions made as shown. 

35 



For Immediate Assistance~ Contact Your,Local Salesperson 

I\ 

(A) (Bl 

FIGURE 5. These Connection Diagrams Show How to Reduce the Effects of Wiring and Socket Resistance for a Typical DAC 
(a) and a High Accuracy DAC (b). Resistors Rr R2, R3 and R

4 
represent wiring and cont~ct resistance. · 
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PRINCIPLES OF DATA ACQUISITION AND CONVERSION 

Data acquisition and conversion systems are .used to acquire 
analog signals from one or more sources and convert these 
signals into digital form for analysis or transmission by end 
devices such as digital computers, recorders, or communica
tions networks. The analog signal inputs to data acquisition 
systems are most often generated from sensors and transduc
ers which convert real-world parameters such as pressure, 
temperature, stress or. strain,· flow,, etc., into :equivalent 
electrical signals. The electrically equivalent signals are then 
converted by the data acquisition system and are then uti
li7.ed by the end devices in digital form. The ability of the 
electronic system to preserve signal. accuracy.and integrity is 
the main measure of the quality of the system. 

The basic components required for the acquisition and 
conversion of analog signals into equivalent digital form are 
the following: 
1. Analog Multiplexer and Signal Conditioning 

2. Sample/Hold Amplifier 
3. · Analog-to-Digital Converter . · 

4. Timing or Sequence Logic 
Typically, today's data acquisitjon syste~ contain all the 
elements needed for data acq$ition and conversion, except 
perhaps, for input filtering and signal conditioning prior to 
analog multiplexing. The analog signals are time multi
plexed by the analog multiplier, the multiplexer output 
signal is then usually appliedlo a very-linear fast-settling 
differential amplifier and/or to a fast-settling low aperture 
sample/hold. The sample/hold is programmed to acquire and 
hold each multiplexed data sample which is converted into 
digital form by an AID converter. The converted sample is 
then presented at the output of the AID converter in parallel 
and serial digital form for. further processing by the end 
devices. 

SVSTE~·SAMPLING RATE -
Error Considerations 
The application and ultimate use of the converted data 
determines the required sampling and conversion rate of the 
data acquisition and conversion system. System sampling 
rate is determined, as shown in Figure 1, by the highest 
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FIGURE 1. Determining Mininmm System Sampling Rate. 

bandwidth channel, the number of_ data channels and the 
number of samples per. cycle. 

,, 

Aliasing Error 
From the Nyquist sampling theorem, a minimum of two 
samples per cycle of the data bandwidth is. required in an 
ideal sampled data system to reproduce ·sampled data with 
no loss of inf onnation. Thus, the first corisideration for 
determining. system sampling rate is aliasing error, i.e .• 
errors due to information being lost by not taking a sufficient 
number of samples per cycle of signal frequency. 

Figure 2 illustrates aliasing error caused from an insufficient 
number of samples per cycle of data bandwidth. 

. How Many Samples per Cycle? 
' The answer to this question depends on the allowable aver
age error tolerance, the method of reconstruction (if any), 
and the end use of the data. Regardless of the end use, the 
actual error of the discrete data samples· will be equal to the 
throughput error of the data acquisition and conversion 
system plus any digital errors contributed by a digital com-

: puter or other digital. end device. · 

For incremental devices such as stepping motors and switches, 
the average error of sampled digital data is not as important 
as it is for end devices that require continuous control 
signals. To illustrate average sampling error in sampled data 
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FIGURE 2. Aliasing Error vs Sampling Rate. 

systems, consider the case where the minimum of 2 samples 
per cycle of sinusoidal data are taken, and the data is 
reconstructed directly from an unfiltered D/A converter 
(zero-order reconstruction). The average error between the 
reconstructed data and the original signal is one-half the 
difference in area for one-half cycle divided by 7t, or 32% for 
zero order data, and 14% for first order reconstruction. 
However, the instantaneous accuracy at each sample point is 
equal to the accuracy of the acquisition and conversion 
system. and in many applications, this may be sufficient for 
driving band-limited end devices. The average accuracy of 
sampled data can be improved by ( 1) increasing the number 
of samples per cycle; (2) presample filtering prior to multi
plexing, or (3) filtering the DIA converter outpuL 

The improvement in average accuracy of sampled data is 
dramatic with only a slight increase in the number of 
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FIGURE 3. Reconstruction of Sampled Data Where fs = 
2fMAX• 
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samples per cycle, as shown in Figure 4. The theoretical 
limit is the throughput accuracy of the acquisition and 
conversion system for continuous sampling. 

For zero order reconstruction of data, it can be seen from 
Figure 4 that more than 10 samples per cycle of data 
bandwidth are required to reconstruct sampled data to aver
age accuracies of 90% or better. A commonly used range is 
7 to 10 samples per cycle. 

10 

' 1""-
r--..,"' 

ZGro Ordor Data 
~ V Roconstruction 

(0/A Converter 

r\ ~ Output) 

l 
lt' 

J 0.1 

\ r--. 
r--,."" 

[\ ~~ 

,- First Order Data 1/ I\ 
Roconalnlctlon ' 

(Voctor Connoctlon ~ 

of Sample) 

0.01 I 11111111 I I\ 

10 100 1000 

Samples,4C)'Clo 

FIGURE 4. Reconstruction Accuracy vs Number of Samples 
Per Cycle. 

Aperture Error 
Aperture error is defined as the amplitude and time errors of 
the sampled data points due to the uncertainty of the dy
namic data changes during sampling. In data acquisition and 
conversion systems, aperture error can be reduced or made 
insignificant either by the use of a sample/hold or with a 
very fast AID converter. 

For sinusoidal data. maximum aperture error occurs at the 
zero crossing where the gre~t dv/dt occurs, and is ex
pressed mathematically as: 

Aperture &ror = d (A sin 2n: ft) x tA x 100% 
dt 

= 2n; ftA X 100% max 
where f = maximum data frequency 

t = A 
aperture time of system (This 
can be the conversion time of 
the AID converter with no 
sample/hold. or the aperture 
time of a sample/hold if one is 
in front of an AID converter). 
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FIGURE 5. Aperture Error vs Aperture Time for Data Fre-
quencies from lOHz to 1MHz. 

This expression is shown graphically in Figure 5 for 
frequencies of IOHz to 1MHz with ±1/2LSB error high
lighted for various n-bit resolution AID converters. The 
need for a sample/hold becomes readily apparent when 
data frequencies of 1 OHz or higher are sampled, because 
the AID converter conversion speed must be 2µs or faster 
for aperture errors less than ±l/2LSB for 12-bit resolution, 
and high speed AID converters are complicated and expen
sive when compared to slower AID converters with a low 
aperture sample/hold. 
A sample/ hold with an aperture time of 50ns to 60ns 
produces negligible aperture error for data frequencies up to 
lOOHz for 10-and 12-bit resolution A/ D converters, and is 
less than ±1/2LSB for 8-bit resolution for data frequencies 
near SkHz. Use Figure 5 to detennine your system aperture 
error for each data channel versus lhe desired resolution. 

A FEW AID CONVERTER POINTS 
A brief discussion of AID converter terminology will help 
the reader understand system resolution and accuracy a little 
better. 

Accuracy 
All analog values are presumed to exist at the input to the 
AID converter. The AID converter quantizes or encodes 
specific values of the analog input into equivalent digital 
codes as an output. These digital codes have an inherent 
uncertainty or quantization error of ±1/2LSB. That is, the 
quantized digital code represents an analog voltage that 
can be anywhere within ±1/2LSB from the mid-point 
between adjacent digital codes. An AID converter can 
never be more accurate than the inherant ±1/2LSB quan
tizing error. Analog errors such as gain, offset, and linear
ity errors also affect AID converter accuracy. Usually, 
gain and offset errors can be trimmed to zero, but linear-
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ity error is unadjustable because it is caused by the fixed
value ladder resistor network and network switch match
ing. Most quality AID converters have less than ±1/2LSB 
linearity error. Another major error consideration is dif
ferential linearity e"or. The size of steps between adja
cent transition points in an ideal AID converter is one 
LSB. Differential linearity error is the difference between 
adjacent transition points in an actual AID converter and 
an ideal one LSB step. This error must be less than one 
LSB in order to guarantee that there are no missing codes. 
An AID converter with ±1/2LSB linearity error does not 
necessarily imply that there are no missing codes. 

Selecting the Resolution 
The number of bits in lhe AID converter determines the 
resolution of lhe system. System resolution is determined by 
the channel(s) having the widest dynamic range and/or the 
channel(s) that require measurement of lhe smallest data 
increment. For example, assume a channel that measures 
pressure has a dynamic range of 4000psi that nmst be 
measured to the nearest pound. This will require an AID 
converter with a minimum resolution of 4000 digital codes. 
A 12-bit AID converter will provide a resolution of 212 or 
4096 codes-adequate for this requiremenL The actual reso
lution of Ibis channel will be 4000/4096 or 0.976psi. 

The AID converter can resolve this measurement to within 
±0.488psi (±1/2LSB). 

Resolution 
The number of bits in an AID converter determines the 
resolution of lhe data acquisition system. AID converter 
resolution is defined as: 

VFSR 
Resolution = One LSB = ~ for binary AID converters 

LSB = Least Significant Bit 
VPSR = Full Scale Input Voltage Range 

where n = number of bits 

The number of bits defines the number of digital codes and 
is 2D discrete digital codes for AID converters. 

AID Converter Resol-
utlon (Blnaay Codo) Value of 1 LSB Value of 1/2LSB 

Number Number 0 to +10V :t:10V 0 to +10Y :i:10Y 
of Bits Oflncre- Range Range Range Range 

(n) monts(2") (mY) (mY) (mY) (mY) 

16 65536 0.152 0.305 0.076 0.152 
12 4096 2.44 4.88 1.22 2.44 
11 2048 4.88 9.77 2.44 4.88 
10 1024 9.77 19.5 4.88 9.77 
9 512 19.S 39.1 9.77 19.S 
8 256 39.1 78.2 19.S 39.1 

TABLE I. Relationship of AID Converter LSB Values and 
Resolutions for Binary Codes. 
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FIGURE 6. System Throughput Rate (a) Serial Multiplexing 
Programming (b) Overlap Multiplexing. 

For this discussion, we will use binary successive-approxi
mation AID converters. Table ~ shows resolutions and LSB 
values for typical ND converters. 

INCREASING SYSTEM THROUGHPUT RATE 
The throughput rate of the system is determined by the 
settling times required in the analog multiplexer and input 
amplifier, sample/hold acquisition time and AID converter 
settling and conversion time. 

Two methods that are commonly used in data acquisition 
systems are serial multiplexing (Figure 6a) and overlap 
multiplexing (Figure 6b). The multiplexer and amplifier 
settling time is eliminated by selecting the next sample 
(channel n + 1) while the held sample (channel n) is being 
converted This requires a sample/hold with very low feed
through error. 

A wide range . of throughput speeds can be achieved by 
"short cycling" the AID converter to lower resolutions and 
by overlap multiplexing the data acquisition system. 

SYSTEM THROUGHPUT ACCURACY 
The most common method used to describe data acquisition 
and conversiQn system accuracy is to compute the root-sum 
squared (RSS) errors of the system components. The RSS 
error is a statistical value which is equivalent to the standard 
deviation (la), and represents the square root of the sum of 
the squares of the peak errors of each system component, 
including ADC .quantization error: 
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-✓ 2 2 2 2 Eass -EMUX +£AMP +Esu +£ADC 

where ~ = analog multiplexer error 
£AMP = input amplifier error 
£sat = sample/hold error 

£ADC = AID converter error 

The source impedance, data bandwidth, AID converter 
resolution and system throughput rate affect these error 
calculations. To simplify, errors can be calculated by 

, assuming the following: 

1. Aperture error is negligible - i.e., less than 1/IOLSB. 
2. Source impedance is less than 1000:Q. 
3. Signal range is ±10 volts. 

PRACTICAL CONSIDERATIONS 
No discussion of data acquisition systems would be com
plete without considering ''real-world" issues faced by 
system designers. These are covered briefly. Each deserves 
fuller discussion on its own-but the various aspects of 
each are changing so :quickly that any in-depth discussion 
is quickly outdated 
One consideration is the trade-off between a single AID 
converter multiplexed between many analog signals and 
multiple converters, each dedicated to a single input Cur
rently, there are monolithic 12-bit ND converters avail
a.ble with four or more multiplexed inputs and sample rates 
of 50 to 1 OOkHz. For any system with bandwidths less than 
lkHz per channel, these are ideal. 
As the bandwidth approaches and exceeds lOkHz, more 
traditional data acquisition systems are needed 

HR-BROWN~ 
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RESOLUTIONS 

Error Source 8 Bits 10 Bits 12 Bits 

MUX Error 0.0025% 0.0025% 0.0025% 

AMP Error 0.01% 0.01% 0.01% 

SIH Error 0.01% 0.01% 0.01% 

ADC Errors 
Analog 0.2% 0.05% 0.012% 
QuantlZlng 0.2% 0.05% 0.012% 

RSS Error 0.283% 0.072% 0.022% 

TABLE III. System Error Contribution and RSS Error vs 
Resolution for a Typical Data Acquisition Sys
tem. 

SUMMARY . 
The· criteria that determine the key parameters and perfor
mance requirements of a data acquisition and conversion 
system are: 

1. Number of analog input channels 
2. Amplitude of analog signals 
3. Bandwidth of analog signals 
4. Desired resolution of digital data 
5. Practical considerations concerning power required, cost, 

and system.design constraints. 

Although this discussion did not treat all system criteria 
from a rigorous .mathematical point of view, it does not 
identify and attempt to shed insight on the most important 
conside~tions from a practical viewpoint 

Tho information provldod herein la beflevod to be reliable; however, BURR-BROWN aGGUmea no rooponsibllly for fnaccurac:les orornlssiona. BURR-BROWN asaumoa 
no r88p0Miblfity for tho use ol thb lnfonnatlon, and aD UllO_of GUCh Information shal bo onlirely at tho user'o own risk. Prices and opociflcatlons are subjoct to change, 
without nollce. No patont righto or llcensoo to any of tho dn:uito doscn'bod horoin are lmpllod or granted to any third party. BURR-BROWN dooo not authcrlzo or warrant 
any BURR-BROWN product for use ln lifo GUpport devices and/or systems. ••· 
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CODING SCHEMES USED WITH 
DATA CONVERTERS 

Jason Albanus 

With the recent proliferation of analog-to-digital converters 
(ADCs) and digital-to-analog converters (DACs), and the 
variety of digital coding schemes which they use, has come 
a need to understand these different coding schemes which 
converters use to talk to the "digital world". The purpose of 
this article is to describe the individual coding schemes used 
with ADCs and DACs manufactured by Burr-Brown, and 
explain their relationships. 

Following this text is a list of abbreviations and definitions 
intended to clarify any questions regarding the nomenclature 
which has been used. 

Throughout this guide, examples and tables given are for a 
4-bit data converter. In unipolar and bipolar examples alike, 
the Full Scale Range (FSR) is l0V creating a VLSe of 
0.625V. For unipolar examples, minus full scale (-FS ) is 0V 
and plus full scale (+FS) is lOV; for bipolar examples, -FS 
is -SV and +FS is +SV. 

USB - UNIPOLAR STRAIGHT BINARY 
The Unipolar Straight Binary coding is perhaps the simplest 
coding scheme to understand. As lhe name implies, it is a 
coding scheme which is used only for unipolar voltages. 

When using USB coding, the digital count begins at all zeros 
(0000) at a V CODE of 0V (V1+ = 0V + 1/2V LSe and there is 
no V,J. As the digital code increments, the analog voltage 
increases (one VLSe) at a time, and the digital count ends 
(1111) at the positive full scale value. Table I shows how lhe 
USB codes correspond to analog voltages for a 4-bit digital 
system. 

MNEMONIC DIGITAL CODE v .. VCOOI! Va. 

Zero 0000 0.000 0.3126 

+1 VLSB 0001 0.3126 0.626 0.9375 
0010 0.9375 1.260 1.6625 
0011 1.6626 1.876 2.1876 

1/4 FSR 0100 2.1875 2.600 2.8126 
0101 2.8126 3.125 3.4376 
0110 3.4376 3.760 4.0626 
0111 4.0626 4.376 4.6876 

1/2 FSR 1000 4.6875 6.000 6.3126 
1001 6.3126 6,626 6.9376 
1010 6.9376 6.260 6.6626 
1011 6.6626 6.876 7.1876 

3/4 FSR 1100 7.1876 7.600 7.8126 
1101 7.8126 8.126 8.4376 
1110 8.4376 8.750 9.0625 

+FS 1111 9.0626 9.376 

TABLE I. USB Coding Scheme. 
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Unipolar Straight Binary is the coding scheme used by the 
ADC7802 and ADS7803. 

CSB - COMPLEMENTARY STRAIGHT BINARY 
The Complementary Straight Binary coding scheme is the 
exact digital opposite (one's complement) of Unipolar 
Straight Binary. CSB coding, like its counterpart USB, is 
also restricted to unipolar systems. 

When using CSB coding with a digital system, the digital 
count begins at all zeros (0000) at the positive full scale 
value. As the digital code increments, the analog voltage 
decreases one V LSe at at time, until 0V is reached at a digital 
code of 1111. The relationship between CSB coding and its 
corresponding analog voltages can be seen in Table II. 

MNEMONIC DIGITAL CODE v ... Vcool! Va. 

Zoro 1111 0.000 0.3126 

+1Vua 1110 0.3126 0.626 0.9375 
1101 0.9376 1.260 1.6626 
1100 1.6626 1.876 2.1876 

1/4FSR 1011 2.1875 2.500 2.8126 
1010 2.8126 3.126 3.4375 
1001 3.4375 3.760 4.0626 
1000 4.0626 4.375 4.6876 

1/2 FSR 0111 4.6876 6.000 5.3126 
0110 6.3126 6.626 6.9375 
0101 6.9376 8.260 6.6626 
0100 6.6626 6.875 7.1875 

3/4 FSR 0011 7.1876 7.600 7.8126 
0010 7.8126 8.126 8.4376 
0001 8.4376 8.760 9.0626 

+FS 0000 9.0626 9.375 

TABLE II. CSB Coding Scheme. 

BOB - BIPOLAR OFFSET BINARY 
Bipolar Offset Binary coding, as the name implies, is for use 
in bipolar systems (where the analog voltage can be positive 
and negative). This coding scheme is very similar to USB 
coding since, as the analog voltage increases, the digital 
count also increases. 

BOB coding begins with digital zero (0000) at the negative 
full scale. By incrementing the digital count, the correspond
ing analog value will approach the positive full scale in one 
VLSe steps, passing through bipolar zero on the way. This 
"zero crossing" occurs at a digital code of 1000 (see Table 
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III). The digital count continues to increase proportionally to 
the analog input until the positive full scale is reached at a 
full digital count (1111) as shown by Table III. 

With BOB coding, the MSB can be considered a sign 
indicator whereas a logic ''O" indicates a negative analog 
value, and a logic "l" indicates an analog value greater than 
or equal to BPZ.(l) 

MNEMONIC DIGITAL CODE v.., Vcooe V1. 

-FS 0000 -6.000 --4.6875 
0001 --4.6875 --4.375 --4.0625 
0010 --4.0625 -3.750 -3.4375 
0011 -3.4375 -3.125 -2.8125 

1/2-FS 0100 -2.8125 -2.500 -2.1875 
0101 -2.1875 -1.875 -1.5625 
0110 -1.5625 -1.250 --0.9376 

BPZ-1VLSB 0111 --0.9375 --0.625 --0.3125 

BPZ 1000 --0.3125 0.000 +0.3125 

BPZ + 1VLsa 1001 +0.3125 +0.625 +0.9376 
1010 +0.9376 +1.250 +1.5625 
1011 +1.5625 +1.876 +2.1876 

1/2 +FS 1100 +2.1875 +2.500 +2.8126 
1101 +2.8125 +3.126 +3.4376 
1110 +3.4375 +3.750 +4.0626 

+FS 1111 +4.0625 +4.376 

TABLE III. BOB Coding Scheme. 

The ADS7800, a 12-bit, 333kHz, sampling analog-to-digital 
converter, utili7.es the Bipolar Offset Binary output code to 
implement its ±5 and ±lOV input ranges. The DAC780x 
series of digital-to-analog converters also use this scheme in 
each of their three different interface formats (serial, 8-bits 
+ 4-bits parallel, and 12-bit parallel). 

COB - COMPLEMENTARY OFFSET BINARY 
Complementary Offset Binary· coding, like its counterpart 
BOB, is also for use in systems where the analog signal is 
bipolar. The relationship between COB and BOB is that 
each coding scheme is the one's complement (all bits in
verted) of the other. 

COB coding begins with digital :zero (0000) at the positive 
full scale. By incrementing the digital count, the corre
sponding analog value will approach the negative full scale 
in one VLSB steps, passing through bipolar zero on the way. 
This "zero crossing" occurs at a digital code of 0111 (see 
Table IV). As the digital count continues to increase, the 
analog signal goes more negative until the negative full 
scale is reached at a full digital count ( 1111) as shown by 
Table IV. 

With COB coding, like BOB coding, the MSB can also be 
considered a sign indicator whereas a logic "1" indicates a 
negative analog value, and a logic ''O" indicates an analog 
value greater than or equal to BPZ.<2> 

MNEMONIC DIGITAL CODE v ... YcoDI! Vi. 

-FS 1111 -6.000 --4.6875 
1110 --4.6875 --4.375 --4.0625 
1101 --4.0625 -3.750 -3.4376 
1100 -3.4375 -3.125 -2.8125 

1/2-FS 1011 -2.8125 -2.500 -2.1875 
1010 -2.1875 -1.875 -1.5625 
1001 -1.5625 -1.250 --0.9375 

BPZ-1VLse 1000 --0.9375 --0.625 --0.3125 

BPZ 0111 --0.3125 0.000 +0.3126 

BPZ+ 1VLse 0110 +0.3125 +0.625 +0.9375 
0101 +0.9375 +1.250 +1.5625 
0100 +1.5625 +1.875 +2.1875 

1/2 +FS 0011 +2.1875 +2.500 +2.8125 
0010 +2.8125 +3.125 +3.4375 
0001 +3.4375 +3.750 -t4.0625 

+FS 0000 +4.0626 +4.376 

TABLE IV. COB Coding Scheme. 

BTC - BINARY TWO'S COMPLEMENT 
Binary Two's Complement coding is the type of coding used 
by most microprocessor or math processor based systems for 
mathematical algorithms, and is also the coding scheme 
which the digital audio industry has decided to use as its 
standard 

Binary Two's Complement coding is also a scheme de
signed for bipolar analog signals. It is very similar to BOB, 
but does not'appear so. The only difference between BOB 
and BTC is that the MSB has been inverted. 

Unfortunately, BTC is not as straightforward as the schemes 
previously mentioned. The codes are not continuous from 
one end of the analog "spectrum" to the other due to a 
discontinuity which occurs at BPZ. 

Digital zero (0000) corresponds to BPZ, and the digital 
count increments to its maximum positive code of 0111 as 
the analog voltage approaches and reaches its positive full 
scale value. The code then resumes at the negative full scale 
value at a digital code of 1000, and then approaches BPZ 
until a digital value of 1111 is reached at one LSB value 
below BPZ (see Table V). 

With the BTC coding scheme, the MSB can also be consid
ered a sign indicator. When the MSB is a logic "O" a positive 
value is indicated, and when the MSB is a logic "1" a 
negative value is indicated.(3) 

This is the coding scheme which is used with Burr-Brown's 
DSP interface chips (DSP101/DSP102 analog input and 
DSP201/DSP202 analog output) designed for "zero chip 
interface" to most of the popular digital signal processors 
available today. Binary Two's Complement is also one of 
the codes utilized by the ADC603 and ADC614 high speed 
analog-to-digital converters, and, of course, all of Burr
Brown's PCM digital audio converters. 

NorE: (1) The v,. tr.msition to BPZ Crom a negative value (0111 to 1000) actually oc:cun at-0.3125V causing lhc MSB to go "positive" at a negative value. (2) The v,.lr&Dsilion 
lo BPZ Crom• negative value (1000to0111) actually OCCll1S at-0.3125V C&USing die MSB to go "positive" al a negative value. (3) The V1+ uamition to BPZ Crom a ncgalivc 
value (1111 lo 0000) actuaUy occun al -0.3 I 25V causing lhc MSB lo go "positive" at a negative value. 

BUAR-BAOWNct 
I EH3 I Burr-Brown IC Applications Handbook 43 



For Immediate Assistance, Contact Your Local Salesperson 
MNEMONIC DIGITAL CODE v .. Vcooe v .. 
-FS 1000 -o.000 -4.6875 

1001 -4.6875 -4.375 -4.0625 
1010 -4.0625 -3.750 -3.4375 
1011 -3.4375 -3.125 -2.8125 

112-FS 1100 -2.8125 -2.500 -2.1875 
1101 -2.1875 -1.875 -1.5625 
1110 -1.5626 -1.260 --0.9376 

BPZ-1VLS8 1111 --0.9376 --0.625 --0.3125 

BPZ 0000 --0.3126 0.000 +0.3125 

BPZ + 1VLS8 0001 • 0.3126 • 0.625 • 0.9375 
0010 • 0.9375 +1.250 +1.6625 
0011 +.1.5626 +1.876 +2.1875 

112 +FS 0100 +2.1875 +2.500 +2.8125 
0101 +2.8125 +3.126 +3.4375 
0110 +3.4375 +3.750 +4.0625 

+FS 0111 +4.0626 +4.376 

TABLE V. BTC Coding Scheme. 

CTC - COMPLEMENTARY TWO'S COMPLEMENT 
Complementary Two's Complement coding is also a scheme 
designed for bipolar analog signals. It is the one's comple
ment of its counterpart BTC, and is also very similar to 
COB, although this relationship is not immediately obvious. 
The only difference between COB and CTC is that the MSB 
has been inverted 

With CTC coding, digital "rero" is at an analog voltage 
which is slightly less (l LSB) than analog bipolar rero. As 
the digital count increments, the analog voltage becomes 
more negative until all of the bits are high except for the 
MSB (0111). At this point, the digital code corresponds to 
the analog negative full scale. The next step in incrementing 
the digital code would be to have the MSB a logic "1", and 
the rest of the bits as logic "0"s (1000), and this code 
represents the analog positive full scale value. As the digital 
codes continue to increment, the corresponding analog volt
age decreases until BPZ is obtained. Table VI demonstrates 
this analog/digital relationship. 

With Complementary Two's Complement coding, the MSB 
is also a sign indicator with its states of "0" and "l" 
representing negative and positive voltages, respectively. 

This code is also used by Burr-Brown's high speed ADC603 
and ADC614. These converters accomplish this dual code 
task by providing an input for code selection. 

MANIPULATING BElWEEN VARIOUS CODES 
The input and output codings used with ADCs and DACs is 
varied, and an individual . converter may be capable of 
utilizing one or more coding scheme. However, with all of 
these schemes available, the desired scheme is not always 
readily available with the particular converter of interesL Do 
not fear, because converting one coding scheme to another, 
to match a particular system. is very easy as long as you wish 
to convert a bipolar scheme to another bipolar scheme; or a 
unipolar scheme into another unipolar scheme. The only 

MNEMONIC blGJTAL CODE v .. Vcooe v .. 
-FS 0111 -o.000 -4.6875 

0110 -4.6876 -4.376 -4.0625 
0101 -4.0625 -3.760 -3.4375 
0100 -3.4375 -3.125 -2.8125 

112-FS 0011 -2.8125 -2.500 -2.1875 
0010 -2.1875 -1.875 -1.5625 
0001 -1.5625. -1.260 --0.9375 

BPZ-1VLS8 0000 --0.9375 --0.625 --0.3125 

BPZ 1111 --0.3126 0.000 • 0.3125 

BPZ+ 1Vum 1110 • 0.3125 • 0.625 +0.9375 
1101 • 0.9375 +1.250 +1.5625 
1100 +1.6626 · +1.876 +2.1875 

112 +FS 1011 +2.1875 +2.600 +2.8125 
1010 +2.8125 +3.125 +3.4375 
1001 +3.4375 +3.760 +4.0625 

+FS 1000 +4.0625 +4.375 

TABLE VI. CTC Coding Scheme. 

devices required for any transfonnation are digital logic 
"inverters". however, some of the transformations can be 
achieved by using analog components.<4> The following 
section will be divided into sections depending on how the 
transformation is to, be ·accomplished. 

Inversion of all Bits 
USB to CSB and CSB to USB 
BOB to COB and COB to BOB 
BTC to CTC and CTC to BTC 

The CSB scheme is simply the USB code with all of the bits 
inverted (one's complement). This is also how to perform 
most of the transformation of BOB to COB, and BTC to 
crc~ For conversion of unipolar schemes, there is only a 
digital "solution", and conversion of bipolar schemes may 
be done with analog or digital components. 

Converting between tlie bipolar codes in an analog fasb-
, ion, all that's needed is one op amp configured for a gain 
of -lVN (see Figure 2). This op amp can ·be used on the 
input stage of an ADC or the output stage of a DAC. 
Some sample and hold amplifiers, such as the SHCS320, 
are configurable for a gain of -lVN, providing very easy 
conversion betw~n these codes in an analog-to-digital 
system. Remember that either + 1 V LSD or -1 V LSs nwst be 
summed in with. the analog value. 

The bipolar transformations may be. quite straightforward 
when. done in the analog domain; however, to convert 
digitally, an individual logic "inverter" must be used on 

· every data line, input or output (see Figure 1), as with the 
unipolar schemes. 

The ADC603 and ADC614 allow both BTC and CTC 
coding schemes by providing an "Output Logic Invert" input 

· pin. This flexibility allows these converters to be used in 
even more applications easier than if just one scheme had 
been implemented. 

NOTE: (4) WIim cooverting bipolar digital scbemcs, rcgadlea of whcd!cr the lnllSformatioo is doac digitally or ill m lllllog filsluoo. a value of cilhcr +IVLSB or -IVLSB must 
be summed in with the analog value. This is duo to tho assymcuic natuze of the ciodcs around bipobr uro (sec clcfinltion ofV J. This addition of one Vua is rclllivcly simple, 
since moa data con\'ffla'I allow for m offset ad~ which can aa:omodate this. · 
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MSB 

ADC 

SB 

FIGURE 1. Digital Inversion of All Bits. 

R 

FIGURE 2. Analog Signal Inversion. 

Inversion of the MSB 

BOB to BTC and BTC to BOB 
COB to ere and CTC to COB 

Manipulating the BOB scheme into BTC and manipulating 
COB into CTC requires much less hardware. To go from 
BOB to BTC, or COB to ere (or vice versa) it is only 
necessary to invert the MSB (see Figure 3). 

Bwr-Brown's PCM78, a 16-bit ADC developed for digital 
audio applications allows BOB or BTC output schemes by 
providing a "BOB/BTC select" input Open circuit or 
grounding of this pin provides for BTC and BOB respec
tively by controlling an internal inverter for the most signifi
cant bit 

MSB 

ADC 

LS8 

FIGURE 3. Inversion of the MSB. 
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Inversion of all bits except the MSB 

BOB to ere and CTC to BOB 
BTC to COB and COB to BTC 

Manipulation of BOB into ere and BTC into COB requires 
inverting all bits except the MSB. This is also a difficult 
transformation to accomplish, since it would require a digital 
inverter for every bit except the most significant bit (see 
Figure 4). . 

MSB 

ADC 

LS8 

FIGURE 4. Inversion of All Bits Except the MSB. 

DEFINITIONS 

n .. Numbor d bl!D In a particular ~llal systom. 

LSB ,. Loa111 Significant Bil - The digital bll with the least 
analog "Weight". 

MSB ,. Moel Significant Bil - Tho dig!lal bll with the 
grealosl analog "weight''. 

lncremant .. To lncroa11e a dlgllal "count", or to c:ounl up, as In a 
codo changing from 0000 lo 0001. 

Decremant · .. To docfease a cflgltal "count", or to count down. as 
In a c:odo changing from 0001 to 0000. 

use .. un1po1ar Straight Binary c:oding. 

CSB .. Complementary Straight Binary c:oding. 

BOB Cl Bipolar Offset Binary coding. 

COB a Complomenta,y Offsol Binary c:odlng. 

BTC a Binary Two's Complomonl c:odlng. 

CTC .. Complomenlary Two's Complomonl coding. 

FSR a Full Scale Rango - Tho dynamic range of an 
analog algnal. 

BPZ .. Bipolar Zoro - An analog vo!lago d OV. 

VLSB .. Least Significant Bil Voltage - The valuo of volago 
reproGOntod by one LSB. For digital-to-analog 
convortera which provldo a current output mode of 
operation, VLSB actually rofera to a vohago aner a 
current-to-Yollago conversion. Throughout the text. It 
Is presumed that lhia current to vohage conversion 
has taken placo. 

Vua = FSRJ:111 (Equauon 1) 
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DEFINmONS (CONT) 

+FS 

-FS 

= Code VollagG -The voltage corresponding to a 
particular dlgilal code in an idGal convorter. For 
dlgltal-to-analog converters which provldG a current 
output mode of oporatlon, Vcooe actually referea to 
a voltage after a current-to-vohage conversion. 
Throughout the text, It la prosumed that this 
current-to-voltage conversion has occurred. 

VcooE = (digital c«lo} 10 • Vt,o (Equation 2) 
For analog-to-digital converters, thG codG voltage Is 
actuaay an analog range of vol1agoa encompassed 
by VcooE ± 1/2VLSB. This Is duo to tho lnhefont 
quantization elTOr of ± 1/2VLSs that Is present In the 
finite dlgital output of the ADC. 
The value of (digital code) 10 • VLSB will be usod 
throughout this text to represent VCOOE unless 
otherwise stated. 

= Positivo Full Scale -The most positive end of an 
analog signal's range which is represented by a 
digital codo. A VCOOE equal to the positive full 
range {+FS) does not exist. Tho Industry standard 
Is that thG most positive voltage corresponding to a 
digital codo (maximum VCOOE) Is tho positive full 
acale voltage minus the vohagG asGOCiated with 
one LSB (+FS - 1VL5e). Tho text "poaitlve fua 
scale" (Of +FS) roforo to this losser, Industry 
standard value. Thio +FS Industry standard b 
primarily due to another lnduGtry standard in which 
0V Is a code voltage {see Equation 3) bounded by 
tho absolute value of ±1/2VLsa• In a unipolar 
syGtem, this means that tho analog vohage range 
roprosentod by a digital code corresponding to BPZ 
la only 1/2VLS8. In bipolar systems, all digital codes 
have analog rangos of 1VLS8• and a digital code 
ropresontlng 0V la 0V ±1/2VLsa {soo Equation 3 
and Equation 4). 

Nogativo Full Scale - Tho most nogative ond of 
an analog signal's range which Is roprGSentod by a 
digital code. 

,. Transltlon voltago - Tho voltage which corro
sponda to the actual chango of a digital codo In 
an ideal analog-lo-digital converter. These 
voltages are tho voltages at oach end of tho range 
of VCOOE ±112Vua• 

V.. = VCOOI' + 112VLIB (Equation 3) 
Va-,. Vcc,aa - 112VLIB {Equation 4) 

For an Ideal digital-to-analog converter, tho output 
would be oxactly v_. and the transition voltage 
can be Ignored. 

The Information PfOVided heroin is bollovod to be reliable; hoWevor, BURR•BROWN aosumea no responsibility for lnaccuracios or omissions. BURR-BROWN 
assumes no responsibility for the use of this information, and all uso of such lnfonnatlon shaU be entlroly at the user's awn risk. Pric:os and spedfic:allons are 
subfoct to change without notice. No palenl rights or Uconaes lo any of tho circuits described herein are Implied Of granted to any third party. BURR-BROWN 
dooa not authorize or warrant any BURR-BROWN product fOf use In life support devices and/or syGtems. 
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INCREASING INA117 DIFFERENTIAL INPUT RANGE 
By R. Mark Stitt (602) 746-7445 

The INAl 17 is a monolithic difference amplifier with the 
unique ability to accept up to ±200V common-mode input 
signals while operating on standard ±lSV power supplies. 
Because the gain of the IN Al 17 is set at 1 V N, and because 
the output would saturate into the rails at about ±12V, the 
maximum specified differential input range is ±lOV. 

Since the common-mode input range is ±200V, it makes 
sense that some designers would also like to use the part for 
differential inputs greater than ±IOV. Figure 1 shows the 
recommended circuit Adding resistors to the input may 
seem simpler, but there are some problems with that ap
proach. 

FIGURE 1. INAI 17 with Increased Differential Input Range. 

The performance of the INA 117 depends on extremely 
precise resistor matching (0.005% for 86dB CMR). Resistors 
added to the input must be adjusted to at least this accuracy 
to maintain high performance. Both gain error and CMR 
must be adjusted Maintaining 86dB CMR over temperature 
requires 1 ppml°C resistor TCR tracking. Significant resis
tance added external to the INAl 17 would require the same 
performance. 
By using the circuit shown in Figure 1, internal resistor 
matching is preserved, and the INAl 17 CMR and CMR drift 
with temperature are maintained Gain can be set independ-

ently of CMR by adjusting the inverter resistors, R6, R,. Gain 
drift is preserved so long as R6 and R, track with temperature. 
Furthermore, noise at the output is improved by the gain 
reduction factor whereas it is unchanged with the other 
approach. 

To understand how the circuit works, consider the INAI 17 to 
be a four-input summing amplifier as shown in Figure 2. 

INA117 

5 

V1 Vs 

·vOUT .. v, -Vz + 19V5 -18V1 

FIGURE 2. INA117 Shown as a Four-Input Summing Am-
plifier. 

CMR is preserved and the gain is reduced if a small portion 
of the output signal is inverted and fed back to pin 5 with V 1 
set to zero (V1 grounded). 

If, Vs = -V 0trr • R/R6' then 

V = VJ - V2 
our 19 • R, 

1+--
R6 

SELECTED-GAIN EXAMPLES 
GAINC11 R, 
(VN) (kil) 

1/2 1.05 
1/4 3.16 
1/5 4.22 

NOTE: (1) INA117 is no1 stable In Gain< 1/5. 

R, 
(kil) 

20.0 
20.0 
20.0 
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If CMR adjustment is desired, add a 100 fixed resistor and 
a 200 pot as shown in Figure 3. Adjust CMR by shorting 
together pins 2 and 3 of the INA117 and driving them with 
a 500Hz square wave while observing the output OD a scope. 
Using a square wave rather than a sine wave allows the AC 
signal to settle out so that the DC CMR can be se~n. -The 

CMR trim will change the gain slightly, so trim CMR first, 
then trim gain with R6' R, if desired. · , 
The INAll 7 is now available lti three standard 8-pln 
packages: hermetic T0-99, plastic DIP, and the small 
surface-mount SOIC package. 

>----+-6----------oVour 

-:-

FIGURE 3. INA117 with Increased Differential Input Range with CMR Trim. 

The Information provldod hefoln Is belloved to bo reDablo; hoWover, BURR-BROWN asuumea no rosponalbility,f«lnaccuracles oromlsalons. BURR-BROWN aaurneo 
no responsibility for tho use of this Information, and aD use cir such Information shaD bo onliroly at the usof'a own risk. Prices and spocfficatlona are subject to change 
without nctico. No palonl rlghto or liconoos lo any of lho drculta describod heroin aro Implied or granted to any third paJty. BURR-BROWN doea not authorize or warrant 
any BURR-BROWN product for use In life auppolt dovicoa and/or aystoms. 
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AC COUPLING INSTRUMENTATION AND DIFFERENCE AMPLIFIERS 
FEATURING CIRCUITS FOR: 

INA117 ±200V DIFFERENCE AMPLIFIER • INA106-BASED ±100V DIFFERENCE AMPLIFIER • 
INA105 AND INA106 G = 1, 10 DIFFERENCE AMPLIFIERS • INA101, INA102, INA103, INA110, INA120 

INSTRUMENTATION AMPLIFIERS 

By R. Mark Stitt (602) 746-7445 

The need to glean AC signals from DC in the presence of 
common-mode noise frequently occurs in signal condition
ing applications. AC coupling to an instrumentation ampli
fier (IA) or difference amplifier can be used to·accurately 
extract the AC signal while rejecting DC and common-mode 
noise. 

Adding capacitors and resistors to AC couple the inputs of 
an instrumentation amplifier or difference amplifier seems 
like an obvious approach for AC coupling, but it has prob-· 
lem;. The DC restoration circuits shown in this bulletin have 
the same transfer function but without the foibles. 
Common-mode rejection of a difference amplifier depends 
on extremely precise matching of input source impedance. 
Adding RC networks to the inputs of either an IA or a 
difference amplifier can significantly degrade the CMR, 
especially for AC inputs. Even if the CMR is trimmed, 
maintaining performance over temperature can be a prob
lem. 
The DC restoration circuits shown solve this problem by 
placing a low-pass network in the feedback to the reference 
pin of the IA or difference amplifier. The low-pass pole 
translates into a high-pass function as referred to the input 
with f_3dll == Gainfl-n•R-C. The Gain term refers to the Gain 
from the reference pin to the output of the IA or difference 
amplifier. The selection guide shows this Gain term as the 
"High-pass nwltiplier". 

6 

8 

-=-

FIGURE 1. AC-Coupled INAI 17. 

ranr 

The DC-restored INAl 17. is shown in Figure 1. With the 
values shown, the high-pass zero is =6.5Hz. 

The IN Al 178M has a CMR of 86d8 min. If improved CMR 
is required for the DC restored INA117, use the circuit 
shown in Figure 2. Since the trim resistors are small, they 
will not degrade the stability or drift performance of the 
INA117. 

The INAl 17 has a common-mode input range and differen
tial offset range of up to ±200V. If a lower common-mode 
and differential offset range of ±lOOV is acceptable, the 
INA106 can be used for lower noise and twice the small 
signal bandwidth (400kHz vs 200kHz). 

Your aV 3 -V 1 

-=-

FIGURE 2. AC-Coupled INAl 17 with CMR Trim. 

The simplest circuit for the DC-restored INA106 is shown in 
Figure 3. The INA106 is reversed from its normal Gain-of-
10 configuration. The lOOk.Q, lOk.Q resistors form a 11/1 
voltagedivideron the input so that±lOOVatpins 1 and5 are 
divided down to less than ±lOV at the op amp inputs. The 
R5, R6 network provides the proper feedback Gain for an 
overall unity-gain transfer function. Since the precise resis
tor matching of the INA106 is disturbed by the R,. R

6 
network this circuit requires trims for both CMR and Gain. 
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Rz 
1001dl 

Ro 
1.561dl 

FIGURE 3. AC-Coupled ±lOOV Difference Amp Using the 
INA106. 

Furthermore, Gain and CMR adjustments using R,, ~. and 
the SOOQ trim pot connected to pin 3 are interactive. The 
excellent CMR stability vs time and temperature of the 
INA 106 is preserved since the added trim resistors are small. 
If you want to use the INA106 for a ±lOOV DC-restored 
difference amplifier without any trims, use the circuit shown 
in Figure 4. Gain is set directly by the R

5
, R6 divider. The 

buffer amplifier, A2, presents a low impedance to the feed
back resistor in the INA106 to preserve resistor matching 
andCMR. 

SELECTION GUIDE 
(AC-coupled difference and instrumentation amplifiers) 
v, ,. :t16V 

When using the DC restored ±lOOV difference amplifier 
shown in Figure 4, no trims are required for good CMR. 
However, the circuit shown in Figure 5 may be used to fine 
trim CMR if desired. Since the added trim resistors are 
small, they will not degrade the stability or drift of the 
INA106. 

DC restoration can be used with any of the standard IAs 
shown in the table using the same technique as shown in 
Figure 6. Since all of these IAs use unity-Gain difference 
amplifiers, the high-pass multiplier is unity. 

-=-

FIGURE 4. AC-Coupled ±lOOV Difference Amp Using the 
INA106 Requires No Trims. 

COMMON MODE DIFFERENTIAL NOISE BANDWIDTH HIGH PASS 
GAIN INPUT RANGE OFFSET RANGE (RTI) (~dB) MULTIPLIER 

MODEL (VN] M M [nVNRiJ [Hz] (See Text) 

INA117 1 :!:200 :!:200 550 200k 19 

INA1061'1 1 :1:100 :1:100 300 400k 10 

INA105 1 :!:20 :1:10 60 1M 1 

INA106 10 :1:11 ±1 30 500k 1 

INA101 Cl) :1:7 Pl :1:10 1 Cl) 6MCI) 1 
INA102 
INA103 
INA110 
INA120 

NOTES (1) Rowrse-connocted, Gee l'igurea 3,4, and 5. (2) Gain la adjua1ahlo from 1 to 1000+. Noise and bandwidth depend on Gain setting. lNA103 has tho lowost 
noise: 1nVNRz, Gain"' 1000. INA103 has tho highest bandwidth: 6MHz. Gain= 1. INA102 la low power (750pA max). INA110 has FET Inputs ('a= 50pA max). 
INA101 has lowest drift (.25µVrc max). INA120 1:1 a lowor IQ INA101 with lntomal roslstora for Gains of 1, 10, 100, and 1000. (3) Yes!, tho common-modo Input 
rango of standard IAa la only about:t7V with ±10V Yw(. aoe "Extondod Common-Mode Instrument Amps", Eloctronlc Dosign. Docombor 22, 1988, pp 67, 68. 
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FIGURES. AC-Coupled ±lOOV Difference Amp Uses the INA106. Has CMR Trim. 

FIGURE 6. General AC-Coupled IA Circuit 

V011r= 
V1 -Vr. 

2 A,.. 
V0 cz (1 + ~)(VP-VN) 

R1 R, ,. R, ,. R, = A4 

1oaco 

The Information provided heroin 11 bellevod lo be rellablo; howevor, BURR-BROWN assumes no rosponalblllly for lnaccuracloa or omlniona. BURR-BROWN aGSumos 
no responsibility tor lho use of this Information, and aD uoo of such Information ahaD be entirely al tho usor'a own rialc. Pm:xHI and apocificatlons aro subject to chango 
without notice. No patont rights or licenses to any of lho circuits dolrcribod herein aro lmpllod or granlod to any third party. BURR-BROWN dooa not authorlzo or warrant 
any BURR-BROWN product for use In life support devicoll and/or syatoma. 
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±200V DIFFERENCE AMPLIFIER. WITH 
COMMON-MODE VOLTAGE MONITOR 

By Art Gass and R. Mark Stitt (602) 746-7445 

The INA117 is a monolithic difference amplifier with the 
unique ability to accept up to ±200V common-mode input 
signals while operating on standard ±15V power supplies. 
Using on-chip high-voltage resistor dividers, the INAl 17 
rejects common-mode signals up to ±200V and translates a 
0V to ±l0V differential input signal to a 0V to ±l0V 
ground-referenced output signal. 

In some applications it is also necessary to monitor the 
common-mode level of the input signal. A common-mode 
level monitor can be implemented with the addition of an 
external op amp or two. Even though standard signal level 
op amps are used, the circuit remains protected for momen
tary common-mode or differential overloads up to ±500V. 

If precision is not required, the circuit shown in Figure 1 can 
be used to monitor the common-mode voltage with a maxi
mum error of about ±5V. This implementation actually 
monitors the common-mode level of the INA117 nonin
verting input (pin 3). The circuit works by measuring the 
current in reference pins 1 and 5, which are normally 
connected to ground Amplifier A1 forces the reference pins 
to a virtual ground through feedback resistors R6 + R,. The 

6 

Voor = V3 -V 2 

INA117 

8 5 

~----u -V3 /20 

FIGURE .1. INA117 with V3 Common-Mode Voltage 
Monitor. 

normal operation of the INAl 17 is unaffected since its 
reference pins are connected to virtual ground. Resistors R, 
and R4 in the INA117 fonn a voltage divider so that the top 
of R4 is at V/W. Feedback of the op amp in the INA117 
forces the voltage of its inverting input to be equal to its 
noninverting input so that the top of resistor R, is also at V / 
20. The common mode level of V 3 is therefore related to the 
current flowing out of pins 1 and 5. 

l1 + 5 = (V /W)/(R4 11 R,) 

If 
R6 + R, = R4 II R, 

then 
A1 OUT = -y,tw. 

Where 
11 .s = total current flowing out of INAl 17 pins 1 and 5 [A] 

R4 11 R, = parallel combination of R
4 

and R
5 

[Q) 

R4 II R, = (R/R,)/(R 4+R,), nominally 10.27k!l 

A
1 
our = A1 output voltage [VJ 

The signal is scaled by 1/20 so the output of A
1 

does not 
exceed its maximumof±l0V with common-mode inputs of 
±200V. If smaller maximum common-mode voltages are to 
be monitored, the value of R6 + R, can be increased for more 
gain. 

Although the resistor ratios in the INAI 17 are accurately 
laser trimmed, the absolute resistor values can vary by as 
much as ±25%. For better accuracy, the circuit must be 
calibrated To calibrate the gain, short pins 2 and 3 of the 
INA117 to ground, offset adjust A1 for 0V at its output, 
connect pins 2 and J to a known VPD (such as +l0V or 
+lOOV), and adjust R, for an A, output of -VmJW. 

By definition, the true common-mode input voltage of the 
INA117 is (V1 + V3)/2. The actual common-mode voltage 
can be monitored with the addition of a second op amp as 
shown in Figure 2. The second op amp is connected to sum 
the-V/Woutput of~ at a gain of-lVN with the V3 - V1 
output of the INA117 at a gain of-1/40VN to produce an 
output of V cJW. 
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Calibrate the Figure 2 circuit as before, adjusting R, for an 
Az output of VwfW. Then, ground pin 3 of the INA117, 
connect pin 2 to + IOV and trim ~ for 0.025V at the output 
of A,_. If resistors R., ~. and ~o accurately ratio match, 
adjustment of ~ is unnecessary. 

Of course, if connection of additional components to the 
INA 117 inputs is acceptable, the circuits shown in Figures 

6 

-:-

3 and 4 can be used to monitor the common-mode input 
voltage. With these circuits, calibration is not required if 
accuracy commensurate with the tolerance of R6, R,, and R. 
is acceptable. As before, either R, or Ra can be omitted to 
monitor the common-mode voltage of just one inpuL If R, or 
Ra is omitted, double tl_ie value of R6• 

6 

FIGURE 2. INA117 with True Common-Mode Voltage Monitor. 

R, R2 

Vz 
2 3801dl 380kO 

6 

v, 

Rs 

INA117 

8 5 

Ro 
Re Ar 24.9k0 

1MO 1MO 

FIGURE 3. External CMV Monitor, Inverting. 

R, 

2 38Dk0 
Vz o----"+-,_/\f\J"--------,/\/\1'---, 

Ro 
1MO 

-:-

8 

INA117 

5 

FIGURE 4. External CMV Monitor, Noninverting. 

The lnfo,malion provided herein la believed lo be roliable; however, BURR-BROWN assumes no rosponsiblllly for lnaccuracios or omlsalons. BURR-BROWN assumes 
no rospoMilxlily for lho use of thi:J information. and aD use of such infonnation shaD be onllrely at tho usor'o own risk. Prices and spec:fflcallons aro subjoct to change 
without notice. No patont rights or licensos lo any of tho circuits describod heroin are Implied or granlod lo any third party. BURR-BROWN does not authorlzo or warrant 
any BURR-BROWN product for use In 6fo support dovicoo and/or syatoms. 
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INPUT OVERLOAD PROTECTION FOR THE RCV420 
4-20MA CURRENT-LOOP RECEIVER 

By R. Mark Stitt and David Kunst (602) 746-7445 

Because of its immunity to noise, voltage drops, and line 
resistance, the 4-20mA current loop has become the standard 
for analog signal transmission in the process control indus
try. Toe RCV 420 is the first one-chip solution for converting 
a 4-20mA signal into a precision 0-SV outpuL Although the 
on-chip current sensing resistor is designed to tolerate mod
erate overloads, it can be damaged by large overloads which 
can result from short circuits in the current loop. Complete 
input protection from short circuits to voltages of S0V or 
more can be afforded with the addition of the relatively 
simple circuitry shown in this bulletin. 

The complete protected 4-20mA current loop receiver cir
cuit is shown in Figure l. The RCV 420 is connected for a 0-
SV output with a 4-20mA current sink input. For a 4-20mA 
current source input, connect the input to pin 3 instead of pin 
1. An on-board precision +10.0V buried zener voltage refer
ence in the RCV420 is used to offset the span (for 0V out 
with 4mA in) via pin 12. It can also be used for powering 
external circuitry such as the voltage dividers used to set the 
underrange/overrange comparator thresholds. 

AT&T 
LH1191 

Solid•Stato 
Rolay 

+15V -15V 
16 4 

300k0 

2 

+5V 

1MO 

tpF 

RCV420 
99k0 

An LM193 dual voltage comparator is used to detect under
range and overrange conditions at the output of the RCV420. 
The LM 193 is designed to operate from a single power 
supply with an input common-mode range to ground. In this 
application the LM 193 is operated from a single+ 15V power 
supply for input common-mode range compatibility with the 
RCV420 outpuL The open-collector LM193 comparator 
outputs are connected through lOk!l pull-up resistors to a 
+SV supply for compatibility with TTL and similar logic 
families. 

The RCV420 has a gain of 0.3125V/mA and a 4mA span 
offset (a 4mA-20mA input produces a 0V-5V output). 
Under input open circuit conditions (0mA input), the output 
of the RCV420 goes to -1.25V. To level-shift the output up, 
for a minimum of 0V at the comparator inputs, it is summed 
with the 10.0V voltage reference through the l0k!l, l.27k!l 
resistor network. The table below shows selected operating 
points for the RCV420 input/output and the comparator 
inpuL 

92k0 12 

10.0V 

1.27k0 

10k0 

10k0 ~----t-----6.95V 

6040 22.9k0 

I Ovorrango 
7 Output 

Underrango 
Output 

-:-

FIGURE 1. Input Protected RCV420. 
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SELECTED OPERATING POINTS 
FOR RCV420 AND COMPARATORS 

RCV420 INPUT RCV420 OUTPUT COMPARATOR INPUT 111 

(mA) (V) (V) 

0 -1.250 +0.017 
2 -0.625 +0.572 
4 0.000 1.269 
20 5.000 5.563 
25 6.563 6.950 
36 10.000 10.000 

NOTE. (1) From the 10ldl, 1.27k0 summing network. 

The underrange comparator threshold is set at 057V by the 
lOk!l, 604.Q resistor divider connected to the 10.0V refer
ence. The comparator output goes high when the input to the 
current loop receiver goes below 2mA. The underrange 
output is TTL compatible. 
The overrange comparator threshold is set at 6.95V by the 
lOk!l, 22.9k!l resistor divider connected to the 10.0V refer
ence. The output of the overrange comparator goes low when 
the input to the current loop receiver exceeds 25mA. 
With a 36mA current loop input, the overrange comparator 
input is l0V. For a 36mA overload set-point, the overrange 
resistor divider can be eliminated by connecting the overload 
comparator input directly to the 10.0V reference output of 
the RCV420. 
The overrange comparator is connected so its output will go 
low on overrange to trigger the ensuing active overload 
protection circuitry. If the overload protection circuitry is not 
used, the inputs to the comparator can be reversed so its 
output will go high on overload. 

The current sense resistors within the RCV420 are rated for 
overloads of up to 40mA continuous and for momentary 
overloads of up to 0.25A with 0.ls maximum duration and 
l % maximum duty cycle. Overloads within these limits will 
not damage or degrade the rated performance of the receiver. 
If the 75.Q sense resistor were shorted to 48V (a common 
current loop supply voltage), the overload current would be 
0.64A producing an P • R power dissipation in the resistor of 
30. 7W. With a package thermal resistance ( 0JA) of 70°C/W, 
this would result in a theoretical junction temperature rise in 
excess of 2000°C. The input resistor would fuse, destroying 
the device, before the package temperature actually reached 
2000°C. For input short circuits up to 3V, the current is 
limited to a safe 40mA by the 75.Q sense resistor within the 
RCV 420. To prevent possible damage, external means are 
required to protect the RCV420 sense resistors from input 
short circuits to potentials greater than 3V. 
The least expensive input short circuit protection is a resistor 
connected in series with the current loop at the receiver input. 
Select the resistor so that the input current under short-circuit 
conditions will be limited to 40mA by the series combination 
of the protection resistor and the 75.Q current sense resistor 
internal to the RCV 420. Short circuit protection to 48V 
requires a 1125.Q resistor. 

~OTF.C'JlON: (V /0.040) - 75 (.Q) 
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The problem with using a series resistor for input overload 
protection is the added voltage drop in the input current loop. 
A 1125.Q protection resistor in series with the 75.Q internal 
current sense resistor would result in a 24V drop at 20mA full 
scale inpuL In most applications the additional 24V burden 
can not be tolerated. 
Another input protection scheme which can be used when 
only a small series voltage drop can be tolerated is to use a 
0.032A fast-acting fuse (such as Littlefuse 217000 series, 
type F) in series with the current loop. This fuse adds 
negligible voltage drop to the current loop, and blows in less 
than 0.ls with an overload of 128mA or more. The problem 
with a fuse is that it must be replaced when it blows, and the 
cost of maintenance can be very high. 

The active protection scheme shown in this application 
overcomes the disadvantages of resistor and fuse protection. 
It uses a solid-state relay for current loop interruption. After 
an interrupt time delay designed to provide a safe I% 
maximum overload duty-cycle, the circuit resets automati
cally. The LH 1191 solid-state relay used has a maximum on 
resistance of 33.Q which adds less than 0.1 V of burden to the 
current loop at 20mA full scale inpuL Low receiver burden 
allows longer field wiring (with higher resistance) for remote 
sensors, and extra compliance for "intrinsically safe" barriers 
or other series connected receivers. 
The solid-state relay is ideal for the resetable protection task. 
It is inexpensive as compared to a mechanical relay (less than 
$1.00), and because it is solid-state, it will not "wear out" if 
cycled continuously. The LHl 191 is a single-pole, normally 
open switch rated for 280V, lOOmA outputs. Relay overload 
currents are clamped to 210mA by current limiting circuitry 
internal to the relay. An extended clamp condition, which 
increases relay temperature, results in a reduction of the 
internal current limit to preserve the relay's integrity. 
Protection circuitry interrupt timing is provided by a 555 
timer connected as a monostable multivibrator (one shot). 
Under normal conditions. the output of the one shot is low 
holding the solid-state relay on by forcing approximately 
SmA through the LED as set by the series-connected 4700 
resistor. When more than 25mA flows into the current loop 
receiver, the overload comparator triggers the one shot. With 
the values shown, the one shot output goes high. turning off 
the LED and the solid-state relay for about one second. At the 
end of one second the circuit automatically resets turning the 
relay back on. If an overload still exists, the cycle repeats. 
The overload current applied to the RCV420 is limited to 
about 2l0mA by the current limit of the solid-state relay and 
the 750 sense resistor internal to the RCV420. The one 
second cycle time of the overload circuitry assures safe 1 % 
maximum overload current duty-cycle. The input to the 
circuit can be shorted to a 50V power supply continuously 
without damaging or degrading the accuracy of the RCV 420. 
A short life-test was performed on a prototype circuit After 
168 hours with the receiver input shorted to 50V, there was 
no detectable change in receiver accuracy within the 0.005% 
resolution of the test system. 
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Since the overload protection circuitry interrupts the current 
loop, a logic gate is needed to prevent a false indication of 
open circuit The 2N3904 transistor is wire-ORed to the 
underrange comparator output, assuring it will go high only 
during actual underload conditions. The lµF capacitor con
nected to the 4700 relay drive resistor delays relay turn-on 
to prevent possible logic race conditions which could pro
duce a false underrange output logic "sliver". The capacitor 
can be omitted if this is not a concern. 

The lnfonnation p(OVldod horoln la bellovod to be ro&ablo; howover, BURR-BROWN a111Umoa no responulbllity for lnaccuraclou or omissions. BURR-BROWN 
aasumoa no rasponat,lllty for the uso of this Information, and aD woof such Information shall bo onllrely at tho user's o.vn risk. Prlcos and spoclflcations aro subfod 
toc:hangowllhoutnotlco.Nopatontrightsorllconsoatoanyofthodn:ui1ad08Cribodhofolnarolmp8odorgrantodtoanythlrdparty.BURR-BROWNdoesnotaUlhorlzo 
or warrant any BURR·BROWN product for uoo In llfo support dovlces and/or oystomo. 
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EXTENDING THE COMMON-MODE RANGE 
OF DIFFERENCE AMPLIFIERS 

By R. Mark Stitt (602) 746-7445 

Extending the common-mode range of difference amplifiers 
allows their use in a wider variety of reduced power-supply 
applications. 

The INAl 17 has a specified common-mode input range of 
±200V when operating on standard± lSV power supplies. At 
power-supply voltages above ±l 3V, the INA 117 input range 
is limited to ±200V by the power capabilities of its internal 
input resistors. On reduced power supplies, the input range 
is limited by the common mode input range of the. internal 
op amp. 

The linear common-mode input range of the internal op amp 
extends to within 3V of its power supply voltage. For 
example, with a ±lSV power supply, the common-mode 
input range of the internal op amp is ±12V. Because the 
INA 117 internal resistor network divides the input by 20, the 
actual input range of the INA117 would be 20 • (±12V), or 
240V, for ±lSV power supplies. Similarly, reducing the 
power supply voltage to ±6V will limit the input common
mode voltage to ±60V. 

There are two approaches to boosting the common-mode 
input range for reduced power supply applications: Offset
ting the common-mode range by a'fixed amount, and dy
namically adjusting the common-mode range to follow the 
input common-mode signal. 

OFFSETTING THE INPUT COMMON-MODE 
RANGE WITH A CONSTANT VOLTAGE 
In many applications, the common-mode signal range is 
known and the common-mode input range of the difference 
amplifier can be adjusted to coincide with the required 
range. For example, the ±60V common-mode range of the 
INA 117 operating on ±6V supplies could be shifted to range 
from +OV to +120V, or +S0V to +170V. 

To offset the common-mode range, the reference connection 
of the difference amplifier is connected to an off setting 
voltage, V x• instead of ground With the reference collllected 
to an offsetting potential, a second difference amplifier must 
be used to refer the output back to ground 

One way to off set the input voltage is to COIUlCCt the 
reference pins 1 and 5 to the negative supply voltage as 
shown in Figure 1. Another possibility is to derive the offset 
voltage from a uner diode collllected to the negative power 
supply as shown in Figure 2. In either case, the total 
common-mode range of the INAl 17 is unchanged and 
shifted by -19 • (V x>· 

,------------_,...---o V+ 

R1 

2 
380kO 

Vz 

V3 
3 

As 
21.1k0 

8 

-=-

7 

Ra 
380k0 

A, 

INA117 

5 4 

7 

6 

~----t-6---a Vo'"V3-V2 

Az 
INA105 

-3V > V0 > -10V 
Swap A. pins 2 and 3 fer: 
10V > V0 > 3V 

also; 
((V+) - 5V) > V0 > ((V-) + 3V) 

..... ------------------0 V-

Vx aV-

AGURE 1. Offsetting the INAl 17 Common-Mode Input Range Using the Negative Power Supply as a Reference. 
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.----------------------l"l·V+ 

V3 
3 

Rs 

21.1k0 

8 5 

~ 
380k0 

7 

A, 
INA117 

6 

7 

.__-"-6-......-i Vo= V3 - V2 

~ 
INA105 

OV > V0 >-1OV 
Swap A,. pins 2 and 3 for: 
1OV> V0 > OV 

also; 
~ 1N4684 ((V+)- SV) > V0 > ((V-) + 3V) 

Vx = (V-) + 3.3V .__ __ 3._3v ______________ -_-__,., V-

FIGURE 2. Offsetting the INAI 17 Common-Mode Input Range with a Zener Reference. 

Since the input voltage can swing to within 3V of the power 
supply, the following relationships apply for the INAI 17: 

VR = 20 • [(V+) + IV-I - 6V] 

VL = 20 • [(V-) + 3V] - 19 • vx 
VH::::VR -VL 

Where 

V R :::: total common-mode range [VJ 

V L = minimum common-mode signal [VJ 

V 
11 

:::: maximum common-inode signal [V] 

V+, V- = positive, negative power supply [V] 

IV-I= absolute value of the negative power supply [VJ 

V x :::: offset voltage (from ground) [VJ 

POWER COMMON-MODE INPUT RANGE (V) 
SUPPLY V.,_:(JII V.,_=V~ V.,_= (V-) + 3.~ 

:t:15V -240 to +2401<1 45 to 5251•1 -18 to462.<<I 
:t:12V -180 to +180 48 to 408<•1 -15 to 3451•1 
±9V -12010 +120 51 to 291<41 -12 to 22s<•1 

:t:6V -60to +60 54 to 174 -9to 111 

NOTES: (1) Rcferenc:o connected to GND (normal operation). (2) Refer• 
ence connoctod to V- (see Figure 1 ). (3) Reforonce connocted to V-
through 3.3V zoner (seo Figure 2). (4) Voltages greater than :t:200V are 
shown for reference only. INA117 maximum ralod operating vollage la 
±200V. 

TABLE I. INAl 17 Common-Mode Input Range for Se-
lected Power Supplies and Reference Offsets. 

The same principles can be applied to the INA105 difference 
amplifier as shown in Figures 3 and 4. With an allowable 
voltage swing to within 3V of the power supply, the following 
relationships apply for the INA105: 

VR = 2 • [(V+) + IV-l-6VJ 

VL = 2 • [(V-) + 3V] - vx 
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ADJUSTING THE COMMON 
MODE RANGE DYNAMICALLY 

Another way to boost the common-mode range of a differ
ence amplifier is to drive the reference connection dy
namically in response to changes in the inpuL A circuit to 
boost the input range of the INAl17 is shown in Figure 5. 
A third amplifier,~. along with resistors R,, ~. and R6 is 
used to derive, invert, and scale the input level presented to 
the reference connection. 

The value for R6 depends on the power supply voltages and 
op amp used for~- To maximize the common-mode range, 
R6 should be selected so the output of ~ is at its maximum 
swing limit when the inputs to the difference amplifier op 
ampareat3V fromtheoppositepowersupply. The0PA1013 
is a good choice for ~ since its outputs are guaranteed to 
swing within 2V of the power supply rails. 

Using the OPA1013 ·op amp for ~. and considering the 
allowed swing to within 3V of the power supply voltage, the 
following relationships apply for the INAl 17. 

V CM= ±{20 • ((V+) - 3V)- 19 • Vx} 

Vx = (V-) + 2V 

R6 = -0.5MO • V /V CM 

Where: 

V CM :::: common-mode input range [V] 

R6 = value of R6 [OJ 

POWER VCII. 
SUPPLY (V) (V) 

±15 :t:487111 
::1:12 ::1:37()111 
±9 :t:2631'1 
:t6 ±136 

R, 
(kO) 

13.3 
13.7 
13.7 
14.7 

NOTES: (1) Vollagos abovo :t:200V aro shown for roference only. INA117 
maximum ralod operating voltage lo :t:200V. 

TABLE II. INAl 17 Common-Mode Input Range for Se
lected Power Supplies Using Figure 5 Circuit 
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,-.------------+-----<) V+ 
7 7 

Rz R1 Rz 
2Sk0 s 2 2Sk0 25!<0 s 

6 6 
Vo=V3-V2 

A1 ~ 
-3V > V0 > -10V 
Swap Az pino 2 and 3 for: 

INA105 INA105 10V> V0 > 3V 
3 also; 

((V+) - 5V) > V0 > ((V-) + 3V) 

7 

v-
Vx =V-

FIGURE 3. Offsetting the INAIOS Common-Mode Input Range Using the Negative Power Supply as a Reference . 

..---------------<1----0 V+ 

R1 
25k0 

Rz 
25kn 

7 

>---+6-~ Vo" V3 - V2 

A, 
INA105 10kn 

~ 
INA105 

V3 O--+,l\l\l'--+---vV'\/'----+-.--+--
3
--nN\/'----u\/\f'-----t--, 

Vx ,. (V-) + 3.3V 

FIGURE 4. Offsetting the INAIOS Common-Mode Input Range with a Zener Reference. 

RI ~ 

V2 Q,-; __ 2-t--,380/\/\Jkn''--...__.,__380kn.._,\J1i/'----, 

FIGURE 5. Boosting the INAI 17 Common-Mode Input Range Dynamically. 
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~ 
INA105 

5 

OV > V0 >-10V 
Swap Az pins 2 and 3 for: 
10V > V0 > OV 

also; 
((V+)- 5V) > V0 > ((V-) + 3V) 
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In the circuit of Figure 5, the true common-mode signal 
drives the INA117 reference, Vx. Often it is adequate to 
drive the reference in response to the common-mode signal 
at just one input pin (either pin 2 or 3). In this case one 
common-mode sense resistor (either R, or J\) can be omit
ted. The value of the feedback resistor, R

6
, must then be 

doubled. 

The same principles can be applied to the INAIOS difference 
amplifier as shown in Figure 6. Using the same 3V, 2V rules, 
the following relationships apply for the INA105. 

VCM = ±{2 • ((V+)-3V) - Vx} 

Vx = (V-) + 2V 

R6 = -0.SMO • V .,/V CM 

OUTPUT RANGE LIMITATIONS 

Keep in mind that with any of these techniques, the 
common-mode range refers to the input of the difference 
amp only. To make use of the extended common-mode 
range, the output swing limitations of the difference amp 
must also be observed. 

The output of the INA 117 or INA105 is guaranteed to swing 
at least ±I0V on ±15V power supplies. However, a negative 
output can actually swing to within 3V of the negative power 
supply (to -12V on ±lSV supplies). 

With zero differential input voltage to the difference amplifier, 
the output will be at zero volts with respect to the reference 
connection, V x· The circuits in Figure 1 or 3 will not work 
with zero differential inpuL Since the difference amp reference 
pin is connected to V-, the output of the difference amp 
would saturate lo its negative swing limit in an attempt to 
swing lo V-. For the circuit to work, the differential input 
must be at least 3V so that the output · of the difference 
amplifier is at 3V from V-. The input to the difference 
amplifier can be either +3V or -3V and the input connec
tions (pins 2 and 3) can be interchanged to provide the 
proper output swing. 

The circuits in Figures 2 and 4 will function with zero 
differential input since the reference is connected 3.3V from 
V-. Output swing in response to input signal must, however, . 
always be in the positive direction. As before, the inputs of 
both difference amplifiers can be connected to accommodate 
any polarity of input/output swing. 

If bipolar output swing is required, offset from the rail must 
be large enough to accommodate the common-mode offset 
as well as the output swing. When using the Figure 5 or 6 
circuit, the V x terms in the equations must be replaced by: 

[(V-) + 3V + V sw1 for negative swings 

and by 

[(V+) -SV - V sw1 for positive swings 

Where: 

V sw = difference amp output swing relative to reference, 
Vx. 

(V sw = difference amp differential input since the gain = I) 

The boosted common-mode range for positive inputs is 
different than for negative inputs due to the differences in 
the difference amplifier output swing limitations: 

For positive common-mode inputs: 

V CMH = 20 • ((V+) - 3V)- 19 • VXH 

R6H = -0.SMO • V xJV CMH 

VXH= [(V-) + 3V + Vswl 

For negative common-mode inputs: 

VCML = 20 • ((V-) + 3V)-19 • VXL 

R61. = -0.SMO • V XLN CMJI 

VXL= [(V+)-SV - VswJ 

Where: 

V CMH = highest common-mode input voltage [VJ 

V CML = lowest common-mode input voltage [VJ 

Since only one value for R6 can be used, the smaller value 
must be selected if the common-mode input is bipolar. The 
total common-mode swing is limited by this value. 

Reducing the difference amplifier output swing increases the 
possible common-mode input· range. H a higher output 
swing is needed, add gain after the difference amplifier as 
shown in Figure 7. In this circuit an optional f_3d8 = !kHz 
filter is added ahead of the gain stage. The filter reduces 
output noise at the expense of signal bandwidth reduction. If 
filtering is not desired, connect the difference amp output 
directly to the noninverting input of the output amplifier. 

Tho Information providod horoin Is bolloved to bo rellablo; howovor, BURR-BROWN assumes no rosponslbililyfor lnaccuraclas oromlaslono. BURR-BROWN assumoo 
no rosponslbllHy for tho uso of this Information, and aD uso of such Information shall bo onllraly at tho usor'o own risk. Prfcoa and upecificatlons aro subjoct to chango 
withoutnotlco.Nopatentrlghtaorllconseatoanyofthocln:uitodoscribodherelnareimpllodorgrantedtoanythlrdpaJty.SURR-8ROWNdooonotauthorizoorwarrant 
any BURR·BROWN product for uso In life support dovlcoa and/or ayotoma. 
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R1 Rz R, 
25kn 25kn 

5 2 25kn 
Vz 

6 

A1 
INA105 

V3 
3 

A, 
1MO f\, 

FIGURE 6. Boosting the INA105 Common-Mode Input Range Dynamically. 

R, 

2 
380kn 

Va 0o-1,--...;;+--v1N1----.-...---vV'V'--i 

Rz 
25k0 

-=-

R,z 
1.13kn 

v0 ... v,-v 2 

Your -10 (V, - V2 ) 

FIGURE 7. Boosted Common-Mode Input Range INA117 with Noise Filtering and Added Gain after the 2nd Difference 
Amplifier to Further Extend INAI 17 Common-Mode Input Range. 
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BOOST AMPLIFIER OUTPUT SWING 
WITH SIMPLE MODIFICATION 

By R. Mark Still and Rod Burt (602) 746-7445 

In many applications it is desirable for the output of an 
amplifier to swing close to its power supply rails. Most 
amplifiers only guarantee an output swing of± 1 OV to ± 12V 
when operating on standard ±15V power supplies. With the 
addition of four resistors and a pair of garden-variety tran
sistors, the INAI05 or INA106 difference amplifiers can be 
modified to provide nearly a full ±15V output swing on 
±15V supplies. 

Figure 1 shows the modified circuit for the INA105. The 
combined INAIOS quiescent current and output current 
flowing from its power-supply pins drives external transis
tors Q1 and Q2 through base-emitter connected resistors R3 
and R,. Q1 and Q

2 
are arranged as common-emitter ampli

fiers in a gain of approximately 1.7V N (l + 750Q/lk.Q) so 
that the INA105's output only needs to swing about±9V for 
a ±15V swing at the buffer output Figure 4 shows the 
boosted INAI05 driving a lkQ load to within a fraction of 
a volt of its ±15V power supplies. Figure 4 is a multiple 
exposure scope photo showing the composite amplifier 
output and the power-supply voltages. 

-t15V 

R3 
2000 

7 
INA105 

2 
R1 Rz 

n 
5 

Rz 
7500 

(11 

01 
2N3906 

Vo 

02 
2N3904 

NOTES:(1) R,=7500forlNA105. R,,.1kOforlNA106on±12Vlo±18V 
power suppllos. R, .. 2k0 for INA106 on ±BV to ±18V power supplies. 

FIGURE 1. External Transistors Q1 and Q2 Add Output Boost 
so the Difference Amplifier Can Drive Loads 
Close to Its Power-Supply Rails. 
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Even though there is gain in the feedback of the INA I OS, the 
circuit is stable as shown by the small-signal response of the 
amplifier as seen in the scope photo, Figure 5. Since a unity
gain difference amplifier operates in a noise gain of two, 
gain can be added in its feedback loop without causing 
instability with the following restrictions: 1) the added gain 
is less than 2V N, 2) the op amp in the difference amplifier 
is unity gain stable, and 3) the phase shift added by the gain 
buff er is low at the unity gain frequency of the op amp. All 
stability requirements are met when using the INA105. 

To understand the details of the composite amplifier, con
sider the block diagram, Figure 2. Resistors R1 and ~ set the 
gain of the buffer amplifier Az. The buffer amplifier is a 
current-feedback op amp formed from the output transistors 
in the INAlOS and the external transistors, Q1 and Q1• The 
current feedback amplifier gives wide bandwidth and low 
phase shift Figure 3 shows one of two complementary 
current-feedback amplifiers formed from the NPN output 
transistor in the INAlOS and the external PNP transistor, Q,. 
This current-feedback amplifier section is active for positive 
swings of the composite amplifier output. A complementary 
current-feedback amplifier, using external transistor Q2, is 
active for negative output swings of the composite amp. 

-In 

-tin Vo 

-=-
NOTE: Gain cl tho boost circuit Ill approxlmalely 1 -t R • 

FIGURE 2. Block Diagram Showing Boost Circuit Feedback 
Arrangement. 

B.ecause the maximum gain in the feedback of an INAl 05 is 
limited to 2V N, the boosted circuit works best with power 
suppliesof±l2Vormore. TheINA105 doesn't have enough 
output swing on lower supplies to drive a gain-of-2 buffer to 
the power supply rails. For boosted output swing on lower 
supplies, consider the INA106 gain-of-10 difference ampli
fier. Although the op amp in the INA106 is not unity gain 
stable, the INA106 is stable with added gain in its feedback 
of up to 3V N. This allows full output boost on lower voltage 
supplies. Scope photograph Figure 6 shows the boosted 

BURR•BROWN• 
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INA106 driving a 11& load to within a fraction of a volt on 
±8V supplies. Figure 6 is a multiple exposure scope photo 
showing the composite amplifier output and the power
supply voltages. Scope photograph Figure 7, shows the 
small signal response of the INA106 with a gain-of-3 feedback 
buffer. 

A word of caution: To obtain the boosted output swing, 
output protection circuitry was eliminated. There is no 
current limit in the output buffer. A shon circuit at the output 
may destroy the external output transistors. Still, this simple 
modification is an effective means to obtain wide output 
swing. 

So long as the stated stability requirerrents are observed, this 
technique can be applied to other op amp circuits. 

~no----+----• 
CFB Amp 6 INA105 

Circuit 
Fragment -----

R, 

To02 
Collector 

NOTES: (1) 0 1 Is the oxtomal 2N3906 PNP 
-=- transistOf'. (2) a_ is tho INA105 output NPN 

tranalstOf'. 

FIGURE 3. Circuit Detail Showing One-Half of the Sym
metrical Current-Feedback Amplifier Output 
Stage, ~ in Figure 2. 

FIGURE 4. Triple Exposure Showing ±1 SV Power Supplies 
and Composite Amplifier Output Driving 11& 
Load. 

f=bF~·D:H 1 

, ---·-···1-j-! i i t I I [_ __ _ 
.. I· ·-. -L .. 1·-+---i·--·---,-1. I i ........... : .. --·T I ; ! + .. l--i-1····-,•--.I l 
c ·-··; 1 1 .•.•. .1--t-•-·-•~i-··· ··r··· . , 
1 .. 1.••·•·•·•·•···l·-.-· j ' I I '-1-... -·1 1------; ! I l ' -··-·1 
·1· i -···--... , .... __ ,J_f __ l I -·-

-;:-[L!- ; ~i=r-r_ I ill. 1·+, ,_,l'r2 ~1 
; I --------,·--~0111' 1~~2µt7 ! ,-,~·-1-I I f ,_,. _, ·-

~ 

FIGURE 5. Small-Signal Response of Composite Amplifier 
Using INA105 and Buffer Amplifier with 750Q, 
till Feedback Resistors. 

FIGURE 6. Triple Exposure Showing ±8V Power Supplies 
and Composite Amplifier Output Driving lk.Q 
Load. 

FIGURE 7. Small-Signal Response of Composite Amplifier 
Using INA106 and Buffer Amplifier with 3kn, 
l kn Feedback Resistors. 
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0 TO 20mA RECEIVER USING RCV420 . 

By David Kunst and R. Mark Still (602) 746-7445 

Many industrial current-loop applications call for conver
sion of a 0 to 20mA input current into 0 to 5V output. The 
RCV420 is intended primarily as a complete solution for 
precise 4 to 20mA to O to 5V conversion. But, with the 
addition of one or two eittemal 1 % resistors, the RCV 420 
can also accurately convert a 0 to 20mA input into a 0 to 5V 
output. 

The recommended hook-up for 0-20mA/0-5V conversion is 
shown in Figure 1. To reduce the gain from 5V /16mA to 5V / 
20mA, the internal 75'1 sense resistor is paralleled with a 
301'1, 1 % external resistor connected between pins· 1 and 2 

Even though the external paralleling resistor has a 1 % 
tolerance, the worst-case gain error of the current-to-voltage 
conversion will be only 0.5%. This is because the parallel 
combination of an external 3010 resistor and the internal 
750 resistor is dominated by the internal resistor. . 

A tighter _tolerance on the external paralleling resistor would 
not significantly improve the gain accuracy. This is because 
the internal 75'1 sense resistor also has a tolerance of 1 %. 

0-20mA I 
Input : 

3010 

I-:-
3010 

-t15V 

16 

-15V 

4 

FIGURE 1. 0-20mA/0-5V Receiver Using RCV420. 

The high gain accuracy of the RCV420 transfer function 
comes from a fine laser trim of the internal amplifier's gain 
which compensates for any error in the 750 internal sense 
resistor. So even if the sense resistor were replaced by a 
resistor of exact value, the gain error could be as much as 
1%. . 

For best common-mode rejection perfonnance, a second 
30 In external resistor should be connected between pins 2 
and 3 in parallel with the other internal 75'1 sense resistor. 
Without it, 86dB CMR would be degraded to about 80dB. If 
high CMR is not needed, the second resistor shown can be 
omitted. 

To eliminate the offset, used for 4-20mA/0-5V conversion, 
. the "Ref In" (pin 12) must be connected to ground instead of 
to the l0V reference. The "Ref Out" and "Ref Feedback" 
(pins 10 and 11) should still be connected together to prevent 
the reference circuitry from locking-up. Even though the 
10.0V reference is not used for span offsetting, it is a 
precision reference which may be useful for other circuitry. 
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0-20mA I 
Input : 

2940 

I-:-
2940 

+1SV 

16 

-15V 

4 

FIGURE 2. Gain Trimmable 0-20mN0-5V Receiver Using RCV420. 

If better gain accuracy is required, use the gain trim circuit 
shown in Figure 2. This circuit uses a slightly lower value 
external resistor in parallel with the internal 750 sense 
resistor and a potentiomenter in the feedback for fme trim 
of gain. Because of its small value, and the action of the 
'T' network feedback arrangement. the effect of the gain 
adjust pot on CMR is negligible. 

Of course, any mix of input/output polarity can be ob
tained by connecting the current source input to either pin 
1 or 3. 

INPUT CURRENT OUTPUT VOLTAGE INPUT CONNECTION 

Oto20mA OtoSV Pin 1 
0 to-20mA Oto-6V Pin 1 
Oto 20mA Oto-6V Pin 3 
Oto-20mA OtoSV Pin 3 

Gain-reduction paralleling-resistors for selected gains are 
shown in the table below. 

INPUT RANGE OUTPUT RANGE PARALLELING-RESISTOR 

Oto 20mA Oto5V 301'2 
Oto 60rnA 0toSV 35.7Q 

In general, to determine the value of the external parallel
ing resistor: 

Where: 

750 Rmcr =----
~-1 
16mA 

~ = External paralleling resistor (Cl) 
IIN = Input current range (mA) 

The Information provided heroin Is bellovod to be reliable; howOYOf, BURR-BROWN asaumea no rosponsibl!Ay for lnac:curaclea or omissions. BURR-BROWN assumes 
no reaponllbifdy for the uoo ol this infannallon, and an UM of such Information shall be entirety at tho user's own risk. Prlcoa and GpOCiflcatloma are subjod to chango 
wlthoul notice. No patont rights or llce1U1011 to any of tho circuita d-=ribed horein an, Implied orgranlod to anythlrd party. BURR-BROWN does no1 authorize or warrant 
any BURR-BROWN product for use In life support dovlcos and/or systems. 
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BOOST INSTRUMENT AMP CMR 
WITH COMMON-MODE DRIVEN SUPPLIES 

By R. Mark Stitt (602) 746-7445 

Ever-increasing demands are being placed on instrumenta
tion amplifier (IA) performance. When standard IAs can not 
deliver the required performance, consider this enhanced 
version. Dramatic performance improvements can be 
achieved by operating the input amplifiers of a classical 
three-op-amp IA from common-mode driven sub-regulated 
power supplies. 

Instrumentation amplifiers are designed to amplify low
level differential signals while rejecting unwanted common
mode signals. One of the most important specifications is 
common-mode rejection (CMR)-the ability to reject com
mon mode signals. AC CMR is especially important since 
the common-mode signals are inevitably dynamic-com
monly ranging from 60Hz power-line interference to 
switching-power-supply noise at tens to hundreds of kHz. 
With common-mode driven sub-regulated supplies, both the 
AC and DC CMR of the IA can be dramatically improved. 
Improved AC and DC power supply noise rejection is an 
added bonus. 

At the high gains often required, input offset voltage drift 
can also be a critical specification. In some applications, the 
low input offset voltage drift of chopper stabilized op amps 
might provide the best solution. But, since many of these 
chopper stabilized op amps are built using low voltage 
CMOS processes, they can not be operated on standard 
±15V power supplies. Operating the chopper stabilized op 
amps from common-mode-driven, sub-regulated ±5V sup
plies allows them to be used without restriction in ±15V 
systems. 

THE THREE OP AMP IA 

To understand how the technique works, first consider the 
operation of the three op amp IA shown in Figure IA. The 
design consists of an input gain stage driving a difference 
amplifier. 

The difference amplifier consists of op amp A
3 

and ratio 
matched resistors R1 through R4• If the resistor ratios R/R

1 
exactly match R/R

3 
the difference amplifier will amplify 

differential signals by a gain of R/R 1 while rejecting com
mon-mode signals. The CMR of the difference amplifier 
will almost certainly be limited by resistor mismatch when 
a high-performance op amp is used for A

3
• A unity-gain 

difference amplifier requires a difficult 0.0 I% resistor match 
for CMR of 86dB. 

Since the slightest input source impedance mismatch would 
degrade the resistor matching of the difference amplifier, a 
differential input, differential output gain-stage (A1, A2

, R~
111

, 
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R~112, and RO) is used ahead of the difference amplifier. The 
low output-impedance of the of the gain stage preserves 
difference amplifier resistor matching and maintains the 
CMR of the difference amplifier. The input amplifiers also 
provide high input impedance and additional gain. 

When designing a high CMR instrumentation amplifier, it is 
important to use a differential input, differential output 
amplifier using a single gain-set resistor (see Figure IA). In 
the Figure IA circuit, CMR is independent of resistor 
matching. Resistor mismatches degrade CMR in the two 
gain-set-resistor differential in/out amplifier (see Figure 1 B). 

To understand why CMR is independent of resistor match
ing in the single gain-set resistor amplifier, consider the 
Figure IA circuit. With a common-mode input signal, and 
no differential input signal, the voltage between V N and VP 
does not change. Therefore the voltage across R

0 
remains 

constant and, since no current flows in the op amp inputs, 
there is no current change in f\111 or RFB2, and the differential 
output voltage, V1-V2

, does not change. Ideally then, with a 
perfect difference amplifier, the common-mode gain is zero 
and the CMRR is oo. 

Difference Amplifier ,--------------, I 

Mismatches In gain-set resistors f\o, and f\m do not degrade IA CMR. 
GAIN= (1 + [R111, + RmJIRJ (R/R,) 

II f\a, = l\m = f\a, 
GAIN = (1 + (2 • R,JIRJ (R/R,) 

FIGURE IA. The Three Op-Amp Instrumentation Amplifier. 
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NOTE: Mismatches between gain-sot resistor pairs. R,.,IF\a, and 
R,JAo., do degrade IA CMR. 

FIGURE IB. The Wrong Way to Make a Three Op-Amp 
Instrumentation Amplifier. 

In the Figure 1B circuit, CMR does depend on resistor 
matching. Common-mode signals will cause different com
mon-mode currents to flow through R01 and R

02 
if their values 

are not matched. Then. if the ratio of ~ 1fRo
1 
is not exactly 

equal to the ratio of ~/R 02 , there will be common-mode 
gain and the CMRR of the instrumentation amplifier will be 
degraded. 

Mathematically, for the two circuits: 

GDIFP = (VI - V J/(VN - VJ 
GCM = (VI -V2)NCM 

For the single gain-set resistor circuit, Figure IA: 

GDIFP : (~, + l\-s2 + RJfRo 
If ~. = l\-s2 = 1\-s, this becomes the familiar 

GDIR' = 1 + (2 • ~/RJ 
GCM=O 

For the two gain-set resistor circuit, Figure 1 B: 

G 
_ VN • (1 + (RFB1IRc,1))-Vp • (1 + (RFBzlRo2)) 

DIFF-
VN-VP 

GCM = (RFB1IRc,1) - (RmlRc,2) 

(The CMRR of the Figure I B circuit does depend on buff er 
amplifier resistor matching.) 

Where: 

G0 1FF = Differential gain of the IA (V N) 
GCM = Common-mode gain of the IA (V N) 

See Figures I A and I B for V 5 and ~. 

Common-mode rejection ratio is the ratio of differential gain 
to common-mode gain. Adding gain ahead of the difference 
amplifier increases the CMR of the IA so long as the op 
amps in the gain stage have better CMR than the difference 

r.AA•mlt 
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amplifier. That is why IA data sheets usually specify one 
CMR (e.g. SOdB) at gain = 1 and a much higher CMR at 
higher gains (e.g. lOOdB at gain= 1000). 

Most high-performance op amps have better CMR than is 
available from difference amplifiers. Be careful when select
ing an input op amp though; the venerable ''741" op amp has 
a minimum high-grade CMR of 80dB, and the world's most 
popular op amp<I). the LM324. has a min high-grade CMR of 
only 70dB. High performance bipolar input op amps have 
the best CMR. The OPA177 has a min CMR of 130dB. FET 
input op amps usually don't offer quite as much perfor
mance. The Burr-Brown OPA627 comes the closest with a 
min CMR of 106dB. 

LIMITING FACTORS IN IA PERFORMANCE 
The DC CMR of a standard IA can be improved by driving 
the power supply connections of the input op amps from 
sub-regulated power supplies referenced to the IA common
mode input voltage. Op amp CMR is limited by device 
mismatch and thermal feedback that occurs as the op amp 
inputs change relative to its power supplies. If the power 
supply rails are varied to track the common mode input 
signal, there is no variation of the inputs relative to the 
power-supply rails, errors which degrade CMR are largely 
eliminated, and CMR can be substantially improved. 

The AC CMR of the IA is limited by the AC response of the 
input amplifiers. The outputs of the input amplifiers in the 
IA follow the common mode input signal. As the frequency 
of the common-mode signal increases, the loop gain of the 
input op amps diminishes, and CMR falls off. 

For large common-mode signals. the slew rate of the input 
op amps can limit the ability of the IA to function altogether. 
This will happen when the maximum rate of change of the 
common-mode signal exceeds the slew rate limit of the op 
amp. For a sine wave, the maximum rate of change occurs 
at the zero crossing and can be derived as follows: 

V = VP • sin(2 • 1t • f • t) 
dV /dt = 2 • 1t • f • VP • cos(2 • 1t • f • t) 

Att = 0, 

dV /dt = 2 • 1t • f • VP 
Slew rate limit = 2 • 7t • fMAX • VP 

Where: 

V = common-mode voltage vs time (t) 
VP = peak common-mode voltage 
Slew rate limit= maximum dV/dt 
f MAX= maximum common-mode frequency at amplitude VP 

beyond which standard IA fails to function due to 
slew-rate limit of input op amp. 

As with DC CMR. AC CMR can be improved by driving the 
power supply connections of the input op amps from com
mon-mode referenced sub-regulated supplies. Since neither 
the inputs nor the output of the amplifier change relative to 

( l) According to its designer: Frederiksen. Thomas M., Intuitive IC Op Amps, 
National Semiconductor"s Technology Series, 1984, back cover. 
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the power supply rails, nothing within the amplifier moves 
in response to the common-mode signal. No current flows in 
the phase compensation capacitors and the phase compensa
tion is therefore defeated for common-mode response. 

THE BOOSTED IA 
The complete circuit for the enhanced IA is shown in Figure 
2. In addition to the three op amp IA, it contains a buffered 
common-mode voltage generator, and ±SV subregulated 
power supplies. 

Vp 

Gain-of-10 
Difference Amplifier 

f INA106 l 
2l R1 ~ ls 

NOTE: Driving the power 
supplies of the Input 
amplifiers of a three op 
amp IA from common• 
mode driven supplies can 
dramaUcally Improve both 
AC and DC CMR. 

50kll 

<; 0.011,lF 

100µA 
J1!REF200 

Va.t+5V 
to+V5 of 
A1&~ 

FIGURE 2. Boosted Instrumentation Amplifier. 

The lnfonnation provldedheraln Is believed to be reliable; hlMever, BURR-BROWN 
assumes no responslbl:lty for Inaccuracies oromlSslons. BURR-BROWN assumes 
no responsibility for the use of this lnfonnatlon. and aD use of such Information shaD 
be entirely at the user's own risk. Prices and spedllcatlons are subject to change 
without notice. No patent rights or Hcenses to any of the dn:ults described herein are 
impliedorgranledtoanylhiroparty.BURR-BROWNdoesnotaulhodzeorwanant 
any BURR-BROWN proc11ct for use in nfe support devices and/or systems. 
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An INAI06 gain-of-10 difference amplifier is used for the 
difference amplifier. The INA106 contains a precision op 
amp and ratio matched resistors R

1 
through R

4 
pretrimmed 

for I OOdB min CMR. No critical resistor matching by the 
user is required to build a precision IA using this approach. 

The common-mode signal driving the subregulated supplies 
is derived from resistor divider network, Rs• R

6
• The network 

is driven from the IA inputs through unity-gain connected op 
amps A4 and As. These buffer amplifiers persevere the IA's 
high input impedance. In some applications the impedance 
of the Rs• R6 network connected directly to the IA inputs is 
acceptable and buffer amplifiers A

4 
and A5 can be deleted as 

shown in Figure 3. The signal at the Rs, R6 connection of the 
resistor divider is the average or common-mode voltage of 
the two IA inputs. 

The negative sub regulator consists of A
6

, R,. C
1
, and a I OOµA 

current source (1/2 of Burr-Brown REF200). Since no cur
rent flows in the op amp input, I OOµA flows through the 
50k!l resistor, R

7 
forcing a -5V drop from the op amp input 

to its output. The op amp forces the negative input to be at 
the same potential as its positive input. The result is a a -5V 
floating voltage reference relative to the op amp noninverting 
input terminal. 

The positive subregulator is the same as the negative 
subregulation except for the polarity of the current source 
connection. 

The outputs of the positive and negative subregulators are 
connected to the power supplies of the input op amps A

1 
and 

A,_ only. All other op amps are connected to ±15V power 
supplies. 

COMMON MODE RANGE OF BOOSTED IA 
The common-mode input range of the boosted IA is limited 
by the subregulated supply voltage. The outputs of the 
subregulntor amplifiers, A6 and A7 must swing the common
mode voltage plus the subregulator voltage. The smaller the 
subregulator voltage, the better the common-mode input 
range. A subregulator voltage of ±5V was chosen because it 
is low enough to give good input common-mode range while 
it is high enough to allow full performance from almost any 
op amp. 

COMMON MODE RANGE OF BOOSTED IA 
IS AS GOOD AS STANDARD IA 
The common-mode input range of the boosted instrumenta
tion amplifier is as good as that of most integrated circuit 
IAs. It might seem that the subregulated supplies would 
reduce the IA's common-mode range. But because the 
boosted IA uses a gain-of- IO difference amplifier rather than 
a unity gain difference amplifier its common mode range is 
not limited by the input amplifiers. The common-mode input 
range of both the boosted IA and the standard IA is about 
±7V. 

That's right. With a IOV output, the common mode input 
range of a standard IA is only about ±7V, not± 1 OV as many 
have been incorrectly led to believe. 

BURR•BRn• 
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VN 

Rs 
10lc0 

Vc1,1 

Ao 
10k0 

Vp 

NOTE: If high Input lmpedanco 18 not noodod, 
lho common-modo buffers (A4 and A,, from 
Flguro 2) can bo ollmlnalod. 

FIGURE 3. Simplified Boosted Instrumentation Amplifier. 

The common-mode swing of a standard IA is limited by the 
output swing of the input amplifiers. The co111ID9n mode 
range of the boosted IA is limited by the output swing of the 
subregulator amplifiers. 

Standard IAs use unity gain difference amplifiers for prac
tical reasons. Since standard IAs are designed for general 
applications, they must be adjustable to unity gain. Because 
it would be difficult for the user to maintain the resistor ratio 
matching necessary for good difference amplifier CMR, a 
fixed unity gain difference amplifier is provided. Gain ad
justment is made with the input amplifiers, where matching 

Gain-of.10 
Olference Ampllflor 

I INA106 I 
I I 

2' R, Rz 15 

: HIid} 100k0 : , ______________ J 

+15V 

100µA 
Y.!REF200 

C1 0.01µF 

C2 0.01µF 

l 1001,1A 
f Y.!REF200 

-15V 

Vc1,1-6V 
to-V 8 of 
A,&~ 

Vc1,1+6V 
to+V 8 of 
A,&Az 

is not critical for good CMR Also, The more gain placed 
ahead of the difference amplifier, the better the IA CMR. 

To compare the limits on input common-mode range, as
sume the op amps used can all swing to within 3V of their 
power supply rails (i.e. they can swing to ±12V when 
operating on ±15V power supplies). 

In a standard IA, using a unity gain difference amplifier, the 
input amplifiers must provide a differential lOV output for 
a I OV IA output With the input amplifiers in equal gains, 
each must deliver one half of the 1 OV differential signal. 
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v" 

Rs 
10lc0 

Vc11 

Re 
10k0 

Vp 

NOTE: You can mako a high-vohago IA with lho 
boosted IA by using high-voltage op amps for A,, A., 
and A, while using high performance, signal levol op 
amp:1 such as tho OPA177 for A, and A,. 

FIGURE 4; High Voltage Instrumentation Amplifier. 

With a common-mode input of 7V one input amplifier must 
deliver 7V common-mode plus SV differential-its 12V 
swing limiL 

The boosted IA also has a ±7V common-mode input limiL 
The subregulators are set at ±SV from the input common
mode signal. With a 7V common mode input, one of the 
subregulator outputs is at its 12V swing limit. 

10k0 97.6k0 
5kO 
CMR 
Adj 

60kQ 

60kQ 

C2 0.0111F 

,------. 
I ½ Jl 

REF200 I .. l 
I 1 < I 

I , ~I , _____ .J 

-40V 

In the boosted IA. using a gain-fo-10 difference amplifier, 
the buffer amplifiers must provide a differential output of 
only 1 V for a IOV IA output With the input amplifiers in 
equal gains. each must deliver one half of the IV differential 
signal. With a common-mode input of 7V, one input ampli
fier must deliver 7V common-mode plus O.SV differential 
for a total of 7.SV at its output which is no problem since the 
V5 is 12V (SV subregulated + 7V common-mode). 
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NOTE: Both the standard and boosted IA USO OPA177s fOt' input 
amplifiers. ThooverallgainofthelAia 1000VN(inpulsectlongain=100, 
difforenco gain= 10). Tho boosled IA givos more than 100/1 CMR 
lmp,ovemenl. Noise limits the DC CMR lo slightly grealer than 140d8 
roforred to a +9d8m common-modo input signal. 

FIGURE 5. CMR vs Frequency Comparison between Stan
dard Three Op Amp IA and Boosted IA. 

SUBREGULATION IMPROVES PRECISION 
Lower power dissipation in the input op amps due to reduced 
power supplies can improve performance by reducing ther
mally induced low-frequency noise. In all semiconductor 
packages thermocouples are formed at various conductor 
interfaces. Matched-seal metal, side-braze ceramic, cerdip, 
and many plastic packages use Kovar leads. Significant 
thermocouples are formed between the lead plating and the 
Kovar. Thermocouples are also formed between the leads 
and the solder connections to the printed circuit. 

If thermal gradients are properly matched (at the amplifier 
inputs) the thermocouple errors will cancel. In practice, 
mismatches occur. Even under laboratory conditions, the 
error produced can be several tenths of microvolts-well 
above the levels achievable with low-noise amplifiers. At 
the output of a high-gain amplifier, the error will appear as 
low frequency noise or short-term input offset error. 

In signal op amp packages, much of the heat is conducted 
away through the leads. The resultant thermal gradient 
between the package and the printed circuit can be a major 
source of error. Air currents cool one lead more than an
other, resulting in mismatched thermal gradients. Operating 
the op amp on ±SV supplies (reduced from ±15V supplies) 
decreases quiescent power dissipation and associated tem
perature rise by three-to-one, providing a commensurate 
reduction in thermally induced errors. 

PERFORMANCE OF 
BOOSTED IA vs STANDARD IA 

A performance comparison between the standard IA and the 
boosted IA in Figure 2 is shown in Figure 5. Amplifiers used 
for A, and ~ are OPA177; A, is an INA106 gain-of-IO 
difference amplifier; and A

4 
to A, are an OPA404 quad op 

BURA•BROWN• 
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Input signal is ±2.5V, 2kHz. Oulput shows approximately 56dB CMR. 

FIGURE SB. Common-Mode Input and Output of Standard 
Gain::: lOOOV NIA Using L TC 1050 Chopper 
Stabilized Op Amp. 

Input Gignal ls±2.6V, 2kHz. Output shows lmprovomont ovor etandard 
IA lo approxlmatoly 82dB CMR. 

FIGURE SC. Common-Mode Input and Output of Boosted 
Gain= lOOOV N IA Using LTC1050 Chopper 
Stabilized Op Amp. 

amp in the boosted circuit Overall gain of the IA is set at 
lOOOVN. The OPA177 is an improved version of the 
industry standardOP07. ltoffers 10µ.V max V 05 and0.lµV/ 
°C max V 0 .jcff. The OPA404 is used for speed and bias 
current The FET inputs of the OPA404 do not add loading 
at the input of the IA. The speed is high as compared to the 
OPA177 giving a good improvement of CMR vs Frequency. 
The CMR plots were made using an HP4 l 94A gain-phase 
analyzer with an input signal to the IA of +9dBm. As you 
can see, CMR vs Frequency is boosted dramatically. At 
2kHz, for example, the CMR of the standard IA is = 80dB 
while the CMR of the boosted IA is more than 120dB
more than a l 00-to- l improvement! 
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Ga!n-of-10 
Difference Ampl!l!er 

I INA106 " 

2: R, ~ 

Rm, 
Skn 

: 10kn 100kn , ______________ .J 

Vpo-----t 

Ro 
10kn 

3.3V 
1N4684 

3.3V 
1N4884 

Rs 
10kn 

NOTE: You can derive the common-mode drive signal for 
the subregulated supplies from the outputs of the Input 
ampl!llers, but II can create problems such as latch-up, 
Instability, and reduced perfonnance. 

FIGURE 6. Boosted Electrometer Instrumentation Amplifier. 

Another dramatic comparison is shown in the scope photos of 
the same IAs using L TC 1050 chopper stabilized op amps for 
A

1 
and A

2
• When V0 /dT is critical, choppe.r stabilized op 

amps may be the best choice-they offer 5µV max Vos over 
temperature. As you can see, with a ±2.5V, 2kHz input signal, 
CMR is limited to =56dB by chopper noise. With the boosted 
circuit, CMR is a respectable =82dB. 

The limit for CMR performance in the boosted IA is the 
difference amplifier. The more gain added ahead of the differ
ence amplifier, the better the potential for improvement. For 
example, with a gain of lOOVN ahead of the difference 
amplifier an improvement in CMR of 40dB is possible. The 

+15V 

l 100iJA 
f ½REF200 

80.Gkn 

' Ro 

80.6kn 

<; 0.01µF 

l 100µA 
f ½REF200 

-15V 

VCM+SV 
to+V8 of 
A,&~ 

actual performance boost . will depend on matching and 
parasitics in the devices selected. 

Of course·, CMR vs Frequency depends on the dynamic 
performance of all amplifiers. Improvement in dynamic CMR 
will be most dramatic when the speed of the amplifiers used 
for A4 to A7 is much higher than the speed of A1 and A1• 

HIGH-VOLTAGE IA 

High voltage IAs can also be easily implemented using the 
boosted IA configuration. Standard precision signal level op 
amps can be used for the input amplifiers while the HV chores 
are taken care of by the other (less critical) op amps. 
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The simple modifications to the Figure 3 circuit are shown 
in Figure 4. OPA445 op amps are used for A6 and A, and for 
the difference .amplifier, ~- To boost the voltage rating of 
the current sources used in the subregulated supplies, two 
REF200 current source sections are placed in series. If I% 
resistors are used for difference resistors ~.;R,, a pot may be 
required to adjust CMR as shown. The resulting IA will 
provide outstanding perfonnance on power supplies up to 
±45V. 

BOOSTED ELECTROMETER IA 
Electrometer amps depend on the lowest possible input bias 
current Connecting the input drive circuitry to the IA inputs 
as shown in Figure 2 may result in too much bias current. In 
this case you may want to take the common-mode drive signal 
from the outputs of the input stage as shown in Figure 6. 

Talcing the common-mode drive from the outputs of the 
input stage may seem like a good idea, but it creates 
problems-latch-up, instability, and reduce_d performance. 

Driving the supplies of the input amplifiers from their 
outputs can cause latch-up. Many amplifiers exhibit input 
phase anomalies when their inputs are overloaded or 
overdirven relative to their power supplies. Unless precau
tions are taken when deriving the power supplies from the 
amplifier outputs, these anomalies will result in latch-up 
conditions. The back-to-back 3.3V zener diodes connected 
to the common-mode node (where R5 and R6 connect) 
prevents latch-up by keeping the common-mode drive point 
within 4V of ground. Also, the common-mode driven sup
plies are increased from SV to 8V. In combination, this keeps 
4V minimum on the power supplies of the input amps elimi
nating the latch-up condition when using the op amps shown. 

The disadvantage of the clamp circuitry is reduced common
mode input range. The input common-mode range is limited 
to the clamp voltage of approximately 4V. 

Driving the supplies of the input amplifiers from their 
outputs can also cause insatiably. Driving an op amp's 

-160 

-150 

-140 

-130 

iii -120 
:!!. 
cc -110 
:I 
o -100 

-90 

-80 

-70 

-80 
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10 

l'lltda 
....... Booated IA 

~ 
i---.... Eledrometat IA- -......i---.. ~ 

.r--...... '~ 
r r-...... 

Standard IA ...... _t--

Ill 
Ill 
100 1k 10k 
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NOTE: Tho boosted olectromotat IA clrcu!1 adds CMR boost, bu1 tho 
boost staltl to fall off beyond about 1kHz. 

FIGURE 7. CMR vs Frequency Comparison between 
Standard Three Op Amp IA, Boosted IA, and 
Boosted Electrometer IA. 
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power supply pins from the op amp output can cancel the op 
amp phase compensation and cause the op amp to oscillate. 
Driving the input op amps power supplies through the two-to
one R

5
• R

6 
divider does not completely cancel the compensa

tion, but it does reduce amplifier phase margin significantly. 
Phase shift through A6 arid A, further reduces phase margin. 

You might think that significantly reduced phase margin would 
be acceptable if the input amplifiers are used in high gain. But 
high gain in the differential input/output amplifier depends on 
virtual grounds at both ends of Ra· At the unity gain frequency 
of the op amp, where instability occws, loop gain disappears and 
the op amps no longer approximate the ideal. At best, the op 
amps operate in a noise gain of two-the op amps must be stable 
in a gain of two. That's why you can get in trouble trying to use 
decompensated op amps in the front-end of an IA. 

Using the faster OPA2107 for A6 and A, along with the 
OPA128 electrometer op amp for A1 and~ results in good 
stability. The improvement' of CMR is shown in the CMR vs 
Frequency plot, Figure 7. The plot compares a standard IA 
(using theOPA128 and an INA106) to the Figure 2and Figure 
6 boosted IA circuits. The boosted circuits give a 30dB (better 
than 30/1) improvement in CMR up to about lkHz. Beyond 
1 kHz, the CMR vs Frequency of the Figure 6 circuit begins to 
fall-off. At IOkHz, the Figure 6 circuit only offers about a six
to-one improvement. 

LAYOUT 
To get the best perfonnance from the boosted IA, use a good 
printed circuit layout. For best CMR, keep the signal-path 
circuitry symmetrical. A printed cimnt layout of the complete 
boosted IA circuit, Figure 2, is shown in Figure 8. It produced 
the excellent results shown in this bulletin. Notice that good 
signal-path symmetry is achieved even though a single-sided 
layout is used. 

BGStporformancodoponclsansignal•palhsymmetry. Notlcothatoxcellent 
symmolry can be maintained oven with slngkHlded board layout. Exira 
pads at RFB aaow araddng of foodback capacitors. 

FIGURE 8. Printed Circuit Layout of Figure 2 Boosted IA. 
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INPUT FILTERING THE INA117 ±200V DIFFERENCE AMPLIFIER 
By R. Mark Stitt (602) 746-7445 

Many customers have asked how to add input filtering to the 
INAl 17. Since the INAl 17 is rated for±200V input voltage 
(±500V without damage), it is commonly used in environ
ments with very high input noise or with high-voltage input 
transients. This bulletin shows how to connect input filters, 
discusses the errors they can add, and shows how to elimi
nate the errors. 

Figure I shows the connection of a differential input filter. 
A pole is formed by C1 and the two external input resistors. 
f_3118 = 1/(4 • 1t • R1 • C1). Differential input filtering is pre
ferred because mismatches in filter components do not 
degrade CMR. 

DON'T USE COMMON-MODE 
INPUT FILTERS ALONE 
Don't be tempted to use common-mode input filtering alone 
(Figure 2) unless you are prepared to carefully match com
ponents. Mismatches between the R1 • C2 time constants 
reduce AC CMR. The mismatches result in a differential 
input signal in response to AC common-mode inputs. Even 
if you successfully match the components for good AC 
CMR at room temperature, maintaining the match over 
temperature can be a problem. 

A COMBINATION COMMON-MODE 
AND DIFFERENTIAL INPUT FILTER IS OK 
If you want common-mode input filtering, use it in conjunc
tion with differential input filtering as shown in Figure 3. If 

INA117 

-:-

A differential pole Is formed at: 
'-3c!e = 1/(4 •1t•R1•C1) 

AC CMR Is not degraded by a d!lferenllal Input filter. 

FIGURE I. INAI 17 with Differential Input Filter. 
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Don'I use this common-mode Input litter alone. AC CMR will be de• 
graded by mismatches In the filter time constants. 

FIGURE 2. INAI 17 with Common-Mode Input Filter. 

6 

II C1 » C:!, AC common-mode errors due to R1 • C:! mismatches will be 
shunted by C1, improving AC CMR. 

FIGURE 3. INA! 17 with a Combination Differential and 
Common-Mode Input Filter. 

C1 >> Ci, AC ·common-mode errors will be shunted by C1 
so AC CMR can be successfully boosted. A value of 
C1 = 500 • C2 is suggested. 

Figure 4 shows actual CMR vs Frequency performance plots 
for the Figure 2 and Figure 3 circuits. Standard INA117 
performance is shown for comparison. The standard INA 117 
has about 60dB CMR at 30kHz. Mismatches of 5% in R • C 
time constants (5% C2 mismatch) cause the Figure 2 circuit 
CMR to drop below 60dB at less than 200Hz. Adding a 

BURR•BROWN• 
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FIGURE 4. CMR vs Frequency Plots for Figure 2 and 3 
Circuits with Standard INA 117 for Comparison. 

4.7µ.F differential input filter capacitor shunts out common
mode filter errors producing greater than 70dB CMR to 
lOOkHz as shown in the plot of Figure 3's performance. 

INPUT RESISTORS CAN REDUCE DC CMR 
Notice that the DC CMR of the Figure 3 circuit is reduced 
from =92dB to =82dB. The CMR reduction is due to 
mismatches from input filter resistors, R1• 

CMR in the INA 117 depends on close resistor ratio match
ing. For errors in R1 and R3: 

CMR = -20 Log(%/105) 

Where: 
CMR = CMR for errors in R1 or R3 [dB] 
% = the error in R1 or R3 [%] 

The number, 105, in the denominator comes from Ra, R3 

sensitivity equations. 
CMR 

sR,.R3 = ±R,l<R, + R,4) 

For example, % = 0.002% is required for the typical 94dB 
INA117 CMR. 

Even though the 2kQ input resistors are relatively small 
compared to the 380k!l input resistors in the INAl17, mis
matches will reduce CMR. Even if perfectly matched external 
input resistors are used there can still be problems with CMR. 

Although some resistor ratios in the INA117 are carefully 
matched to achieve good CMR, the R1/R3 ratio is not. A 
typical mismatch of I% can be expected. The effect is to add 
an effective 1 % mismatch to external resistors. The follow
ing worst-case CMR can be expected: 

CMR = -20 Log((ERROR1 + ERRORz)/105) 

Where: 
ERROR,= Error due R1, R1, and R3 mismatches[%) 
ERROR, = R1 • (T OL + I )/(R1 + 3.8 • I OS) 
R1 = DC resistance of external filter resistor, R1, (Q) 
ToL = Tolerance of R1 [%), i.e. 1.0 for 1% 
ERROR2 = Initial INAI 17 error [%]-See Table I 
BURR-BROWN• 
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CMRm ERROR2 

INA117 GRADE (dB) (%) 

INA117BMtyp 94 . 0.002 
INA117BM min 86 0.005 
INA117KP min 70 0.033 

TABLE I. Initial INA117 CMR Values. 

R1 ERROR1 ERROR2 CMR 
(0) (%) (~} (dB) 

1k 0.005 0.005 80 
2k 0.010 0.005 76 

5k 0.026 0.005 71 
10k 0.051 0.005 65 

TABLE IL Examples of Worst-Case CMR to be Expected 
(INA117BM and selected 1% R1s). 

Also, 
105 

ERROR2 = lO(CMRm/20) 

CMR111 = Initial INA117 CMR [dB] 

See Tables I and II for examples. 

CMRTRIM 
If you want to use IOk!l input resistors and must be assured 
of good DC CMR, you can use the trim circuit shown in 
Figure 5. Resistor TCR mismatches can limit difference 
amplifier performance over temperature. Use high quality 
film resistors and keep R1 ~ IOkQ for good performance 
over temperature. 

FIGURE 5. INA! 17 with Differential Input Filter and CMR 
Trim. 
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ADDED INPUT RESISTORS CAUSE GAIN ERROR 
Adding input resistors to the INAI 17 causes gain error. 
When all resistor ratios are properly adjusted for good CMR, 
INAI 17 gain is R2/R1• When input filter resistors are added, 
gain is reduced to R2'(R1 + R1). With Ri = lOkn, gain is 
=0.974 VN {approximately -2.6% gain error). Since gain 
does not depend on R3, Re, or Rs, the gain error can not be 
corrected by adding resistance in series with any pin. 

CORRECTING GAIN ERROR 
To correct for the gain error introduced by the input filter 
resistors, you can add a small amount of positive feedback 
as shown in Figure 6. Resistors R.A, Ree, and RsA must be 
selected to maintain CMR and to give the proper positive 
feedback to correct for gain error. 

The following procedure is suggested: 

Set j RcA = IOOI 
This is an arbitrary but adequate value for RcA• It is the 
smallest standard 1 % value. With this small value, even a 
5% ratio matching error between RcA and RsA would only 
degrade INA117 CMR to 82.SdB. In practice, ratio errors 
will be lower than this when closest standard 1 % resistors 
are used. 

Calculate Ree and RsA and use closest standard I% resistor 
value. 

Re 18 » _ 19 • R2 • R.A e"' •• , ... A+ R1 

With R1 < lOkn and RcA = 100 this is an adequate ap
proximation for all practical purposes. 

6 

V3 

FIGURE 6. INAl 17 with Differential Input Ftlter and Posi
tive Feedback Circuit to Compensate for Gain 
Error Due to R1. 
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If R2 = 380k.Q, R1 = lOk.Q, and RcA = 100: 

Ree= 180 + 
72

~
0 I= 7.4kO j, use 7.32k.Q 

361 • R2 • R.tA • R.&e 
RsA = 324(R2 • RcA> + 324(R2 • Ree) - 342(RcA • Ree) 

With R2 = 380k.Q and RcA = 100: 

R 3.61 • Rce 
SA"" 3.24 + 0.323991 • Ree 

With Rte= 7.4k0, ! RsA = 11.1301, use 110. 

FINE-TRIM FOR ZERO GAIN ERROR 
You must trim to get zero gain error. The resistors in the 
INA 117 are accurately ratio trimmed to give excellent CMR 
and gain accuracy, but their absolute values are only accu
rate to within about ±20%. With the values calculated above, 
gain error will be reduced from approximately -2.6% to 
about ±0.5%. 

For lower gain error use the gain-trim circuit shown in 
Figure 7. The circuit is the same as in Figure 6 except, Ree 
is replaced with a Sk.Q fixed resistor and a 5k.Q pot 

To trim for zero gain error, ground the INAl 17 inputs {OV 
input) and measure the offset voltage, V 01-rt at the output. 
Apply a known input voltage, VREF, (e.g. 10.0V) to the 
INA117 noninverting input Measure VREF so you know its 
precise value. Adjust the 5k0 pot for the correct INAl 17 
output voltage: Vour = V REF + V OFF• 

V3 

FIGURE 7. INAl 17 with Differential Input Filter and Gain 
Trim Circuit 
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FIGURE 8. INA 117 with Differential Input Filter and Both 
Gain Trim and CMR Trim Circuits. 

You can automate the trim process by using an amplifier 
with a known gain of lVN. The Burr-Brown INAlOSBM 
difference amplifier with gain error= ±0.01 % max is a good 
choice. Instead of using a voltage reference, drive lhe input 
of the INA117 with a ±SV, lOHz sine or triangle wave (see 
AN-165, Fig. 46 for a suitable triangle generator circuit). 
Connett one input of the INAlOS to the driven INA117 
inpuL Connect the other input of the INA105 to the INAl 17 
outpuL Adjust the Sk!l gain trim pot for zero AC at the 
INA105 outpuL Using the AC technique allows you to 
distinguish between offset and gain error. 

If you want to adjust both gain and CMR, use the circuit 
shown in Figure 8. 

The lnfcnnatlon provldod horaln la believed to be roliable; however, BURR-BROWN aaaumoa no reaponslbililyfor lnaccu,acic,o oromlasiona. BURR-BROWN aasumoa 
no responsibility for tho uso of this information, and aD use of such lnfonnallon shall be onUroly at tho user's own rlalc. Prlcoa and specifications am subject to chango 
without notice. No patonl rights or licenses to any of tho circuits doucrlbod horeln are lmpllod or grantod to any third palty. BURR-BROWN doos not authorize or warrant 
any BURR•BROWN product for use in lifo suppolt devices and/or oystoma. 
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IC BUILDING BLOCKS FORM COMPLETE 
ISOLATED 4-20mA CURRENT-LOOP SYSTEMS 

By R. Mark Stitt and David Kunst (602) 746-7445 

Current loops have become the standard for signal transmis
sion in the process control industry. Current loops are 
insensitive to noise and are immune to errors from line 
impedance. Adding isolation to the 4-20mA current loop 
protects system electronics from electrical noise and tran
sients. It also allows transducers to be electrically separated 
by hundreds of volts. Burr-Brown now offers all of the 
integrated circuit building blocks needed to assemble com
plete isolated 4-20mA current-loop systems. The product 
line includes two-wire transmitters, two-wire receivers, low 
cost isolation amplifiers, and low cost isolation power sup
plies. Three two-wire transmitters are available: one is 
general purpose, one designed for use with RTD tempera
ture sensors, and one designed for use with bridge circuits. 

THE BASIC ISOLATED 4-20mA 
TWO-WIRE SYSTEM 
Figure I shows a typical isolated 4-20mA system. An 
XTRI0I converts a position sensor output into a two-wire 
4-20mA current-loop signal. An ISO122 low-cost isolation 
amplifier isolates the 0-SV signal. Power (±15V for the 
RCV420, 30V for the current loop) is supplied by the 
HPR 117 low-cost DC/DC converter. 

In this example, a Penny & Giles Model HLP 190 50mm 
linear potentiometer is used as the position transducer. One 
of the l mA current sources in the XTR 101 is used to bias the 
transducer. A 21<0 fixed resistor in parallel with the 2kn 
potentiometer sets its output range to 0-1 V. The 2.51<0 
resistor sets a 5V common-mode input level to bias the 
XTRIOl instrumentation amplifier input into its linear re
gion. 

With the span-setting resistor connections open, the XTR 10 I 
current-loop output is: 

I0 = 4mA + V1N/62.5O 

Where: 
I0 = current loop output (A) 
V1N = Differential IA input voltage between 

pins 3 and 4 (V) 

The XTRlOl directly converts the 0-lV position sensor 
output into a 4-20mA current loop output. The isolated 
voltage output from the ISO122 is 0-5V for 0-50mm dis
placement. 

Other, more specialized two-wire transmitters are also avail
able. See the brief summary at right of available building 
blocks. 

78 AB-032A 

HPR117 LOW-COST ISOLATED DC/DC CONVERTER 
Provides ±l5V, 30mA isolated output power with 15V 
input. Key specifications are: 

±Votrr = v,N, ±5% 
(V1N= 13.5V to 16.5V, fotrr= 25mA) 

l0 trr = 30mA continuous at 70°C. 
8mA quiescent current, no load; 80% efficiency, full load 
750VDC isolation rating 

ISO122 LOW-COST PRECISION ISOLATION AMPLIFIER 
Precision analog isolation amplifier in a standard 16-pin 
plastic DIP. Key specifications are: 

Unity gain (±I0V in to ±IOV out), ±0.05% 
0.02% max nonlinearity 
5mA quiescent current 
140dB isolation mode rejection al 60Hz 
1500Vnns continuous isolation rating (100% tested) 

RCV420 
Self-contained 4-20mA receiver. Conditions and offsets 
4-20mA input signals to give a precision 0-5V output 
Contains precision voltage reference, 750 precision sense 
resistor and ±40V common-mode input range difference 
amplifier. The RCV420 has a total combined span and zero 
error of less than 0.1 %-adjustable to zero. 

XTR101 
General purpose two-wire 4-20mA current-loop transmitter. 
This transmitter has an instrumentation amplifier input and 
two I mA current sources for transducer excitation and 
offsetting. 

XTR103 
Two-wire RTD 4-20mA current-loop transmitter with 9V 
compliance. Similar to XTRIOI, but with internal lineariza
tion circuitry for direct interface to RTDs (Resistance Tem
perature Detectors). The XTR l03, along with an RTD, 
fonns a precision temperature 10 4-20mA current-loop trans
miuer. Along with an RTD, the XTR I 03 can achieve better 
than 0.1 % span linearity over a -200°C to +850°C tempera
ture span. 

XTR104 
Two-wire bridge 4-20mA current-loop transmitter with 9V 
compliance. Similar to XTRIOI, but with shunt regulator 
and linearization circuitry for direct interface to resistor 
transducer bridges. The XTRI04 can provide better than 
0.1 % span linearity from bridges with uncorrected linearity 
in excess of 2%. 

BURR-BROWN• 
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NOTE: Position sensor Is Model HLP 190 
50mm avallablo from Penny & Glloa Controls, 
Inc., 35 Roynolds St., Attleboro, MA 02703, 
(508)226-3008. . 

FIGURE 1. Four IC Packages and Transducer Form Complete Isolated 4-20mA Current-Loop System. 

THERMISTOR-BASED 
TEMPERATURE MEASUREMENT 
The most often measured physical parameter i~ temperature. 
Of the many commonly used temperature measurement 
transducers, the thermistor is the least expensive. Both 
positive and negative temperature coefficient types are avail
able in all sorts of packages. Due to their high temperature 
coefficients, negative temperature coefficient types are the 
most common and widely used types. Thermistors are useful 
for temperature measurement from -55°C up to 300°C. 

10 
1mA 

11 
1mA 

0.011,1F 

Figure 2 shows the circuit for a thermistor-based two-wire 4-
20mA current-loop temperature measurement system. A 
bridge is formed with a thermistor, Rri, and a 5kQ variable 
resistor. The bridge is excited by the two lmA current 
sources in the XTR101. The 5kQ variable resistor is used to 
set the temperature-range zero for 4mA current loop output. 
The XTRlOl span setting resistor, Rs, sets the span to get 
20mA current-loop output at full-scale. XTRlOl current
loop output is: 

XTR101 

lo= 4mA + VJN(l + 25000/Rs)/62.SQ 

-4•20mAOut 

V+ 

ZeroAdjusl 

FIGURE 2. Basic Thermistor-Based Two-wire Temperature Measurement Using XTR101. 
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Where: 
Io= Current loop output (A) 
VIN= Differential IA input voltage between pins 3 and 4 

(V) 
Rs= Span-setting resistor (0) 

Keep in mind that the maximum differential input range for 
the XTRlOl is lV. 

Since the thermistor is a powered sensor, self heating can be 
a problem For example, with a thennistor voltage of 5V, 
power dissipation is 5V • lmA = SmW. If a bead-in-glass 
type thennistor with a thermal resistance of 600°C/W is 
used. self-heating can increase the thermistor temperature by 
3°C. To minimize this error, use a thermistor in a low 
thermal resistance package or lower the thermal resistance 
by heat sinking the thennistor to a thermal mass residing at 
the temperature to be measured. For example, if air tempera
ture in an enclosure is to be measured, attach the thermistor 
to the package instead of mounting it in free air. 

THERMISTOR-BASED LIQUID LEVEL INDICATOR 
Due to high nonlinearities, thermistors can only be used for 
accurate temperature measurement over relatively small 
temperature spans. The high output of thennistors, however 
makes them attractive for other applications. In some appli
cations thermistor self-heating can be used to advantage. 
Consider, for example, the liquid level indicator shown in 
Figures 3A and 3B. A bridge is formed by a pair of matched 
thermistors. The bridge is excited by the 1 mA current 
sources in the XTR101. When both thennistors are sub
merged in liquid as shown in Figure 3A, the thennistors are 

80 

at the same temperature-heat-sinked by the liquid. The 
potentiometer, R3, is used to correct for component toler
ances and zero the bridge for 4mA current-loop output 

When the liquid level falls below thennistor RT1 as shown in 
Figure 3B, the temperature of RTI increases due to self
heating. The resulting bridge imbalance is measured by the 
XTR. Span-setting resistor, Rs, is selected to give lOmA 
output under low liquid level conditions. There is no simple 
rule for selecting Rs. Its value depends on thermistor selec
tion and liquid properties and conditions. 

When compared to level detectors using floats and moving 
parts, a thermistor-based liquid level indicator can have 
much better reliability. 

GAS FLOW MEASUREMENT 
USING THERMISTORS 
The liquid level indicator uses thennistor self-heating for a 
two-state high/low measurement The gas flow measure
ment system shown in Figure 3C gives a quantitative flow 

· rate measurement 

As in the previous example, a matched thermistor bridge is 
biased by the two lmA current sources in the XTRlOl. 9De 
thermistor is positioned in the air flow stream. The other 
thermistor resides in still air-baffled from the air stream. 
The thermal resistance of the thennistor is proportional to 
the air flow rate. Potentiometer, ~. is used to balance the 
bridge for 4mA out at zero flow rate. Span setting resistor, 
Rs, is selected to give a full-scale 20mA output at maximum 
flow rate. The value of Rs depends on thermistor character-
istics and gas flow dynamics. · 
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10 

11 

3 

0.01pF 

1mA 

1mA 

XTR101 

NOTE: Whon liquid covero both lhormlators, the bridgo lo in balanCG 
and OUlpul la 4mA. 

FIGURE 3A. Thermistor-Based Two-wire Liquid Level Detector Using XTR101. 

10 
1mA 

11 
1mA 

3 

0.011,1F 

XTR101 

8 
V+ 

-10mAOut 

NOTE: Whan llquld level falls bolow thormlstor An; Its lomporaturo 
lncroa1188, fmbalanclng tho bridging and producing a 10mA 
output. 

FIGURE 3B. Thermistor-Based Two-wire Liquid Level Detector Using XTRlOl. 
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XTR101 

10 
1mA 

11 
1mA 

3 

6 

o.0111F Rs 

6 

4 

(----------' 
FIGURE 3C. Thermistor-Based Air Flow Rate Measurement Using XTRlOl. 

Many systems today use resistance wire instead of ther
mistors for gas flow rate measurement. These are sometimes 
called hot-wire anemometers. and can have faster response 
due to lower (thermal mass)/(heat transfer) ratio. 

DIODE-BASED TEMPERATURE MEASUREMENT 
Cousin to the thermistor is the semiconductor diode tem
perature transducer. Regular silicon diodes. biased with 
constant current. have a forward voltage of about 0.6V with 
a temperature coefficient of about -2mVf'C. The usable 
upper temperature range for silicon semiconductors is about 
l 25°C. Some high-temperature types are useful up to 200°C. 
In the future. novel semiconductor types such as silicon 
carbide and diamond promise to raise the upper usable 
temperature range of semiconductors into the 300°C to 
600°C range. For now. thermocouples and RTDs can be 
used for higher temperature measurements. 

Consider semiconductors for measurement of very low tem
peratures. Specialized silicon diodes can be used at very low 
temperatures. For example. the LakeShore Cryotronics. Inc .• 
DT-470 series silicon diode cryogenic temperature sensor 
can be used to measure temperatures near absolute zero
from l.4K to 415K. 
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Figure 4 shows a cryogenic temperature measurement cir
cuit using a silicon diode temperature sensor. The sensor 
requires an accurate I OµA current source for excitation. One 
of the current sources from the XTRlOl is scaled by a 
precision mirror to supply the 1 OµA excitation current 

To convert a lmA current-source output into a precise lOµA 
for sensor excitation. a precision current mirror is formed 
with R2• R3• and A1• The lmA current source is connected 
to R2 and the inverting input of the op amp. The op amp 
drives its inputs to the same voltage through R3• The result 
is a precision 0.1 V across both R2 and R3• The output current 
at the noninverting input is 1 mA • R2/R3 = 1 OµA. With the 
amplifier specified. op amp bias currents add negligible 
error. 

The other lmA current source in the XTRlOl supplies both 
a precision zero-set voltage and power for the op amp. The 
current source is connected to a 5.1 V uner through R1• The 
current through R1 is precisely lmA - 10µ.A. Zero-set 
voltage is R1 • 990µ.A. The 5.lV zener sets the supply 
voltage of the op amp. The 249kn resistor in series with the 
temperature sensor diode forces the op amp to operate in its 
linear common-mode and output ranges. 
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10 

11 

R, 
2kQ 
Zero 
Adj 3 

5 

Rs 

(2) (1) 
6 

R• 
4 

249kQ 

5.1V 0.011,1F 

1N4689 

XTR101 

1mA 

1mA 8 v~ 

-- IOUT 
4•20mAOut 

NOTES: 
1) Select opan-oott!ng resistor for doG!rod output 

rango-ooo text. 
2) Cryogenic sllicon diode temperaluro oensor. 

LakeShoro Cryolronics, Inc., 64 Walnul St .• 
Wostvil!o, Ohio 43081, (614)891•2243. 

FIGURE 4. Silicon-Diode-Based Cryogenic Temperature Measurement System Using XTRlOl. 

OTHER SILICON TEMPERATURE SENSORS 
Although diodes are common in temperature measurement 
applications, their accuracy is limited The temperature co
efficient of a silicon diode has a nonlinearity of about 1 % 
over a 0-100°C temperature span. Also, the stability of the 
forward voltage with time is limited. 

Better accuracy can be obtained from silicon diodes by 
measuring the difference in forward voltage drops between 
diodes operating at different current densities. This voltage 
has a positive temperature coefficient proportional to abso
lute temperature. If the diodes have low bulk resistance and 
are well-matched, temperature coefficient linearity of better 
than 0.01 % is possible. 

THERMOCOUPLE-BASED 
. TEMPERATURE MEASUREMENT 

In the United States, the most commonly used precision 
temperature sensor is the thermocouple. Depending on the 
type, wire size, and construction, thermocouples can be used 
to measure temperatures from about -250°C up to l 700°C. 

When designing thermocouple-based measurement systems, 
it is · helpful to understand how thermocouples work. A 
common misconception is that temperature somehow cre
ates an EMF in the thermocouple junction. 

Thermocouples are based on the Thomson effect, which 
states that, in a single conductor, a voltage difference will 
exist between two points that are at different temperatures. 
The voltage difference is proportional to the temperature 
differential, and its magnitude and direction depends on the 
conductor material. 

A thermocouple is formed when a pair of dissimilar conduc
tors are connected at one end. If a temperature difference 
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exists along the length, between the two ends of the thermo
couple, a voltage output proportional to the temperature 
difference is generated. This phenomenon is known as the 
Seebeck eff ecL The measure of the Seebeck effect is known 
as the Seebeck coefficient Seebeck coefficients for common 
thermocouple types range from about 6µVl°C to 60µVl°C. 

A thermocouple responds to the temperature difference 
between its output and the temperature measuring point 
where the thermocouple wires are joined To determine the 
temperature at the measuring point you must know the 
temperature at the thermocouple outpuL One way to do this 
is to keep the output in an ice bath at ere. Thermocouple 
calibration tables were derived this way, and, following 
tradition, the thermocouple output junctions have come to be 
known as tire cold junction. In reality, the measurement 
junction may be colder . 

In most modem thermocouple-based temperature measure
ment systems, the thermocouple output end simply resides at 
the ambient temperature. To compensate for variations in 
ambient temperature, a temperature-dependent voltage is 
summed with the thermocouple outpuL This method is 
known as cold-junction compensation. 

A thermocouple-based 4-20mA temperature measurement 
system with cold-junction compensation is shown in Figure 
5. In this application, a type J thermocouple is combined 
with an XTRlOI to give a 4-20mA output for a 0-IOOO°C 
temperature change. One of the 1 mA current sources in the 
XTR IO 1 biases a silicon diode used as a temperature trans
ducer for cold-junction compensation. For good accuracy. 
the thermocouple output junctions and the diode must be 
maintained at the same temperature. The diode has a for
ward-voltage temperature dependance of about -2mVl°C. 
The R1, R2 resistor divider attenuates the temperature depen-
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dence to match the thermocouple Seebeck coefficient The 
other lmA current source is connected to R3 for zero 
adjustment The 2.51.c.Q resistor establishes a 5V bias to keep 
the XTRlOl IA in its linear range. Adjust R3 for 4mA out 
with the thermocouple measurement end at OOC. The span
setting resistor is chosen to give a 4-20mA output for the 
58mV/1000°C thermocouple output Nominal component 
values and Seebeck coefficients for recommended thermo
couples are shown in the table in Figure 5 below. · 

RTD-BASED TEMPERATURE MEASUREMENT 
The highest performance temperature measurerrent trans
ducer in common use is the platinum resistance temperature 
detector (RTD). RTDs can be used to accurately measure 
temperatures from -200°C to 850°C. As with other tempera
ture transducers. best performance requires correction for 
nonlinearities. The XTR103 is a special purpose 4-20mA 
current-loop transmitter with built-in circuitry for RTD lin
earization. 

To understand how the linearization circuitry works. con
sider how an RTD works. In the range from OOC to 850°C, 
the temperature/resistance relationship of a Pt-type RTD is: 

RTD = Ro • (1 + A • T + B • T2) 

Where: 
RTD = DC resistance value of RTD (0) 

at temperature T (°C) 
Ro= Value of RTD at 0°C (0) 

10 
1mA 

11 

1mA 

Rs 
(1) 

R, Ra 
200 510 

~ Zoro 
Adjust 

2.6k0 

0,0111F 

XTR101 

NOTE: (1) For 4-2omA wlh 0-1000"C, Rs= 153.90, nominal~= 16.30. 

,~ 
A 

/ 
/1 I 

ldoa17 L-j-Error-

/ ' ---/ --/ ~-~Actual 
/ ~ 

/~ 
// 

✓-
A ,. ,, 

I/ 

0 200 400 600 800 1000 

Temperature (°C) 

FIGURE 6. RTD Output Voltage vs Temperature. 

Ro = 1000 for Ptl 00 = 2000 for Pt200 
A = Detector constant = 3.908 I0-3 (°C-1) (for PtlOO) 
B = Detector constant = -5.802 10-7 (°C-2) (for PtlOO) 

The second-order term. B • T2. in the temperature/resistance 
relationship causes a nonlinearity in the response of ... 3.6% 
for a 0°C to 8500C temperature change. Figure 6 shows a 
plot pf the voltage across an RTD with constant current 
excitation. The nonlinearity is exaggerated to show its char
acteristic" shape. Increasing the current through the RTD by 
an appropriate amount as temperature increases will 
"straighten out" the curve and reduce the nonlinearity. 

V+ 

--- lour 
4•20mAOut 

SEEBECK 
ISA THERMO- COEFFICIENT R, Ra R, 
COUPLE TYPE MATERIAL AT O"C (JIVl'C) (0) (0) (0) 

E Chromol 58.5 2k 60.3 19.0 
Cons1antan 

J Iron 50.2 2k 51.5 16.3 
Constantan 

K Chromol 39.4 2k 40.2 12.8 
Alumol 

T Coppor 38.0 2k 38.7 12.3 
Constantan 

FIGURE 5. Thermocouple-Based Two-wire Temperature Measurement Using XTRlOl. 
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RTO 
Pt100 

12 0.8-1mA 

13 0.8-1mA 

Rz 
109.70 

XTR103 

RcM 
1.SkO 

0.0t1,1F 

11 

14 

7 

NOTE: RsPAN-f\m, and Rz am for 4-20mA ou1 with 
Pt100-lypo RTO and 25-C to 150-C tomporaturo 
apan (aeo PDS-1066), 

AGURE 7. RTD-Based Two-wire Temperature Measurement Using XTR103. 

An RTD measurement circuit using the XTR103 is shown in 
Figure 7. The XTR103 is similar to the XTRlOI, but 
contains two instrumentation amplifiers-one in the main 
current control loop, one for linearization. 

As with the thermistor-based system, a bridge is formed with 
an RTD and a fixed resistor, Rz. The bridge is excited by the 
two current sources in the XTR103. Rz is selected to set the 
temperature-range zero for 4mA current loop output. The 
span-setting resistor, Ro, sets the IA gain for a 20mA 
current-loop output at full-scale. The 1.27ill resistor biases 
the IA into its linear range. 

The two instrumentation amplifiers are internally connected 
in parallel. The second IA controls the current sources used 
to excite the RTD bridge. Gain of the second IA is set by 
RUN. With RuN open the current sources are fixed at 0.8mA. 
Under control of the second IA, current source output can be 
increased to I .OmA-adequate for -200°C to 8500C linear
ization of both PtlOO and Pt200 type RTDs. Current source 
output is controlled by the IA input signal according to the 
following equation. 

IR = 0.0008 + V IN/(2 • Ri_IN) 

Where: 
IR = Current source output (A) 
VIN = Voltage difference at the input of the IAs (V) 

With the proper RuN, current source output is increased at 
the correct rate to correct RTD nonlinearity. Simple selec
tion procedures for Ri.lN are outlined in the XTR103 product 
data sheet. 

BUAA•m~ I E:l!=L Burr-Brown JC Applications Handbook 

Figure 8 shows the residual nonlinearity for a O to 850°C 
span of both a linearized and an uncorrected RTD. The 
nonlinearity is improved from 3.6% to better than 0.1 %, an 
improvement of better than 30 to 1. Correction of nonlinearity 
for smaller spans is even better. The nonlinearity of a OOC to 
100°C span can theoretically be improved from 0.38% to 
0.001 %. In practice, nonlinearity of better than 0.01 % can be 
expected. 

4 

3.6 

3 

l 2.5 

f 2 

! 1.6 
'i! 
0 z 
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I/ " 

I I 
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~" " \. 

/ \. 
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' ~ 

I ~ I Corrodod-
I I 

-0.5 
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Temporaluro ("C) 

AGURE 8. Nonlinearity vs Temperature Plot Comparing 
Residual Nonlinearity of Corrected and 
Uncorrected RTDs. 
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XTR104 

12 

Eo= 10mV 
AuN for 1 % nonlinearity 

NOTE: RsPAN_for 10mV FS Eo, RUN for 1% bridge nonBnoarily. 

4.5V 
to 

5.5V 
Shunt 

Regulator 

FIGURE 9. Bridge-Based Two-wire Measurement System Using XTR104. 

BRIDGE MEASUREMENT 4-20mA 
CURRENT-LOOP SYSTEMS 
Another common transducer is based on the four-resistor 
(Wheatstone) bridge. Wheatstone bridges are commonly 
used for pressure measurement Bridges are usually intended 
to be biased with a voltage rather than a current source. By 
changing the voltage bias in response to the bridge output, 
bridge nonlinearities can be eliminated. 

The XTR104 is a two-wire 4-20mA current loop transmitter 
designed specifically for use with bridges. It is similar to the 
XTR103 in that it contains two instrumentation amplifiers
one for signal, one for linearization. The difference is the 
addition of a SV shunt regulator. The shunt regulator can be 
adjusted from 4.SV to 5.SV range under control of the 
second IA. The inputs to the second IA are brought out 
separately because, unlike RTD linearization, the correction 

signal may need to be either polarity for bridge linearizaton. 
Simple selection procedures for RuN are outlined in the 
XTR104 product data sheeL 

The complete bridge-based 4-20mA current loop transmitter 
circuit is shown in Figure 9. The XTR104 requires an 
external pass transistor as shown. Using an external pass 
device keeps power dissipation out of the XTR104 and 
improves accuracy. As an option, the XTR103 can use an 
external pass transistor. In either case, a garden variety 
bipolar transistor such as the 2N4922 shown is adequate. 

Notice that, as with the other two-wire transmitters, only 
2mA is available for bridge excitation. This means that, for 
accurate SV regulation, bridge elements can be no less than 
2.75kn unless additional resistance is added in series with 
the bridge. 

Tho information provided heroin Is beliovod to bo rollablo; howovor, BURR-BROWN assumes no responsibility for Inaccuracies or omlnlons. BURR-BROWN aS&Umos 
no responsibility for tho UIIO of this Information, and all use of such information shaD be entirely at tho user's own risk. Prices and spoc!llcatlona aro subjoct to change 
without notice. No patent rights or lloonsos to any of tho circui1s described herein are implied orgrantod to any third party. BURR-BROWN dooG not authorize or warrant 
any BURR-BROWN product for UIIO in fifo support dovicos and/or systems. 
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SINGLE SUPPLY 4·20mA CURRENT LOOP RECEIVER 

By R. Mark Stitt and David Kunst (602) 7-16-7445 

Many industrial current-loop data acquisition systems oper
ate on a 24V or 28V single supply. You can make a single
supply current loop receiver with the RCV420 by using its 
lOV reference as a pseudo ground. The RCV420 will con
ven a 4-20mA loop current into a 0 to SV output voltage 
with no external components required. The current loop can 
be sourcing or sinking and can be referenced to either the 
power-supply V+ or ground. 

The complete circuit for a single-supply current loop re
ceiver is shown in Figure l. In this application, a 4-20mA 
current source referenced to power-supply ground drives the 
receiver. The V- terminal and the Ref Com tenninal of the 
RCV 420 are both tied to power supply ground The lOV 
reference output (Ref Out) becomes a pseudo ground where 
the current loop receiver common pin (Rev Com) is tied. The 
current loop receiver output is now referenced to the l0V 
pseudo ground 

In normal operation, the 4-20mA current loop signal would 
produce a 0-SV output with the RCV420 offset pin (Ref In) 
connected to the + lOV reference. The lOV reference pro
vides a -l .25V offset so 4mA input current will produce 0V 
out In this application, the Ref In pin is connected to power 
supply ground which acts as a -l0V reference-producing 
a + 1.25V offset Now with the inputs connected for an 

2 

CT 

750 

NCU> 3 300kO 100k0 

+In 

V- 4 

invened output signal, the RCV420 output will be Oto -SV 
referenced to the pseudo ground. Since the pseudo ground is 
at lOV, the actual output will be lOV to SV-a signal which 
can drive most floating ground meters. 

For a current loop receiver with a 4-20mA current sink 
referenced to the power-supply V +. use the connection 
shown in Figure 2. 

The circuit can operate on a single supply ranging from 
+lSV to +36V (+44V absolute max). The pseudo ground 
(Ref Out) can source or sink up'to SmA. 

For an isolated single-supply 4-20mA current loop receiver, 
you can connect the circuit to an isolation amplifier as 
shown in Figure 3. In this circuit the ISOl22 is operated 
single-supply using the 1 0.OV pseudo ground. Note that the 
output side of the isolation amplifier still requires dual 
supplies. 

Output from the ISOI22 will be O to -SV. You could 
interchange the input connections to the ISO 122 to get a 0 
to SV output, but power-supply rejection would degrade 
performance. 

The ISOI22 is a low-cost iso amp in a standard plastic DIP. 
For a hennetic isolation amplifier, use the ISOl20. Hook-up 
details are shown in Application Bulletin AB-009. 

RCV420 

Rev 13 Rot 5 
Com Com 

10.0Vto 
5.0V 

Meter 

10.0V 
Pseudo 
Ground 

NOTE: (1) NC = No Connection. 

FIGURE I. 
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FIGURE 3. 
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NC1111 

-In 

3 

+In 

I 4·20mA 
Input from 

750 

+28V 
(15Vto36V) 

V+ 16 

750 

V- 4 

99kQ 
RCV420 

92kQ 

Rev 13 Rof 5 
Com Com 

! Current Loop 
NOTE: (1) NC,. No Connection. 

+28V 
I 4-20mA (15Vto36V) 
I lnputfrom 
I Current Loop 

RCV420 
300kn 99kO 92k0 

-In 

750 

2 

CT 

760 

NC(I) 
3 

300kO 100k0 

+In 

11 

v- 4 Rev 13 Ref 5 
Com Com 

NOTE: (1) NC a NoConnec:clon. -=-

11 
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SINGLE-SUPPLY, LOW-POWER 
MEASUREMENTS OF BRIDGE NETWORKS 

By Bonnie Baker (602) 746-7984 

Bridge sensor measurements often need to be made in 
systems operating on a single 5V power supply. An OPAI013 
dual op amp along with a REF200 current source, makes an 
excellent bridge measurement system which features low 
power single-supply 5V operation and immunity to power 
supply variations. One OPA1013 dual op amp is used as a 
two-op-amp instrumentation amplifier. A second OPA1013 
is used with a REF200 to make two voltage references. One 
voltage reference is used to power the bridge, the other is 
used to offset the instrumentation ~lifier. · 

In Figure I, A1 and A2 (an OPA1013 dual operational 
amplifier) along with one of the current sources from the 
REF200 establishes a 3.4V voltage reference for excitation 
of a pressure transducer bridge. Although the REF200 con-

V+ (4.5V to 36V) 

VREFI 

3.4V 

tains two current sources, the second current source is not 
used, which keeps power consumption low. 

A second OPA1013 (A3, Ai), connected as a two op amp 
instrumentation amplifier, amplifies the differential voltage 
output from the bridge. Gain is easily adjusted with RT. If 
1 % resistors are used for R..-R7, common-mode rejection 
will be better than 80dB for gains greater than 200V N. A 
CMR of 80dB is quite acceptable in this application. 

The instrumentation amplifier's reference connection is made 
to a 0.5V reference at the output of A2• This voltage sets an 
instrumentation amplifier offset so that a zero bridge output 
will result in a 0.5V instrumentation amplifier outpuL The 
value of the offset can be changed by adjusting R3• 

850 

Bridgo 1 
Sensoi(I) I 10k01% 

~ 
R, 0.5V 

5kO 

-:-
+ 

-:-

NOTE: (1) Bridge sensor: SenSym pal1 number BP101. 

FIGURE 1. Single-Supply Bridge Measurement Circuit. 
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For V REP2 = 0.5V, R3 = 5kn. 

For VRFFl = 3.4V, R1 = lk.Q, R2 = 5.8k.Q. 

The required instrumentation amplifier gain can be calcu
lated from its input voltage and the output span. The output 
voltage equation is: 

Your= VIN (2(1 + R/Ry)] + Vour1 

This equation can be rewritten as: 

Your= VIN• GAIN+ V0ur 1 

Where: V our1 = V our for zero instrumentation amplifier 
input or for zero pressure applied to the pressure 
transducer, 

GAIN= -Vour/-VIN = 2(1 + R/Ry) 
R = ~ = Rs= ~ = R1 

For example, a pressure sensor specified for 12.6mV full
scale output with 3.4V excitation voltage: 

GAIN= 238VN 
if R = IOk.Q, Ry= 850 

If adjustment is required: 

Adjustment Procedure 

I. With zero-pressure applied, adjust R3 for Your= 0.5V. 

2. Apply full-scale pressure to the sensor and adjust Ry for 
V our = 3.5V. 

3. Repeat procedure if necessary. 

There is no true single-supply instrumentation amplifier on 
the market today. Although some come close, their applica
tions are limited because they are fixed gain. The OPA1013 
provides the best solution for this application because of its 
single supply operation and output swing range within 
15mV from ground The REF200 requires one power supply 
and is ideal for use in single supply systems. The REF200 
provides a simple, economical way to make adjustable 
voltage references. 

The supply voltage of the bridge conditioning circuit can 
range from 4.5V to 36V without affecting the operation of 
the circuit. Because of the low quiescent current of the 
OPA1013 (350µA) and the low current requirements of the 
REF200 (lOOµA), this is an excellent circuit for battery 
operated applications. 

Tho information provided heroin 111 berioved to be reliable; howovor, BURR-BROWN assumos no ro11ponolbilily for inaccuracleo or omlaslono. BURR-BROWN assumes 
no responsibility for lho uoo of thlo information. and aD uoo of such information shaU be ontlrely at tho u11or's own risk. Priceo and spoclflcatlons aro subject to chango 
without notice. No patont rights or llconses to any of tho circuits described heroin are implied or granted to any third party; BURR-BROWN dooa nol authorizo Ol'warrant 
any BURR-BROWN product for uao in lifo support dovlcos and/or sysloms. 
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DIODE-BASED TEMPERATURE MEASUREMENT 
By R. Mark Still and David Kunst (602) 746-7445 

Diodes are frequently used as temperature sensors in a wide 
variety of moderate-precision temperature measurement 
applications. The relatively high temperature coefficient of 
about -2mVf'C is fairly linear. To make a temperature 
measurement system with a diode requires excitation, offset
ting, and amplification. The circuitry can be quite simple. 
This Bulletin contains a collection of circuits to address a 
variety of applications. 

THE DIODE 

Just about any silicon diode can be used as a temperature 
measurement transducer. But the Motorola MTS 102 Silicon 
Temperature Sensor is a diode specifically designed and 
optimfaed for this function. It is intended for temperature 
sensing applications in automotive, consumer and industrial 
products where low cost and high accuracy are important. 
Packaged in a TO-92 package it features precise temperature 
accuracy of ±2°C from -40°C to +150°C. 

EXCITATION 

A current source is the best means for diode excitation. In 
some instances, resistor biasing can provide an adequate 
approximation, but power supply variations and ripple can 
cause significant errors with this approach. These problems 
are exacerbated in applications with low power supply 
voltages such as 5V single supply systems. Since the MTS 102 
is specified for I OOµA operation, the Burr-Brown REF200 
Dual lOOµA Current Source/Sink makes the perfect match. 
One current source can be used for excitation and the other 
current source can be used for off setting. 

AMPLIFICATION 

In most instances, any precision op amp can be used for 
diode signal conditioning. Speed is usually not a concern. 
When ±ISV supplies are available, the low cost precision 
OPA177 is recommended. For SV single-supply applica
tions, the OPA1013 Dual Single-Supply op amp is recom
mended. Its inputs can common-mode to its negative power 
supply rail (ground in single-supply applications), and its 
output can swing to within about 15mV of the negative rail. 

Figure l shows the simplest diode-based temperature mea
surement system. One of the lOOµA current sources in the 
REF200 is used for diode excitation .. The other current 
source is used for off setting. One disadvantage of this circuit 
is that the span (GAIN) and zero (OFFSET) adjustments are 
interactive. You must either accept the initial errors or use an 

BURR-BAOWNG 
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V0 ., V• (1 + R/R 1) -100µA • R1 

Where: 
V • = voltage across diode (V) 

Zero and span adjustments wilh 
R1 and f\ aro interactive. 

Figure 1. Simple Diode-based Temperature Measurement 
Circuit. 

interactive adjustment technique. Another possible disad
vantage is that the temperature to voltage conversion is 
inverting. In other words, a positive change in temperature 
results in a negative change in output voltage. If the output 
is to be processed in a digital system, neither of these 
limitations may be a disadvantage. 

The following relationships can be used to calculate nominal 
resistor values for the Figure 1 circuit. 

BASIC TRANSFER FUNCTION 

V0 = V8E (1 + RjR,) - lOOµA • R2 

CALCULATING RESISTOR VALUES 

R, = (6Vi6T). (VBl!Z +Tc. (TMIN _25oc))-(Tc. VI) 

lOOµA • ((6V i6T) -Tc) 

(6Vi6T) 
~ = R, • (-T- - l) 

C 

Where: 

R1, R2 = Resistor values (Q) 

V BE= Voltage across diode (V) 

V ew = Diode voltage at 25°C (V) 

Three choices are available for the MTS 102-See table 
on page 2. 
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V 1 = Output voltage of circuit at T MIN (V) 

VO = Output voltage of circuit (V) 

Tc = Diode temperature coefficient (V 1°C) 

Tc value depends on V81!2$-See table below. 

T MIN = Minimum process temperature (°C) 

av of aT = Desired output voltage change for given 
temperature change (V 1°C) 
(Note: Must be negative for Figure 1 circuit.) 

AVAILABLE VBE25 AND Tc VALUES FOR 
MOTOROLA MTS102 TEMPERATURE SENSOR 

v_ Tc 
(V) (Vrc) 

0.580 -0.002316 
0.695 -0.002266 
0.620 -0.002183 

EXAMPLE 
Design a temperature measurement system with a 0 to-1.0V 
output for a 0 to 100°C temperature. 

TMIN = ooc 

oV Jt;f = (-lV -0V)/(lOO°C -0°C) = -0.0lVl°C 

If V B1!25 = 0.595V, Tc = -0.002265V 1°C, and 
R.= 8.4241.c!l 
~= 28.77k.O 

For a Oto -lOV output with a Oto 100°C temperature: 
R.=6.667k.O 
~= 287.7k.O 

If independent adjustment of offset and span is required 
consider the circuit shown in Figure 2. In this circuit, a third 
resistor, Rzm0 is added in series with the temperature
sensing diode. System zero (offset) can be adjusted with 
Rzmo without affecting span (gain). To trim the circuit adjust 
span first. Either R. or~ (or both) can be used to adjust 
span. As with the Figure 1 circuit this circuit has the possible 
disadvantage that the temperature to voltage conversion is 
inverting. 

The following relationships can be used to calculate nominal 
resistor values for the Figure 2 circuit. 

BASIC TRANSFER FUNCTION 

V0= (VBE+ lOOµA • ~J • (1 + RJR.)-lOOµA • ~ 

CALCULATING RESISTOR VALUES 
Set Rzm0 = lk!l (or use a 2k!l pot) 

(6V P) • (V8m, + (Rzm0 • lOOµA) +Tc• (TIIIN-25"C))-(Tc • V1) 

R, = IOOµA • ((6V J6T) - Tc) 

92 

cavJt;r> 
8:z = R. • ( T - 1) 

C 

Where: 

~ = 2.ero (offset) adjust resistor (0) 

Others = as before 

EXAMPLE 

Design a temperature measurement system with a Oto -1.0V 
output for a 0 to 100°C temperature. 

TMIN = ooc 

r,v Jfil = (-1 V - 0V)/(100°C - 0°C) = -0.01 Vl°C 

If V Bl!.25 = 0.595V, Tc = -0.002265V re, and 

~ = lkn (use 2k!l pot) 

R1= 9.7171.c!l 

~= 33.181.c!l 

For a Oto -I0V output with a Oto 100°C temperature: 

Rzao = lk.O (use 2k.O pot) 

R. = 7.69k.O 

~= 331.Sk.O 

MoCOfOla 
MTS102 

Rz-

V0 a (V• + 100µA • ~ • (1 + AJA,) - 100µA • I\ 
Whore: 

v." voltago across diode M 
AdjuGt span first with R, or I\ lhon adjullt zero with ~ 
for nonlntaractive trim. 

Figure 2. Diode-based Temperature Measurement Circuit 
with Independent Span (gain) and 2.ero (offset) 
Adjustment. 

BURA-=-G 
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For a noninverting temperature to voltage conversion, con
sider the circuit shown in Figure 3. This circuit is basically 
the same as the Figure 2 circuit except that the amplifier is 
connected to the low side of the diode. With this connection, 
the temperature to voltage conversion is noninverting. As 
before, if adjustment is required, adjust span with R1 or ~ 
first, then adjust zero with ~o· 

A disadvantage of the Figure 3 circuit is that it requires a 
negative power supply. 

The following relationships can be used to calculate nominal 
resistor values for the Figure 3 circuiL 

BASIC TRANSFER FUNCTION 

V0 = (-V86 - IOOµA •~•(I+ R/Ri) + lOOµA • ~ 

CALCULATING RESISTOR VALUES 

R. = same as Figure 2 
~ = same as Figure 2 

Where: 
Components = as before 

EXAMPLE 
Design a temperature measurement system with a O to l .OV 
output for a O to 100°C temperature. 

TMIN = ere 

fNJtJT = (1V-OV)/(100°C -0°C) = O.OIVl°C 

If V BIW = 0.595V, Tc = -0.002265V 1°C, and 

~o= lk.Q 
R1 = 9.717k.Q 

~= 33.18k.Q 

For a Oto lOV output with a Oto 100°C temperature: 

~= lk.Q 

R1 = 7.69k.Q 

~= 331.Sk.Q 

For a single-supply noninverting temperature to voltage 
conversion, consider the Figure 4 circuiL This circuit is 
similar to the Figure 2 circuit, except that the temperature
sensing diode is connected to the inverting input of the 
amplifier and the offsetting network is connected to the 
noninverting input. To prevent sensor loading, a second 
amplifier is connected as a buffer between the temp sensor 
and the amplifier. If adjustment is required, adjust span with 
R. or ~ first, then adjust zero with ~o· 

The following relationships can be used to calculate nominal 
resistor values for the Figure 4 circuit. 

liRR•m• E:H$C Burr-Brown IC Applications Handbook 

V0 = (-V.-1oo,u\ • ~ • (1 + RJR,) + 1oo,u\ • I\ 
Where: 
V • = voltage acrcss dlodo (V) 

Adjus1 span f!m with R, o, I\ then adjusl zoro with ~ 
for noninteractive trim. 

Figure 3. Positive Transfer Function Temperature Measure
ment Circuit with Independent Span (gain) and 
Zero (offset) Adjustment. 

BASIC TRANSFER FUNCTION 

V0 = lOOµA • ~ 0 • (I+ R/Ri)-V 88 • R/Ri 

CALCULATING RESISTOR VALUES 

<Tc• V,) - (6V c/oO • (V 9825 +Tc• (T MIN - 25°C)) 
~o = lOOµA • (Tc - (6V J6T)) 

R
1 
= lOk.Q (arbitrary) 

(6VJ6T) 
~=-It.•(--) 

Tc 

Where: 
Components = as before 

EXAMPLE 
Design a temperature measurement system with a O to l .OV 
output for a Oto IOOOC temperature. 

TMIN = ere 

fN Jfif = (1 V - OV)/(100°C - 0°C) = 0.01 V 1°C 

If V8625= 0.595V, Tc= -0.002265Vl°C, and 

~o = 5.313k.Q 

R1= 10.0kQ 

~=44.lSkQ 
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For a Oto lOV output with a Oto 100°C temperature: 

~o = 6.372k!l 

R1 = 10.0k!l 

~= 441.Skn 

V0 :2 100µA • ~ 0 • (1 + R/R,) -V,,._• R/R, 

Where: 
V,,._ = voltage across dlodo M 
Adjust span first with R, or f\ then adjust zero 
with RZEAO for nonlnlOl'acllvo trim. 

Figure 4. Single-supply Positive Transfer Function Tempera
ture Measurement Circuit with Independent Span 
(gain) and Zero (offset) Adjustment. 

For differential temperature measurement, use the circuit 
shown in Figure 5. In this circuit, the differential output 
between two temperature sensing diodes is amplified by a 
two-op-amp instrumentation amplifier (IA). The IA is formed 
from the two op amps in a dual OPA1013 and resistors R1, 

R2, R,, R4, and RSPAN. ~AN sets the gain of the IA. For good 
common-mode rejection, R1, ~. R,, and R4 must be matched. 
If I% resistors are used, CMR will be greater than 70dB for 
gains over 50V N. Span and zero can be adjusted in any 
order in this circuit. 

94 

The following relationships can be used to calculate nominal 
resistor values for the Figure 5 circuit. 

BASIC TRANSFER FUNCTION 

VO: ((VBEl + lOOµA • ~02)-(VBEI + lOOµA • ~01» • GAIN 

Where: 

GAIN = 2 + 2 • ~~PAN 

CALCULATING RESISTOR VALUES 

-2 • R •T 

~AN= (6V J6T) 
1

+ 2: Tc 

Rzm01 = Rzm02 = 5000 (use lkn pol for ~o> 

Where: 

~AN = Span (gain) adjust resistor (Q) 

Others = as before 

EXAMPLE 
Design a temperature measurement system with a 0 to l .OV 
output for a O to I °C temperature differential. 

TMIN = ooc 
6V J6T = (1 V - 0V)/(1 °C - 0°C) = 1.0V 1°C 

If VBE25 = 0.595V, Tc= -0.002265Vl°C, and 

~o = lk!l pot 

RI,~. R3, R4 = lOOk.Q, 1% 

~PAN :455Q 

For a 0 to lOV output with a 0 to 1 °C temperature diff eren
tial: 

~o = lk!l pot 

RI, Rl, R,, R4 = lOOk!l, 1% 

~AN=45.3Q 

BURR-BROWN~ 
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Motorola 
MTS102 

Figure 5. Differential Temperature Measurement Circuit 

V0 = ((V1111 + 100µA • RzuoJ-(V. 1 • + 100µA • Rz-,,)) • GAIN 

GAIN= 2 + 2 • R,IAp_.. 

Adjust ZOfl3 and span In any onfor. 

The lnfonnatlon prov!dod herein is believed to be reliable,; howovor, BURR-BROWN assumes no responsib!lly for fnaccuracies oroml&alons. BURR-BROWN asaumos 
no responsibl1ity for tho uso of this Information, and all uao of such Information shall be enlirely at tho usel's own risk. Pricos and specfficatlons are subject to change 
without notice. No patent right& orlicen&e& to any of the circuits desc:ribod heroin are impllod or granlod lo any lhlrd party. BURR-BROWN doe& not authorize or warrant 
any BURR-BROWN product for use in ife support dovicoa and/or systems. 
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PROGRAMMABLE-GAIN INSTRUMENTATION AMPLIFIERS 

By David Jones (602) 746-7696 and R. Mark Still 

The INAl 15 is a precision instrumentation amplifier (IA). 
Its gain-sense and amplifier output connections are available 
so that gains can be accurately set using external resistors. 
By adding switches or a multiplexer, you can make a 
precision programmable-gain IA (PGIA). Using the circuit 
topology shown in this bulletin, the switches are in series 
with op amp inputs so their resistance does not add error. 

Burr-Brown offers fixed and programmable-gain IAs with 
amplifiers similar to the IN Al 15. If you need a fixed gain of 
lOOVN, use the INA131. If you need a digitally program
mable IA with decade gains of I, 10, 100, and I OOOV N, or 
binary gains of 1, 2, 4, and 8VN, use the PGA204 or 
PGA205. 

I 
I 

~i 
I 
I 
I 

If you need an IA with more gain steps, you can cascade two 
or more PGIAs. For example, if you cascade two PGA205s 
you will get gains of 1, 2, 4, 8, 16, 32, and 
64VN. 

For other gains or gain-steps, you may want to make your 
own PGIA using an INA! 15. The circuits and equations 
below make it easy to design a programmable-gain IA with 
any gains and any number of gain steps. 

MODEL GAINS(VN) 

INA131 100 
PGA204 1. 10, 100, 1000 
PGA205 1, 2.4, 8 

TABLE I. Fixed and Programmable-Gain IAs. 

INA115 

FIGURE 1. Programmable-Gain Instrumentation Amplifier with n Gain Steps and Lowest Gain > 1 V N. 
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If you want a PGIA with n gains and the first gain is not 
unity (1 V N). use the following relationships and the 
circuit shown in Figure 1. 

RESISTOR VALUES FOR PGIA WITH n GAINS 
AND LOWEST GAIN> 1VN 
Ro= Your choice (e.g. 25tcn) 

Ro = 25tcn when using the internal feedback resistors in 
the INA115 (see Figure 2) 

Ro(Gt -GJ 
Rt = G2 ( 1 - Gt) 

Gt Ro(G2-~) 
~ - ----------------- G2 G3(1 - Gt) 

Rm Gt Ro(Gm - Gm+t> 
Gm Gm+t(l - Gt) 

2GtRo 
Ra = G

0 
(Gt - 1) 

Where: 

Gm = Intermediate gain (V N) 
G0 = Highest gain (V N) 
Ro, Rt. ... Ra = Resistor value per circuit diagram (Q) 

I 
I 

~~ 

v.,. 

3 

14 

If you want to use the 25tcn feedback resistors in the 
INAllS for the Ros. you can use the circuit shown in 
Figure 2. Keep in mind that the gain accuracy and gain 
drift will be limited by the internal feedback resistors. The 
25k.O feedback resistors have a tolerance of ±0.5% with a 
temperature coefficient of resistance drift (TCR) of up to 
lOOppm/°C. In the INA131. PGA204 and PGA205. resis
tor matching and TCR tracking of the resistors on the die 
give typical gain error and drift of 0.01 % and 
Sppml°C. 

GAINS Ro R, Ra R, R, 
(VN) (0) (0) (0) (0) (0) 

2.4,8.16 25k 12.4k 6.19k 3.09k 6.19k 
10, 20, 50,100 25k 1.4k 825 280 562 

3dB, 6dB, 9dB, 12db 25k 17.8k 12.4k 8.87k 43.2k 
10, 100, tic. 10k took tOk 1k 100 22.1 

10,100,200, 500 49.9k 4.99k 280 165 221 
100,200,400, 800 100k 511 255 127 255 

NOTE: Noanm Standard 1 % Resistor Valueo. 

TABLE II. Examples of Resistor Values for Selected 
Gains-Figure 1 and 2 Circuits. 

NC 

INA115 

12 

11 
>-+-----o Voor 

Aof 

10 

FIGURE 2. Programmable-Gain Instrumentation Amplifier with n Gain Steps and Lowest Gain > 1 V N. This circuit uses 
the 25k!l feedback resistor in the INA115 for Ro of Figure 1. 
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If you want a PGIA with n gains and the first gain is unity 
(IV N), use the following relationships and the circuit shown 
in Figure 3. 

RESISTOR VALUES FOR PGIA WITH n GAINS 
AND LOWEST GAIN = 1 VN 

Ro=O 
R1 = Your choice (e.g. 2Sk.Q) 

R1 = 25k.Q when using the internal feedback resistors in the 
INA115 (see Figure 4) 

R1 (G2-"3) 
R2 = G

3
(1-GJ 

R _ G2 R1(G3 -G,l) 
3 

- G3 G..( I - Gi> 

Where: 

Gm = Intermediate gain (V N) 
G0 = Highest gain (V N) 
Ro, R1, ... Ru = Resistor value per circuit diagram (Q) 

R, 

V1,r 

~ 

F\,, 

I 
NC 

I 

~t 
I 
I 
I NC 

F\,,~ 
Gm 

R2 

V1N+ 

R, 

If you want to use the 2Sk.Q feedback resistors in the 
INAI 15 for the R1s, you can use the circuit shown in 
Figure 4. Keep in mind the gain accuracy and gain drift 
limitations discussed previously. 

An actual example of a four-gain digitally programmable IA 
is shown in Figure S. It uses a four-channel differential 
multiplexer (MUX) for gain switching. 

GAINS Ro R1 Ra R, R• 
(VN) (0) (0) (0) (0) (0) 

1,2,4,8 0 25k 12.41< 6.19k 12.41< 
1, 8, 64,512 0 25k 3.09 392 113 

1,2,5.10 0 25k 15k 4.99k 10k 
1, 10,100, 1k 0 49.9k 4.99k 499 110 

1, 10,100,200 0 20k 2k 110 221 
OdB, 3dB, 6dB, 9dB 0 24.9k 17.8k 12.41< 60.41< 

NOTE: Noaroat Standard 1% Resistor Valuoa. 

TABLEIII.ExamplesofResistorValuesforSelectedGains
Figure 3 and 4 Circuits. 

1 Vo, 

INA115 

12 

11 
Voor 

Ror 

10 
~ 

8 Vm 

FIGURE 3. Programmable-Gain Instrumentation Amplifier with n Gain Steps and Lowest Gain= lVN. 
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1 Vo1 

INA115 
v.,. 

~ 

A.,. 
3 12 

I 
I 

~i 11 
Voor 

I 
I 14 Ref 
I 

10 

A.,. -=-

~ 
VIN+ 

8 V02 

FIGURE 4. Programmable-Gain Instrumentation Amplifier with n Gain Steps and Lowest Gain = l V N. This circuit uses 
the 2Sk.Q feedback resistor in the INA 115 for R1 of Figure 3. 

R1 
49.9k0 

~ 
4 ln1A 

Hl-509 
4.99k0 Vee 

s ,~ Voo 

~ 6 l"3A OutA 
8 

In-
4990 

R4 Vo 
1100 

-=-

~ l":sa OU1g 9 In+ 
4990 

12 
IOze 

Rz 13 ln1u -V 3 Vee A, Ao GAIN 
4.99k0 

L L 
L H 10 

R1 H L 100 

49.9k0 H H 1000 

FIGURES. Programmable-Gain Instrumentation Amplifier Example with Four Gain Steps and Lowest Gain= lVN. 
Tho informal Ion PfOVldod ha'ain Is bo&ovod to bo reliable: howevor, BURR-BROWN assumos no rosponsibilityforlnaccuracies or omissions. BURR-BROWN assumes 
no responsibility for tho use of this information, and all uso d such Information shall bo ontlroly at tho user's own risk. Prlcos and spociflcatlons aro subject to chango 
without notice. No patent rights or licenSGS to any of tho circuits dosc:ribod harein are implied orgrantod to any third party. BURR-BROWN doo:J not authorize or warrant 
any BURR-BROWN proclud for use In &fo support devices and/or ayatoms. 

BURR•BROWN~ 

IEIEII Burr-Brown IC Applications Handbook 99 



For Immediate Assistance, Contact Your Local Salesperson 

BURR-BROWN®APPLICATION BULLETIN I l3 BI Malling Address: PO Box 11400 • Tucson, AZ 85734 • Street Address: 6730 s. Tucson Blvd.• Tucson, AZ 85706 
- - Tel: (602) 746-1111 • Twx: 910-952-111 • Telex: 066-6491 • FAX (602) 889-1510 • Immediate Product Info: (800) 548-6132 

USE LOW-IMPEDANCE BRIDGES ON 4-20mA CURRENT LOOPS 

By R. Mark Stitt (602) 746-7445 and David Jones 

If you need more transducer excitation current than is avail
able on a standard 4-20mA 2-wire current loop, consider a 3-
wire transmitter. A 2-wire 4-20mA transmitter uses the same 
two wires for signal and power. Part of the 4mA minimum 
loop current is used to power the transmitter circuitry. The 
remaining current can be used for transducer excitation. In 
some applications even the entire 4mA is not enough for 
transducer excitation. 

Exciting a low-impedance bridge (such as a 3500 bridge) 
often requires more current than is normally available from 
a 2-wire 4-20mA current loop. A 350.Q bridge excited with 
a 1 0V reference requires more than 28mA. An easy way to 
solve this problem is to use a 3-wire transmitter such as the 
XTRll0. 

The XTRI 10 3-wire transmitter is similar to a 2-wire trans
mitter, except that one of the two wires is connected to 
ground and a third (power supply) wire is added. With 
external power available at the transmitter, it is easy to 
interface to low-impedance bridges. The XTR 110 contains 
an on-board precision 1 0.0V reference for sensor excitation. 
The reference has a sense connection so that its output can 
be easily boosted. 

THE COMPLETE BRIDGE TO CURRENT-LOOP 
CIRCUIT IS SHOWN IN FIGURE 1 
A series-pass transistor, Q1, boosts the XTRl lO's 10.0V 
reference output-current to drive the bridge. Using an exter
nal pass transistor allows high output-drive without over
heating the XTRI 10. To improve reliability you may need to 
heat-sink Q1, especially for high ambient temperatures. 

An INAI 14 precision instrumentation amplifier is used to 
amplify the bridge output to drive the XTRI 10 low-imped
ance input. The INAI 14 is operated single-supply from the 
1 0V reference to eliminate any error due to power-supply 
changes~ The XTR 110 is connected so a 1 V to 5V input on 
pin 5 produces a 4-20mA output. A voltage divider buffered 
by an OPA177 drives theINAl 14 reference pin. With 3Von 
the reference pin, the INAl 14 output is 3V with the bridge 
in balance. This produces a 12mA (mid-scale) XTRI 10 
output with the bridge in balance. If you want to use the 
bridge in a unipolar mode, the resistor divider can be set to 
put either 1 V or 5V on the INA 114 reference pin to produce 
either a IV or 5V INAI 14 output at bridge balance. In any 
case, select the INA 114 gain-set resistor for 4 V INA 114 
output change with ±full-scale bridge output. 

AP-channel enhancement-mode MOSFET, Q2, is used to 
drive the 4-20mA output current. Using an external FET to 
drive the output current improves precision by eliminating 

JOO 

thermal feedback. If an internal driver were used, the signal
dependent power change due to the 4-20mA current change 
would result in relatively large nonlinearity in the transfer 
function. 

Burr-Brown offers a complete line of 2-wire and 3-wire 
current loop transmitters and receivers. 

XTR101 
General purpose two-wire 4-20mA current-loop transmitter. 
This transmitter has an instrumentation amplifier input and 
two 1 mA current sources for transducer excitation and 
offsetting. 

XTR103 
Two-wire RTD 4-20mA current-loop transmitter with 9V 
compliance. Similar to XTR 101, but with internal lineariza
tion circuitry for direct interface to RID Resistance Tem
perature Detectors. The XTR103, along with an RID, forms 
a precision temperature to 4-20mA current loop transmitter. 
Along with an RID, the XTR103 can achieve better than 
0.1 % span linearity over a -200°C to +850°C temperature 
span. 

XTR104 
Two-wire bridge 4-20mA current-loop transmitter with 9V 
compliance. Similar to XTR IO 1, but with shunt regulator 
and linearization circuitry for direct interface to high-im
pedance strain-gauge and Wheatstone bridges. The XTR 104 
can provide better than 0.1 % span linearity from bridges 
with uncorrected linearity in excess of 2%. 

XTR110 
Three-wire 4-20mA current-loop transmitter. Essentially a 
precision, single-supply voltage-to-current converter with 
an internal 1 0.0V reference and input resistor network for 
span offsetting. Various input-output ranges are available 
by pin strapping so that 0 to 5V or O to 1 0V inputs can be 
used to get 0 to 20mA or 4 to 20mA outputs for example. 

RCV420 
Self-contained 4-20mA receiver. Conditions and offsets 
4-20mA input signals to give a precision 0-5V output. 
Contains precision yoltage reference, 75.Q precision sense 
resistor and ±40V common-mode input range difference 
amplifier. The RCV420 has a total combined span and zero 
error of less than 0.1 %-adjustable to zero. 

AB-043 
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FIGURE I. Complete 3500 Bridge to 4-20mA Current-Loop Transmitter Uses XTRl 10 3-Wire Current Loop Transmitter and 
INAl 14 Precision Instrumentation Amplifier Operating in a Single-Supply Mode. 

The Information provided herein is believed to be reliable; however, BURR-BROWN assumes no responsibility forinaccurades or omissions. BURR-BROWN assumes 
no responsibmty for the use of this information, and ail use of such Information shall be entirely at the user's own risk. Prices and specifications are subject to change 
without notice. No patent rights or licenses to any of the circuits described herein are implied or granted to any third party. BURR-BROWN does not authorize or warrant 
any BURR-BROWN product for use in ilfe support devices and/or systems. 
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PRECISION IA SWINGS RAIL-TO-RAIL ON SINGLE 5V SUPPLY 

By R. Mark Stitt (602) 746-7445 

You can combine a precision instrumentation amplifier (IA) 
and an inexpensive CMOS op amp to get the best of two 
worlds-the precision of a bipolar IA and SV single-supply 
operation. Using the INA131 gives S0µV max voltage 
offset, 0.25µ V 1°C max offset drift, and 11 OdB min common
mode rejection. How close the output swings to the power 
supply rail depends on which "rail-to-rail" CMOS op amp 
you use. With a TI TL2272 you can expect the output to 
swing within lOOmV of the rails. 

The circuit is shown in Figure 1. INA 131 is fixed Gain= 100 
IA specified to operate on power supplies as low as ±2.25V. 
Its output can swing ±l.25V on ±2.SV supplies. Adding a 
gain-of-2 "rail-to-rail" CMOS op amp, A4 , inside the feed
back loop boosts output swing to ±2.SV (0 to SV on a single 
SV supply). Because the CMOS op amp is inside the 
feedback loop, its errors are divided-down by the loop gain 
of~ in the IN Al 31 so they contribute negligible error to the 
composite amplifier. 

-In Ovor•Voltage 
.-----+--I Protoetion 

Extomal Gain-set 
Roalstor Optional 

'----+--------+--10vor-Voltago 
+In Protoction 

The gain of the CMOS amplifier is set by R1, ~. and R3• 

With the values shown, Gain= 2VN. Remember, since~ 
is in the INA131 feedback loop, its exact gain is unimpor
tanL The INA131 will still have a precise gain of lOOVN 
±0.024%. 

Using the R1, ~ divider to set the gain forces the INA131 
output swing to be centered midway between the +SV 
supply and ground for rail-to-rail output swing. 

Compensation capacitor, C1, provides high-frequency feed
back around A4 to assure loop stability. It is important to 
choose ~ with at least 2MHz small-signal bandwidth for 
good loop stability. 

INA131 

+SV 

~ 
100k0 

Vour 

FIGURE 1. Adding a "Rail-to-Rail" CMOS Op Amp in its Feedback Loop Allows the INA131 Output to Swing Rail-to-Rail 
on a Single SV Supply. 
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Figure 2 shows the output swing of the composite IA. In this 
triple exposure, the output sine-wave signal is superimposed 
with the ground rail and +5V rail. 

Although the output of the composite IA will swing rail-to
rail, its inputs will not function at ground. This is not a 
problem for the bridge application shown. In this applica
tion, the bridge is biased from the +5V power supply to 
ground. With a balanced bridge, the IA inputs are at 2.5V 
(midway between the +5V power supply and ground). 
Because the INA 13 I uses a gain-of-five difference 
amplifier, the inputs to A3 are at 2V when the INAl31 inputs 
arc at 2.SV. This allows the INAl31 to operate properly with 
common-mode input voltages from 2V to 3V. 

As with most rail-to-rail op amps, the TLC2272 is a dual op 
amp. If the second op amp is not used elsewhere, it can be 
used (or filtering or added gain. 

Gain can also be increased by connecting an optional gain
set resistor, Ra, as shown in Figure 1. Gain-set resistors in 
the INAl31 are trimmed for precise ratios, not to absolute 
values. Absolute accuracy of the internal gain-set resistors is 
±40%. To compensate for this tolerance, the value of the 
external gain-set resistor may need to be adjusted from 
device to device. Nominal gain with an external Ra can be 
calculated as follows: 

Where: 

Gain = 100 + 2SOk.Q 
Ro 

Ra is the external gain-set resistor (Q) 
Accuracy of the 250k.Q term is ±40%. 

+SV Rail 

Ground 

FIGURE 2. Triple Exposure Showing Rail-to-Rail Output Swing of Composite Precision IA. 

The information provided herein is bolioved to be reliable; however. BURR-BROWN assumoG no responsibility for inacc:uracios or omissions. BURR·BROWN assumes 
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LEVEL SHIFTING SIGNALS 
WITH DIFFERENTIAL AMPLIFIERS 

by David Jones, (602) 746-7696 

The INA105 is a unity gain differential amplifier consisting 
of a premium grade operational amplifier and an on-chip 
precision resistor network. The self-contained INA 105 makes 
it ideal for many applications. One such application is 
precision level shifting. 

Figure 1 shows a general case of a unity gain differential 
amplifier that perfonns a signal level shift proportional to 
the voltage V SHIPr appearing on pin 3 of the OPA27. An 
operational amplifier is used to drive the INA105's "Ref' 
pin (pin 1) with a low impedance source to preserve· true 
differential operational of the INA105. 

A basic understanding of the circuit operation can be gained 
by considering the INA 105 as a three input summing ampli
fier. The voltage transfer function is then Bour= Bi-~+ 
V RFP As this relation shows, the output will respond to a 
difference signal and algebraically add the voltage at the 

FIGURE 1. Level Shifting Circuit Using the INA105's Vmz 
Pin. 

"Ref' inpuL Therefore, V Rm' may take on any arbitrary value 
that will not saturate the INAI 05 amplifier's output. In the 
case of the circuit in Figure 1, V amz = V smpr, yielding an 
output of F-o = Ei-E 1 +VSHIFr-

Precision fixed level shifting can be easily accomplished by 
the use of a voltage reference source such as the REF102. A 
REF102 used with an additional INA105 can be used to 
provide an accurate, low drift, +5V reference to drive the 
"Ref' pin of the differentially connected INA105 as shown 
in Figure 2. If, for example, the input signal is a bipolar ±SV 
signal, the output will be level shifted to a unipolar 0-l0V 
signal. The same reference circuit also has -5V available 
and may thus be used for the opposite conversion from 
unipolar 0-l0V to bipolar ±5V signals. (Request PDS-1018 
for INAIOS and PDS-900 for REF102.) 

FIGURE 2. Precision Level Shift Circuit from a Fixed Volt
age Reference. 
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SIMPLE CIRCUIT DELIVERS 
38Vp-p AT SA FROM 28V UNIPOLAR SUPPLY 

by Jason Albanus (602) 746-7985 

Since the first analog IC requiring bipolar supplies was 
developed, people have been trying to operate them from 
unipolar supplies. Not only do the "headroom" (V 5- V ourMAX) 
requirements come into play, but with a unipolar supply 
typically come unipolar outputs. To get bipolar output swings 
from a unipolar supply, drive the load differentially and 
create a reference signal which can be used a "pseudo 
ground" for amplifier and input signal reference. This cir
cuit topography requires that your signal be elevated to 
V5 +2. 

The INA I OS is a precision unity gain differential amplifier, 
and as a low cost monolithic circuit, it offers high reliability 
and accuracy. With an initial offset voltage of SOµV, gain 
error of 0.OOS%, and small signal bandwidth of 1MHz, the 
INAl0S makes an ideal amplifier for creating this pseudo 
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ground The OPA254 l is a dual power operational amplifier 
capable of operation from power supplies up to ±40V (or a 
single, unipolar 80V) · at output currents of SA continuous. 
With two monolithic power amplifiers in a single package it 
provides unequaled functional density, and provides the 
means to deliver differential outputs at high power. By using 
the INAl0S to create the pseudo ground, and the OPA2541 
to drive SA loads differentially, the circuit in Figure 1 can be 
developed. At SA output current, the OPA2S41 requires a 
typical headroom of 4.SV, and as configured, output voltage 
swings of 2V5 - 18V (peak-to-peak) can be achieved The 
output swing can be calculated by realizing that when one of 
the amplifiers reaches its positive output limit (V 5 -

V HEADROOM), the other amplifier should reach its negative 
output limit (0V + V HBADRooM>· This creates a voltage swing 

R, 
15k0 

Vs 

-=-

vLOAO'" VA-Ve 

Vs 

-=-
A. 

25.5k0 

FIGURE 1. Single Supply, Bipolar Output Swing for Floating Signal Source. 
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of V 5- 2V HEADROOM· This is then multiplied by two, when the Equations: 
input signals reverse polarity so do the output signals which 
are referenced to the pseudo ground. This causes the peak- Vo = Pseudo ground voltage 
to-peak output voltage to be 2V 5 - 4V HEADROOM- For standard = Vs/2 
28V systems, this means that you can see output swings of VIN, = Vo +V,N 
38Vp-p at SA (see Equations for detailed explanation). VLOAD = Differential voltage across the load 
When only driving 500mA the headroom is typically only = V,.-V 8 

3.2V, and output swings of 2V5-12.8V are realizable. This Av = 1 + (Raf~) 
means that from the same 28V supply, the peak-to-peak = R.'Rs 
output is 43.2V. By using the maximum rated supply of v,. = V,N, { 1 + (R/~)} - VO (R/RJ 
80V, a peak-to-peak output of 142V with load currents of = v,N-<Av> - Vo (Av-O 
SA can be realized. = v,N (Av)+ Vo 

Although the OPA2541 is capable of operating with supply Vo = -V 1N' (R,lRs) + VO { 1 + (R4/Rs)} 

voltages up to 80V, the INA105 is limited to an overall = -V 1N' (Av)+ V0 (Av+ 1) 

power supply voltage of 36V. If higher supply voltages are ::: -V,N (Av) + V 0 

required, an amplifier such as the OPA445 and a precision VLOAD = V,.-V 8 

resistor network should be utilized for the pseudo ground. = {VIN (Ay) + Vo} - {-V,JAv) + Vo} 
= VIN (2Ay) 

Tho Information provided heroin Is bofleved to bo reliable; however, BURR-BROWN assumes no responslb!lily for Inaccuracies or oml1111ons. BURR-BROWN usumeo 
no responsibility for !he use of thb information. and aD uso of 11Uch Information shaD be entirely at tho user's own risk. Prices and q,ocffieatlons are subject lo chango 
without notice. No patent rights or lloonsos to any of the circuits dosc:ribod heroin are Implied or granted lo any third party. BURR-BROWN doos not authorize or warrant 
any BURR-BROWN product for uso In lifo support deviotJs and/or oyutems. 
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PARTIAL DISCHARGE TESTING: 
What It Is and What It Means 

With the introduction of the ISO120 and ISO121, Burr
Brown also introduced partial discharge testing of analog 
isolation components. We have received several requests for 
an explanation of the test, what it provides for us and our 
customers, and how it relates to the more traditional test for 
isolation voltage ratings. What follows is information about 
the older test method and what it accomplished, partial 
discharge, how we test for it, and a comparison of similar 
products tested using the different methods. Some of this 
material appears in the 1SO120/121 PDS, but bears repeat
ing to give you the whole story. 

ISOLATION VOLTAGE RATINGS
WHAT DO THEY MEAN? 
An isolation voltage rating is a statement about the level of 
voltage a device can withstand/or long periods of time with 
a higll confidence that the barrier will not break down. In the 
initial development of a part, basic physical and materials 
design determines the desired rating and long-term, high
voltage life testing of the part verifies it. However, it's 
impractical to long-term life test every isolation amplifier or 
power supply that we ship. We need a test that will verify 
that the part can withstand its rated voltage and give assur
ance that it will survive that much voltage for long periods 
of time. 

STRESS TESTING 
One way to do that is to overstress the part briefly (i.e., 
subject the part to levels significantly above its rated volt
age) and then test the part at rated continuous voltage for a 
short period of time. Alternatively, one can test the part at 
the overstress voltage for a fixed time, such as 60 seconds. 

We have used both methods, depending on the division 
producing the part and its intended market applications. In 
either case, the philosophy is something like life testing. In 
much the same way as accelerated life testing is used to 
identify inf ant mortality problems with electronic compo
nents, the current method of dielectric withstand testing is 
used to identify problems with dielectric materials used in 
isolation circuits. 

The choice of overstress voltage is an important one. Many 
isolation applications see not only the continuous voltage, 
but also experience transient voltages. Historically, we have 
used an overstress voltage, VTESr = (2 x Continuous Rating) 
+ 1 OOOV. This choice is used in some UL specifications and 
is appropriate for conditions where systems transients are 
not well defined. 

However, there are other methods of testing for high-voltage 
breakdown and some have been around a long time. In 1944, 
Austin and Hackel published Internal Discharges in Dielec
trics: Their Observation and Analysis. Since that time, the 
phenomenon they described, and now termed partial dis
charge, has steadily gained wider acceptance in the evaluat
ing dielectric materials. For a number of years, the manufac
turers of power distribution equipment have used a measure
ment of RF noise to detect the ionization that precedes high
voltage breakdown. This method is OK for large transform
ers or similar equipment, but it has not been sensitive 
enough for small components such· as those used in Burr
Brown's isolation amplifiers and power supplies. 

Partial discharge testing is similar in concept to the RF noise 
detection, and recent advances in test equipment and testing 
standards now make it possible to use this much more 
sensitive method with our products. Just as Burr-Brown's 
products are at the forefront of technology, our use of partial 
discharge testing for some products should be seen as being 
on the leading edge of testing dielectric materials. We are 
not abandoning the older, more accepted test standards. 
However, in preparing to meet the demands for what we 
believe to be a world-class testing standard, we would like 
to tell you something about partial discharge, how it's tested, 
and why we believe it will become the recognii.ed superior 
method of testing dielectric materials. 

PARTIAL DISCHARGE 
When an isolation barrier has a defect such as an internal 
void, the defect will display localized ionization when ex
posed to high voltage. This ionization starts at one voltage 
and stops at a lower voltage. These are called the inception 
and. extinction voltages. As high voltage is applied to the 
barrier, voltage will also build µp across the void. When the 
inception voltage is reached, the void ionizes, shorting itself 
ouL When the voltage across the void drops below the 
extinction voltage, ionization ceases. 

This action redistributes charge within the barrier and is 
known as partial discharge. If the barrier voltage continues 
to rise, an.other partial discharge cycle begins. If the barrier 
voltage is AC and is large enough, partial discharge cycles 
will repeat many times during the positive and negative 
peaks. If the ionization begins and continues, it can damage 
the barrier, leading to failure. If the discharge does not 
occur, the barrier receives no damage. 

The inception voltage of the individual voids tends to be 
constant. Therefore, the total charge redistributed within the 
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barrier is a very good indicator of the number of the voids 
and their likelihood of becoming a failure. Setting a very low 
limit on the allowable partial discharge in testing gives a 
very high degree of confidence that HV failure will not 
occur. 

PARTIAL DISCHARGE AND 
BARRIER EVALUATION 
The barrier itself displays an inception and an extinction 
voltage. The bulk inception voltage varies with the type of 
insulation. its thickness. and the number of defects. It di
rectly establishes the maximum voltage that can be applied 
across the test device before destructive partial discharge 
can begin. Measuring the bulk inception voltage on each part 
provides an absolute maximum rating for each device. 

Measuring the bulk extinction voltage can also provide a 
lower, more conservative voltage from which to derive a 
safe continuous rating. In theory. directly from these two 
measurements one could then specify the maxinmm tran
sient voltage and continuous voltage ratings. In practice. 
testing to dete~e the inception voltage, and de-rating 
from the inception voltage by a factor related to transients 
determines the continuous rated voltage. 

PARTIAL DISCHARGE TESTING IN PRODUCTION 
Once the continuous, rating is established, a convenient 
100% production test is needed. It should provide firm GO/ 
NOGO information, be very sensitive, be non-destructive 
and, for economic reasons, be very short. These are the 
benefits of partial discharge testing! In the last couple of 
years, manufacturers have produced equipment which can 
reliably test for very low values of partial discharge. and 
some standards are being developed to specify test methods. 
The first such standard that we are aware of was developed 
by VOE in Germany and applies to testing of optocouplers. 
We have adopted the method described in VOE 0884 to test 
for partial discharge in our production tests. The test is 
conducted in two stages. First. a one second test at rated 
voltage checks for leakage current. Another one second test 
checks for partial discharge at 1.6 times rated voltage; the 
level of partial discharge must be <5pC (5 x 10-12 Cou
lombs). The 1.6 multiplier takes into account the ratio of 
transient voltage to continuous rating and is specified in the 
VOE standard. 

Internal Burr-Brown test procedures allow two retries if a 
part fails the initial tesL Sometimes ozone generated by the 
test voltage is enough to trigger the GO/NOGO circuit. so 
we clear out the test chamber before retesL If failure occurs 
a second time, the part is cleaned and retested. Fmgerprints 
on the part can also trigger the GO/NOGO. If it still fails. we 
scrap iL 

OTHER ADVANTAGES 
OF PARTIAL DISCHARGE TESTING 
Not only can this test method provide far more qualitative 
information about stress withstand levels than did previous 
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stress tests, but it can also provide quantitative measure
ments upon which quality assuranc~ and control measures 
could be based. Should we ever find it desirable to do so, 
sampled information on PD, inception and extinction volt
ages would be ideal information upon which to base SPC for 
our iso manufacturing process. Please understand that we 
are not currently working on SPC for this aspect of the iso 
product line, but PD testing does offer this advantage should 
we decide to make use of iL 

In addition to the potential for use in SPC. and for the same 
reasons, PD testing of products in development improves 
our knowledge of the new product and its manufacturing 
methods. It has become a powerful development evaluation 
tool, and, we believe. has helped us develop better, more 
capable products. Using it in production testing allows good 
correlation with development test results and proves invalu
able in investigating manufacturing problems that can arise 
with any new producL 

COMPARISON OF ISO TESTING-NEW AND OLD 
The following chart summarizes the differences in time and 
test voltages for the two test methods. Some of you have 
expressed feelings that the new test levels and times will 
leave customers concerned about their validity and applica
tion in areas where agency certification (UL, for example) is 
a must. 

Of most concern, from the feedback we received, was 
compliance of PD testing with UL544 for medical equip
menL Most people are familiar with the UL requirement that 
an OEM test its finished product at 2500Vrms for 60 
seconds. This test is required only for patient-connected 
equipment and not for all medical equipmenL What most 
people do not know is that UL allows a choice of two 
conditions for this tesL The first is 2500Vrms/60s, known as 
Condition A, and the second is Condition B, requiring a 
3000Vnns/ls tesL Paragraph 42.2 of ULS44 (Revised 1985) 
allows either test in 100% production testing. Please note 
that we test the ISO121 at 5600Vrms for one second; we 
easily conform to Condition B. Since we demonstrate no PD 
at that voltage, we will easily pass any 2500V test as well. 

PRODUCT · ISO102 ISO120 ISO106 ISO121 UNITS 

Rated 1500 1500 3500 3500 Vrma 
Voltage 2121 2121 4950 4950 Vpoak 

Teat 4000 250()11) 5697111 5600 Vrms 
Voltage 5656 3535 800(l'ZI 7920 Vpoak 

Teat Time At 10 1 10 1 0 

Max Voltage 

Time At Ratod 60 1PI 60 1PI II 

Voltage 

NOTES: (1 )Wo cheat a ittle here, this la 1.67 llmos rated, nol 1.6 llmea ratod. 
(2) Upper llmlt of our pn,duction 10$! oqulpmont for thla test mothod. (3) 
Proceods PD lost: checks for banter loakage current. 

The lnformallon providod herein Is bollovod to bo reliable; howovor, BURR• 
BROWN aasumos no responsibllly for Inaccuracies or omissions. BURR· 
BROWN asaumes no rasponslbllllyforlho uuo of this Information, and all use of 
such Information shaB bo entirely at tho uuor'o own risk. Specifications aro 
subjocl tochango without notico. BURR-BROWN does not authorlzo or warrant 
any BURR-BROWN product for use In ll10 support devices and/or ciyatoms. 
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NOISE SOURCES IN APPLICATIONS USING 
CAPACITIVE COUPLED ISOLATED AMPLIFIERS 

By Bonnie C. Baker (602) 746-7984 

Noise is a typical problem confronting many isolation appli
cations. Isolation products such as analog isolation amplifi
ers, optocouplers, transformers and digital couplers, are used 
in applications to transmit signals across a high voltage 
barrier while providing galvanic separation between two 
grounds. Burr-Brown's isolated analog amplifiers and digi
tal couplers use one of lhree coupling technologies in their 
isolation products, each having its own set of advantages and 
disadvantages in noisy environments. These technologies 
are inductive coupling, capacitive coupling and optical cou
pling. Isolation amplifiers and digital couplers are used for 
a variety of applications including breaking of ground loops, 
motor control, power monitoring and prot.ecting equipment 
from possible damage. An understanding of the design 
techniques used to transmit signals across the isolation 
barrier, as well as an understanding of the sources of noise, 
allows the users to quickly identify design and layout prob
leim and make appropriate changes to reduce noise to 
tolerable levels. 

Noise is defined in this application note as a signal that is 
present in a circuit other than the desired signal. This 
definition excludes analog nonlinearities which may pro-
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duce distortion. As shown in Figure 1, there are three 
primary types of noise endemic to isolation applications, 
each with their own set of possible solutions. The first noise 
source is device noise. Device noise is the intrinsic noise of 
the devices in the circuit Examples of device noise would be 
the thermal noise of a resistor or the shot noise of a 
transistor. A second source of noise that effects the perfor
mance of isolation devices is conductive noise. This type of 
noise already exists in the conductive paths of the circuit, 
such as the power lines, and mixes with the desired electrical 
signal through the isolation device. The third source of noise 
is radiated noise. Radiated noise is emitted from EMI sources 
such as switches or motors and coupled into the signal. This 
application bulletin will cover these three noise classifica
tions as they relate to capacitive coupled isolation amplifi
ers. 

THEORY OF OPERATION OF THE 
CAPACmVE COUPLED ISOLATION AMPLIFIERS 
The capacitive coupled isolation amplifiers are designed 
with an input and output section galvanically isolated by a 
pair of matched capacitors. A block diagram of this type of 

..---Nci------

Power Supply 
Noiso 

SystomSlde 

,__--Ne--- • 
Power Supply 

Noillo 

Ni,: Dovlco Neese 
Ne: Conducted Noise 
NR: Radlatod Noise 

FIGURE 1. The Three Basic Types of Noise in Isolation Applications arc Device Noise, Conducted Noise, and Radiated Noise. 
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isolation amplifier is shown in Figure 2. The capacitive 
coupled isolation amplifiers employ digital modulation 
schemes to transmit a differential signal across the isolation 
barrier. The modulation schemes used in the capacitive 
coupled isolation amplifiers are duty-cycle modulation . or 
voltage-to-frequency, de.pending on the product. Both modu
lation schemes are basically voltage to time. An internal 
oscillator is used to modulate the analog input signal into a 
digital signal which is transmitted across the isolation bar
rier. Most capacitive coupled amplifiers (1S0103, 1SO107, 
1SO113, 1SO120, 1SO121, 1S0122), as shown in the block 
diagram in Figure 3, modulate the analog signal to a duty
cycle encoded signal; The remainder of the isolation ampli
fiers (IS0102 and 1S0106), as shown in the block diagram 
in Figure 4, modulate the analog voltage to a frequency. 

Voor 

FIGURE 2. A Block Diagram of a Capacitive Coupled 
Isolation Amplifier. 

u 
+V51 GND 1 -V 81 

The modulated signal is transmitted to the other side of the 
isolation barrier through a pair of matched capacitors built 
into the plastic or ceramic package. The value of these 
capacitors varies from lpF to 3pF depending on the device. 
The resulting capacitor is simple and reliable by design. 

After the modulated signal is transmitted across the isolation 
barrier, it is demodulated back to an analog voltage. The 
output section of the isolation amplifier detects the modu
lated signal and converts it back to an analog voltage by 
using averaging techniques. Most of the undesired ripple 
voltages inherent in the demodulation process is then re
moved. 

DEVICE NOISE AND CAPACITIVE 
COUPLED ISOLATION AMPLIFIERS 
Device noise is generated by the devices in the circuit. 
Examples of device noise generators would be a discrete 
resistor, which generates thermal noise, or an operational 
amplifier, which would generate 1/f noise, etc. Specifically, 
with Burr-Brown's capacitive coupled isolation amplifiers, 
there are two device noise specifications of consequence. 

Ripple Noise 
A by-product of the demodulation scheme for the duty-cycle 
modulated isolation amplifiers is a ripple voltage on the 
output of the isolation amplifier. A large part of the ripple 
voltage is filtered by the output stage, however, a small 
amount is still present at the output. This ripple voltage 
varies from product to product (SmVp-p to 25mVp-p [typ]), 
and is dominated by the sample-hold droop and capacitive 
feed through in the output stage of the isolation amplifier. 
An example of ripple voltage noise is shown in Figure 5. 

Isolation Barrier 
I 

+V82 GND 2 -V 52 

FIGURE 3. The Basic Block Diagram of the ISOI03, 1SO107, 1SO113, 1SO120, 1SO121, and 1SO122 Isolation Amplifiers, 
which use Duty-Cycle Techniques to Transmit Signal Across the Isolation Barrier. 
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This ripple voltage noise can easily be eliminated by using 
a low pass R-C or active filter at the output of the isolation 
amplifier as shown in Figure 6. This two-pole. unity-gain. 
Sallen-Key type filter is designed with a Q = 1 and a 3dB 
bandwidth= 50kHz. The OPA602 is selected to preserve DC 
accuracy of the ISO 122. In Figure 6. the dynamic range of 
the ISO122 is changed from a typical 9-bit resolution to 
11-bit resolution (see AB-023). The ISO102 and ISO106 
isolation amplifiers have an active filter built into their 
outputs. This low pass filter provides a significant reduction 
in the ripple voltage. The remaining noise at the output of the 
isolation amplifier is spectral noise. If the ripple noise of the 
isolation amplifier is sufficiently reduced. the spectral nqise 
will begin to dominate. 

Spectral Noise 
The spectral noise. or wideband noise. is the second type of 
isolation amplifier device noise. This noise is generated by 
the jitter of the modulation process. In the case of the 
ISO102 and IS0106. the jitter is dominated by the time 
uncertainty of the one-shot. With the 1SO103. ISOl 13 and 
ISO 107 the jitter noise is dominated by the translation of 
voltage noise in the comparator. Spectral noise can be 
reduced by reducing the signal bandwidth, or again using a 
low pass filter at the output of the isolation amplifier. 
Another method of reducing the noise contribution from 
spectral noise as well as the ripple voltage noise is to use a 
pre-gain stage to the isolation amplifier. This technique is 
shown in Figure 7. By gaining the signal before it is 
transmitted across the isolation barrier. the signal-to-noise 
ratio will be improved. 

8 IS0102 

IS0106 

Offset 
Adjust -Vee, 

vco 

CONDUCTIVE NOISE AND ITS 
EFFECT ON ISOLATION AMPLIFIER SIGNALS 
The second source of noise, conductive noise, can be coupled 
into the signal path through the three paths as shown in 
Figure 8. Noise on the power supply lines is coupled into the 
signal through the supply pins and eventually to the signal 
path. Noise coming from the input of the isolation amplifier 
is transmitted directly across the barrier. And finally. a fast 
change in the voltage difference between the grounds of the 
isolated system can corrupt the signal a,nd in some cases give 
an erroneous .output 

Power Supply Noise 
Noise on the power supply lines can be coupled into the 
isolation amplifier through the supply pins. Isolation ampli
fiers require isolated supplies. typically DC/DC converters. 
DC/DC converters utilize high-frequency oscillators/drivers 
to transmit voltage information across a transformer barrier. 
The output stage of the DC/DC converters rectify. filter and 
in some instances regulate the output voltage. The output 
voltage has the desired DC component as well as remnants 
of the switching frequency in the form of a complex ripple 
voltage. The DC/DC converter regulation (or fack there ot) 
and switching frequency can have an effect on the perfor
mance of the isolation amplifier. In the cases where the 
isolation amplifier is self-powered (ISO103, ISO113. and 
ISO107), the DC/DC converter is synchronized with the 
isolation amplifier oscillator, however, it is unregulated. The 
system power supply performance should be evaluated and 
possibly a regulator chip added to the circuit on the system 

-Vccz Rof2 

FIGURE 4. The Basic Block Diagram of the ISO102 and ISO106. Isolation Amplifiers, which use Voltage-to-Frequency 
Modulation Techniques to Transmit Signal Across the Isolation Barrier. 
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side. The isolation amplifiers that are not self-powered 
(ISO102, ISO106, 1SO120, ISO121, and IS0122) require 
power be supplied by an external DC/DC converter or a 
battery. 

In the case where the noise on the power supply line is less 
than the bandwidth of the isolation amplifier, the noise 
manifests itself as a small signal offset voltage. The magni
tude of this error is specified in the data sheets of the 

FIGURE 5. The Unfiltered Output of the ISO122 Isolation 
Amplifier Showing Approximately a 20mVp-p 
Output Ripple. 

isolation amplifiers as power supply rejection (PSR). Usu
ally the contribution of a power supply rejection error is less 
than the ripple voltage that is generated by the demodulation 
process mentioned above. 

Power supply noise greater than the bandwidth of the isola
tion amplifier can come from several sources. Some of these 
sources can be the DC/DC converter switching frequency, 
switching noise from digital logic, switching noise from 
motors, or from the oscillator used in the isolation amplifier, 
to name a few. It is easy to assume that the isolation 
amplifier will filter out noise that is greater than its own 
bandwidth. That assumption is erroneous, because of aliasing 
between the power supply noise and the isolation amplifier's 
own oscillator. 

To illustrate this point, refer to the performance curve from 
the ISO122 data sheet shown in Figure 9. The x-axis repre
sents the power supply noise frequency. The left y-axis 
represents the ratio between voltage out to supply voltage in. 
The right y-axis represents the frequency of the output signal 
generated by the aliasing effect As illustrated, if a supply 
line has a switching frequency of 750kHz, there will be a 
noise ripple contribution at the output of the ISO122 of 
about -33dBm and the frequency component of that noise 
will be 250kHz, which can easily be filtered using methods 
illustrated in Figure 6. If the supply line has a switching 
frequency noise of 900kHz, there will be a noise ripple 

Output of OPA602 

FIGURE 6. The IS0122 Isolation Amplifier with a Two-Pole, Low Pass Filter to Reduce Ripple Voltage Noise. 
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contribution at the output of the ISO122 of about -20dBm 
with a frequency component of 50kHz. Since the typical 
bandwidth of the ISO 122 is 50kHz, this aliased noise will be 
difficult to filter without effecting the signal bandwidth. 

A danger zone for the power supply switching frequency 
noise in this example is a frequency band of ±50kHz around 
SOOkHz and multiples of SOOkHz. This is because the 
ISO122's bandwidth is S0kHz and the modulation/demodu
lation oscillation frequency for the IS0122 is SOOkHz. To 
complicate matters further, a DC/DC converter ripple volt
age will never have the frequency content of a simple sine 
wave, but rather a fairly complex summation of several 
frequencies, usually multiples of the fundamental frequency. 
If the DC/DC converter switching frequency is selected to 
be exactly the same frequency (or a multiple) of the modu
lation/demodulation oscillator frequency of the isolation 
amplifier, the aliasing phenomena will not be a problem. 
This, of course, is unrealistic because of lot to lot variances 

300pF 

DC Gain a -10VN 

Isolation 
Banter 

FIGURE 7. By Using a Pre-Gain Stage the Signal-to-Noise 
Ratio is Improved. In this Example the Signal
to-Noise Ratio is Improved by 20dB. 

and variations in temperature performance of both the 
DC/DC converter and the isolation amplifier. A small differ
ence between the two switching frequencies will generate 
low frequency noise in the signal path that is impossible to 
filter. 

There are two design issues taken into consideration when 
selecting the DC/DC converter switching frequency for a 
specific isolation amplifier. As an example, in the case of the 
ISO 122, an acceptable DC/DC switching frequency would 
be 400kHz. In this case, the difference between the DC/DC 
switching frequency and the isolation amplifier's oscillating 
frequency is lOOkHz. · The aliased noise will have a funda
mental frequency content of IOOkHz, which is easily filtered 
by the isolation amplifier. Additionally, the 5th harmonic of 
the DC/DC converter and the 4th harmonic of the ISOI22 
are equal. Generally, the amplitude of the DC/DC converter 
ripple having the frequency content of a higher harmonic is 
considerably smaller than that of lower harmonics. Signals 
aliased back from higher harmonic elements of the DC/DC 
converter's ripple voltage will be less. 

In cases where the isolation amplifier has voltage-to-fre
quency modulation topology (1S0102 and IS0106), the 
selection of the DC/DC converter becomes more difficulL 
The frequency modulation range of the ISO102 and ISO106 
is0.5MHz(V0 ur=-lOV) to 1.5MHz <Your= +IOV). In these 
applications, proper by-pass designs can help reduce noise 
caused by the switching frequency of the DC/DC converter. 

Figure 10 illustrates resistor-capacitor and inductor-capaci
tor decoupling networks that can be used to isolate devices 
from power supply noise. These networks are used to elimi
nate coupling between circuits, keep power-supply noise 
from entering the circuit and to suppress the reflected ripple 
current of the DC/DC converter caused by the dynamic 
current component at its switching frequency. When the 

Isolation 
Barrlor 

Power Supply 

Noise. 

fnput ---Ne---
Signal Path 

NoiN 

Power Supply 
Noise 

Isolation 
Ampllfior 

I 
I 
I 
I 

Translont 
Noiso 

.----Ne---• 

Pawor Supply 
Noise 

Outpu1 

Power Supply 
-V 82 Noise ----Ne---• 

FIGURE 8. The Three Sources of Conductive Noise in an Isolation Application are from the Power Supply Lines, the Signal 
Path and Between the Isolated Grounds. cA•BROWN~ BEIi Burr-Brown IC Applications Handbook 113 
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SIGNAL RESPONSE TO INPUTS 
GREATER THAN 250kHz 

100kHz 

260 

1~ ~a 
<-20 150 I 
,;;' -00 J.-+-4--~r+-!1-+-,f-,---'-\,-.+-+-#- ___ -t-l 100 u. 

0 500kHz 1MHz 

Input Frequoncy 

(NOTE: Shaded area Ghowo aliasing frequencies that 
cannot be rel\'IO'iod by a low•paao fillor at tho cutout.) 

1.5MHz 

FIGURE 9. Noise Rejection Perfonnance Curve of the 
1S0122. 

FIGURE 10. Suggested Pi-Filter Designs to Eliminate Power 
Supply Noise. 

R-C filter is used, the voltage drop in the resistor causes a 
decrease in power-supply voltage (see AB-024 for more 
details). The L-C circuit provides more filtering, especially 
at high frequencies, however, the resonant frequency of the 
network can amplify lower frequencies. If a resistor is 
placed in series with the inductor, this resonant frequency is 
auenuated. See Figure 11 for the frequency response and 
design equations of the L-C network. This by-pass design 
approach is known as a pi-filter. The filter should be posi
tioned on the PCB as close to the noise source as possible. 

Power supply noise can be reduced by one or a combination 
of four methods. First, the designer should carefully select 
the DC/DC converter according to its power performance 
and switching frequency. Second, filter the output of the 
isolation amplifier to eliminate high frequency noise. Third, 
use a pi-filter on the supply lines as close to the switching 
source as possible. And fourth, in some instances, an exter
nal synchronization pin on the isolation amplifier makes it 
possible to synchronize multiple channels of isolation am
plifiers to each other and the DC/DC power supplies. 
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0 1.0 

Operating Frequency 
to Resonant Froquoncy Rallo, f/fr 

10 

FIGURE 11. The L-C Pi-Filter Response and Design 
Formulas 

Input Slgnal Noise 
Noise in the signal path at the input of the isolation amplifier 
that is within the bandwidth of the isolation amplifier will be 
transmitted across the barrier with the desired signal. This 
type of noise is impossible to eliminate with a filter before 
or after the isolation amplifier and should be eliminated at its 
source. Typically, noise is coupled into the signal path 
where there is a metal trace with a high impedance node next 
to a metal trace where noise is present. 

Signal path noise that is above the bandwidth of the isolation 
amplifier may or may not be transmitted across the barrier. 
Using the performance curve of the ISO 122 in Figure 9, it is 
easy to deduce how much noise will be transmiued In this 
instance, the x-axis represents the input noise frequency. 
The left y-axis represents the ratio between voltage out to 
input voltage. The right y-axis represents the frequency of 
the output signal generated by the aliasing eff ecL If there is 
concern that there will be high frequency noise at the input 
of the isolation amplifier, usually a low pass filter before the 
isolation amplifier will reduce the effects of input noise 
aliasing into the signal bandwidth. 

High dV/dt Changes Between 
The Ground References Of The Isolation Barrier 

A third source of conductive noise for isolation applications 
is caused by the transients between the two ground refer
ences across the isolation barrier (as shown in Figure 12). 
The isolation mode voltage (IMV) is the voltage that appears 
across the isolation barrier between the input common and 
output common. A fault condition may directly apply high 
voltage AC to the isolated common, forcing AC current 
through the barrier capacitors. Finite isolation mode rejec
tion results in small output AC noise. Another specification 
that describes the ability of an isolation product to reject 
high transients between the grounds is called Transient 
Immunity (Tl). These transients most commonly occur in 
motor control applications. Transient Immunity is specified 
in volts per seconds. A high Transient Immunity indicates a 

BURR•m• 
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lsolatlon Wide- F11IIScale DC/DC Olltpllt 
Isolation lsolatlon llodo band Signal BandW!dlhl Number Rlpple.1:xlamal 

lsolatlon Signal Barrier Barrier ReJec:tlon Transient Noise Olltpllt SmallSlgnal ol FIiter Capacttorl 
Isolation Barrier-Type Modulation TestVollagaA lmpodartcet'l Ratloat6Cltz lmmurillyl'I Dtnlllyl'l Rlpplel'I BandW!dth DC/DC Frequtncyl'l 

MODEL Function (SlgnaVPower) Method kV 0/pF dB kVlµs µV/Hz mVp-p kffl/µs Chanriels mVp-p/µFlkHZ 

1$0103 Bui-DC/DC Cap/Mag Duly Cycle 4rrro 10E1219 130'' 1 4 25 2005 1 51111600 
1$0107 Bui-DC/DC Cap/Mag Duly Cycle Speak 10E11/13 100'' 0.006 4 20 20/75 1 10,CV1a:JO 
1$0113 Bui-DC/DC Cap/Mag OulyCyclo 4fms 10E1219 130'' 1 4 25 20/75 1 51111600 
1$0212 ~ Mag BalancodAM 1.2/m$111 1oe1a12 119'1 0.911 0.02 8 21400 1 10,1005 
3656 ~ Mag Ft,back 80C 10E12J6 112 0.11>l 0.117 5 1.31500 1 100'.47/900 
1$0100 ~ 0pto Unoar 2.50C 10E1212.5 109'' 1111 6 0 S/100 - -
1$0102 Buffet Cap Frequency 4rms 10E1.US 115 0.1 16 3 51100 - -
1$0106 BuffC!f Cap Frequency Speak 10E1.US 125 0.1 18 3 51100 - -
1$0120 Buffer Cap OulyCyclo 2.~11 10E14n 119'' I 4 10 20,50 - -
1$0121 Buffet Cap OulyCyclo 5.&!n711 10E14n 119°1 I 4 10 20i50 - -
1$0122 Buffet Cap OulyCyclo 2.41ffl$l'J 10E14n 140'' 1 4 10 20i50 - -

NOTES: {1) Typical. (2) Confonns with VDE884 partial discharge lost methods. (3) ValuG besod on limited evaluation; should be usod for comparison purposos only. 

greater ability to reject isolation mode voltage transients. If 
transient voltages between the grounds exceed the capabili
ties of the isolation amplifier, the input of the sensor ampli
fier may start to false trigger and the output will display 
spurious errors. Transient immunity is defined as the maxi
mum rate of change of IMV voltage that does not interfere 
with the normal transmission of information across the 
barrier. Errors due to high transients that are less than 1 % of 
the full scale range of the isolation amplifier are deemed to 
be within the normal transmission range. 

A high transient phenomena is easy to identify by tracking 
the difference between the grounds and correlating it to 
errors at the output of the isolation amplifier. If the transients 
are predictable, this error can be filtered from the signal by 
timing data collection at the output of the isolation amplifier 
to when the data is known to be valid. In addition, selecting 
an isolation amplifier with a high Transient Immunity speci
fication will reduce the errors caused by IMV transients. 

Isolation 
Barrier 

Your 

FIGURE 12. Transient Noise is Caused by High dV /dt 
Transients Between the Grounds of the Isola
tion Application. 

RADIATED NOISE 

Radiated noise is transmitted through air into high imped
ance nodes. Some isolation technologies are more sensitive 
to radiated noise interference than others. Radiated noise, 
also called EMI interference, can easily be identified as a 
riAA•BROWNC9 EIEII Burr-Brown IC Applications Handbook 

problem by experimenting with the proximity of a circuit to 
a radiating device or by experimenting with shielding tech
niques. There are numerous sources for radiated noise such 
as ground planes, power planes, metal traces in close prox
imity, switching networks, inductors, toroids, etc. The 
E-field or the B-field portion of the radiated field can have 
an effect on isolation amplifiers. Specifically, a high E-field 
in the vicinity of the capacitively coupled isolation amplifi
ers can effect the performance of the device. In near-field 
emission areas, transmission of radiated sources is propor
tional to the inverse cube distance. 

Radiated noise can transmit directly into the signal, usually 
through the capacitive barrier of the isolation amplifier. If 
the frequency content of the radiated noise is a multiple of 
the oscillating frequency of the isolation amplifier (plus or 
minus the bandwidth of the amplifier) the radiated noise will 
appear in the signal bandwidth. As an example, refer to 
Figure 9, using the left y-axis equal to the ratio of the output 
voltage of the isolation amplifier and the field strength of the 
radiate noise at the point of entry. Although it is difficult to 
quantify the field strength of a radiated signal at the point of 
entry, the concepts in Figure 9 still apply. In heavy fields, 
isolation amplifiers can produce signals outside of its linear 
region. 

Radiated noise can be identified as a problem by experi
menting with shielding or using a lOX scope probe to 
identify hot spots. Various metallic materials can be used for 
shielding as long as the metal is connected to a ground in the 
circuiL The most effective shielding material found in ex
perimentation is Mumetal, however, copper and even con
ductive tape have been used lo identify and eliminate prob
lem areas. 

CONCLUSION 

Noise problems in any application can be difficult to solve, 
particularly if the causes and effects are not known. When 
investigating a noise problem in an isolation application, one 
or a combination of three noise sources can be identified as 
responsible for a noisy output of the isolated amplifier. By 
understanding the source of noise, steps can be taken in 
layout and circuit design to significantly reduce noise errors 
to acceptable levels. 
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BOOST ISO120 BANDWiDTH TO MORE THAN 100kHz 

By R. Mark Siltt and Rod Buh (602) 746-7445 

There has been considerable demand for high-bandwidth 
isolation amplifiers. ,The highest bandwidth Burr-Brown 
ISO amps are the ISOlOO and the IS0120/121/122 family 
with bandwidths ofabout50kHz. The 1SO120/121 bandwidth 
can be boosted to more than 1 OOkHz by adding gain in the 
feedback. 

Adding gain in the feedback of the ISO120/12l increases 
bandwidth and decreases phase margin-see Figure 4. The 
ISO120 was designed with approximately 70° phase margin 
in the output stage for maximally flat magnitude response 
and a f-3clB bandwidth of approximately 50kHz. With a gain 
of 2.4VN in the feedback as shown in Figure 1, phase 
margin is decreased to · an acceptable ·45°. Due to gain 
peaking, the actual f_3dB bandwidth is increased to almost 
150kHz. With the addition of an input filter as shown in 
Figure 2, flat magnitude response with a bandwidth of 

greater than lOOkHz is obtained Since the added gain is 
within the ISO120 feedback loop, the overall gain of the 
isolation amplifier is unchanged (gain = 1). 

To verify the phase margin, analyze ~ step response of the 
Figure 1 · circuit (shown in the Scope Photo 1). The 25% 
overshoot translates to a damping factor of 0.4 and 45° phase 
margin. 

If the ISO 120 is used in the clocked mode, maximum 
bandwidth is de~rinined by the clock frequency. For 150kHz 
bandwidth and 45° phase margin with a gain of 2.4VN in 
the ISO 120 feedback, the clock frequency should be 500kHz. 
Lower clock frequencies will result in reduced phase margin 
and possible instability. Higher clock frequencies will result 
in better phase margin, but clock frequencies above 700kHz 
arc not recommended. 

+4.5Vto+18V ,----------..----v +15V 
-.··-f ..... ·--'.··•-:-·+·•~:-:--.: -·· ~. . .... J\ ! · I · 1 · .. : · I··· l •. ..J~. 

t. ... 1_._.L.J_.J._.J_[_J_ . ....l .. t __ 
. ' ' I , i I ' ; .. : 'i : : i I II: I !.-... ' ... ---.. · ...•.... 1 ......... • ......... • ........ .! .................... · ................ . 

. • ,. i l , , ! I· i 

tT Li-=:c .. tb_::id-· 
! i __ ! -H~;l i tJ; 
Stop response of Flguro 1 cireuit showing 25% ovonlhool 
which translates Into 45° phase-margin. 

AGURE 1. ISO120 with f_3dB Bandwidth Boosted to Approximately 150kHz . 

+4.SV lo +18V ..--------------0 +15V 
A.. 

10k0 

Stop responso of Agure 2 circuit. 

FIGURE 2. 1S0120 with Aat Magnitude Response and f_JdB Bandwidth Boosted to More Than lOOkHz. 
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IEIEII AB-01::?A 117 



For Immediate Assistance, Contact Your Local Salesperson 

Adding gain in the feedback of the IS0120 can also increase 
its slew rate and full-power response. So long as the op amp 
providing gain in the feedback has adequate slew rate, the 
2V /µs slew rate of the ISOl 20 is multiplied by its gain. 
When using an OPA602 with a gain of 2.4VN in the 
feedback, the 30kHz 20Vp-p full-power response of the 
ISO120 is increased to more than 70kHz. Driving the OPA602 
input below about -12V will cause signal inversion and 
possible circuit lock-up. The 4700/back-to-back zener net
work prevents possible lock-up by keeping the op amp input 
from being driven beyond its linear common-mode input 
range. 

The addition of an input filter to compensate for the gain 
peaking, as shown in Figure 2, gives a flat magnitude 
response of more than lOOkHz. In addition to the gain of 

A: TIA (dB) 8:8 
,__A max 9.000dB 

8 max 180.0deg 

2.4V N amplifier in the feedback, a simple 80kHz input 
filter formed by C1 and R, is inserted at the input The lOkO 
input resistor, R,, decreases the ISO 120 gain by about 5%. 
A matching l0ldl resistor in the feedback. R

4
, restores gain 

accuracy. The step response for the Figure 2 circuit is shown 
in the scope photo. 

The Gain vs Frequency Plot, Figure 3, compares the 
response of the Figure 1 and Figure 2 circuits, to the standard 
ISO 120. The top plot is the Figure 1 circuit showing about 
+ 3dB magnitude peaking and almost lS0kHz f_3dB bandwidth. 
The center plot is the Figure 2 circuit with the 80kHz input 
filter. The magnitude response is flat with an f_

348 
bandwidth 

greater than 1 OOkHz. The bottom plot shows the standard 
ISO 120 circuit with an f_3<18 bandwidth of about S0kHz. 

- +3d8 --~- r--.. r--.../1 

101cHz 

A/Div 
BMin 
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-180.0 
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I'--~"' ~ --
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"' ~ ['...~ \ ~ 
3/ ""' 
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Gain vs Frequency plol comparing: 1) Figure 1 circuit Ghowlng almost 150kHz ,_ bandwidth wi1h +3dB gain peaking, 2) Figure 2 clrcull shoNlng flat 
magnitude response and more than 100kHz ,_ bandwidth, and 3) standard IS0120 showing SOkHz ,_ bandwidth. 

FIGURE 3. Gain vs Frequency Plot 
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1SO120#121 DemodUlatorSectlon 

1µa Gain External 
Unoar Blodc Gain '1110 
Oolay Ga2ir Blodc 

-=- G=2.4VN 
or 

Shoft(G a 1) 

Tho output demodulator section of tho IS01201121/122 conslata of lho fntGgmtOf loop shown. Thia toc:hnlquo can nol be appllod to lho ISO122 becau8o 
tho foodback connection Is not avallablo oxtomaly. Stability Is dOlormlnod by tho phase ma~n at tho opon-loop response unity gain point, fuia. 
Tho unfly-gain frequoncy Is: 

8.28 • gall\xy 
fuo = 2 • ff (200k0) • (150pF) .. 33kHz • gall\xy 

Tho phaao margin is appR»dmatod by: 
180° - 90" tan"' (fw/275kHz) 1µa • fuia • 380" 

'---.---I 
200kQ, 150pF higher order samplolhold 

Integrator poles dolay" 

*Tho sample/hold delay Is 1/(2 • rroq_). For a 500kHz clock froquoncy, tho dolay Is 1µa. Tho free-running clock frequency la approximately 500kHz. 

For~=1: 
fua a 33kHz. Phaso Margin a 7'1', and 

,_ .. 50kHz 

For gafnu, = 2.4: 
fuo = 80kHz, phallO margin ., 45", and 
,_ a 150kHz with +3cl8 gain peaking at 80kHz. 

FIGURE 4. Analysis of ISO120/121 Demodulator Section. 

The information provided heroin la believed to be rolfablo; however, BURR-BROWN assumes no responsibility for lnaccumcles or omissions. BURR-BROWN asuumoa 
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SYNCHRONIZATION OF ISO120/121 ISOLATION AMPLIFIERS 

By Rod Burt and R. Mark Stitt (602) 746-7445 

Internal clock circuitry in the IS0120/121 precision isola
tion amplifier (ISO amp) can be synchronized to an external 
clock signal. Synchronization to an external clock can be 
used to eliminate beat· frequencies in multichannel systems 
or for rejection of specific AC signals and their harmonics
see the ISO120/121 product data sheet. PDS-820. 

The external clock signal' can be directly connected to the 
ISO120/121 if it is a sine or triangle wave of the proper 
amplitude. At clock frequencies above 400kHz, a square 
wave external clock can also be directly connected to the 
IS0120/121. Other clock signals can be used with the 
addition of the signal conditioning circuit shown in Figure 2. 

SYNCHRONIZING TO A SINE 
OR TRIA~GLE WAVE EXTERNAL CLOC~ 
The ideal external clock signal for the· 1S0120/121 is a ±4V 
sine wave or ±4V, 50% duty-cycle triangle wave. The ext osc 
pin of the 1S0120/121 can be cbiven directly with a ±3V to 
±SV sine or 25% to 75% duty-cycle triangle wave and the 
ISO amp's internal modulator/demodulator circuitry will 
synchronize to the signal. 

Optional External 
Modulator 
Capacitor 

c 1, c 1 1so12on21 
EXTERNAL CLOCK MODULATOR,DEMODULATOR 

FREQUENCY RANGE EXTERNAL CAPACITOR 

400kHz to 700kHz none 
200kHz to 400kHz 600pF 
100kHz to 200lcHz 1000pF 
50lcHz to 100kHz 2200pF 
20kHz to 50kHz 4700pF 
10kHz to 20kHz 0.01µf 
6kHz to 10kHz 0.022µf 

.TABLE I. Recommended IS0120/121 External Modulator/ 
Demodulator Capacitor Values vs External Clock 
Frequency. 

EXTERNAL CLOCK 
FREQUENCY RANGE c. 

400kHz to 700kHz 30pF 
200kHz to 400kHz 180pF 
100kHz to 200kHz 680pF 
50kHz to 100kHz 1800pF 
20kHz to SOkHz 3300pF 
10kHz to 20kHz 0.01µf 
6kHz to 10kHz 0.022µf 

T ~LE II. Recommended <; Values vs Frequency for 
Figure 2 CircuiL 

Optional Extomal 
Domodulator 

Capacitor 

FIGURE 1. 1SO120/121 Block Diagram Showing Internal Clamp and-Filter Circuitry at the Ext Osc Pin. 
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Synchronizing to signals below 400kHz requires the addi- . 
tion of two external capacitors to the·IS0120/121. Connect ' 
one capacitor in parallel with the internal modulator capacitor 
and connect the other capacitor in parallel with the internal 
demodulator capacitor as shown in Figure 1. 

The value of the exterqal ~lator capacitor, C1, depends 
on the frequency of the external clock signal. :Table I lists 
recommended values. 

The value of the external demodulator capacitor, C
2
, de.::. 

pends on the value of the external modulator capacitor. To 
assure stability, c2 must be greater_ than 0.8. cl. A larger 
value for C2 will decrease bandwidth and improve stability: 

: : 1.2 ' - -
. f_3dB = 200W O?OpF + C~ .. 

Where: 
f.:3clB = -3dB bandwidth of ISO amp with external C2 (Hz) 
C2 = External demodulator capacitor (F) 

For example, with C2 = O.OlµF, the f-JdB bandwidth1 of the 
ISO120/121 is appr~ximately 600Hz. . . . 

SYNCHRONIZING TO A 400kHz TO 700kHz 
SQUARE-WAVE ·EXTERNA~ CLOCK 
At frequencies above 400kHz, an· µitemal clamp and fih~r 
provides signal conditioning so . that a sq~-wave signal 
can be used to directly drive the ISO 120/121. A square-wave 
external clock signal can be used to directly. drive the 
IS0120/121 ext osc pin if: the signal is in the 400kH;i;_ ~ 
700kHz frequency range with a 25% to 75% duty cycle: and 
±3V to ±20V level. Details of the internal clamp and filter 
circuitry are shown in Figure ~-

SYNCHRONIZING TO A 10% TO 90% 
DUTY-CYCLE EXTERNAL c,ocK 
With the addition of the signal_fOnditioning circuit shown in 
Figure 2, any 10% to 90% duty-cycle square-wave signal 
can be used to drive the ISO120/121 ext osc pin. With the 

. values shown, the circuit can be driven by a 4Vp-p TTL 
signal. For a higher or lower voltage input, increase or 
decrease the lk.Q resistor, Rx, proportionally. e.g. for a ±4V 
squ~ wave (8Vp-p) Rx should be increased to 2W. 

The value of<; used in the Figure 2 circuit depends on the 
frequency of the external clock signal. Table II shows 
recommended capacitor values. 

Note: For external clock frequencies below 400kHz, exter
nal modulator/demodulator capacitors are required on the 
1s0120,121 as 1>eroi:e. 

10k0 

111F. 
9-:-l 1--,/\J'V'--+--4 

SqWavoln 

FIGURE 2~ Square Wave to Triangle Wave Signal Condi
tioner for Driving ISO120/121 Ext Osc Pin., . 

I 
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SINGLE-SUPPLY OPERATION OF ISOLATION AMPLIFIERS 

By Rod Burt and R. Mark Stitt (602) 746-7445 

For simplicity, many systems are designed to operate from a 
single external power supply. In battery powered systems 
such as aircraft and automotive, it's often a requirement 
Isolation amplifiers such as the ISO120 and IS0122 can be 
easily modified for input side single-supply operation with 
the addition of an INAlOS difference amplifier. With ISO 
amps, it's the isolated input side power supply which most 
often needs to be single supply. The output side of the ISO 
amp uses a split ±15V power supply, allowing a full ±l0V 
output swing. 

The difference amplifier has advantages as compared to 
traditional single-supply amplifiers. The inputs of a differ
ence amplifier can swing to both the positive and negative 
power-supply rails. In fact, in the application shown in 
Figures 1 and 2, the input range of the circuit extends 
approximately 2V below ground (the negative power supply 
rail). This is because the resistors internal to the INA105 
divide the input level in half as seen by the op amp. 
The technique is illustrated in Figures 1 and 2 using the 
1SO120 and 1SO122. These ISO amps are specified for 
operation from dual supplies as low as ±4.SV and can be 
operated with a total single power supply voltage as low as 
9V. The circuit shown is designed for operation from a single 
+15V power supply. This allows a 0V to +SV input range. 

INA105 
Difference Amp 

NOTE: (1) SGIOCI to match Rs. 

7 

The most common application is for a single ended input 
referred to ground as shown. For a differential input, pin 2 
can be connected to a second input instead of ground. This 
provides a 0V to 5V differential input with common-mode to 
either rail. 

To understand how the circuit works, consider the operation 
of the IN Al 05 difference amplifier. The cliff erence amplifier 
forces its output (pin 6) relative to its reference (pin 1) to be 
equal to the differential input (pin 3 - pin 2). The difference 
amplifier reference pin and the ISO amp common are held at 
approximately 5.1 V by the lOk.O resistor and the zener 
diode. This pseudo ground establishes an arbitrary accept
able operating point for the ISO amp. The difference ampli
fier then translates its input, relative to true ground, up to the 
5.lV pseudo· groµ.nd. In other words, a 0V to 5V input 
between pins 3 and 2 of the INA105 is seen as a 0V to 5V 
signal at the ISO amp input. 
Isolated power is often at a premium and both the ISO120/ 
122 and the INA105 operate on relatively low power. Common 
zener diodes, on the other hand, may require several mA for 
proper operation. The 1N4689 zener diode specified is a low 
level type designed for applications requiring low operating 
currents. It has a sharp breakdown voltage specified at a low 
S0µA. 

V81 (+15V) 

IN4689 
5.1V -Va (-15V) 

FIGURE 1. Single Supply Operation of the 1SO122 Isolation Amplifier. 
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V81 (+15V) 

7 

NOTE: (1) Seled to match Rs, 

FIGURE 2. Single Supply Operation of the IS0120 Isolation Amplifier. 

The accuracy of the INA105 difference amplifier relies on 
careful resistor ratio matching (~IR,= R/RJ· Any source 
impedance of the signal (R.

5
) adds to the difference resistor 

(~). For low source impedances, the error is acceptable. For 
better accuracy at higher source impedances, a compensating 
resistor (RJ can be added to restore the ratio matching. The 
resistors in the INA105 are 25k.O. For 0.1% gain accuracy, 
no compensating resistor is required with source impedances 
up to 250. For source impedances up to 2.Sk.Q, use a 
compensating resistor which matches ~ within 1 %. If the 
source impedance is not known exactly, a trim pot can be 
used to adjust gain accuracy. 

For operation with source impedances greater than 2.Sk.O, a 
unity-gain-connected single-supply op amp can be added to 
buffer the input as shown in Figure 3. Although the input 

VIN 

INA105 
Difference Amp 

7 

range of the OPA1013 single-supply op amp includes the 
negative rail, its output can not quite swing all the way to the 
rail. The negative swing limit of this circuit is therefore 
mlOOmV-still adequate in many applications. 

For an instrumentation amplifier (IA) front end, the other 
half of the0PA1013 can be connected to the inverting input 
of the INA105 (pin 2) as shown in Figure 4. · 
For a true single-supply ISO amp with high impedance 
differential inputs, the circuit shown in Figure 5 can be used 
In this circuit, the inputs-and therefore the outputs-of the 
OPA1013s are level-shifted up a V 86 with a matched pair of 
PNP input transistors. The transistors are biased as emitter 
followers by a pair of 1 OOµA current sources contained in the 
REF200 dual current source. 

V81 (+15V) 

10k0 

IN4689 
5.1V 

+Vsz (+15V) 

FIGURE 3. Single Supply (almost-see text), High Input Impedance Isolation Amplifier. 
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The circuits shown in this bulletin were designed for OV to 
SV operation from a single +lSV power supply. With re
duced range, operation from a lower voltage is feasible. For 
higher input range the circuit can be operated from a higher 
supply voltage. Table 1 shows the ranges obtainable for 
selected power supplies. 

INPUT RANGE INPUT RANGE INPUT RANGE 
v. FIGURES1,2 FIGURES3,4 FIGURES 
(V) Ml'II (V) I'll (Y)l'II 

20+ -2to+10 0.1 to +10 -0.3to+10 
15 -2 lo +5 0.1 to +5 -0.3to+5 

'" 
12 -210+2 0.1 to+2 -0.3to+2 

Noto: (1) Since lho ampifior la unity gain, lhe Input rango Is alao the output 
range. Tho output can go to -2V slnco the outpul aectlon of the ISO amp 
operates from dual suppliea. 

TABLE 1. Single-Supply ISO Amp Input Range vs Power 
Supply. 

v,, (+15V) 

10k0 

I~ 
5.1V 

+Va (+15V) 

FIGURE 4. Single Supply (almost-see text), Isolation Amplifier with High-Impedance Differential Inputs. 

V81 (+15V) 

10k0 +VS2 (+15Y) 

-V92 (-15V) 

FIGURE S. Single Supply Isolation Amplifier with High-Impedance Differential Inputs. 
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For a single-supply ISO amp_with higher common-mode
voltage differential inputs, an INA117 high common-mode 
voltage difference amplifier can be substiblted for the IN Al 05 
difference amplifier as shown in Figure 6. With a + 15V 

7 

power supply, the input common mode range is appro~:. 
mately +125V, -50V. With a +12V supply, the input com
mon mode range is approximately ±50V. Differential input 
range remains as shown in Table ·1 for Figures 1 and 2. 

Vs1 (+15V) 

FIGURE 6. Single Supply Isolation Amplifier with High Common~Mode Range Differential Inputs. 

Thelnformatlonpnwldadhetalnlabollovodtoberallable;howovor,BURR-BROWNassumoonorosponslbilllyforlnaccuracloooromlsslona.BURR-BROWNaasurnes 
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without notlco. No patent rights or llconaeo to any of tho clrcu!la doocribod horoln are lmpllod or granted to anythid party. BURR-BROWN does no1 authorize orwanant 
any BURR-BROWN produd for uoo In lifo support devices and/or oyatoma. 

··• Burr-Brown IC Applications Handbook 125 



For Immediate Assistance, Contact Your Local Salesperson 

BURR·BROWN®APPLICATION BULLETIN I l3 B I Malllng Addrellfil: PO Box 11400 • Tuc11on, AZ 85734 • Street Addrose: 6730 S. Tuceon Blvd.• Tuc11on, AZ 85706 
•----------• Tel: (602) 746-1111 • Twx: 910-952•111 • Telex: 066-6491 • FAX (602) 889-1510 • Immediate Product Info: (800) 548-6132 

SIMPLE OUTPUT FILTER ELIMINATES 
ISO AMP OUTPUT RIPPLE AND KEEPS FULL BANDWIDTH 

By Mark Stitt (602) 746-7445 

The ISO120/121/122 isolation amplifiers (ISO amps) have a 
small (10-20mVp-p typ) residual demodulator ripple at the 
outpuL A simple filter can be added to eliminate the output 
ripple without decreasing the SOkHz signal bandwidth of the 
ISO amp. 

+3 

0 

-3 

in -9 
~ 
C 
iii 
CJ -15 

GAIN w FREQUENCY 

- !'°'~ 

2 

~I", l/1 

' i'~ 
, 

I\ I/ , 
\ 
\ 

The ISO120/121/122 is designed to have a SOkHz single
pole (Butterworth) signal response. By cascading the ISO 
amp with a simple SOkHz, Q = 1, two-pole, low-pass filter, 
the overall signal response becomes three-pole Butterworth. 
The result is a maximally flat SOkHz magnitude response 
and the output ripple reduced below the noise level. -21 \ 

Figure 1 shows the complete circuiL The two-pole filter is a 
unity-gain Sallen-Key type consisting of~.~.~. C1, and 
C2• The values shown give Q = 1 and r_JdB bandwidth= SOkHz. 
Since the op amp is connected as a unity-gain follower, gain 
and gain accuracy of the ISO amp are unaffected . Using a 
precision op amp such as the OPA602 also preserves the DC 
accuracy of the ISO amp. 

Figure 2 compares the magnitude response of the standard 
and filtered ISO amp. Figures 3 and 4 show the output ripple 
improvemenL Figures S and 6 show the good step response 
of both the standard and filtered ISO amp. 

' \ 
-27 

2k 5k 10k 20k 50k 100k 200k 
FroQuoncv (Hz) 

1) Slandard IS0122 haa 50kHz single-pole (Butterworth) ro
aponse. 

2) IS0122 with caacadoc:I 50kHz, Q a 1, two-polo, low•pasa 
flllor has three-polo Butterworth responSG. 

FIGURE 2. Gain vs Frequency PloL 

Cz 
1000pF 

NOTE: Cascading tho 50kHz slnglo-polo response 1S0122 with a 50kHz, Q = 1, two-polo, low-pass 
flltor producoa an overall throo•polo Butterworth responso and eliminates output ripple. 

FIGURE 1. ISO122 with Output Filter for Improved Ripple. 

Tho information provided herein Is bollovod to be rollablo: howovcr, BURR-BROWN anumoa no rosponslbllilyforlnaccuracloa oromlsaiona. BURR-BROWN a=urnos 
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without notlco. No patent rights or llconsoa to any of the circuits dOGCribod h81'o!n ara lmpllod orgrantod to any third party. BURR-BROWN doos not authorizo orwanant 
any BURR-BROWN product for uso In lifo support dovicoa and/or ayiitoma. 
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FIGURE 3. Standard ISO122 (approximately 20mVp-p 
output ripple). 

FIGURE 4. Filtered ISOl22 (no visible output ripple). 
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FIGURE 5. Step Response of Standard ISO122. FIGURE 6. Step Response of ISO122 with Added Two
pole Output Filter. 

. : : ~ii',.' 

filli_:=:E[O __ :J:_]_:::·IJ,:~ 
' I l : I I ! i 1 

: i I I 1 

~i J.l=l-=:f. :::_.·• /._J:. J< 
i i i 1 5V 1 1 U Oj;S 
I . __ l t ! 1 ! , 

NOTE: Ripple Is elimlnatGd from the output wavoform by tho fillor. 

FIGURE 7. Large-signal. lOkHz Sine-wave Response of 
BURR• G ISO 122 with and without Output Filter. 
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VERY.LOW COST.ANALOG ~SOLATION WITH POWER 
By Mark Stitt (602) 746-7445 

'':. .: ; 

You can ~e a low-cos~.precisipn ~analog isolation ampli
fier (ISO amp) with. powe,; by. ~mbyiihg the 1s9122 low
cost ISO amp with the HPRll7 Iow-cost DCJo~:rconverter. 
With isolated signal and isolated power iri separate p~ges, 
complete application flexibility is assured · 

The IS01~ features: . , 
• Unity gain (±lOV In to ±lOV Out): ±0.05% 
• 0.02% max nonlinearity 
• SmA _quiescent current 
•.14Qcl1fisolation mode,rejection·aJ 60Hz · 
•.fSOOV.~ continuous'isobµi~n qtlng (100% t,es~) . . ,, ,, 

The IIPR117 features: · . 
.'.your:= VIN' ±5% (V~ = 13~ to 16.SV, ~=:= 2SmA) 
•I~= 25~ (7SOmW) .~ontinuous at 85°C • 
• SmA quiescent current, no load 
• 80% efficiency, full load 
• Low output ripple 
• 7SOVDCisolation rating ~ 

vtNo-----------
rnpu1 o-- _ _., _ _.,__...,___,....., 
Gnd 

Aux!Hary 
lsolalod 
Powor 
OulpUt 

+15V, 20mA 0----+-----t----' 

FIGURE 1. Output-Side Powered ISO Amp. 
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'OUTPUT~SIDE P~WERED ISO AMP 
'Tlie;mos~ co~nly osett ~SO amp CQnfiguratio11 is shown 
1 in F18ure 1. BQth the ISO amp_and the DC/DC converter are 
po\\'.c;red at' Jlie .output si~trnf the ISO amp. The HP.R117 is 
· connected to.+ 15V and gI"Qund. The 1S0122 is connected to 
±15V and ground. The power-supply connections for the 
input side of the ISO amp are connected directly to the 
HPRl 17 outpuL No bypass capacitors are needed. The 
HPRl 17 has built-in 0.33µF bypass capacitors on both the 
. input and outputs. · · · · 

: Th.~ isolated±l5V power QUtp~ff~m th~ ,HPRl 17 can·also 
be~·usecHot·._~cillary input-side ~,i,rcuitry su~ as input 
amplifiers,,1m~ references~ The -I.S0122 input section con
sumes about'±SmA. ~- aclifitional :l.'lOmA.is•available for 
. other tjrcuitry.. · 

~ ~· .. ~ ... - ' ' • I 

INPUT•,SIDE.
1
POWERED iso AMP 

S~~ apl)li~atio~ call f~; outpu:t-side isolation as show in 
Figure 2. Isolated ±15V, ~ atµtiliary, power is available 
:on the output side for ancill3!)',clrcuitry. 
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½NO-----t-------, 

-15Vu-------

FIGURE 2. Input-Side Powered ISO Amp. 

VIN 

Input 
Gnd 

AwdBary 
laolatod 
Power 
Output 

+15V,20mA 

-15V.20mA 

FIGURE 3. Powered ISO Amp with Three-Port Isolation. 

THREE PORT ISO AMP 
Some applications call for three-port isolation as shown in 
Figure 3. Both the input and output side of the ISO amp are 
isolated from the power-supply connection. Isolated ±ISV, 
20mA auxiliaxy power is available on both the input and 
output side of the ISO amp. 

6 

-----------~-1sv,2omA , 

Awdllary 
lsolatQd 
Power 

. OUlput 

.__ ________ --o Vo 

+15V Gnd 

6 

ADD RC FILTER TO POWER 
SUPPLY OUTPUT FOR LOW, NOISE 

-15V.20mA 

+16V,20mA 

Auxiliary 
lsolalGd 
Power 
·0u1pu1 

Output 
Gnd 

Vo 

Although perfonnance is good using the 1SO122 connected 
directly to the HPR117, best performance can be achieved 
with additional filtering. The output ripple of the HPRl 17 
can interact with the ISO122 modulator/demodulator cir-
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FIGURE 4. Oscilloscope Photograph Showing Typical 
HPR117 Power Supply Ripple (bottom trace) 
and Typical 30kHz. 30mVp-p Noise at the 
ISO122 Output Due to Aliasing of Power Sup
ply Ripple. 

500 

VIN 

Input 
Gnd 

Awdllaly 
lsolatod 
Powor 
Output 

+15V,20mA 

-15V,20mA 

cuitry through the power-supply pins resulting in an aliased 
noise signal within the signal bandwidth of the ISO amp. 
The 30kHz. 30mVp-p upper trace in Figure 4•s scope photo 
is a typical example. The lower trace in the scope photo is 
the HPR117 output ripple with the ISO122 plus a 2k!l load. 
Adding simple R. C filters in the outputs from the HPRl 17 
as shown in Figure 5 eliminates the problem. 

The R.C filter shown in Figure S can also be used with either 
the Figure 1 or Figure 2 circuit. Since the DC/DC converter 
can induce a substantial amount of ripple on input-side 
connections. filters may still be needed on both the input
side and output-side power supply connections of the IS0122 

· to prevent noise due to signal aliasing. 

The filter resistors will degrade the load regulation of the 
DC/DC converters. In addition to the specified HPR 117 load 
regulation. there will be an additional SOmV /mA drop through 
the 500 filter resistors. Although this results in only a 1.25V 
drop at the full-rated 25mA output. you may want to use 
smaller value resistors and commensurately larger value 
filter capacitors if power-supply sensitive ancillary circuitry 
is needed 

+15V Gnd 

500 

-15V,20mA 

+15V.20mA 

Auxiliary 
laolalod 
Powor 
Output 

Output 
Gnd 

Vo 

FIGURE S. Three-Port Isolation Amplifier with R. C Power Supply Filters (eliminates power-supply induced noise). 
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VIN 

Input 
Gnd 

Auxiliary 
Isolated 
Powot 
Output 

o.0111F 0.01pF 

+9V, 6mA 0-------1--------' 

-9V, 5mAo-------------' 

NOTE: (1) 112 MC1458 low-cost dual op amp. 

+15V Gnd 

6 

o.0111F o.0111F 

-9V,5mA 

+9V,5mA 

Auxiliary 
Isolated 
Powe, 
Output 

L-----+-----00~p~ 
Gnd 

L..------------0 Vo 

FIGURE 6. Power Supply Regulation in Three-Port Isolation Amplifier (eliminates power-supply induced noise and improves 
power-supply rejection). 

ADD REGULATION FOR IMPROVED 
POWER-SUPPLY REJECTION 

Output ripple can be eliminated and power-supply rejection 
of the three-port isolation amplifier can be improved as 
shown in Figure 6. The circuit consists of a dual 100µ.A 
current source (the REF200) driving 90.9k.O resistors to set
up a ±9.09V reference. An inexpensive dual op amp (e.g. 
Motorola MC1458) is connected as a unity-gain follower to 

buffer the reference and drive the ISO 122. With this circuit, 
the power-supply rejection is improved from a typical 2mV/ 
V to less than±lmV for afull 14V to 16.SV inputchange
(0.4mVN). 

When using the Figure 6 circuit, ISO amp output swing will 
be reduced. The ISO122 output swing is ±12.SV typ, ±l0V 
min on ±15V supplies. With the ±9V regulated supplies, 
output swing will be ±6.SV typ, ±4V min. 

Tho lnfonnatlon provided hefeln la bollovod to bo rellablo: holvevor, BURR-BROWN assumoa no reaponslblllly for lnaccuracloa or omissions. BURR-BROWN as:umea 
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AN ERROR ANALYSIS OF THE ISO102 
IN A SMALL SIGNAL MEASURING APPLICATION 

High accuracy measurements of low-level signals in the 
presence of high isolation mode voltages can be difficult due 
to the errors of the isolation amplifiers themselves. 

This error analysis shows that when a low drift operational 
amplifier is used to preamplif y the low-level source signal, 
a low cost, simple and accurate solution is possible. 

In the circuit shown in Figure 1, a 50mV shunt is used to 
measure the current in a 500VDC motor. ,The OPA27 
amplifies the S0mV by 200X to lOV full scale. The output 
of the OP A27 is fed to the input of the ISO 102, which is a 
unity-gain isolation amplifier. The Sk.O. and lk.Q potentiom
eters connected to the ISO102 are used to adjust the gain and 
off set errors to zero as described in the ISO 102 data sheet. 

SOME OBSERVATIONS 
The total errors of the op amp and the iso amp combined are 
approximately 0.6% of full-scale range. If the op amp had 
not been used to preamplify the signal, the errors would have 
been 74.4% of FSR. Clearly, the SQlllll cost of adding the op 
amp buys a large performance improvement. 

After gain and offset nulling, the dominant errors of the iso 
amp are gain nonlinearity and power supply rejection. Thus, 
well regulated supplies will reduce the errors even further. 

Therms noise of the IS0102 with a 120Hz bandwidth is 
only 0.18mVrms, which is only 0.0018% of the lOV full. 
scale output. Therefore, even though the 16µ.VNHz noise 
spectral density specification may appear large compared to 
other isolation amplifiers, it does not turn out to be a 
significant error tenn. It is worth 'noting that even if the 
bandwidth is increased to 1 0kHz. the noise of the iso amp 
would only contribute 0.016% FSR error. 

+15V~npu1 :..1sv Power Supply .. 

+Vee, -Vee, 

+15V 

...._....,....:..:...:;.,- -15V 

+Vccz 

+500VOC 

A, 
200kO 

+15V 

Input Common 

V0 a SOmVDC (FS) 

DCMolor 

FIGURE 1. S0mV Shunt Measures Current in A 500VDC Motor. 
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THE ERRORS OF THE OP AMP. AT 2S"C (Referred to Input, RTI) 

V1ccPA1"v0 [1-
1
+ 

1
1 ] +v 09 [1+~] +lc,R1 +PSR+Nolse 

ISAvoL .· : ., 

V1P'AI = Total Op Amp Error (RTI) .. , 

V0 ,. Differential Vollago (Fun Scale) Acroaa Shunt 

[
1-~] .. Gain Error D~ to ~nlle:~ Loop Gain 

1
• IS AYOL 

IS = Foedback Facto, 
Awa. = Open Loop Gain at Signal Froquoncy 
Vos= lnpu1 Offaet Voltage 
'9 = Input Blas CUrront 
PSR = Power Supply Rejec:tlon (p.VN) (Alloumlng a 20% chango with :t15V supp[leo. Total Offill' la twice that duo toono supply.) 

Noise= SnVl'IRi (lot 1k0 sourco resistance and.1kHz bandwidth) 

ERRORIO'AI (RTI) GAIN ERROR OFFSET' ·'PSR NOISE' 

v,ICl'AI •50m+-' 1 ]· ' ' 1+ 1 
[ o.02smv(1+ ~ )+40x1cr4' x103]. + [20µVN X 3V X 2) + (SnW120 (nVrms)) 

. 106 /200 

0.01mV + [0.0251 mV + 0.04mV] + 

Error as % of FSR ·0.02% +, [0.05% + 0.08%) + 

After Nulllng 
0.01mV + (0mV+OmV] + 
0.13mV 

Error aa % of FSRC11 0.02% + (0%+0%) + 
0.26% of 60mV , I, 

NOTE: (1) FSR a FuD-scalo Rango. 50mV a1 Input to op amp, or 10V at Input (and outpu1) of ISO amp. 

THE ERRORS OF THE ISO AMP AT 25"C (RTI) 

1 [V . . ] VE(lSO) = - .!lli2. + Vos +GE+ Nonlinearity+ PSR + Nobo 
200 IMR . · · 

VaflOI "'Total ISO Amp Error 
!MR = Isolation Modo Rejocllon 
V08 = Input OffGGt Voltage 
V"° = V.,,, a lllOlatlon Vollago ,. lsolatlon Mode Vollago 
GE = Gain Error (% of FSA) 

o.12mv + 65nVrma 

, 0.24% + 0.00011% 

0.12mV + 55nVrma 

0.24% +. 0.00011% 

Nonlinearity a Peak-to-peak deviation of output voltage from boat.ffi straight lino. It la oxprosaod as ralio baaed on full-scalo range. 
PSR = Chango In Vo/10V x Supply Chango . ' , ' ' 

I :." Spodral nolao donsityx ~- It la recom~endod that bandwidth ~ llmlt~ to twice m~um signal ~h for optlmu~ dynamic I . 
ERROR11101 (RTI) 

·V1PQ1 

Error as % of FSRI'' 

After Nulllng 
v,Pol 

Error aa % of FSA 

I IMR Vos , 

1 [500VOC 
= 200 140dB + 70mV 

1 
[ 0.05mV + 70mV · "200 

= 1 [ 0.0005% + 0.7% 
200 

1 
[ O.OSmV .. 200 + OmV 

1 37.2mV "200 

1 
[· 0.19mV 

=- 0.0005% + 
= 200 0.37% of 50mV 

0% 

VIIO'A) 
0.13mV 
0.32mV 

0.64% of 50mV 

+ ... v,IIM'I 
+ 0.19mV 

GAIN ERROR 

+ 20VX~ + 
100 

t., 50mV + 

+ 0.5% + 

+ OmV + 

+ 0% + 
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NONUNEARrTY PSR NOISE 

0.75 x20V 
100 

+ 3.7mVx 3V'x 2 + 16J1W120 (rma)] 

15mV + 22.2mV + 0.17&nVrma l 
0.15'f, + 0.22% + 0.00175% ] 
15mV + 22.2mV + 0.175mVrma ] 

0.15% + 0.22% + o.~175% ] 
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HYBRID ISOLATION AMPS ZAP 
PRICE AND VOLTAGE BARRIERS 

Two Hybrid Ampllflers Cut a Novel Path to High-Voltage Isolation. 
They Spare Designers From Having to Engineer Difficult Solutions Themselves. 

If any device tests an analog designer's ingenuity. it is an 
isolation amplifier. Its job is to pass precise analog signals
safely and without degradation-between two points that 
may differ by hundreds, even thousands, of volts. Even 
though the high voltage may be damaging and noisy, it is 
often there by design, and sometimes because of a fault in 
the system. 

Ideally, an amplifier should be small, hermetically sealed, 
reliable-and inexpensive. Standard devices have included 
modular and hybrid isolation amplifiers, now available for 
more than 10 years. Yet because of the stringent require
ments of most applications, some 80% of all amplifiers in 
use are in-house designs. 

A family of isolation amplifiers aims at relieving engineers 
of the chore of designing their own. The family's first two 
members, the ISO102 and ISO106, are rated respectively at 
1500V and 3500V. Both are unity-gain buffers. Each device 
is easy to make, electrically and mechanically rugged, inex
pensive, and isolates better than any now available by an 
order of magnitude. 

As three-chip hybrids, the amplifiers have from the start 
been designed to solve economically the problems that up to 
now have limited the use of off-the-shelf units. Key to 
keeping costs down is a capacitive-coupling approach to 
isolation. Any amplifiers so far available with the same 
capabilities are costly, enlisting magnetic or optical tech
niques to bridge the high-voltage barrier. Whether hybrids 
or modules, they are all multidevice circuits requiring com
plex assembly procedures. 

The least expensive competitive device, for example, is 
rated at half the ISO102's rms voltage, yet costs twice as 
much. 

The two new units, on the other hand, combine innovative 
packaging to their novel approach to high-voltage isolation. 
Each of the amplifiers is housed in a low-profile, side-brazed 
0.6" wide ceramic DIP. (see "Building a Hermetically Sealed 
Isolation Amp"). 

DIFFERENT VOLTAGE, DIFFERENT LENGTH 
The only physical difference between the two amplifiers lies 
in the different lengths needed for withstanding their respec
tive isolation voltages-the voltage across the barrier. The 
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IS0102 is in a 24-pin package, the ISO106 in one for 40 
pins. However, to maximii.e isolation, all but 16 pins-8 at 
each end of the packages-have been eliminated. External 
spacing between conductive materials on opposite sides of 
the barrier is 390 mils for the 1500V ISO102, 1180 mils for 
the 3500V 1SO106. 

Because of that construction, their isolation-mode rejection 
ratio (IMRR), a key specification similar to common-mode 
rejection ratio (CMRR), is guaranteed to be at least-125dB 
at 60Hz. (The IMRR is found by taking the change in the 
amplifier's output-signal voltage caused by a change in the 
voltage across the barrier, and dividing it by the barrier
voltage change.) While not a function of ambient tempera
ture, IMRR, like CMRR, rolls off with frequency at 20dB 
per decade. However. unlike that of most other amplifiers, 
the IMRRs of the ISO 102 and ISO I 06 hold their value at the 
rated isolation voltage. 

Another unusual feature, even among hybrids built on ce
ramic substrates, is that they are hermetically sealed. Fur
thermore, many other devices incorporate organic packaging 
materials and therefore are subject to something called 
partial discharge, which can degrade a barrier continuously 
exposed to high AC voltages. 

It is important to understand partial discharge when using 
isolation amplifiers. The phenomenon takes place as a local
ized breakdown of material, but the breakdown does not 
bridge the space across the barrier. The discharge-inception 
voltage depends on the insulation material and can be 
significantly less than the rated breakdown voltage. 

Experiments show that a typical barrier's breakdown voltage 
will actually decrease with time if continuously exposed to 
partial discharge. Thus, for maximum reliability the isola
tion barrier must not be operated at an AC voltage beyond 
the point at which partial discharge starts. 

Voids in the insulating material set the stage for the problem. 
Alternating electric fields can generate a localii.ed plasma 
within the voids. A short burst of current flows for about 
50ns as the pockets of plasma form, and measurement of this 
current indicates that partial discharge is taking place. The 
plasma is usually destructive because ionic bombardment of 
the walls of the void creates excessive temperature on the 
wall surface. 

BURR•m4» 
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Because the barriers of the ISO102 and ISO106 are made of 
ceramic they are not only virtually free of voids, but also 
able to stand high temperatures over long periods without 
damage. Moreover, partial discharge is much more prevalent 
in barriers insulated with organic materials, which are im
possible to fabricate without voids and therefore more dam
ageable by plasma. 

In another innovative technique, the 1SO102 and 1S0106 
feature coupling capacitors that jump the isolation barrier by 
using frequency modulation, a technique previously untried 
in isolation amps. The capacitors are simply 3pF thick-film 
devices deposited on the ceramic substrate at the time its 
tungsten metallization is laid down. The capacitors take the 
place of transformers or of a combination of LEDs and 
photodiodes. 

The signal through the capacitors is a 1MHz frequency
modulated square wave; in effect, it is a pseudo-digital 
waveform. It takes three proprietary chips to modulate and 
demodulate the ±10 input signal-one of them a phase
locked loop, the other two are voltage-to-frequency convert
ers. One of the three, the encoder (which is the FM modu
lator) to which the floating signal is applied, is a voltage
controlled oscillator (VCO) with a center frequency of 
1MHz (Figure 1). The ±l0V input modulates the 1MHz 
signal ±SOOkHz. The VCO's output is through a pair of 
complimentary pulse trains, f0 and t, that drive the two 

Offaot ...._ __ l\l\fl--•r\l\/1..,_ ___ _ 

Offset Adjust I'\,,,.-.----' 

Gain Adjuet O--+----. 

Encoder 
VCOChlp 

Hlgh•Voltago 
Barrlor 

.,_Analcg __ ln_put _______ ____,~ Isola 

~ Ground Vobge 

tungsten capacitors. The decoder on the other side of the 
barrier is formed by the phase-locked loop (PLL) and the 
second VCO. 

The PLL chip contains a sense amplifier, the loop circuitry, 
and an output filter. The sense amplifier reshapes the pulse 
trains after they have been high-pass filtered by an RC 
network formed by the barrier capacitors and the chip's 3kn 
input resistors. The sense amplifier drives a digital phase and 
frequency detector that guarantees rapid phase-locking. The 
detector's output, in tum, feeds a 70kHz loop filter that 
drives the feedback VCO. 

The pair of VCOs gives virtually identical transfer functions 
to modulation and demodulation. The accuracy of the isola
tion buffer thus depends only on the matching of the VCOs, 
not on their actual transfer function. The PLL forces the 
feedback VCO to run at the same frequency as the encoder 
VCO, something that occurs when the two have the same 
input voltage. The input voltage to the feedback VCO 
becomes the output (V our> of the isolation amplifier after a 
second-order Butterworth low-pass filter removes residual 
carrier noise. 

Each VCO chip also contains a SV, lOppm/°C reference that 
controls the buffer's input and output offset voltages. The 
references are in effect independent SV sources, each of 
which can supply up to SmA to external circuits. 

+Vcca -Vccz 

Digital 
Ground 

Phase/ 
Frequency 
Detector 

Roforonco2 

VCOChlp 

Loop 
Filter 

Low•Pasa 1-1--0utput-
Flllor 

Optlonel Bandwidth 
Control Capacitors J 

Analog Output 
Ground -=-

FIGURE 1. The ISO102 and 1SO106, Respectively Rated 1500V and 3500V, Transpon Their Analog Input Signals Across 
the High-Voltage Barrier on a Pair of 3pF Tungsten Capacitors. To feed the input signal through the capacitors, 
the signal frequency modulates a 1MHz carrier in an encoder VCO; The signal is demodulated on the other side 
of the barrier by a matching feedback VCO and a phase-locked loop. 
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The easy-to-use buffers have gain and offset trimmed re
spectively to within 0.1 % and 20mV while the chips are still 
on-wafer. Gain and offset errors may be trimmed through 
zero with a pair of input potentiometers. 

Nominally, the chips on both sides of the barrier operate 
from split ±15V supplies; in practice they will -operate 
anywhere between ±10 and ±20V. The device can put out 
5mA and swing to within 3V of the rails. Indeed, because 
only the output supplies limit the swing; input voltage can 
actually exceed input supply voltage. 

By adding a pair of small capacitors on the output side of the 
buffer, in paralleL with the low-pass-filter capacitors, the 
designer can trade off between system bandwidth and sys
tem dynamic range-maximum signal swing divided by the 
noise floor. Doubling the dynamic range quarters the band
width (Figure 1 again); adding 0.01 and 0.02µF capacitors 
boosts the dynamic range to 16 bits while cutting the 
bandwidth to 280Hz. Without the two capacitors, dynamic 
range is typically 12 · bits, small-signal bandwidth. -70kHz, 
and·the 1MHz carrier appears as a lmVp-p ripple on the 
outpuL 

One common configuration for an isolation amplifier is a 
sYStem with multiple channels isolated from each other· as 
well as from their output side. At the output, the signals feed 
an A/ D converter and a computer. 

One of the eight amplifiers drives an eight-channel analog 
multiplexer. A 5k.Q potentiometer trims the channel's gain 
to unity, while one of two lk.Q potentiometers trims offset 
voltage to as close to zero as possible. The potentiometers 

Ono of Eight 
PWS740-3 

·can also trim other gain and offset errors in the channel. In 
addition, with 300pF and 600pF capacitors connected re
spectively to the C1 and Ci pins, small-signal bandwidth is 
reduced to l0kHz. 

Isolated power for the eight separa~ amplifiers comes from 
the PWS740 series of DC/DC converter building blocks. 
One 400kHz PWS740-l switch-mode control cireuit drives 
eight PWS740-2 transformers in parallel, one for each chan
nel. 

Each transformer's output is rectified by a PWS740-3 diode 
bridge; while 0.lµF bypass capacitors on the isolation 
.qnplifier's power pi~ provide all the filtering·needed An 
LC 7t .filter in the + 15V line to the controller eliminates 
conducted EMI from the rest of the circuit 

To maintain a system's accuracy, a designer must take 
several limiting aspects of the amplifiers into consideration. 
For example, the modulation and demodulation technique 
imposes ·a iimit on the isolation voltage's permissible slew 
rate. 

Transients across the barrier that exceed lOOV/µs can gener
ate enough co~n-mode current in the capacitors to over
drive the decoding circuit The effect is to interrupt accurate 
signal transmission for a moment, but no damage occurs 
because the devices are protected for lramients to 100.<XX>V,\ts. 

On the other hand, the rated IMRR prevails in the presence 
of a 7.5kHz, 1500Vrms sine wave because slew rate across 
the barrier does not exceed lOOV/µs. For a rated IMRR, the 

·-r~ value of the isolation voltage must be less than ll.3MV 
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FIGURE 2. The Isolation Amplifiers Lend Themselves to Multichannel Isolated Analog Data Systems. Gain and zero (offset) 
adjustment potentiometers can handle that job for both amplifier and other channel errors. 
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divided by the frequency in Hertz, as well as less than the 
rated isolation voltage. 

The slew-rate limit is of concern only when the signal floats 
continuously on rapidly changing potentials. It need not be 
considered . where isolation is only a factor under fault 
conditions~ as in· medical devices. 

Typical among isolated systems is the kind with completely 
floating inputs powered by a high-frequency DC/DC con
verter. driven in tum by a logic supply on the barrier's output 
side. The likelihood then is that the supply's ground is the 
same as the buffer• s digital ground. 

In such a case. because the primary of the transformer is 
driven with a fast rising,and falling rectangular waveform. 
the converter capacitively couples a charge to the ground 
system of its output side· (Figure. 3). Moreover. the 
transformer• s core and wiri.ng capacitance form a path be-
tween the primary and secondary windings. · 

That path continues through the amplifier and its .barrier 
capacitors to the digital ground. The transformer capacitance 
in tum forms a voltage divider with the ~arrier capacitors so 
that a portion of the switching waveform appears across 
them. I 

Any noise spikes between input and output grounds faster 
than IOOV/µs and higher than IVp-p. will interfere with the 
buff er. Spikes can be reduced. however. by using bifilar wire 
for the transformer's primary and secondary windings; that 
is. winding each side of the center tap with a pair of twisted 
wires. rather than one wire. The result is a greater symmetry 
in the primary to secondary capacitance. reducing the coupled 
charge. Another method is to use an electrostatic shield 
between the primary and secondary windings. 

Parasitic 
Capaci1anco 

Path 

BUILDING A HERMETICALLY SEALED. 
ISOLATION AMP . 
The hardest part of making an isolation amplifier is building 
the high-voltage barrier. The barrier in the ISOOV 1SO102 
and the 3500V 1S0106 is an elegant and simple solution: a 
pair of 3pF capacitors form an integral part of the DIP that 
houses the amplifier. 

Construction ~f the package starts with a 0.6" wide ceramic 
substrate. A layer of tungsten forms the amplifier's pin-to
die and die-to-die connections. as well as the spiral patterns 
of the barrier capacitors. Capacitance results from the fring
ing electric fields of adjacent lines of tungsten. which are 
0.63nim apart. · · · 
Next. a layer of c~c is fired on top of. the substrate. 
embedding the capacitor in solid ceramic. The material's 
15,000V/mm dielectric strength imparts a breakdown volt
age in .excess of 9000Vrms.· The. barrier's resistance is 
typically 10140. Windows in this second layer of ceramic 
form cavities for the amplifier's three integrated circuits
two voltage controll~d oscillators and ·a phase-locked loop. 

Metal patterns, including Hd-seal rings and lead pads, are 
screened. onto . f:11~ _layer and nickel-plated The pins are 
brazed to the sides of the package and all exposed metal is 
plated with one micron of gold The chips are then mounted 
in the finished package. After testing. the lids are soft
soldered over the two cavities. hermetically sealing the 
amplifier. 

IS0102IIS0106 
• laolatlon Amp 

FIGURE 3. In Some Cases, as When a DC/DC Converter Drives the ·isolation Amplifier, Voltage Rate of Change is as 
Important as Voltage Level. The reason is that the transformer's core and the barrier capacitors form a voltage 
divider, with a portion of the switching waveform appearing across iL 
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THE KEY TO UNDERSTANDING SOURCES OF ERROR 

IN THE ISO100 ISOLATION AMPLIFIER 
A PracUcal Gulde to OpUmlzlng Accuracy 

While most applications of the IS0IOO do not require error 
correction, being aware of the adjustment options can be 
beneficial. Provisions for several types of error correction 
are included to allow the circuit designer to obtain maximum 
accuracy in a specific application. Adjustments can be made 
to null errors that are internal to the isolation amplifier, or in 
other parts of the system. 

This application bulletin describes how to quantify the 
effects of these potential errors, and to help identify the most 
appropriate means of correction. Each figure has a caption 
that gives a summary of the important ideas. Subjects to be 
covered include: 

• Theory of operation 
• Definition of terms 
• Offset current Oas> 
• Gain error (Ae) 
• Offset voltage (V0 s) 
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THE IS0100 
The ISOlOO has several modes of operation: unipolar or 
bipolar, voltage or current input, and inverting or 
noninverting. The product data sheet for the ISOIOO in
cludes sections detailing both the error model and the theory 
of operation. Study of the data sheet is suggested. A simpli
fied block diagram of the ISOlOO is shown in Figure 1. 

Signal transmission (across the isolation barrier) is accom
plished through an optical coupler, which acts as a 1:1 
current translator. Current at the input of the device is 
replicated on the output side of the coupler. The isolated 
output current (lotrr) is forced to flow through Rp by the 
summing node action of the output op amp. 

At first glance it might seem unusual that the noninverting 
input of the ISO 100 is connected to the inverting input of the 
input op amp. However, this is due to two inversions in the 

-lour 

Output Clradt 
r- - - - - -, 

I -- i 
I 

I I IREF2 I 

I I - I 

NOTE: (1) A negatlvo Input signal la required 
In the unloolar mode. 

FIGURE 1. Simplified ISO 100 Block Diagram. The ISO 100 can be thought of as a 1: 1 current transistor with its output flowing 
into a current-to-voltage converter. This isolation amplifier is inherently a current input device. However, since the 
input is a virtual ground, an input voltage can be converted to a current by simply including Rm-The optional IREP 
connections are used to produce bipolar operation. 
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signal path from isolation input to outpuL Care should be 
taken not to be confused on this point. 

The resulting simplified transfer function for the 1S0100 is 
given by: 

Gain error {As) is defined as the deviation of the ratio, 
IiJlot1r from unity. It can be thought of as the "coupling 
error." 

The optical coupler uses a matched pair of photodiodes and 
a light emitting diode {LED) to produce signal transmission. 
Since an LED only works when current flows in one dkec
tion, the basic mode of operation is unipolar. In the unipolar 
mode, only negative input currents are allowed (i.e., only 
currents out of the input produce a positive voltage to turn 
the LED on). Bipolar operation can be easily produced by 
internally offsetting the input from zero. Two matched 
current sources (IREFI and I~ are included in the 1S0100 
for this purpose. By connecting current source, IREF1, on the 
input side of the coupler, the amplifier is made to operate at 
half-scale (when the input current is zero). Connecting an 
equal source, (I~ on the output side, shifts the output 
voltage back to zero. This arrangement maintains a desirable 
"zero-in/zero-out" relationship, while allowing input cur
rents of either polarity to be accepted. 

THE ERROR MODEL 
The model used to represent 1S0100 errors is shown in 
Figure 2. Offset current (10 s) is defined as the input current 
required to make the output voltage i.ero. In the unipolar 
mode, it is mainly composed of mismatches in the optical 
paths. IREPI and IREF2 are the current sources that are option
ally connected to produce bipolar operation. The major 
source of bipolar Ios is the mismatch in IREPI and Iitm, The 
various contributions to the off set current are grouped to
gether and are modeled as a single current source at the 

+ 

input. Keep in mind that Ios has a sensitivity to temperature, 
supply voltage, common mode voltage and iso mode volt
age. However, it would be very rare that all of these factors 
would be significant. Analysis examples for these terms are 
found in the data sheet. It will be shown that gain error also 
introduces an offset current term. Voltage off sets (V 0 J are 
modeled as voltage sources at the inputs of each op amp. 101 

and l02 represent the currents being generated by the photo
diodes. The currents are related by the equation: 

These are internal currents which mathematically cancel in 
presenting the total transfer equation., The gain error (As) 
and the unipolar offset current . (las> cannot be directly 
altered. However, these terms can be considered constant for 
each amplifier, allowing their effects to be compensated by 
simple extemal means. For instance, the gain error is com
pensated by adjusting either Rp or R,N• Voltage offset can be 
trimmed as in most other op amps, using the trim pins 
provided. Offset current is trimmed by adjusting the magni
tude of one of the reference currents (IREFl, I~. Because of 
the on-chip design, sampling or adjusting of the internal 
references does not have a detrimental effect on the isolation 
amplifier's performance. los trim with an external input 
current is possible, but careful consideration should be given 
to the effects of temperature and supply voltage variations. 
Noise can also be an important error source. While not 
treated in this application note, information can be found in 
the product data sheet. 

WHAT IS THE OUTPUT? 
It is important to be able to calculate total worst case errors 
for a particular circuit configuration. Clearly, this is impor
tant for establishing incoming inspection criteria as well as 
circuit and system design. 

I 

Isolation I 
Barrior 1 

I 

FIGURE 2. DC Error Model. Vos, andVoso model the respective input offset voltages. There are several possible contributors 
to offset curren~ The_ composite effect is modeled with one current source, las. at the input The gain error {As) 
defines the relauonship between Io, and l02 (ID 2 == Io, (1 + AJ). While shown as separate sources, any mismatch in 
IREFI and IREP2 are included in the los term. 
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Equation 2 in the 1S0100 data sheet allows the user to solve 
for the output voltage under any conditions. This transfer 
equation (for the voltage mode) is repeated here: 

Vo= Rp[(V IN/RIN + V os1/R1N -IREF1 + los)(l + AE)+ 

IREF2l+ Voso 

The transfer equation for an input current is: 

By substiruting worst case numbers for all the error temis, 
the maximum error in the value of VO can be determined as 
shown in Example 1. 

Example· 1: An ISOIOOCP is to be tested at incoming 
inspection. The part is to be tested in a bipolar unity gain 
configuration. For the ·conditions of Rp = Rm = lM and 
VIN = 0, what output voltage would be within the specifica-
tion limits? · · 

The maximum values for the error temis are found in, ~e 
data sheeL Inserting them into the output equation presented 
above: · 

V~ =lM [±200µV /lM-12.SµA±35nA) 

(1 ± 0.02.) + 12.SµA) ± 200µV 

V ERR = ±286mV (maximum) 

. ' 

±286mV would then be the range of permissible output 
voltage in this configuration. · · 

NOTE: (1) I1N mwt bo nogalivo. 

(a) Standard Unipolar Conficluratlon 

A significant portion of the output error in the bipolar mode 
is due to the gain error. With no input, · 

Vo= Rp[los-lREF1(AE)]. 

The term that dominates is the reference current times the 
gain error. This error appears as an offset, and must be 
accounted for if the output is being measured to obtain the 
aclUal fo5• Otherwise, the user may wonder why an addi
tional error is present in the output voltage measurement 
The next example shows that this is not true for the unipolar 
mode of operation. 

Example 2: Consider a unipolar, non-inverting, gain of one 
amplifier, as shown in Figure 3A. The output equation can 
be rewritten for the unipolar case as shown: 

Vo= Rp[(VIN / RIN + Vos1 / RIN -Ios>Cl+AE)l+ Voso. 

Error analysis proceeds as follows: unipolar operation is not 
defined at zero input current because the LED could be 
turned off, disabling the amplifier's•intemal feedback loop. 
V1N will be set to the minimum allowed value., The remain
ing errors are as specified in the data sheet Note that the 
V1N <MIN> specification of 20mV follows from the 20nA 
minimum input current specification for linear operation. 

VO = lM [(-20mV / lM ± 200µV / lM ± IOnA) 

(1 ± 0.02)]±200µV 

VO = -:3 lmV ( worst case, .all errors negative) 

Therefore, V ~OR =VO - VIN =; ±llmV. 

REF2 
' ' +IIH 

tRIN i 

~ 81-··, 
,- ' 
' ' ' ' I I 

-=-
NOTE: (1) IIN can bo olthor polarity. 

(b) Standard BIPOiar Conllaurallon 

FIGURE 3. Standard Configurations. Most applications of the 1SO100 will make use of these configurations, with slight 
variations. (A) shows the configuration for unipolar operation, which functions for negative inputs only. (B) shows 
how to use the internal references to provide bipolar operation. The circuits show all necessary connections and 
indicate the package pin numbers. Note that power supply connections (VP and V N) to the input and output and 
output stages must be "isolated." 
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CORRECTING THE ERRORS 
The next logical step after calculating the errors is to reduce 
them. In the following discussion, each error is considered 
by itself. The suggested methods of trimming or adjusting 
errors are considered, and some general hints are presented. 

OFFSET CURRENT ERRORS 
Because the ISOlOO is a cuaent input device, the dominant 
error in most configurations will be the input off set current 
Clos>-As stated above, Ios is defined as the current, injected 
at the input, necessary to _force the output to zero. In the 
unipolar mode, this definition has ·a limitation·which must be 
understood. Zero output ~uires that 102 be zero, implying 
that the optical feecfback path is open. This condition is 
unsatisfactory for predictable perf onnance .. Therefore, a 

Vouy 

FIGURE 4. los Adjustment from the Input Side. If Ios were 
negative, the ideal transfer curve would be shifted 
to the left, as shown above. This would cause a 
positiive output voltage when there was no input 
current Connecting a negative correction cur
rent, le, to the summing node of the first op amp 
causes the ttansfer curve to shift to the right 
Thus, the effect of las can be trimmed out. 
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minimum input current must be maintained to assure that the 
amplifier is operating in its linear region. The transfer 
function is only defined when the net current at the input 
node flows out of that node. The unipolar Ios term is 
extrapolated from this minimum practical current 

In the bipolar mode, no such limitation exists. In this mode 
the internal references keep the LED and photodiodes run
ning at half-scale when the input is zero. Ios can therefore be 
measured directly. 

108 ADJUSTMENTS 
As suggested above, the internal references can be used to 
generate a compensation current to cancel los• In Figure 4 a 
current divider is used to divert a small portion of the input 
stage reference current to the input node. Note that the 

- +In 11N 

-In 

VOUT 

IIN 

FIGURE 5. ·las Adjustment from the Output Side. Connect
ing a negative correction current Oc> to the 
summing node of the output amplifier causes the 
transfer curve to shift upward by the amount of 
le-This causes the output to shift back toward 
zero .. Again, a current divider is used to derive 
the correction current from the internal ref er
ences. By combining the methods of Figures 4 
and 5, a correction current can be generated that 
will cancel either polarity of los· 
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direction of the current is negative. This additional current 
flowing out of the summing node behaves like any input 
signal, and thus causes more current to flow in Rp-The 
change in VO is -le (Rp), where le is the new (offset 
correcting) currenL The graph of the transfer function shows 
how the curve is shifted by this adjustment. 

Since the reference current is of fixed polarity, the curve can 
only be shifted in one direction with the above connection. 
However, the curve can be shifted the other way by making 
use of the output reference (~. Figure 5 shows the effect 
of tapping a small current from this source and applying it 
to the input of the second stage. The nominal value of IREP is 
12.5 to 13µA. 

Rs 
10Mn 

-l1N 

Ar Ro 
10Mn 200k0 POT 

t 
b(MAX) 

b(MIN) 

t Shiftduo 
to A,and fie. 

Shift due to R5 and R0• 

FIGURE 6. Using the Unipolar Amplifier at Zero Input. The 
unipolar amplifier can be used down to zero 
input if it is made to be "slightly bipolar." By 
sampling the reference-current with R, and ~ 
the minimum current required to keep the input 
stage in the linear region of operation can be 
established. R, and Ra are adjusted to cancel the 
offset created in the input stage. This brings the 
output to zero when the input is zero. While the 
amplifier can now operate down to zero input 
votlage, it only has a small portion of the current 
drain and noise that the true bipolar configura
tion would have. 
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By using a combination of these two methods it is possible 
to always move the transfer curve to the ideal position. In 
Figure 6, the network in the input stage offsets the system in 
a known direction. The variable divider network in the 
output stage has enough range to move the output voltage 
through zero. It is worth repeating that the correction cur
rents could be generated with resistive dividers connected to 
the power supplies, but using the internal references takes 
advantage of their inherent stability, accuracy, and power 
supply rejection. 

Example 3: A common use of the circuit in Figure 6 might 
be to provide a "keep alive" current for the ISOIOO. This 
might be required in a unipolar application where it is 
possible for the input to go to zero. While it would be a little 
simpler to use the bipolar configuration, this would result in 
higher noise and increased quiescent current. 

The circuit uses a fixed current divider in the input stage to 
ensure the direction of los• A variable divider in the output 
stage allows the user to adjust the amplifier to be just 
"slightly bipolar." Enough current (20 to 30nA minimum) 
must be drawn from the input to fulfill the minimum unipo
lar requirement. Since only a small portion of the reference 
current is being used, a minimal increase in the noise will 
result. 

A suggested value of let is about lOOnA (1% IREF). Solving 
the resistive current divider network yields: 

Practical resistor values would be: R5 = IOM, ~ = 84k.Q. The 
adjustment range of lei should include lei and the built-in 
error sources (IOOnA + 20nA = 120nA). This yields: 
R, = IOM, Ra = 200k.Q. 

GAIN ERROR ADJUSTMENTS 
Gain error in the 1S0100 is due mainly to mismatches in the 
optical cavity. These mismatches show up as an error in the 
ratio of the two photodiode currents (101 and I0J. 
As shown in Figure 7, a gain error will cause the transfer 
function curve to rotate about the quiescent operating point 
of the photodiodes. The output stage functions as a current
to-voltage converter with a transconductance (gm)= 1/Rp. 
Thus, changing Rp will also cause the line to rotate about the 
Q point. Therefore, in the unipolar mode, Ae is simply 
corrected by adjusting Rp-

ln the bipolar mode, gain adjustment is not quite so simple. 
Gain error will still cause the line to rotate about the 
photodiode Q point, but that point is no longer near the 
origin. Figure 8 shows that changing either Rp or Rm will 
cause the transfer curve to rotate about the point where the 
input current is zero (as · it does in the unipolar case). 
However, if the ratio ~ is changed to make up for ~. 
an los term is introduced. This "Apparent Ios" term is due to 
the fact that ~ will get divided by the gain error, but IREP 
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will noL The diff ere nee in reference currents, as seen at the 
input, will be the apparent offset error (see Figure 9). This 
effect makes the trimming of gain error a two step process 
for bipolar applications. First, either resistor is adjusted to 
correct the slope of the line, then the Ios is trimmed using the 
methods discussed earlier. 

Vos ADJUSTMENTS 
While both the input and output amplifiers of the IS0IOO 
have provisions for adjusting offset voltage, it is generally 
not necessary to do so because the contribution to total error 
is small. Only V 051 has practical significance (in most 
applications), and then only when R1N is small. In most cases 
the output amplifier is configured so that it has a voltage 

gain of one, and as such its V 0s contribution will be insig
nificanL The output adjustment range via the V 0 50 control 
will be only a few millivolts. 

The input offset voltage (V osi> will affect the output only 
through its interaction with R,N· V 0s 1 causes a current error 
equal to V 05/Rm which is then scaled by Rp The output 
voltage is VO = V 0st'Rr/Rm). To adjust V osi see Figure 10. If 
RIN is a high value (because the amplifier is in a low gain or 
has a current source input) the output contribution of V 051 

will be minimal. Even in a high gain, wbere.V 0 51 has a larger 
effect on the output, the signaVoffset ratio is constanL 

If the system offset must be adjusted from the output side of 
the ISO 100, the output amplifier can be placed in a gain 
configuration. As shown in Figure 11, the output voltage 

Unipolar 

AGURE 7. Effect of Gain Error (Ae). Ae will cause an error in the slope of the transfer function, rotating the line about a point 
determined by the quiescent current in 0 1 and 0 2• Unipolar, this point is near the origin. In the bipolar mode, the 
internal references cause this point to shift to the right and up as shown above. In either case, the change in slope 
is the same. 

Unipolar 

VooT 

AGURE 8. Adjusting the Gain. Changing the ratio R.,IRIN will change the gain by rotating the transfer function about the point 
where Im = 0. This will be true for both the unipolar and bipolar cases. 150 is zero in these examples. 
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offset (V 0 so) is now ·multipli~ by a gain of 1 + (~). H 
Rp = IM, and~-= lk.Q, the output will be 1001 times V 0so
This connection does not alter the input signal gain, but it 
does amplify all output stage errors including V 050 and 
noise. It is aiso important to realii.e that adjusting offset 
voltage in the IS0lOO (and most op anq>s) causes a change 
in the offset voltage drift of about 3µV re for each millivolt 
introduced. Offset drift will be amplified by the same gain 
factors (as the V osJ above. . 

Example 4--see Figure 12. Using the methods described 
previously, the output errors of an 1SO100 can be adjusted 
to i.ero. In this example, an ISOlOOBP is in the standard 
bipolar configuration with a gain of 100. Let ~ = 1 M. From 
the data sheet, the maximum errors are: AE = 2%, 
los = 70nA, Vos= 300µ.V. · 

los correction uses a variation of previous techniques. The 
adjustment not only trims the 70nA of los, but also the 
apparent Ios caused by the gain error. This additional current 
could be as large as 250nA [As(IREPl) = 0.02 (12µA)]. The 
total trim range should then be 70nA +250nA = 320nA. 
Because the input of the second amplifier is a virtual ground, 
R12 has the same voltage across it as R,3• R,2 is then: 

R12 = [(R13) (le) + ~ - le)] 
= lOMn (320nA) + (10.5µ.A- 320nA) 
= 316kn 

The 10.SµA is the minimum IREP specification on the data 
sheet. Conservative design allows the R,0 divider to produce 
twice the compensation current of the Ri2 divider. Therefore, 

FIGURE 9. Offset Introduced by ~in Error (Bipolar Only). 
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The gain error (As) will cause an apparent los 
term to appear when in the bipolar mo~. Ap_ 
causes the ideal transfer line A to rotate to 
position B. Adjusting Rp or R11,, can correct the 
slope, as suggested by line C. The line will rotate 
about the point where 110 = 0. The result is a line 
with the correct slope, but having an offset equal 
to IREFI (As). This offset termcan be adjusted out 
in the same way as regular los-

R10 must be twice R12• The calculated value of R10 is 632kn, 
so .a standard IM pot is selected. 

SUMMARY OF CORRECTION 
TECHNIQUES-SEE FIGURE 12 
To trim fos, disconnect the input source and let it float. This 
minimii.es voltage offset effects. R10 is then adjusted to bring 
the output to zero. 

The gain error can be compensated by adjusting either ~ or 
Rm, In most circuits it will riot matter which is trimmed. In 
this case Rm will be'adjusted via Re,. Allowing for a 2% gain 
error, RrN should be 2%:low with Ro providing a 4% trim 
range. This makes R1N = 9.Skn with 4000 of trim. Using 
standard values, Ro1 would be · a 5000 pot and the fixed 
resistor will be 9.76kn. The gain is corrected by making a 
known change in the input voltage, and by adjusting Ro for 
the correct change at the output Remember that in the 
bipolar mode there is an interaction between the adjustment 
of Ap_ and los· Repeat these adjustments until the desired 
accuracy is obtained. 

The last step is to adjust V 05 • Because the output stage is in, 
a gain of one, V 050 can be ignored. V osi• on the other hand, 
is multiplied by 101 and should be trimmed. Ru is adjusted 
so that there is no shift in the output when the input side of 
R1N is switched between floating and ground. Any shift is 
due to the off set voltage causing a current to flow in Ru,i, 
which is then gained up to the output . 

All errors should now be minimized 

FIGURE 10. Preferred Method for Voltage Offset Trim. In 
those rare applications where offset voltage is 
significant, it is best to adjust the input offset 
voltage, V ostt as shown above. V osi and its drift 
appear at the output multiplied by the factor 
IVRiN-V 050 will usually not be gained up, and 
thus will not need adjustment. Adjust V 051 until 
opening up and closing Sx causes no shift in the 
output voltage. 
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TEST CIRCUIT 
A circuit is shown in Figure 13 that will allow all the major 
errors of the ISOIOO to be measured. 

FIGURE 11. Alternate Method for Offset Voltage Trim. If the offset voltage has to be adjusted on the output side of the isolation 
barrier, the output amplifier can be put in an offset multiplying gain. V 0 50 , drift of V 0 50 , and output stage noise 
appear at the output, multiplied by (R/R.,) + 1. However, the signal is unaffected. Signal-to-noise ratio could be 
adversely affected 

9.76k0 Ra 
500il 
Pot 

R10 Ru 
1Mil 10MO 

FIGURE 12. Adjusting the Bipolar Errors (Example 4 ). Each of the errors are adjusted in turn. With VIN= "open,'' Ios is trimmed 
by adjusting R10 to make the output zero. Ro is then adjusted to trim the gain error. The effects of offset voltage 
are removed by adjusting R14• 
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S4 A 1lc0 

~ 

-In 

-=-
Swttchea 

Test S1 S2 S3 S4 S5 v ... 
Ae B A A A A +10V Vn,'"Vn Ai;a(1-~) 

B A A A A -10V V02'"Vo V1112-V1N1 

IREF:t B A B A B -10V IREF2 a Ammetor Reading 
fosBlpolar A A A A -A - los 11 (Vo+ R,) - (IREF1 x Ae) 

Voso B A B B B +1V Voso= V0 /1001 

Vos, A A A A A - Vo1'"Vo V, .. ~ 
A B A A A - v,.. .. vn OSI 10lc0 

FIGURE 13. Standard Test Configuration. Each of the major errors in the ISO 100 can be measured with the circuit shown. The 
test circuitry is similar in concept to the methods used in the actual production test equipment. To make 
measurements, the switches are placed in the positions indicated in the table, and the input voltage is set 
accordingly. The voltage or current reading is then used to compute the error. 

The Information provided horeln Is bctlievod to be reliable: however, BURR-BROWN assumes no rosponalbllilyfor lnaccuracloa or omissions. BURR-BROWN assumos 
no responsibility ror tho uuo d this Information, and all use of such Information shall be entlroly at tho user's own risk. Prlcoa and specifications aro subject to change 
wltho!.11 notice. No patont rights or llcensoa lo any of tho c!rcuita described horeln are Implied orgrantod to any third party. BURR-BROWN dooa not authorize or warrant 
any BURR-BROWN product for uso In lifo support devices and/or systems. 
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IMPROVED DEVICE NOISE PERFORMANCE FOR THE 
3650 ISOLATION AMPLIFIER 

By Bonnie Baker 

The 3650 is an optically coupled. differential input. isola- The input bias current noise contribution and the thermal 
tion amplifier having programmable gain. Noise for the noise of the gain resistors is relatively small and not included 
3650 is specified to 4µ.Vnns (typ) on the input stage of the in the above calculation. 1;o includes the noise contribution 
isolation barrier and 65µ.Vnns (typ) on the output stage. The due to the optics and the noise currents of the output stage. 
gain of the 3650 is controlled using external resistors on the Because the 3650 uses optics as opposed to a carrier type 
input stage. In low gains, the noise performance of the 3650 modulation technique, there is no demodulation ripple at the. 
is dominated by the output stage noise figure. The noise output of the device. 
performance in high gains is dominated by the input stage The output-referred change in total noise vs gain is illus-
noise. By using two OPA627s as a pre-amp to the 36S0 trated in Figure 2. Figure 2 graphically shows the noise 
isolation amplifier, the noise performance of the isolation performance of the 3650 with gains from 1 to 1000. For high 
circuit is greatly enhanced. 

41,1Vrma (typ) 
10Hz to 1acHz 

3650 

?~utput 23 V. 
~ Sta~ OUT ........, 

6511Vrm1 (typ) 
1 0Hz to 10kHz 

FIGURE 1. The 36S0 Isolation Amplifier Has Differential Inputs and Adjustable Gain. 

The 3650 has an input section, which can be gained by two 
external resistors (as shown in Figure 1). and an output 
section that is essentially kept in a unity gain configuration. 
The 3650's input noise performance is specified to 4µ.Vnns 
(typ) times the gain over a l0Hz to l0kHz range. The output 
stage's noise contribution is 65µ.Vnns (typ) from lOHz to 
l0kHz. The 3650 gain can be adjusted from a gain of 1 to a 
gain of 1000 by adjusting the resistors, Ro, A first order 
calculation of the noise of the 36S0 in various gains is shown 
below. 

~ (nns) = J (2 • ~a • G)2 + ~ 1G)2 + (8uo)2 

where: 

10000 

10 

10 

,,,,., 
~ 

,~ .,,,,, 

100 1000 

Galn(VN) ~ (nns) = total noise referred to output, 
~a = nns noise of RG. 
E..t = rms noise of the input stage of 36S0, 
~ = rms noise of the output stage of 36S0, 

FIGURE 2. 3650 Noise (RTO) vs Gain of the 36S0 
Isolation Amplifier Shown in Figure 1. 

106 
G= 2•Ro 
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Efi (lms) =J(2 • (~Nl27 •.G)2 • -(V + (E,«,)2 

Ge [~](1 + ~1· 
2Ro, Am 

4pVnns (typ) 
10Hz to 10kHz 

FIGURE 3. By Using Two OPA627s, Noise Performance is Improved for High Gains of the 3650. 

values of R0 (or low input stage gains) the total noise 
referred to the output of the 3650 is dominated by the noise 
in the output stage, which is specified to 65µVrms (typ). As 
Ro decreases in value, the gain of the 3650 increases and 
eventually the noise in the input stage dominates due to the 
increase in gain. As shown in Figure 2, the effects of the 
input stage noise starts to dominate as the 3650 gain in
creases above I 0V N. 

If the 3650 is applied in a low gain configuration, the noise 
referred to output will be optimized; however, it is possible 
to improve the noise performance in mid to high gains by 
using a pre-gain stage to the 3650. Figure 3 illustrates a 
configuration using the 3650 and two OPA627 amplifiers to 
improve the noise performance of the overall isolation 
solution. Here the OPA627 is selected because of its low 
noise performance characteristics; however, a variety of 
amplifiers could be used instead, depending on the noise 
requirements of the particular application. Two op amps are 
configured at the input to the 3650 to preserve the differen
tial input and the programmable gain features that the 3650 
offers. The total output noise calculation for this circuit is 
given by: 

, En (rms) = J(2 • (EaPAl67 • G)2 + (En,)2 + (En0)2 

where: 
E

0 
(rms) = total noise referred to output, 

EaPA627::: rms noise the OPA627 operational 
amplifier, · 

En, = rms noise of the input stage of 3650, 
Ena = rms noise of the output stage of 3650, 

G=~• 11 +2• ~i-
2•R01 R02 

The change in total noise referred to output vs gain of the 
circuit in Figure 3 is shown graphically in Figure 4. The 
effects of the input stage noise starts to dominate· as the 3650 
gain increases above 50VN, which is a significant improve
ment. If the application requires that the isolation amplifier 
have a gain of 2100, the improvement in noise performance 
is 3.4. 

Noise is a typical problem confronting many isolation appli
cations. By using a differential input stage constructed with 
two OPA627s, the noise performance of the 3650 is greatly 
improved for higher gains. 

10000 

I 

I 

~ 

.. 
I/ 

I 

10 
10 100 1000 

Gain rJN) 

FIGURE 4. 3650 with OPA627 Pre-Amp Noise (RTO) 
vs Gain of the 3650 Isolation Amplifier with 
OPA627s Used for Gain as Shown in Figure 3. 

The lnlormaUon provided herein Is believed tob~ rellabla; however, BURR-BROWN assumes no res~nslblllty for Inaccuracies or omissions. BURR-BROWN assumes 
no responsibility for the use of this lnfonnaUon, and au use of such lnformaUon shall be entlrely at the user's own risk. Prices and speclflcaUons are subject to change 
without noUce. No patent rights or licenses to any of Iha circuits described herein are Implied or granted to any third party. BURR-BROWN does not authorize or warrant 
any BURR-BROWN product for use in Ille support devices and/or systems. 
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DESIGN AND APPLICATION, OF TRANSFORMER-COUPLED 
HYBRID ISOLATION AMPLIFIER MODEL 3656 

Hybrid-compatible toroid assembly In a flyback-modulated circuit achieves long-term 
stability, high frequency response, arid superi~r. br~akdown ratings. · 

Whenever engineers who need or use isolation amplifiers 
get together and talk about the improvements they would 
like to see most, the big three-cost, size, performance-are 
likely to be mentioned. The industrial or medical equipment 
manufacturer often has to make a choice of either buying an 
isolation amplifier or building his owm Cost is the key 
criterion for such a decision, but there are others as well. For 
example, the nwltichannel analog system designer usually 
runs into printed circuit board space limitations, since be 
almost always requires a lot of data channels on each PC 

VIN 

board On the other hand, the medical equipment manufac
turer is not as concerned with size but encounters very-high 
breakdown voltages and.requires low leakage at a reason~ 
able price. · .. · 

To meet the widely varying needs of these and other poten
tial users, Burr-Brown has made a radical departure from 
established. design and manufacturing techniques in devel
oping its new. isolation amplifier, model 3656. Among the 
key design features and the resultant benefits for. the user 
are: 

COM 

-------0-16V 

FIGURE 1. Self-contained By Design. Function diagram of hybrid isolation amplifier shows transformer T1 at its heart and a 
· minimum of external components. Switching rate of 750kHz results in high frequency response and eliminates 

external filter componen·ts. · 
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• A single hybrid-compatible transformer (patents 
4,006,974; 4,103,267; 4,082,908) in conjunction with a 
patented circuit. that couples both signal and power 
across the isolation barrier, resulting in the industry's 
smallest and lowest cost isolation amplifier having its 
own internal isolated power. 

• A ceramic thick-film integrated circuit that uses the 
transformer to provide long-term stability and reliability 
at low cost 

• True three-port isolator design that achieves unprec
edented voltage breakdown ratings and versatility. 

• A 750kHz switching rate that results in the highest small
signal frequency response for any isolation amplifier and 
reduces external filtering requirements. 

• A differential design concept that uses two demodulators, 
one for feedback and one for feedforward, producing 
accuracies comparable to those of higher priced trans
former-coupled devices. 

Figure 1 shows the functional diagram of the device in its 
unity-gain, noninverting configuration with a minimum of 
external components. A highly inductive transformer, T1, is 
excited by the pulse generator containing a solid-state switch 
that alternately applies an open circuit and the voltage 
present across filter capacitor, C1, to transfonner winding, 
W1, as illustrated in Figure 2a. When the voltage (V) is 
applied to the winding, the current (i) in the inductance ( L) 
of the winding increases as shown in Figure 2b according to: 

di/dt = V/ L 

(Circuit resistances and capacitances have only secondary 
effects and can be ignored here). At the instant the switch 
opens, the voltage across the transformer reverses and reaches 
the magnitude necessary to maintain the current at its previ
ous value. This effect is called flyback. 

The flyback voltage (Vp) appears on all windings in the form 
shown in Figure 2c. Its amplitude is proponional to the 
instantaneous current and the equivalent resistance (RJ 
shunting the transformer inductance: 

Vp=~ 
The magnitude of VP can be varied by changing the parallel 
resistance across any winding of the transformer, resulting 
in a form of amplitude modulation. This is accomplished by 
the flyback modulator, which is controlled by input opera
tional amplifier, A,. Power for A, is generated by rectifying 
the positive energizing pulse appearing across W i- Rectifica
tion is accomplished by diode D1, and the resultant direct 
current is smoothed out by ½ to derive the positive supply 
voltage. Similarly, the negative supply voltage is derived by 
diode D, and capacitor C, from winding W ,. If the isolation 
amplifier is to be used as a three-port isolator, isolated power 
voltages for output op amp Ai can be derived by adding filter 
capacitors between pins 16 and 17 and between pins 12 and 
17. 

150 

(b) 

(c) V ----
,....--~Loaded 

-un1oac1oc1 Ryback 
'voaage 

FIGURE 2. Flyback Modulation. The pulsed supply voltage 
is applied to transformer winding (a). As a result 
of voltage, V, across winding, current I increases 
as in (b) until switch opens, producing flyback 
shown in (c). Rectified positive-going pulses 
provide power to energize input op amp, A1, 

which controls flyback modulator. 

At the heart of the isolation amplifier are two identical 
flyback demodulators. Both compare the positive-going 
flyback signal at the respective winding at which they are 
connected with the amplitude of the negative energizing 
pulse. At minimum modulation (load), they produce a posi
tive output signal; as modulation increases, the demodulator 
output signal decreases until it is negative at maximum 
modulation. 

Flyback demodulator 1 is used in a closed-loop system by 
connecting its output to the inverting (feedback) terminal of 
A1• This configuration causes A,, to control the level of the 
modulator until the output of flyback demodulator 1 equals 
the signal at the noninverting input of A,, so that VPB = ViN· 
Flyback demodulator 2, identical to flyback demodulator 1, 
has the same output, and thus V FF = VIN· To prevent loading 
of demodulator 2, it is buffered by Ai, which is configured 
as a unity-gain amplifier. As a result, V0 ur = Vw = V,N• 
The accuracy of the transfer equation depends basically on 
the stability and tracking of the two op amps and the close 
matching of the demodulator components. With high grade 
op amps and components matched to within 0.5% or better 
initially, and a temperature coefficient of 2Sppml°C, a very 
high gain accuracy can be achieved. Nonlinearity caused by 
differences in demodulator outputs is very low because of 
the repeatable matching of the resistors and stray capaci
tances made possible by thi~k-film hybrid-circuit technol
ogy. 

HYBRIDS AND TRANSFORMERS 
Until now, transformers and large chokes were to be avoided 
in hybrid integrated circuits. The few hybrids manufactured 
with such components are hard to produce and very costly 
because of the difficulties with size, uneven ·mounting sur
faces, and substrate-to-magnet-wire interconnections. When 
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Burr-Brown moved to enter the rapidly expanding market 
for isolation amplifiers and isolated OC/ OC converters with 
low cost transformer-coupled hybrid circuits, it decided that 
these shortcomings had to be eliminated. As a result, it 
developed a new approach to implementing a toroidal trans
former on a hybrid substrate that eliminates the manufactur
ing problems. 

Table I is a step-by-step comparison of the new technique 
with the conventional (but rarely used) approach. At present, 
the hybrid-compatible transformer is well suited for low
cost. low-power transformers, with the overall cost of the 
transformer assembly about 60% to 80% of the mounted 
transformer. However, it does not yet provide the same 
performance as the conventional transformer in all lCSJ)CCts. 
Although coupling capacitance IC lower and accuracy is 
better, the resistive losses are higher and the achievable 
inductance is lower. 

COMPARING PAST AND PRESENT 
Table II is a comparison of features and specifications of the 
new isolation amplifier with previously available compo
nent-type units. (Note that previously available transformer
coupled isolation amps were built as printed circuits most 
often housed in plastic modules.) Amplitude-modulated iso
lation amplifiers were the first to appear. High accuracy 
pulse-width-modulated types were introduced in 1973, and 
optical ones have been available since 1976. 

CONVENTIONAL TRANSFORMERS 

To be mounted Into a hybrid package. a smaD t0f0id transformor 
not only must bo wound by hand. but all wire must be accurately 
placed and droned. 

Tho mounUng surface crf a toroid transformer la formed by the 
magnet wiro, causing problems of tclerance and llatneaa. 

The magnot wiru bondod to tho subatrate muat hold the con, fn 
place and llllco g stress. 

Magnet wiro Is hard to position accurately on small pads for 
aolderlng. The dlfflcullly In making connection• and 
required subslralo area incroasoa with tho numbor of 
comecliono. 

Magnet wiro must be held In place and solderod. 

It can be seen that the single-transformer, flyback modulated 
amplifier perfonns well in most areas. Its nonlinearity is in 
line with that of all the other types and exceeds that of the 
low-cost amplitude-modulated types. Its isolation-voltage 
pulse rating is higher than that of any other amplifier and 
conforms with the requirements specified in medical appli
cations for protection against defibrillator pulses. 
Also, its isolation barrier capacitance is the lowest of any 

transformer-coupled device available today-a highly desir
able feature in medical applications where the leakage from 
the standard l lSVAC equipment power outlets to the patient 
must be kept at a minimum. Actually. the single transformer 
design keeps the leakage current below O.SµA, 20 times 
lower than the limit specified by Underwriters Laboratories. 

Another big advantage of low barrier capacitance is that the 
isolation-mode rejection degradation is kept at a minimum 
in applications where the source impedance is high and the 
isolation amplifier does not have a balanced front end. The 
isolation-mode rejection of the new unit also compares well 
with that of previous designs. Another strong point of this 
device is its small-signal frequency response-an order of 
magnitude better than any other transformer-coupled isola
tion amp and even better than optically coupled devices. 

HYBRID-COMPATIBLE TRANSFORMERS 

Tuma are compkMd using a manual « automatic wlro bonder. 
cutting labor by 50% to 90%. 

The nat surface of lhe toroid Itself la used for mounUng, giving 
a high degree of uniformity. 

Tho core la bonded dfrec:lly to tho subslrate. resulting In botter 
adhesion and device Integrity. 

Connoctlona are made with wire bonds. The numbor of 
connections dooa not affect comploxlty o, cost. 

No soldering la roqulrod. 

TABLE I. Comparison of Conventional and Hybrid-Compatible Transfonners. 

SINGLE DUAL DUAL DIFFERENTIAL 
INSOLATION METHOD TRANSFORMER TRANSFORMER TRANSFORMER OPTICAL 

Package Ceramlc·IC Plastic • Modulo Plastic • Modulo Ceramic-IC 

Modulaton Ryback Amplllude Pulse • Width Light-Intensity 

Nonlinearity max. apocified (%) 0.05-0.1 0.03 ·0.3 0.005 • 0.025 , 0.05 ·0.2 

Isolation vollago pulse rating (kV) 8 upto 7.5 upto5 5 

Isolation barrlor capacitance (pF) 6.0 20 • 100 16 1.8 

lsolation•moclo rejection (dB) 
at 60Hz and Gain a 10VN 125 115 • 130 140 • 160 120 

Frequency response small signal (kHz) 35 1 •2,5 1.5 •2.6 15 

Size (In') 0.33 1.4 • 10 5,6 0.44 

TABLE II. Comparison of Isolation Amplifiers. 
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The-innovation that makes it economically feasible' to put 
this isolation amplifier into a ceramic hybrid package is the 
hybrid-compatible transformer design. Figure 3, a photo
graph of an uncapped isolation amplifier, shows the location 
of the transformer, the rest of the components (the op amps, 
resistors, capacitors, and diodes) and the gold-plated pins. 
The toroid transformer assembly is the dominant feature in 

the center. Its turns are made of gold rather than magnet 
wire-a sharp departure in construction from the state-of
the-art until now. To further illustrate the construction de
tails of the transformer, Figure 4a gives an X-ray type view 
through the transformer structure from the top, and Figure 
4b shows a sectional cut of the assembly. 

FIGURE 3. Dominant Feature of This Hybrid Integrated-Circuit Isolation Amplifier is Compatible Transformer, Which in 
Conjunction with the Flyback-Modulation Technique, is Used to Achieve Isolation of Signal and Power with a 
Single Transformer. 

Core 
Stitch 
Bond 

Conductors 

FIGURE 4. Transformer Views. Top X-ray view (a) and cross s~tion (b) show construction of toroid assembly, which provides 
coupling of signal and power across amplifier's isolation barrier .. Tums are of gold wire instead of usual magnet 
wire and are bonded to screened gold interconnection pattern· on ceramic substrate. 
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MANUFACTURE 
Manufacture of the isolation amplifier begins by screening 
gold conductors onto the ceramic substrate to provide circuit 
interconnection patterns and the transformer conductor pat
terns shown in Figure 4a. The gold conductor is then fired in 
accordance with Burr-Brown's standard thick-film process. 
The layer of glass insulation is also screened •ori and fired 
using thick-film technology. Further processing, completes 
the substtate, which contains 20 laser-trimmed cermet resis
tors and 19 gold-plated pins, swaged and.welded in place. 

FIGURE 5. Three-port. The 3656, shown here in unity-gain 
configuration, has a dynamic input and output 
range of 5V with internally generated power. 
With external dual-polarity supply, capacitors, 
cl and c3, can be eliminated 

The first step on the assembly line is the bonding of the 
insulation-coated toroid to the glass insulation layer. All the 
other circuit components are then bonded to the· substrates. 
Chip-to-conductor interconnectors are made with 1-mil gold 
wire and transformer turns are completed with 2-mil gold 
wire in accordance with the pattern shown in Figure 4a. 

Next, the unit is actively laser-trimmed, tested, and insula
tion-coated with_a liigh dielectric constant insulating mate
rial. 

The integrity of the transformer under.high voltage stress is 
ensured by the use of several insulation steps. The glass 
layer on top of the conductors and the insulator coating on 
the toroid core each have a minimum dielectric strength of 
SkV. 

Finally, the package is sealed by applying a ceramic cap 
over the top of the unit under pressure and heat in a ·nitrogen 
atmosphere. The heat cures an epoxy ring prescreened onto 
· the ceramic cap to form an airtight seal. ' 

APPLICATIONS 
In the two-port unity-gain isolator of Figure 1, only one 
external filter capacitor (C1) and a ±8V to ±15V supply are 
required; With a standard ±15V supply and at unity gain, this 
circuit provides a dynamic input and output voltage range of 
±5V. With two additional resistors, Ai can be programmed 
for a noninverting gain of 2, providing a minimum dynamic 
output voltage range 'of ±lOV. 

Figure S shows the 3656 connected as a unity-gain, three
port isolator. All isolated supplies are internally generated. 
C2 and C3 filter the internal supplies for output buff er op 
amp, A2• If a dual-polarity supply is available at the output 
port, these capacitors can be eliminated With the internal 
supplies as configured, the dynamic input and output voltage 
range is ±SV. 

High 

Lew 

To 
Monitor 

FIGURE ·6. Medical Beal Because of its high isolation, the 3656 is ideal as an electrocardiograph amplifier; It can withstand 
inadvertent applications of defibrillation pulses while the patient is being monitored. Heart pulses are accurately 
amplified with a frequency response of DC to 3kHz. 
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As a result of increased public awareness and increasing 
government involvement in patient safety, isolation amplifi
ers have become a must for most electrical patient-monitor
ing devices marketed today. The 3656 is well suited to such 
applications because of its low noise, low isolation capaci
tance, and a high isolation breakdown. 

FIGURE 7. Industrial Control. Current-mode signal trans
mission, of ten used in industrial control loops, is 
conveniently implemented with the 3656, here 
used as a three-port isolator to control current
source transistor, Q,. Circuit converts 1 V or 5V 
input into a 4mA or 20mA signal. 

The electrocardiograph amplifier in Figure 6 is implemented 
with an instrumentation input stage by using a second low 
power, low noise op amp (OPA128) in addition to the 
internal device. Resistors R, and R. set the noninverting gain 
of the internal op amp to 10, and resistors R, and ~ provide 
matching of the external op amp inputs in accordance with 
standard practice for designing instrumentation amplifiers. 

Resistors R, and R, protect against the peaks of defibrillation 
pulses, which might be inadvertently applied to the input if 
a defibrillator is used to restore the patient's heart function 
while he is being monitored. These resistors must be carbon 
composition types, because film types of the same rating 
cannot survive defibrillator impulse energy, which can range 
up to 2W/s (8kV). 

Resistor~ sets the quiescent current of A,, and Rs equalizes 
the load of the output demodulator with that of the input 
demodulator for maximum gain accuracy. Capacitor Ci 
filters the internal negative supply for the output buffer op 
amp, but if a ±lSV supply is connected to the output buffer 
op amp, ½ can be eliminated. 

This circuit accurately amplifies heart pulses with a fre
quency response of DC to 3kHz. A bandpass filter between 
amplifier and monitor can select out the desired frequency 
range. 
For electroencephalography, or brain wave monitoring, where 
defibrillator protection is not required, R, and R, can be 
eliminated, resulting in lower noise. But in order for the 
frequency band to be monitored, the gain must be increased, 

FIGURE 8. Stability. For applications like this thermocouple, where DC stability is important, the isolation amplifier can be 
supplemented with a ,high-performance op amp, using the internal isolated power supply, for which capacitors C2 

and C3 provide additional filtering. 
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since brain waves are an order of magnitude smaller in 
amplitude than heart pulses. Increasing the gain is accom
plished by bypassing both R1 and R. with an appropriate RC 
series network. For example, to monitor alpha and theta 
waves (4Hz to 13Hz) with a gain of 200, two IOkn resistors 
and two 1 OµF capacitors should be used. 

INDUSTRIAL CONTROL LOOPS 
Analog signal transmission for industrial control circuits is 
typically done with 4mA to 20mA loops, where 4mA repre
sents zero or quiescent level and 20mA represents maximum 
signal. Current-mode signal transmission eliminates inaccu
racies that are caused by attenuation in cables, intrinsic 
safety barriers, and multiple sensors. The shifted zero inher
ent in the 4mA to 20mA range also makes it easy to 
recognize abnonnal operating conditions such as power 
down or open circuits. If the transmitted current is not 
between 4mA and 20mA, an error condition is generally 
assumed. 

Figure 7 shows an isolated IV-SV to 4mA-20mA converter. 
All power is derived from a single 24VDC supply. The 
voltage for the isolation amplifier is regulated to lSV using 
a standard three-tenninal regulator. The isolation amplifier 
is used with a floating output (three ports) to control current
source transistor, Q1, and feed its emitter current into grounded 
load resistor, ~. The feedback voltage for the internal 
output buffer is derived across sense resistor R1 and is 
proportional to the output current. 

For increased DC stability when required in applications like 
a thermocouple amplifier, the front end of the 3656 can be 
supplemented with a high performance op amp by using the 
available isolated supply. Figure 8 shows such a configura
tion. Resistors ~ and ~) set the gain of the front end 
amplifier to 1000. Capacitors c; and C, provide additional 
filtering for the isolated supply-recommended if A1 draws 
more than O.lmA of supply current. 

GEmNG FULL ISOLATION-MODE REJECTION 
A recent analysis of an isolation amplifier to determine the 
effect of internal-and external-component and stray capaci
tances on isolation-mode rejection shows that only the 
capacitances of the input wires to the output circuits are 
critical. Thus, the major factors for the user are specified 
isolation-barrier capacitance (Ciso), and the external capaci
tance between any of the input and output pins. 

Designing for high isolation-mode rejection becomes very 
simple if the isolation amp includes an instrumentation or 
balanced front end or one is added externally. The balanced 
front end makes it easy to maintain the full isolation-mode 
rejection specified because the barrier capacitances from 
each input-to-output common can be easily balanced. To 
maintain an isolation-mode rejection close to 120dB with a 
capacitance unbalance of 0.SpF, a source impedance unbal
ance of up to SOW can be tolerated. 

Maintaining full isolation-mode rejection with a single
ended or unbalanced front end is more difficult. The source 
resistances in this case must be no more than a few hundred 
ohms. With large source impedances, degradation can occur 
in degrees that depend on the circuit. the isolation capaci
tance, and external stray capacitances. 

A simple model of an isolation amplifier with an operational 
amplifier input stage 'is shown in Figure 9. Amplifier, A1, 

represents the input op amp, and Ai the unity-gain isolation 
stage. Specified isolation-mode rejection is achieved if com
mon-mode signal V CM produces no differential input signal 
between the inputs of A1, Ai, or both. This is the case if both 
~. R,., and R,. and C1, C2, and CISO• are zero. However, when 
these resistors and capacitors have finites values, they form 
three low-pass filters, each with the general attenuation 
function: 

A= [R + (1/jroC)ljroC 

For example, if R,= lkQ and C150 = 6pF, the calculated 
attenuation A at 60Hz is 2.2 x 1(}6 or 2.2ppm. Though a few 
ppm of attenuation seems trivial, note that lppm is equiva
lent to 120dB (20 log lppm). 

Input 
Common 

Output 

FIGURE 9. Isolation Amplifier Model For Analyzing Isolation-Mode Rejection. 
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Any differential signal appearing at the input of A1• because 
of unequal attentuation of V CM by network C1-~ loaded with 
R, on the one hand. and C,-R. loaded with the noninverting 
input of A1 on the other. will be amplified the same as. an 
input signal (V m>• Thus. unequal attentuation can be directly 
translated into a limit on isolation-mode rejection referred to 
the. input. Any attenuation of V CM caused by low-pass filter 
R,-C150 with respect to the common portion of V CM across 
the input of A1 appears across the input of Az. The gain for 
this signal is only unity regardless of gain of A1• causing an 
isol~tion-mode rejection degradation with reference to the 
output. 

WHAT IS AN ISOLATION AMPLIFIER? 
Isolation amplifiers resemble operational amplifiers but 
are designed to have a galvanic discontinuity between their 
input and output pins. This discontinuity. called an isola
tion barrier. must have high breakdown voltage. low DC 
leakage (high barrier resistance). and low AC leakage Oow 
barrier capacitance). 

The isolation barrier sets the isolation amplifier apart from 
operational and instrumentation amplifiers in cost and 
complexity, as well as in application. So called three-port 
isolation· amplifiers have an 'additional isolation barrier 
between the power supply connection and the signal con
nections. This feature increases versatility, because it al
lows the user to connect power in common with either the 
amplifier's input or its output.· 1n some cases, it may be 
advantageous to isolate the power supply from the input or 
the output and thereby eliminate additional error sources 
~t may be present in a system 

OPAMP 

SYMBOL t>-
FEEDBACK User detlned foedback such 
CONFIGURA• as voltage, current 
TION dVldf.; I Vdf.. log V, etc. 

The three-wire input system in the figure maximizes the 
isolation-mode rejection of the 3656 or other isolation am
plifiers with an unbalanced input, because C150 becomes less 
critical with high gain and C1 and <; can be kept small. But. 
the value of ~ affects the circuit gain. 

If a two-wire system is chosen and the input common is 
connected to the junction of~ and R, (S1 switched). the gain 
is no longer affected by ~. but the degradation of balance 
caused by network C1-Ri loaded by R, in conjunction with 
the largest capacitance C.SO is amplified by A1 and causes 
much poorer isolation-mode rejection at gains higher than 
unity'. · 

Isolation amplifiers generally serve the following functions 
not achievable with operational or instrumentation ampli
fiers: 

~ Sensing small signals in the presence of very high (> 10V) 
or unknown common-mode voltages. 

• Protecting patients undergoing medical monitoring or 
diagnostic measurements. 

• Completely breaking ground loops. 

Below is a comparison of the three basic amplifier types. 
The isolation amplifier, as well as offering isolation, in
creases accuracy because of its floating input. In contrast to 
the instrumentation amplifier, it not only eliminates ground 
loop errors. but further reduces the total system error 
because its isolation mode rejection ratio is generally one 
or two orders of magnitude higher than the common-mode 
rejection of an instrumentation amplifier. 

INSTRUMENTATION AMP ISOLATION AMP 

t>- D~ 
Commlttod foodback. Gain adjus1able 
within fbcod limits. 

1. Genontl purpose gain olomont. High accuracy analog sense ampmier 1. High accuracy analog sense 

BASIC 
2. Buffer. whon common-modo potentlab aro ampliflor for common-mode 

APPLICATION 
3. Analog computer. umaller than tho 11t1pply vollago. potentials In oxcouu of supply 

voltage. 
2. Analog safety bolalor. 
3. Broalc ground loopo. 

MAJOR 
Offsot, noluo, and common-modo Input and output•offuot and nolso. Input and output offsot and noise. 
emn lndopondent of gain. Total 01TOr deponda on gain. One set of Separato common-mode and Isolation 

ERRORS common-modo apoclllcations. modo errors oxcepl for llinglo-ondod 
Input devices. 
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ISOLATION AMPS HIKE ACCURACY AND RELIABILITY 
Isolation Ampllfl~rs Protect Critical Circuitry From Damage and Enhance Performance 

Fault tolerance, transient protection, and interference rejec
tion are valuable features that isolation amplifiers bring to 
critical circuitry. Two useful examples of how designers can 
employ isolation amplifiers to improve their systems' per
fonnance and reliability are process temperature controllers 
and electrocardiogram (ECG) amplifiers. · 

In the case of process control, isolation amplifiers galvani
cally isolate both the. input channel and the current-loop 
output driver from the controller hardware. Consequently, 
neither accidental faults from line-powered manufacturing 
plant equipment to the control syste.m circuitry nor ground 
loop voltages can compromise the process. In ECG amplifi,. 
ers, a low-capacitance isolation barrier limits 60Hz leakage 
current ~ safe levels, and a high barrier voltage rating 
protects the monitoring equipment from defibrillator tran
sients and electrosurgery (F.SU) interference. 

Process control loops, in particular, illustrate a number of 
ways that isolation amplifiers improve performance and 
reliability. In unisolated control systems, the long ground 
lines can develop error potentials across the common imped
ance that can cause component fai1ure and/or inaccurate 
control. In contrast, isolating the distributed control systems 
(DCS) inputs and outputs close to the controller interrupts 
the de path, replacing· it with the large impedance of the 
isolation amp's high-voltage barrier (Figure 1). 

Similarly, isolation protects the loop from iµterruption or 
damage. In the example loop, which is a temperature con
troller, isolation protects the circuit if the resistance-tem
peratwe detector (RTD), a PflOO, is accidentally shorte<i to 
a grounded metal case or high-voltage conductor. Another 
possible problem is a fault from the high-potential wire of a 
twisted pair to earth ground. In addition, high current tran
sients from motors and relays sharing an unisolated system 
ground can create voltages that exceed the ±IV maximum 
rating of the two-wire transmitter (XTR). · 

Isolated control loops also benefit from improved rejection 
of 60Hz line interference, because low-level transducers are 
especially susceptible to inductive-loop · coupling to the 
60Hz magnetic field and capacitive coupling to the electric 
fields. Noi only can the isolation amp prevent system dam
age, but also the component's isolation-mode rejection (IMR) 
can attenuate the effect on the output by over 1 million to 
one. 

High dv/dt from inductive current and from radiated electro
magnetic interference (EMI) caused by relay arcing are 
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FIGURE 1. Isolating the Distributed Control System in a 
Process Control Loop Interrupts the DC Path, 
Blocking Possible Error Potentials that Could 
Cause Component Failure and Control Inaccu
racy. 

more difficult to deal with. An isolation amp, however, can 
reduce their effect on system accuracy, depending on the 
amplifier's transient immunity. This parameter is defined as 
the greatest dv/dt that can appear between isolated and 
unisolated ground before accuracy is lost at the amplifier's 
output Few data sheets specify transient immunity, which 
can vary from 0.1 to 10,000V/µs. 

Choosing the best isolation amplifier from process-control 
applications isn't a simple matter. The common use of 4-to-
20mA current loop transmitters and receivers requires an 
isolated power supply that can supply at least 25mA for the 
loop and any signal conditioning circuitry. Another consid
eration is the input supply-voltage range. Some isolation 
amps need a regulated lSV·supply, while others can tolerate 
sharing an unregulated system supply. The IMR needed 
depends on the ·60Hz line voltage encountered. Most isola
tion amps specify greater than lOOdB rejection at 60Hz, 
which is adequate for the majority of process-control appli
cations. 
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AGURE 2 In an Example Process Temperature Controller, the Isolated Input Channel Runs from the PTlOO Transducer to the 
XT~l0l Two-Wire Transmitter. 

TESTS MAY BE NEEDED 
As noted, transient immunity is important in process control, 
with the character of the ground noise determining the level 
required. If the immunity isn't specified, or is specified at a 
low barrier voltage, designers must test the amplifier to 
determine its suitability. 
Reliability testing of the barrier integrity varies between 
manufacturers and their products. For process-control appli
cations, the UL1244 standard calls for 100%, 60Hz ac 
breakdown testing at the rated voltage for 1 minute. By 
comparing the isolation amp's test-voltage condition with its 
continuous rating voltage, designers can judge how conser
vative the rating is. 

Accuracy specifications, however, are relatively uniform. At 
one time, only expensive discrete modules or in-house 
custom designs offered better than 0.05% linearity. But 
recently, small and inexpensive (less than $30) hybrids with 
comparable performance became available. In some cases, 
surface-mounting techniques have reduced size and cosL 
Other designs include custom I Cs and high-frequency ferrite 
transfonners that reduce complexity, as well as s~e and 
COSL 

The isolated input channel of the example control loop runs 
from the PTlOO transducer to the DCS input, beginning with 
the XTRIOl two-wire transmitter configured for the re
quired process temperature of 50°C to 150°C (Figure 2). The 
PTlOO temperatme resistance table indicates a resistance of 
119.4Oat500C and 157.310at lSOOC.OneoftheXTRl0l's 
two lmA current sources flows through the PTlOO, so the 
input amplifier voltage span is 37.9mV. 
The span resistor, R., is calculated from the input voltage 
and output current span (4 to 20mA from 500C to 150°C): 

R1 = 40/[(20mA - 4mA)/37.9lmV - 0.016m0] = 98.50 

The offset resistor, ~. is equal the PTlOO's resistance at 
50°C: 119.40. The sv·common-mode bias needed for the 
XTRIOI's inputs is supplied by R,(2mA x 2.5k.Q). 
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To minimize the temperature rise in the XTR101, the exter
nal 2N2222A conducts all but 4mA of the transmitter cur
rent. The 7500, 1/2W resistor limits the worst-case power 
dissipation in the transistor to 19.6 x 16mA = 314mW, 
where 19.6V is V m and 16mA is determined by the transis
tor and XTR. Thus, the dissipation is below the TO-18 limit 
of 400mW at room temperature. For applications at higher 
ambient temperatures, a 2N6121 in a TO-220 package is a 
more reliable substitute. This small, current-mode transmit
ter can be located close to the RTD, with signal and power 
conducted through one twisted-wire pair from the remote 
monitoring point to the central controller. At the controller, 
a proportional analog voltage is reconstructed. 
The RCV420 current-loop receiver has an output of Oto SV 
for a 4-to-20mA output. The maximum voltage drop across 
the receiver's input is 750 (the internal resistance between 
pins 2 and 3) times 20mA, or l.SV. 

ERROR COMPENSATION 
The isolation amp, an ISO 103, creates both an isolated 
signal buffer and an isolated de-de converter power sup
ply that energizes the XTR101 and RCV420, as well as 
the ISO103's internal input amplifier. By adjusting R, 
and~ for input-temperature-to-voltage accuracy, design
ers can compensate for gain and off set-voltage errors in 
the 1SO103 and RCV420. The 1SO103's high continuous
voltage rating means that the circuit can tolerate line 
voltages to lSOOVrms. The amplifier's isolation-mode 
rejection is 130dB at 60Hz, high enough to limit the 
interference of a 1500Vrms fault to 0.SmVrms, or an 
error of 0.014°C referred to the input. 
Designers can verify the input-<:hannel linearity by measur
ing the temperature-to-voltage error. The resulting 0.2% 
error, which equates to a maximum 0.2°C error, is due 
almost entirely to the temperature-to-resistance nonlinearity 
of the PTIOO. If greater accuracy or a wider temperature 
range is n~ded, designers can apply an RTD resistance 
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FIGURE 3. On the Output Side, the Process Control Loop Includes an Isolated 0-20mA Loop Driver. 

correction factor in the controller, leaving only the 0.04% 
error from the 1S0103. 
The output half of the process control loop consists of the 
isolated 0-to-20mA loop driver (Figure 3). The circuit re
ceives a 0-to-SV input from the controller in the DCS. The 
driver output current energizes an actuator valve that con
trols the steam pressure, which regulates the process tem
perature. Thus, the process control loop is closed by an 
isolated current-to-pressure converter built around the ISO 113 
internally powered output isolation amp. 

The circuit operates by closing a voltage feedback loop, such 
that VIN is developed across R,. This is done by connecting 
the common pin to one end of R1 and the sense pin to the 
other, with V OIJT connected to the gate of the VN2222 
MOSFET. 

To use the maximum compliance voltage at the output. the 
common pin voltage is referenced off the negative supply 
with a 6.2V zener diode, z,. To keep the zener active when 
the output current is ~ro. the driver output current flows 
through the diode to the negative supply, along with a 
1.SmA current from the positive supply through~- For the 
30V supply in the example, 19V remains across the MOSFET 
and load. allowing for a maximum load resistance of 9500. 

The ISO113's input offset voltage, which can be compen
sated by the controller's transfer function, determines the 
accuracy of the output offset current (105 = V 0 /R,), Gain 
accuracy depends on the accuracy and stability of ~. If 
adequate care isn't taken, power dissipation in R, can de
grade the transfer function's linearity. 

For example, the temperature change in R1• for a resistor 
thermal resistance of 300°C/W is 30°. Consequently, a 
resistor temperature coefficient of SOppm/°C causes a 0.15% 
nonlinearity. To reduce this error, either the resistor thermal 
resistance or temperature coefficient must be reduced. The 
thermal resistance can be lowered by connecting four sepa
rate lkn resistors in parallel to form the 2500 resistance, or 
by using a large wire-wound resistor. 
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As with the IS0103, the 1S0113 is rated for 1500Vrms 
continuous isolation voltage. Under this maximum interfer
ence condition at 60Hz, the l 30dB isolation-mode rejection 
results in a 2µA output-current enor, only 0.01 % of full
scale and negligible in this application. 
Medical instrumentation, although a totally different class of 
application from process control, illustrates an extreme ex
ample of. isolation protection that may also be needed in 
process control, automated test equipment. and data acquisi
tion systems. An ECG amplifier, for instance, is designed to 
accurately amplify the heart muscle's action potential sensed 
by surface skin electrodes. A specific design example is an 
amplifier configured for measuring the difference between 
the left arm (LA) electrode and the right arm (RA) electrode 
while driving the right leg (RL) with a small currenL This is 
referred to as the "Lead r' configuration (Figure 4). 

AVOIDING INTERFERENCE 
Corrupting interference from nearby 60Hz line-operated 
equipment is minimized by the RL drive amplifier (IC2A), 
the high input impedance and common-mode rejection ratio 
(CMRR) of the instrumentation amplifier (IC1), and the low 
barrier capacitance of the isolation amp (IC3). The barrier 
capacitance, 13pF, also ensures patient safety by limiting 
60Hz leakage current from 240Vnns power-line coupling to 
below 2µArms, which is one-tenth of the Underwriters 
Laboratories' standard for medical and dental equipmenL 
The electrode input-current limiting ·resistors <Ri-R:,), the 
transistor clamps (Q

1 
and Q

2
, both 2N3904s), and the isola

tion amp's internal insulation protect the amplifier from 
defibrillator and ESU high-voltage transients. 

The bandwidth needed to faithfully amplify the ECG wave
form is 0.0SHz to lOOHz. The low-frequency limit is needed 
to attenuate slowly varying potentials caused by chemical 
reactions at the electrode-skin interface. Therefore, the gain 
of the de-coupled instrumentation amplifier is set at IO to 
prevent the amplified electrode potentials from creating an 
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~ - NOTE: K;u:0PA2111 

FIGURE 4. In an ECG Amplifier, an Isolation Amplifier Protects the Circuitry and the Patient from Leakage Current from 60Hz 
Line Operated Eqllipment and from High-Voltage T~ients Caused By Other EquipmenL 

overload. Input low-pass filtering for differential inputs is 
perfonned by R,, ~ and Cr The upper 3dB frequency: 

:;: (1/2,t)/[RI + Rz)(CI)] 

= (0.159)/((600k0)(2.2nF)] = '1 l0Hz 

An important consideration. is the ECG amplifier's com
mon-mode inp_ut impedance. Because the LA and RA elec
trode impedances can be imbalanced by as .much as. lOOkO, 
the differential signal seen by IC1 may be in error if the 
impedance is b~low 10,MO. However, the common-mode 
input impedance of the instrumentation amplifier used, an 
INAll0, is large enough, 2 x 10120, so the cable shield's 
capacitance of 1 OOpF dominates the ECG amplifier's co~
mon-mode input impedance. The resulting reactance of 
26M.Cl at 60Hz is high enough to prevent errors due to 
electrode impedance mismatching. 

The RL amplifier reduces the 60Hz noise resulting from the 
magnetic and electric fields surrounding line-voltage so~rces. 
Typically, this noise·voltage is 0.1 to lVp-p, about 100 to 
1000 times the ECG signal. The RL amplifier helps reject 
the noise by reducing the common-mode voltage with nega
tive feedback llllough the op amp integrator (IC2A). 

The amount of loop gain available at 60Hz depends on the 
compensation needed to stabilize the loop. The ·isolation 
supplied by IC

3 
reduces. the required compensation by add

ing series barrier capacitance between the patient and earth 
ground, .thereby maximiz~ng the ayailable 60Hz noise rejec
tion. 

A pair of gain-setting resistors (R4 and R,) create an ac 
common-mode voltage sense point for the RL dri".e ampli
f,ier. The de voltage at this point is 1 V lower than the inputs, 
so the driver amplifier floats the patjent to .+IV relative~ 
isolated ground as a consequence <>f forcing the C9mmon
mode point to 7.ero. The design aims to maximize the RL 
drive amplifier's gain at 60Hz while maintaining the feed-
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back loop's stability. Using the INAl lO's gain equation, the 
gain-setting resistance for a gain. of G is: 

R4 ::: R, =·(20k0/(G - I) - 25]0. 

The second amplifier stage (ICJ is an ac-coupled, variable 
gain, noninverting amplifier. The lower 3dB frequency is 
0.05Hz. The unit used is an OPA2111 JFET input op aDip 
with a 1014'2 input resistance and a 3pA input bias current. 
These values allow the use of a l0MO input resistor without 
introducing de errors. With the variable gain feature, design
ers can · set a nominal 1 V /niV gain or adjust the output 
waveform amplitude for patient ECG variations. 

This stage includes an automatic-gain-control f eedback'loop 
that ensures a rapid recovery from ESU interference. The 
loop caps the amplifier's output at 2V, a' level determined by 
the MOSFET's threshold voltage (0.8 to 3V), the diode peak 
detector, and value of~- By limiting the output to 2V, the 
input is kept below 20mV, so cl can quickly discharge 
during transient recovery. 

TWO SOURCES OF TRANSIENTS 
The ECG amplifier must deal with two· sources of high
voltage transients. One is the 'ESu, essentially a high
voltage RF generator. The other is the defibrillator, which 
generates electrical pulses. 

The ESU has two modes: coagulate and cul In the coagulate 
mode, the unit applies a gated 1MHz damped sinusoid to 
close small ruptured blood vessels with RF heating. In the 
cut mode, a lower frequency (300kHz) sinusoid with less 
damping is applied to tissue with a scalpel electrode, facili
tating_ "bloodless" surgery (Figure 5). 

The pati~nt lies on a large electrode, supplying a return path 
for the high-:-frequency currenL Another current path is 
created by the stray capaci~ce coupling the primary and 
secondary windings of the power-supply transforiner, which 
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FIGURE 5. An Electrosurgery Unit Generates Two Damped 
Sinusoids that Can Cause Transients in the ECG 
Amplifier. The coagulate·wavefonn is at 1MHz 
(top), and the cut waveform is at 300kHz (bot
tom). 

is connected to line voltage. The isolation amp completes 
this second path through its power-supply winding capaci
tance and barrier capacitance. 
The defibrillator, on the other hand, charges a 16µF high
voltage capacitor to an adjustable voltage level calibrated in 
terms of energy (watt-seconds). The capacitor is discharged 
against the patient's chest through a lOOmH inductor and 
two large metal electrodes, or paddles. The result is an 
underdamped transient known as the Lown waveform 
The value of this transient is derived by completing the LCR 
circuit with a son resistor model for the human body. The 
voltage that appears between the paddles is the voltage 
across the 500 resistor. For a setting of 400Ws, the capacitor 
is charged to 7kV, and the frequency of the damped sinusoid 

Boctrosurgery + 
Unit Generator 

is 126Hz. The peak CtµTent and voltage tum out to be 69A 
and 346.0V. Some fraction of this transient appears at the 
ECG electrodes and between the isolated patient ground and 
the output (earth) ground. 

During ESU and defibrillator operation, the two 2N3904 
trapsistors clamp the INAl lO's inputs at +SV and --0.7V. 
With no overvoltages present, the transistor's leakage cur
rent is less than l()()pA. The 330W inputresistors limit the 
peak defibrillator input current to less than lOmA, but they 
must di~sipate 41 W of instantaneous power. Fortunately, the 
defibrillator charge~ _ slowly enough to avoid significant 
resistor heating_ and damage. · , · 

Larger ESU generators, however, can deliver 300W,of RF 
power to the patienL The resull js a ,worst case of 300mW 
dissipated in the 1/2W input resistors. 
The ISO107 supplies an isolated gain of one for the ECG 
signal and an isolated supply for the INAl 10 and OP A2111. 
Besides limiting the 60Hz leakage current. the unit's barrier 
capacitance limits barrier RF current during ESU operation. 
The path of the RF leakage current is through the 50pF stray 
capacitance of the ESU line transfonner, the amp~er's 
power-supply transformer capacitance, and the 1SO107 iso
lation barrier (Figure 6). 

The 13pFbarrier capacitance conducts a transient current of 
57mA peak. Though this level doesn't damage the isolation 
amp, it corrupts the output signal, because the slew rate of 
the interference is 4400V /µs. As a result. an output latch is 
used to ground the output during the interference. When the 
output exceeds 1.4V, Q.. (also a 2N3904) conducts, forcing 
the output to V SAT' which the output sense sees as positive 
feedback. To release the clamp, the input voltage of the 
isolation amp must go below ground. 
The performance of the ECG amplifier is determined by the 
frequency response, the common-mode rejection, and the 

Amplifior 

FIGURE 6. Stray Capacitances Coupling the Windings of the ESU ~d Amplifier P~'rer Transformers Supply Paths for RF 
Leakage Current. · · · 
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response to ESU interference and defibrillator pulses. Using 
the isolation circuitty described, the amplifier's 3dB band
width is 0.05 to lOOHz and CMRR ranges from 95dB at 
0.05Hz to 80dB at lOOHz. 

To simulate a patient load, a 500 resistor was placed across 
the defibrillator outpuL With a 400Ws defibrillator pulse 
applied directly between the amplifier's isolated and output 
grounds, the output clamps and briefly oscillates during the 
transient. but settles back before the transient ends. 

To test the ESU interference response, an ECG simulator 
was used to apply a test input waveform of lmV amplitude, 
and 240beats/min. The isolation barrier RF interference 
voltage and the ECG output were then displayed on an 
oscilloscope. The output clamp effectively zeroes the output 
during the transient. as expected. then releases during the 
first negative-going input once the RF ceases (Figure 7). 

Reprinlad from ElodnJnic Da,/gn, Fobnuuy 22. 1990. 

FIGURE 7. With an Isolation Barner RF Interference Volt
age Applied (top), the Amplifier's Output Clamp 
Zeroes the Output (bottom). 
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IMPROVED NOISE PERFORMANCE OF THE 
ACF2101 SWITCHED INTEGRATOR 

By Bonnie C. Baker (602) 746-7984 

The signal-to-noise ratio and bandwidth of the combination 
of the ACF2101 dual, switched integrator and a low-level 
input current is exceptional when compared to the perf or
mance of a classical transimpedance amplifier (Figure 1). To 
further improve the ACF2101 signal-to-noise ratio, a resis
tor can be added in series with the input sensor. 

VCUT 

Sonsor 

Integrator Ampliflor 

Vour 

Sensor 

Classlcal Tranalmpedanco AmDlifior 

FIGURE 1. Typical Circuits Used to Convert Current Sig-
nals to Voltage. 

The ACF2101 is a dual switched integrator, as shown in 
Figure 2 The current from the sensor is integrated by the 
capacitor (Coo,) in the feedback loop of the amplifier. Since 
the inverting input of the amplifier is kept at a virtual 
ground, the output of the integrator changes in a negative 
direction over time. The resulting transfer function of the 
switched integrator is: 

Your= C-I J~ Im dt 
INT 

AB-053 

Where: 
V our = output voltage of op amp 
Curr = integration capacitor 
Im = sensor current 

The output of the ACF2101 switched integrator is a time 
averaged representation of the input. 

1/2ACF2101 
: Reset 

FIGURE 2. The ACF2101 Switched Integrator Block Dia-
gram. 

Once the ACF2101 has integrated the input signal over a 
predetennine period, the HOLD switch is opened. allowing 
the user to read the output of the switched integrator at a held 
voltage. The HOLD switch performs a sample/hold function 
on the signal. Once the signal is read, the RESET switch is 
closed in order to discharge the integration capacitor, CINT' 
and bring the output back to the same potential as the 
inverting input of the amplifier. Once the output returns to 
ground, the RESET switch is opened. Shortly after the 
RESET switch is opened, the HOLD switch closes to start 
the integration cycle again. 

Typically, a photodiode is used as the sensor for both 
circuits shown in Figure 1. A photodiode can be modeled 
using the sensor model shown in Figure 3. This model 
includes a current source (Im), parasitic resistor (R1), and 
parasitic capacitor (C1). Typical values of R, range from 
lOOkn to lOOGn. Typical values of C1 range from 20pF to 
l()()()pF. C, can be higher if the sensor is placed at a remote 
location, and a cable, with parasitic capacitance to ground, 
is used to transmit the signal to the input of the switched 
integrator. 
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FIGURE 3. Photodiode Model Used in Noise Analysis. 

The noise model for the complete photodiode/switched 
integrator application is shown in Figure 4. In most applica
tions the switched integrator is in the integrate mode for 
most of the total integration cycle. The model in Figure 4 
represents the ACF2101 with the HOLD switch closed and 
the RESET switch opened. The typical on-resistance of the 
HOLD switch is l.5kn. and the typical open-resistance of 
the RESET switch is 100000. 

1/2 ACF2101 

RRESET 

Photodiodo 

FIGURE 4. ACF2101 Switched Integrator and Photodiode 
Model Used for Noise Analysis. 
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FIGURE 5. Noise Gain of the ACF2101, Switched Integra
tor. 
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The three dominate sources of noise at the output of the 
s~itched integrator aie the gained op amp noise. the charge 

· injection noise of-the switches and the 'frr/ c noise of the 
integration capacitor. A bode plot of the op amp noise gain 
of the s_witched integrator is shown in Figure 6. The low

. frequency pole of the noise gain' is equal to: 

f = 1 
p 21tR RESEI' CINT 

This pole is usually found at very low frequencies. For 
example,.if ~ = 100000 and C00 = lOOpF, the pole 
would occur at 0.00159Hz. 

The zero of the noise gain plot is equal to: 

I 

This zero is also usually found at very low frequencies. For 
example, if R, = lOOMn, C, = 50pF, ~ = 100000, and 
C11,;r = 1 OOpF, fz would equal 10.6Hz. 

As a consequence, the op amp output noise of the switched 
integrator is dominated by the high frequency op amp noise 
multiplied by: 

High frequency noise gain = ( I + C ~ ) 

The total rms noise can be estimated as equal to: 

NOISEOP AMP = 10 ( I + C~) µVnns 

The charge injection noise of the switches and the integra
tion capacitor noise both have broad band noise equivalent 
to lOµVrms. The total characterized noise of the ACF2101 
switched integrator with various input capacitance and iote.; 
gration capacitance is shown in Figure 6. 
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FIGURE 6. Total Output Noise of the ACF2101 Switched 
Integrator vs Parasitic Photodiode Capacitance, 
C1, and the ACF2101 Integration Capacitor, 
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To further improve the signal-to-noise ratio of the ACF2101 
switched integrator, a resistor can be added in series with the 
sensor, as shown in Figure 7. This additional resistor,~. in 
series with RHOU>• adds a pole/zero pair at higher frequen
cies. When ~ equals on, the pole/zero pair generated by 
HOLD switch on-resistance (RHow = 1.Sk!l) occurs at 
frequencies close to the open loop gain of the amplifier. As 
shown in the bode plot in Figure 8, ~ plus ~ow attenuates 
high frequency noise. 

112ACF2101 

RRESET • 

FIGURE. 7. The ACF2101 Switched. Integrator with an 
Additional Resistor, RN, Added in Series with 
the Photodiode to Reduce Noise. 
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FIGURE 8. Noise Gain Plots of ACF2101 with an Addi
tional Resistor, ~. in Series with the Photo
diode. 

An application example is shown in Figure 9. The photo
diode is modeled with a parasitic capacitance of I OOOpF and 
parasitic resistance of SOMO. The integration capacitor used 
in the feedback loop of the op amp in the ACF2 l O 1 is equal 
to lOOpF. The 20-bit, 40kHz ADC750 AID converter block 
diagram is shown in Figure 10. Extreme care should be 
taken to properly guard the high impedance input pins of the 
ACF2101 in order to. reduce the possibility of coupled noise 
into the signal. 

The design trade-off for improved noise performance of the 
switched integrator is a slight degradation in the linearity 
performance of the photodetector. The current from the 
sensing device will cause an IR drop across~- This IR drop 
will impress a voltage across the sensor, causing a small 
degree of dark current to start to conduct. As shown in 
Figure 8, the pole.generated by the additional resistor, RN• is 
equal to: 

Pole = 2 R ( R + R ) C 
7tl N HOLD 1 

The pole is directly affected by the value of ~ and C1 

(photodetector parasitic capacitance). Higher values for C1 

will reduce the noise without compromising the linearity 
performance of the photodetector. The overall circuit perfor
mance is best optimized when the photodetector parasitic 
capacitance, C1, is 200pF or greater. 

The ACF2101 switched integrator is optimized for good 
noise and bandwidth performance for low-level input cur
rents. The addition of a resistor in series with the photodiode 
further improves the noise performance without sacrificing 
bandwidth. . 

Tho information provldod heroin la believed to be reliable; however. BURR-BROWN assumoa no reapoMlblllty for inaccuraclos or omlfflona. BURR·BROWN assumoa 
no responalblllty for tho uso of this information, and au uso of such information ahaU bo ontlroly at the usor'a own risk. Prlcoa and apoc:lficatlona are aubjoct to chango 
without notice. No paten! rights or licenses to any of tho circuits described herein are lmpliod or grantod to any third party. BURR-BROWN doos not authorlzo or warrant 
any BURR-BROWN l)fOducl for use in lifo support dovicoo and/or ayatoma. 
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FIGURE 9. Circuit and Timing Diagram used to Test the Noise Performance of the ACF2101 with and without~-
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FIGURE 10. Block Diagram of ADC750 AID Converter. 
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NOISE ANALYSIS OF FET TRANSIMPEDANCE AMPLIFIERS 

The availability of detailed noise spectnl density character
istics for the OPAll l amplifier allows an accurate noise 
error analysis in a variety of different circuit configurations. 
The fact that the spectral characteristics are guaranteed 
maximums allows absolute noise errors to be truly bounded. 
Other FET amplifiers nonnally use simpler specifications of 
rms noise in a given bandwidth (typically lOHz to lOkHz) 
and peak-to-peak noise (typically specified in the band 
0.1 Hz to lOHz). These specifications do not contain enough 
information to allow accurate analysis of noise behavior in 
any but the simplest of circuit configurations. 

Noise in the OPAi 11 can be modeled as shown in Figure 1. 
This model is the same form as the DC model for offset 
voltage (Eos> and bias currents (18). In fact, if the voltage 
e0(t) and currents i,.(t) are thought of as general instantaneous 
error sources, then they could represent either noise or DC 
offsets. The error equations for the general instantaneous 
model are shown in Figure 2. 

Amplifior With Nolso 

FIGURE 1. Noise Model of OPAi 11. 

If the instantaneous terms represent DC errors (i.e., offset 
voltage and bias currents) the equation is a useful tool to 
compute actual errors. It is not, however, useful in the same 
direct way to computer noise errors. The basic problem is 
that noise cannot be predicted as a function of time. It is a 
random variable and must be described in probabilistic 
terms. It is nonnally described by some type of average
most commonly the rms value. 

(1) 

where N rms is the rms value of some random variable n(t). 
In the case of amplifier noise, n(t) represents either e0(t) or 
iD(l). 

Gg(I) = o,.(t) [1 + f\/R1l + l,,..(t) R, + 1,..(1) f\ (1 + f\/R,J 

FIGURE 2. Circuit With Error Sources. 

The internal noise sources in operational amplifiers are 
normally uncorrelated. That is, they are randomly related to 
each other in time and there is no systematic phase relation
ship. Uncorrelated noise quantities are combined as root
sum-squares. Thus, if n1(t), 0i(t), and "3(t) are uncorrelated 
then their combined value is 

NTOTAL rms= ✓N12 rms+Nlrms+N 3
2 rms (2) 

The basic approach in noise error calculations then is to 
identify the noise sources, segment them into conveniently 
handled groups (in terms of the shape of their noise spectral 
densities), compute therms value of each group, and then 
combine them by root-sum-squares to get the total noise. 

TYPICAL APPLICATION 
The circuit in Figure 3 is a common application of a low 
noise FET amplifier. It will be used to demonstrate the 
above noise calculation method. 

FIGURE 3. Pin Photo Diode Application. 
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CRI is a ~IN photodiode connected in the photovoltaic 
mode (no bias voltage) which produces an output current i1N 

when exposed to the light, )... 

A more complete circuit is shown in Figure 4. The values 
shown for Ci and R1 are typical for small geometry PIN 
diodes with sensitivities in the range of 0.5 A/W. The value . 
of C2 is what would be expected from stray capacitance with 
moderately careful layout (0.5pF to 2pF). A larger value of 
C2 would normally be used to limit the bandwidth and 
reduce the voltage noise at higher frequencies. 

Equivalont Circuit for CR1 

•• \ ••••••••••••• -, l1N 

~ 

NOTE: In+ shorted In this conliauraUon. 

FIGURE 4. Noise Model of Photodiode Application. 

In Figure 4, t; and ~ represent the amplifier's voltage and 
current spectral densities, t;(Cll) and iu(Cll), respectively. These 
are shown in Figure 5. 

Figure 6 shows the desired "gain" of the circuit 
(ttansimpedance of eofiIN = Zi(s)). It has a single-pole rolloff 
at f2 = 1/(21t~C2) = ro/1:rt. Output noise is minimized if f2 

is made smaller. Normally~ is chosen for the desired DC 
transimpedance based on the full scale input current (iIN full 
scale) and maximum output (e0 max). Then C2 is chosen to 
make f2 as small as possible consistent with the nec~ssary 
signai frequency response. 
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FIGURE 5. Noise Voltage and Current Spectral Density. 

'109 

f2=15.91/ '\ 
I\ 

\ 
10' 

0.01 0.1 10 100 1k 10k 100k 1M 10M 

froquoncv (Hz) 

FIGURE 6. Transimpedance. 

VOLTAGE NOISE 
Figure 7 shows the noise voltage gain for the circuit in 
Figure 4. It is derived from the equation 

eo=e [-A ]=e .!.[-1 ] 
D 1 + AP D p 1 +-1-

. AP 

(3) 

where: 

A = A(ro) is the open-loop gain. 
P = P(ro) is the feedback factor. It is the amount of output 

voltage feedback to the input of the op amp. 
AP = A(ro) P(ro) is the loop gain. It is the amount of the 

output voltage feedback to the input and then ampli
fied and returned to the output 

Note that for large loop gain (AP » 1) 
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(4) 
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For the circuit in Figure 4 it can be shown that 

.!_= l + R2 (R1C1s + 1) 
p R1(R2C2s+l) 

This may be rearranged to 

.!.= R2 +R 1 ['tAs+l] 
p R1' 't2s+ 1 

where 'ta = (R1 II Rz) (C1 11 CJ 

1 . ;· 1 
Then,f. =--andf 2 =-

2
--

21t 'ta' 1t 't2 

(5) 

(Sa) 

(5b) 

(5c) 

(Sd) 

For very low frequencies• (f << fJ,· s approaches zero and 
equation 5 becomes 

(6) 

For very high frequencies (f » fJ, s approaches infinity and 
equation 5 becomes 

10M 

1M 

100k 

10k 

0.1 

0.01 

0.001 
0.01 0.1 

-k'K,a1.63x1o-3=(1HzlfJ(1 +(fVR 1)1 

1 10 100 1k 101< 100k 1M 10M 

Froquoncy (Hz) 

FIGURE 7. Noise Voltage Gain. 

(7) 

The noise voltage spectral density at the output is obtained 
by multiplying the amplifier's noise voltage spectral density 
(Figure Sa) times the circuits noise gain (Figure 7). Since 
both curves are plotted on log-log scales, the multiplication 
can be performed by the addition of the two curves. The 
result is shown in Figure 8. 
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FIGU.RE 8. Output Voltage Noise Spectral Density. 

The total rms noise at the amplifier's output due to the 
amplifier's internal voltage noise is derived from the e0(m) 
function in· Figure 8 with the following expression: 

E0 nns = {E:e0
2 (m) dm (8) 

It is both convenient and informative to calculate the rms 
noise using a piecewise approach (region-by-region) for 
each of the three region~ indica~ in Figure 8. 

Region l; f1 = 0.OlHz to fc = lOOHz 

(9) 

[ 10
7

] =80nV lffz l+io°8 (9a) 

=0.267µV 

This region has the characteristic of 1/f or "pink" noise 
(slope of -lOdB per decade on the log-log plot of e0m). The 
selection of 0.0 lHz is somewhat arbitrary but it can be 
shown that for this example there would be only negligible 
additional contribution by extending f1 several decades lower. 
Note that K1 (I + R/R1) is the value of Co at f = 1 Hz. 

Region 2; f. = 673Hz to f2 = 15.9kHz 

. fiTc! 
En2 rms= K2 •Knrt-T (10) 

=(6nWffz)0.63x 10-3) (15.9~z)3 - (67;)3 (10a) 

= ll.3µV (9) 

169 



For Immediate Assistance, Contact Your Local Salesperson 
This is the region of increasing noise gain (slope of +20dB/ 
decade on the log-log plot) caused by the lead network 
formed by the resistance R1 II Ri and the capacitance (C1 + 
CJ. Note that ~ • K2 is the value of the Co (ro) function for 
this segment projected back to IHz. 

Region 3; f > 15.9kHz 

=(6nVI..Jiiz)(1+ ~) (~)80k)-15.9k 

= 51. 7µ.V 

(11) 

(lla) 

This is a region of white noise with a single order rolloff at 
f3 = 80kHz caused by the intersection of the IIP curve and 
the open-loop gain curve. The value of 80kHz is obtained 
from observing the intersection point of Figure 7. The rr/2 
applied to f3 is to convert from a 3dB comer frequency to an 
effective noise bandwidth. 

CURRENT NOISE 
The output voltage component due to current noise is equal 
to: 

J;i = iu X Zz(s) 

where Zz(s) = ~ 11 Xo 

(12) 

(12a) 

This voltage may be obtained by combining the infonnation 
from Figures S (b) and 6 together with the open loop gain 
curve of Figure 7. The result is shown in Figure 9. 

Using the same techniques that were used for the voltage 
noise: 

Region l; 0.lHz to l0kHz 

Elli1 =4x10-9✓10k-0.l 

=0.4µ.V 

Region 2; l0kHz to 15.9kHz 

Elliz = 4 x 10_13 (15.9kHz)
3 

(10kHz)3 
3 3 

(13) 

= 0.4µ.V (13a) 

Region 3; f > 15.9kHz 

Eni3 = 6. 36 x 10-9 ✓I(&OkHz)-15. 9kHz 

=2.1µ.V ------- (13b) 

EllirorAL = 10-6✓(0.4)2 +(0.4)2 +(2.1)2 

=2.2µ.Vrms (13c) 
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FIGURE 9. Output Voltage Due to Noise Current. 

RESISTOR NOISE 
For a complete noise analysis of the circuit in Figure 4, the 
noise of the feedback resistor, ~. must also be included. The 
thermal noise of the resistor is given by: 

Ea rms= ✓4kTRB 
K = Boltzmann's constant= 1.38 x 10-23 

Joulesl°Kelvin 
T = Absolute temperature (°K) 
R = Resistance (0) 

(14) 

B = Effective noise bandwidth (Hz) (ideal filter assumed) 

At 25°C this becomes 

Ea rms = 0.13 -✓iui 
Ea rms in µ.V 
RinMn 
Bin Hz 

For the circuit in Figure 4 

R2 = 1070 = lOMO 

B = .!!.( f 2 ) = .!!.15, 9kHz 
2 2 

Then 

ER nns=(411nVl✓Hz)..Jii 

= { 4llnV!../Hz)✓.--I-15-. 9-kHz-

= 64.9µ.Vnns 
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TOTAL NOISE . 
The total noise may now be computed from 

(15) 

(15a) 

= 10-6✓(0.293)2 +(11.3)2 +(51. 7)2 +(64.9)2 +(2.2) 2 

=83.SµVrms 

CONCLUSIONS 
Examination of the results in equation (16b) together with 
the curves in Figure 8 leads to some interesting conclusions. 

The largest component is the resistor noise &.it (60% of the 
total noise). A lower resistor value decreases resistor noise 
as a function of ✓R, but it also lowers the desired signal gain 
as a direct function of R. Thus, lowering R reduces the 
signal-to-noise ratio at the output which shows that the 
feedback resistor should be as large as possible. The noise 
contribution due to Ri can be decreased by raising the value 
of C2 (lowering fJ but this reduces signal bandwidth. 

The second largest component of total noise comes from l;,3 

(38%). Decreasing C1 will also lower the term ~(l + C/CJ. 
In this case, f2 will stay fixed and f. will move to the right 
(i.e., the +20dB/decade slope segment will move to the 
right). This can have a significant reduction on noise without 
lowering the signal bandwidth. This points out the impor
tance of maintaining low capacitance at the amplifier's input 
in low noise applications. 

It should be noted that increasing C2 will also lower the 
value of~ ( I + C/½), and the value of f2 (see equation Sb). 
This reduces signal bandwidth and the final value of C2 is 
normally a compromise between noise gain and necessary 
signal bandwidth. 

It is interesting to note that the current noise of the amplifier 
accounted for only 0.1 % of the total I;,. This is different than 
would be expected when comparing the current and voltage 
spectral densities with the size of the feedback resistor. For 
example, if we define a characteristic value of resistance as 

ROIARACTERISTIC = ~n(ro) at f = lOkHz 
. ln (00) 

6nVI../Hz. 
0.4fAffz 

=15Mn 

Thus, in simple transimpedance circuits with feedback resis
tors greater than the characteristic value, the amplifier's 
current noise would cause more output noise than the 
amplifier's voltage noise. Based on this and the IOMQ 
feedback resistor in the. example, the amplifier noise current 
would be expected to have a higher contribution than the 
noise voltage. The reason it does not in the example of 
Figure 4 is that the noise voltage has high gain at higher 
frequencies (Figure 7) and the noise current does not (Figure 
6). 

The lnfonnallon provided herein la believed to be reliable; however, BURR-BROWN anumoa no responolbllilyfor Inaccuracies or omissions. BURR-BROWN auumes 
no responsibility for lhe use of thla lnf0m1allon, and aD use of such Information shaD be ontlroly at the uaor's own risk. Prices and specifications are subject to change 
without nolico. No patent rights OI' licenses to any of the ckculta descn1>od horooi are lmp[lod o,granted to any third party. BURR-BROWN does not authorize or warrant 
any BURR-BROWN product for use in &fo suppolt dovicoa and/or systems. 
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PHOTODIODE MONITORING WITH-OP AMPS 

With their low-input currents, FET input op amps are uni
versally used in monitoring photodetectors, the most com
mon of which are photodiodes. There are a variety of 
amplifier connections for this purpose and the choice is 
based on linearity, offset. noise and bandwidth consider
ations. These same factors influence the selection of the 
amplifier with newer devices offering very low-input cur
rents, low noise and high speed. 

Photodetectors are the bridge between a basic physical 
indicator and electronics resulting in the largest single usage 
of FET op amps. As a measure of physical conditions, light 
is secondary to temperature and pressure until the measure
ment is made remotely with no direct contact to the moni
tored object. Then, the signals of a CAT scanner. star
tracking instrument or electron microscope depen·d on light 
for the final link to signal processing. Photociiodes have 
made that link economical and expanded usage to .detector 
arrays that employ more than 1000 light sensors. Focus then 
turns to accurate conversion of the photodiode output to a 
linearly related electrical signal. As always, this is a contest 
between speed and resolution with noise as a basic limiting 
element. Central to the contest is the seemingly simple 
current-to-voltage converter which displays surprising mul
tidimensional constraints and suggests alternative configura
tions for many optimizations. 

CURRENT-TO-VOLTAGE 
The energy transmitted by light to a photodiode can be 
measured as either a voltage or current output. For a voltage 
response, the diode must be monitored from a high imped
ance that does not draw significant signal current. That 
condition is provided by Figure 1 a. Here, the photodiode is 
in series with the input of an op amp where ideally zero 
current flows. That op amp has feedback set by R1 and R2 to 
establish amplification of the voltage diode just as if it was 
an offset voltage of the amplifier. While appealing to more 
common op amp thinking, this voltage mode is nonlinear. 
The response has a logarithmic relationship to the light 
energy received since the sensitivity of the diode varies with 
its voltage. 

Constant voltage for a fixed sensitivity suggests current 
output instead and that response is linearly related to the 
incident light energy. A monitor of that current must have 
zero input impedance to respond with no voltage across the 
diode. Zero impedance is the role of an op amp virtual 
ground as high-amplifier loop gain removes voltage swing 
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from the input. That is the key to the basic current-to-voltage 
converter connection of Figure 1 b. It provides an input 
resistance of RlAwhere A is the op_en-loop gain of the op 
amp. Even though R1 is generally very large, the resulting 
input resistance remains negligible in comparison to the 
output res!stance of photodiodes. 

Ip l 

/ 

(a) .Rz 

(b) 

D, 

-:-

R, 
100Mn 

100kn 

8g= (1 + RafR1) (KT/q) In (1 + liJ!s) 
-:- A1: OPA128 

-:-

D1: HP5082-4204 

e0 = lpR1 
A1:0PA111 
D1: HP5082-4204 

FIGURE ta. Photodiode Output Can be Monitored as a 
Voltage; or, lb, as a Current. 

Diode current is not accepted by the input of the op amp as 
its presence stimulates the high amplifier gain to receive that 
current through the feedback resistor, R1• To do so, the 
amplifier develops an output voltage equal to the diode 
current times the feedback resistance, R1• For that current-to
voltag~ gain to be ·_high, R1 is made as large as oth!!r 
constraints will pennit~ . At higher res.istance levels, that 
resistor begins to develop significant thermal DC voltage 
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drift due to the temperature coefficient of the amplifier input 
currenL To compensate this error, an equahesistance ~ is 
commonly connected in series with the op amp noninverting 
input, as shown, and capacitively bypassed to remove most 
of its noise. The remaining DC error is detennined by the 
mismatches between. the amplifier input currents and be
tween the two resistors. A drawback of this error correction 
is the voltage drop it creates across ,the diode and the 
resulting diode leakage currenL That leakage can override 
the correction achieved with ~. as photodiodes typically 
have large junction areas for high sensitivity. Leakage cur
rent is proportional to that area· which can, become· much 
larger than the op amp input currents. 

Only zero diode voltage can eliminate this new error source 
but that is in conflict with control of a second attribute of 
large diode area. Large parasitic capacitance is also present 
creating often severe amplification of noise as will be 
described. To reduce that capacitance, a large reverse-bias 
voltage is sometimes impressed on the diode greatly compli
cating DC stability and making current noise ;from the 
photodiode an additional error factor. Larger diode area may 
actually degrade overall accuracy and higher photo sensitiv
ity should first be sought through optical means such as a 
package with an integral molded lens. Monitor-circuit con
figurations that maintain zero diode voltage are also candi
dates in this optimization and are described with Figures 6, 
7 and 9. . 

The value of the feedback resistor in a current-to-voltage 
converter largely determines noise and bandwidth as well as 
gain. Noise contributed directly by the resistor has a spectral 
density of ✓4KTR1 and appears directly at the output of a 
current-l()-voltage converter without amplification. Increas
ing the size of the resistor not only raises output noise by a 
square root relationship but also increases output signal by 
a direct proportionality. Signal-to-noise ratio, then, tends to 
increase by the square root of the resistance. 

Noise from the op amp also influences the output with a 
surprising effect inttoduced by high feedback resistance and 
the diode capacitance. The amplifier noise sources are mod
eled in Figure 2a as an input noise current, io. and the input 
noise voltage, c;. The current noise flows through the feed
back resistor experiencing the same gain as the signal 
currenL It is the shot noise of the input bias current. 18 , and 
has a noise density of~• - Choice of an op amp having 
input cwrents in the picoamp range makes this noise com
ponent negligible for practical levels of feedback resistance. 
Input noise voltage of the amplifier would at first seem to be 
transferred with low gain to the outpuL That is true at DC 
where its gain 1 + R/Ro is kept small by the large diode 
resistance, Ro, Capacitance, C0 , of the diode: alters the 
feedback at higher frequencies adding very significant gain 
to Ca· As both the capacitance and the feedback resistance are 
commonly large; the effect can begin at fairly low frequen
cies. Figure 2b illusttates the effect with an op amp gain 
magnitude curve plotted with the reciprocal of the feedback 
factor or the "noise gain." That gain curve first experiences 
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a response zero due to C0 and begins a rise that is terminated 
only because of a second parasitic capacitance. Stray capaci
tance, Cs, shunts the feedback resistor resulting in a response 
pole leveling the gain at 1 + Cr/Cs. For large area diodes C0 

can be hundreds of picofarads causing the noise gain to peak 
in the hundreds as well. That gain continues to higher 
frequencies until rolled off by the op amp bandwidth limiL 
As feedback resistance increases, the pole and zero of this 
gain peaking move together to lower frequencies encom
passing a_greater specttum with high gain. 

(a) 

IAI (dB) 

Opon-Loop Gain 

-=-

lloVGaln 

logf 
(b) 

FIGURE 2a. Due to Diode Capacitance in the Feedback of 
the 'Basic Current-to-Voltage Converter, 2b, 
Op Amp Noise Receives Gain and Bandwidth 
Not Available to the Signal. 

First signs of this gain peaking phenomena are familiar to 
anyone who has used high resistance op amp feedback in 
more general circuits. High output to input resistance with 
an op amp results in overshoot, response peaking, poor 
settling or even oscillation all due to the resistance interac
tion with amplifier input capacitance. Together the resis
tance and capacitance fonn another pole in the feedback 
loop resulting in the classic differentiator feedback response. 
Shown by the dashed line for more general op amp cases, the 
associated feedback factor reciprocal intercepts the ampli
fier open loop magnitude response with a· 12dB/octave rate 
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of closure corresponding to feedback phase shift approach
ing or equal to 1800. The common cure for this condition is 
a capacitor across the feedback resistor, which for the very 
high resistances of current-to-voltage converters, automati
cally results from stray capacitance. Such capacitance de
generates the added feedback pole to control phase shift in 
the feedback loop. 

In understanding current-to-voltage converter noise perf or
mance it is important to note that the signal current and the 
noise voltage encounter entirely different frequency re
sponses. The current-to-voltage gain is flat with frequency 
until the feedback impedance is rolled off by stray capaci
tance as shown. Gain received by the amplifier noise volt
age, on the same graph, extends well beyond that roll-off and 
is high in that extended region. The majority of the op amp's 
bandwidth often serves only to amplify that noise error and 
not the signal. This is typically the dominant source of noise 
for higher feedback resistances. 

Relative effects of the major noise sources of a current-to
voltage converter can be seen with the curves of Figure 3. 
Those curves show output noise for the basic current-to
voltage converter of Figure 1 b including the effects of the 
noise gain represented in Figure 2b. Plotted are total output 
noises for three cases as a function of feedback resistance 
and each is the rms sum of the components produced by the 
feedback resistor and an op amp. Represented are three FET 
op amps having different performance specialties that cover 
the spectrum of photodiode applications with low noise, 
low-input bias current and high speed While all three types 
have low-noise designs and low-input currents, the OPAl 11 
offers the lowest noise in the FET op amp class at 6n V NHz, 
and the OPA128 has the lowest input current at 0.07SpA. 
Without neglecting performance in these categories, the 
OPA404 design pushes bandwidth to 6.4MHz. Noise due to 
the op amp is found by integrating the amplifier noise 
density spectral response over the noise gain response2. Also 
shown, by a dashed line, is the noise due to the resistor alone 
for the OPAll 1 and OPA211 I case. This resistor noise 
curve is different for the other op amps as each amplifier has 
a different bandwidth rolling off noise due to the resistor. 

Different factors control the noise curves for different ranges 
of feedback resistance. At low resistance levels, the noise 
curves are largely flat with the op amp voltage noise the 
dominant contributor. That domination makes initial resis
tance increases have little effect except for the case of the 
very low-voltage noise of the OPAll 1/ OPA2111. In this 
region noise gain peaking has not yet been encountered so 
the output noise remains small. Between l0kn and IMO, 
resistor noise is dominant and the curves track that error 
source as the dashed line shows for the OPAi 11/OP A2111. 
Here, the curves demonstrate the square root relationship 
with the resistance and differ only because of amplifier 
bandwidths. At still higher resistance, noise gain peaking 
takes effect returning the op. amp noise to dominance and 
boosting the curves higher. That effect is first demonstrated 
by the increased slope of theOPA404 curve as that amplifier's 
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wide bandwidth first encompasses the peaking. The noise 
curves level off when essentially the full amplifier band
width is encompassed by the gain peaking. Moving to yet 
higher resistance, resistor noise would return the curves to 
rising slopes, but resistor bandwidth is by then rolled off by 
stray capacitance. In this upper region, any increase in 
resistance is accompanied by a matching reduction in noise 
bandwidth so that the total resistor noise becomes a constant. 
Variables of diode and stray capacitances alter the point of 
onset of gain peaking errors, but the characteristic shape of 
the output noise curves remains the same for any case. Each 
will display ranges dominated by op amp noise, resistor 
noise and gain peaking effects. 
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AGURE 3. As the Feedback Resistance of a Current-to
Voltage Converter Increases, the Dominant 
Noise Source Changes from the Op Amp to the 
Resistor and Back to the Op Amp under Gain 
Peaking Conditions. 

Comparing the curves shows that the OPA111/OPA2111 
provide the lowest noise in two of the characteristic ranges. 
While the OPA128 shows a lower noise curve in the middle 
range, that is due to the amplifier's lower bandwidth and a 
bandwidth reduction technique to be described, removes that 
difference for the OPAi 11. Where the OPA128 excels is in 
very low DC error as its input currents are a mere 0.07SpA 
which is l/20th that of its low-noise contender. The third op 
amp, OPA404, produces higher total output noise overall, 
but that again is largely a bandwidth phenomenon. The 
6.4MHz response of that amplifier accommodates noise 
over a much greater frequency range. While the noise curve 
for this amplifier is consistently higher than that of the 
OPA128, the OPA404 actually has lower noise density but 
it has six times the bandwidth. That 6.4MHz bandwidth is 
available to signals for feedback resistances up to 50kn and 
the amplifier still offers the best bandwidth for resistances 
up to lS0kn. As the OPA404 is a quad op amp, its economy 
suggests consideration for use at even higher resistances 
along with bandwidth reduction that provides more competi
tive output noise. 
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Only a five dimensional graph could display the output 
noise, resistance, DC error, diode area and signal bandwidth 
considered in current-to-voltage converter design. Each spe
cific application's requirements are evaluated separately 
with respect to these factors. To avoid suboptimizing a given 
design for one factor such as gain, the various effects of 
increasing feedback resistance are anticipated at each step. 
Choices such as large diode area are made considering the 
related capacitance and its effect on output noise and overall 
circuit sensitivity. 

NOISE CONTROL 
Gain peaking effects are the primary noise limitation with 
the commonly preferred high feedback resistances. To limit 
this effect, or to eliminate the gain rise entirely, additional 
capacitance is commonly added to bypass the feedback 
resistor. The capacitance level required can be very small for 
some values of R, and the relative significance of unpredict
able stray capacitance make tuning desirable. Combined, 
these requirements are a challenge better resolved with a 
capacitor tee network as described in Figure 4a. It is capable 
of even subpicofarad tunable capacitance with little effect on 
stray capacitance in the tuning operation. The tee uses a 
capacitive divider fonned with ½ and C, to attenuate the 
signal applied to C, at the circuit inpuL With only a fraction 
of the output signal on C1, it supplies far less shunting 
current to the input node as would a nwch smaller capacitor. 
Controlling the attenuation ratio is the tunable c;, which is 
the largest of the capacitors, so its capacitance value is more 
readily available in tunable fonn. Since that capacitor is 
grounded, it has a shielding advantage to reduce stray 
capacitance influence while tuning. 

Another option for practical feedback bypass exists with a 
resistor tee which is a commonly considered replacement for 
the high value feedback resistor. The latter is replaced in 
Figure 4b by elements of more reasonable value but intro
duces greater low frequency noise. Its operation is the dual 
of the capacitor tee above with ~ and R, attenuating the 
signal to R1 so that the latter appears as a much larger 
resistor to the input node. A similar opportunity for the DC 
error compensation resistor Ri does not exist. DC error due 
to amplifier input current is no different with the tee so the 
large compensation resistor is still needed. 

Stray capacitance across the feedback is somewhat reduced 
with the resistor tee by the added physical spacing of the 
feedback with three elements. Also, stray capacitance across 
each individual element has much less effect with their 
lower resistances. Sensitivity to other stray capacitance from 
the op amp output to its input has the same effect as before. 

In the attenuation network of the feedback is the opportunity 
for intentional bypass with reasonable capacitor values. 
Bypassing the moderate resistance of~ removes the attenu
ation at higher frequencies leaving the net feedback resis
tance at the level of R1• This operation differs from true 
feedback bypass in that impedance levels off, rather than 
continuing to fall with frequency, but the dramatic drop in 
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FIGURE 4a. Removal of Amplifier Gain Peaking Through 
Small Capacitive Bypass of Large Feedback 
Resistance is More Feasible with a Capacitor 
Tee; or, 4b, Bypass of One Element of a Feed
back Resistor Tee. 

equivalent resistance serves the circuit requirement. Another 
benefit offered by the resistor tee is more accmate DC error 
compensation. 

Reduced high frequency noise with the tee element bypass 
is accompanied by an opposing increase at lower frequen
cies. Below the frequency of the bypass, noise gain is 
increased by the feedback attenuation of the tee network. 
That amplifies the noise and offset voltages of the op amp as 
well as the noise of resistor R1 by a factor of 1 + R/R,. 
Countering the latter is the resistor's smaller value so that 
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this effect is increased only· by the square root of the new 
noise gain. Most imponant, however, is the bypass capacitor 
removal of high frequency gain as it eliminates the greatest 
portion of previous noise bandwidth. In the absence of other 
means to remove the high frequencies, the bypassed resistor 
tee provides lower total output noise for the higher ranges of 
feedback resistance. 

Adding feedback ca~citance is an effective means of reduc
ing noise gain but it also decreases signal bandwidth by the 
same factor. That bandwidth is already low with high feed
-back resistance and the end result can be a response of a 
kilohertz or less. A more desirable solution to the noise 
problem is to limit amplifier bandwidth to a point just above 
the -unavoidable signal bandwidth limit. Then, the high 
frequency gain which only. amplifies noise is removed. Op 
amps with provision for external phase compensation off er 
this option, but those available lack the low-input currents 
and low-voltage noise needed for photodiode monitoring. 

To achieve this bandwidth limiting with better suited op 
amps, a composite amplifier uses two op amps with the 
added one for phase compensation control as in Figure Sa. 
Note the reversal of the inverting and noninverting inputs of 
A1 needed to retain a single phase inversion with two 
amplifiers in series. With the composite structure, internal 
feedback controls the frequency-response of the gain added 
by A,,. At DC, that feedback is blocked by C1 and overall 
open-loop gain is the product of those of the two amplifiers 
or 22SdB for those shown. That gain is rolled off by the 
open-loop pole of A1 and by the integrator response estab
lished for Ai by C1 and R:,. As this is a two pole roll-off, it 
must be reduced before intercepting the noise gain curve to' 
establish frequency stability: A response zero does this due 
to the inclusion of R.. Above the frequency of that zero, ~ 
also replaces the integrator response with that of an inverting 
amplifier having a gain of -RiR:,. Making-that gain less than 
unity drops the net gain magnitude curve below that of a, 
single amplifier at high frequencies. Graphically, the noise 
gain response of Figure Sb is moved back in frequency much 
as if the op amp bandwidth had been reduced. 

Eliminated is the shaded.area of noise gain, which visually 
may not appear dramatic, but that is because of the logarith..: 
mic-frequency scale. Actually, the associated noise reduc
tion is large because most of the amplifier's bandwidth is 
represented in this upper end of the logarithmic-response 
curve. Moving the unity gain crossover of the noise gain 
from 2MHz to 200kHz, as shown, drops the output noise due 
to A1 by about a factor of three. To achieve the same result 
with feedback b~ the signal bandwidth would have 
been reduced a factor of ten. That bandwidth is unaffected 
with the Figure Sa approach. No noise, or offset, is added by 
Ai as this amplifier is preceded by the high gain of A1• With 
the exceptionally lo~ noise of the OPAi 11 input amplifier, 
this improvement reduces noise to the fimdamental limita
tion imposed by th~ of the feedback resistor. This co~ition 
is retained for .all practical levels .of high feedback resis
tance. For the second amplifier, the-wideband OPA404 is 
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shown to continue its attenuating amplifier action well 
beyond the unity gain crossover of A1• This avoids a second 
gain peak that could ·cause oscillation. Signal bandwidth of 
the current-to-voltage conversion is essentially unaffected as 
R1 has not been influenced • 

Where the Figure S technique is most useful is with lower 
level sjgnals that have greater sensitivity to noise. In higher 
level applications that circuit can encounter a voltage swing 
limitation but another use of the second amplifier offers 
similar noise improvement. The swing limitation results 
from the maximum output voltage limit of A1 and its 
attenuation by A,,. If the output of A1 has a peak swing of 
12V and Ai has the gain of-1/10 illustrated, the fmal output 
is limited to a 1.2V peak swing. For lower-level signals this 
will be acceptable as the maximum practical level of feed
back resistance already limits output swing. 

Higher-level signals are not as sensitive to noise and better 
tolerate a more straight forward approach to filtering. An 
active filter following the conventional current-to-voltage 
converter also removes the high frequency noise •. Setting 
filter poles at ~e frequency of the signal bandwi~th results 
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FIGURE Sa. Noise · Reduction Results with a Composite 
Amplifier that, Sb, Restricts Noise Bandwidth 
Without Reducing that of the Signal. 
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in a system bandwidth that does not extend beyond that of 
useful information. Such a filter is not enclosed in a feed
back loop with the converter so the input noise and offset 
voltage of the second amplifier are added to the signal. 

BANDWIDTH 
Signal bandwidth requirements are an integral part of the 
current-to-voltage converter noise considerations for two 
reasons. Total output no~ increases in proportion to the 
square root of system bandwidth simply because a broader 
noise spectrum is encompassed. Added is conflict between 
optimum signal-to-noise ratio and signal bandwidth. That 
optimum occurs for very high gain but high gain cwrent-to
voltage converters are bandwidth limited far below the roil
off of the op amp. To the signal current. the amplifier 
feedback factor is unity which would normally make the full 
amplifier unity gain bandwidth available. Yet the :very high
feedback resistances that produce the desired gain are shunted 
by stray capacitances at nmch lower frequency. Just 0.SpF 
stray capacitance around a lOOM.a feedback resistor pulls 
signal bandwidth from megahertz level unity gain cross
overs down to 3.2kHz. To minimire the stray shunting, low 
capacitance resistors and assembly precautions are used. 
Mounting the feedback resistor on standoffs reduces capaci
tive coupling with printed circuit boards and such standoffs 
are normally Teflon"' insulated to reduce leakage currents. 
That mounting must be rigid to avoid introduction of noise 
through the microphonic effects of mechanical stress from 
:vibrations. 
There is an ultimate limit to the effects of such measures as 
capacitive coupling through the air around the resistor body 
always remains. Bandwidth beyond that imposed by such 
residual limits requires lower feedback resistance and ac
companying lower converter gain. To restore gain, several 
options are available with a first shown in Figure 6a. A 
second amplifier with voltage gain is simply added follow
ing the current-to-voltage converter to retain the net input to 
output transimpedance for Rr = AvR,. Then, the high-value 
resistance is reduced by a factor equal to the voltage gain for 
a bandwidth increase by as much as the same factor. 

While an obvious alternative, its overall effect on bandwidth 
and noise are not so immediate. Bounding the upper end of 
the bandwidth increase is the response limitation of the 
second amplifier. The bandwidth of the two op amp circuit 
for a net transimpedance of 1 QOM.a is plotted in Figure 6b 
as a function of the voltage gain involved in the overall 
conversion. Bandwidth initially increases linearly with the 
voltage gain as the reduction in R1 diminishes the roll-off 
effect of stray capacitance. However, the added demands of 
the voltage gain on A2 eventually make that amplifier's 
bandwidth the controlling factor. For a given set of condi
tions there is an optimum gain. Av produces the peak 
bandwidths shown for the three example amplifiers. That 
peak' occurs when the amplifier closed loop bandwidth 
equals the stray limited bandwidth of R1• · Variables affecting 
this peak are the net transimpedance, Rr, and the second op 
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amp unity gain bandwidth, fc- Interrelating the controlling 
factors at the optinwm bandwidth point is the expression 
defining the choice of R,: 

R1 = ✓R-rl21tC5fc 
Bandwidth is extended to lOOkHz from the original 3kHz 
using the wideband OPA404 for the second amplifier. That 
wideband op amp offers the best • frequency response in 
Figure 6 and, although its total output noise result is greater, 
that is again largely due to the greater available bandwidth. 
If even greater bandwidth is required, either a faster op amp, 
with typically poorer •noise performance, or lower 
transimpedance are the choices~ Less bandwidth demands 
are encountered by A1 with its unity . feedback factor so an 
FET amplifier focused on. low noise is used there like the 
OPAlll shown. 

The price paid for improved bandwidth through voltage gain 
is increased output noise from that gain as well as from the 
presence of the added amplifier. While the lower value of R, 
does reduce its noise density, that effect is counteracted by 
the increase in • bandwidth for a net rero change is resistor 
noise. That noise is now amplified by the voltage gain of the 
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second amplifier causing an associated increase in output 
noise proportional to the voltage gain. Added to that is the 
noise from the op amps with the net result also shown in 
Figure 6b. Those noise curves are continuations of the ones 
presented in Figure 3 with the transition beginning at the 
1 OOMn level for the present example. In the lower gain 
ranges from one to ten, the noise is first determined largely 
by the op amps and their gain peaking but those effects give 
way to resistor noise dominance before the end of this range. 
Also in that range, the associated signal bandwidth plotted in 
Figure 6b is controlled by stray capacitance and shows a 
linear increase with increasing gain due to the corresponding 
decrease in resistance. Above the gain of ten and before 100, 
bandwidth begins to drop due to the encounter of A: limits. 
Simultaneous with this drop is a flattening of the output 
noise curve. Roll-off of the amplifier bandwidth and the 
simultaneous resistance drop nullify the effect of increasing 
voltage gain leaving output noise a constanL In the voltage 
gain range from 100 to 1000, these trends continue and 
degrade optimum performance since bandwidth is lost while 
noise remains constanL 

While it is accepted that noise degrades with the voltage gain 
replacement of resistance, the overall circuit figure of merit 
gains. Including bandwidth in that measure shows that its 
improvement more than offsets the drop in signal-to-noise 
ratio. Mentioned before was the fact that the simple current
to-voltage converter suffers from greater bandwidth for the 
amplifier voltage noise than for the signal currenL That 
discrepancy is removed with Figure 6 as the voltage gain 
increases and A: begins to filter out the higher frequencies. 
Evidence of this is in the noise curves that increase more 
gradually than the bandwidth curves-Figure 6b-up to the 
optimum bandwidth poinL At this optimum point, no band
width is afforded to noise that is not also available to signal. 
In effect, A: now also serves as the output active filter 
discussed earlier. While each of these curves is drawn for a 
specific I OOMn transimpedance and the amplifiers and 
photodiode specified, similar optimums are considered for 
any design case. 

For some of the more common photodiode applications, a 
significant drawback of the above circuit is the need for two 
op amps per photodetector. Often hundreds of detectors are 
employed in a large arrays. As a compromise, one op amp 
can be made to provide the same transimpedance, still 
without the very large resistors, if some bandwidth and noise 
degradations can be accepted. A single op amp can both 
perform the current-to-voltage conversion and provide the 
subsequent voltage gain. With traditional techniques the task 
would be performed as in Figure 7a using Ri for the 
conversion and R, and ~ to set voltage gain. Current from 
D1 flows in Ri resulting in a signal voltage at the input of a 
noninverting amplifier. However, that signal voltage is also 
across the photodiode and this condition produces a nonlin
ear response as described before. 
Instead, the diode is connected directly between the op amp 
inputs where zero diode voltage is maintained. Shown in 
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Figure 7b, the resistors perform the same functions as in the 
last circuit but a linear response results. Current from the 
photodiode still flows in Ri developing the same signal 
voltage. That current also flows into the feedback network 
but has little effect with the low resistances there. For the 
resistor values shown, an equivalent transimpedance of 
lOOMn results-just as with the two op amp example, but 
bandwidth improvement is less. At 20kHz, it is increased a 
factor of seven rather than a factor equal to the voltage gain 
as in Figure 6a. A new bandwidth limitation accounts for the 
difference and occurs due to the new placement of the high
value resistance. That resistor is now shunted by the com
mon-mode input capacitance of the op amp instead of just 
the smaller stray capacitance. To maximize bandwidth, this 
new shunting effect is made to coincide with the amplifier 
roll-off through choice of Ri and the voltage gain. A second 
benefit from this choice is that resistor noise beyond the 
signal bandwidth encounters a two pole roll-off. 

Final output noise from the resistor has the expected in
crease over the basic circuit by the square root of the voltage 
gain. Added to that would have been a small component due 
to the op amp as the normal source of gain peaking is 
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removed. However, a new source is included in the circuit of 
Figure 7b, again due to the diode capacitance, as modeled in 
Figure Sa. Amplifier voltage noise, en• is impressed directly 
across that capacitance developing a noise current that is 
supplied to ~- That creates a noise voltage at the input of the 
ooninverting amplifier which is a multiple of e0 • The capaci
tive feedback network of C0 and ½CM produces a noise gain 
that peaks at 1 + CJC 1CM and which exists in addition to the 
normal voltage gain of the ooninverting amplifier. 

Effects on frequency response are plotted in Figure Sb and 
they again produce a high-frequency peak in the noise gain. 
Its incidence is at a much higher frequency than with the 
basic current-to-voltage converter because of the lower re
sistance involved and it is truncated earlier by the op amp 
roll-off. For the low capacitance diode used in both example 
circuits, it now encompasses little area in the response plot 
corresponding to less noise effecL Larger di~es do not 
escape the effect, however, as represented by the dashed line 
for a capacitance around 200pF. Even still, the spectrum 
covered by the peaking is not the high end of the op amp 
bandwidth as it was for the basic circuit Hence, op amp 
noise does not become the overriding source. 
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FIGURE 8. Photodiode Capacitance (a) Adds a Positive 
Feedback Path to Figure 7b for (b) a New but 
Lesser Source of Gain Peaking. 
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INTERFERENCE 
Once diminishing returns impose a limit on reduction of the 
noise due to the circuit itself, consideration must be given to 
external noise sources. With its very high resistance, a 
current-to-voltage converter is extremely sensitive to noise 
coupling from electrostatic, magnetic and radio frequency 
sources. Those sources require attention to shielding, ground
ing, and component physical location<3>, or they could other
wise become the dominant noise contributors. In each case, 
physical separation of the noise source from the sensitive 
circuitry is the most important step, but this becomes a 
compromise warranting other measures as well. 

Electrostatic coupling, such as from the power line, supplies 
noise signals through the mutual capacitances that exist 
between any two objects. Voltage differences between the 
objects are impressed on those capacitances and any voltage 
variation couples a noise current from one to the other. To 
avoid that error signal, electrostatic shielding is used to 
intercept the coupled current and shunt it to ground. In this 
case, ground must be earth ground as that is the common 
reference for the separate objects. Such shields, however, 
create parasitic capacitances between the components shielded 
and the shields must also be returned to the signal common 
to avoid that coupling. Then shield carried capacitive cur
rents from the output of a current-to-voltage converter are 
also shunted to ground and represent no bandwidth restric
tion to the feedback resistor. Even still, the shield produces 
a capacitance from the converter input to ground, possibly 
adding to gain peaking and its effect on total output noise. 

As electrostatic coupling is most often of power line fre
quency and common to all points, it is a natural candidate for 
removal through the common-mode rejection of an op amp. 
At the line frequency, op amp CMR is very high but it is not 
utilized by the conventional current-to-voltage converter. 
This is a result of single-ended rather than differential input 
configurations, but that can be altered for improved noise 
rejection and DC error benefits as well. Op amp CMR is not 
a total replacement for shielding as electrostatic coupling 
will not perfectly common-mode to amplifier inputs. As a 
second defense, that rejection capability is most useful in 
removing the residual coupling that passes through shield 
imperfections. 

The differential input capability of an op amp fits exactly 
with the signal from a photodiode. Since the diode signal is 
a current, it is available at both terminals of that sensor and 
can drive both amplifier inputs as in Figure 9a. Here, the 
diode current is no longer returned directly to common, but 
drives the amplifier noninverting input in that path. That 
creates a second signal voltage to double the circuit gain 
when~= R, for, compensation. For a given gain level, the 
resistor value need be only one-half the normal for a similar 
reduction in error sensitivity to amplifier input currents. This 
also removes DC voltage from the diode as it is now directly 
across the inputs of an op amp. With the voltage between 
those inputs being essentially 7.Cro, photodiode leakage cur
rent is avoided 
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Aside from these benefits is the added improvement in the 
common-mode rejection of coupled noise. Electrostatic cou
pling to this current-to-voltage converter is modeled in 
Figure 9b along with the converter's parasitic capacitances. 
Zero signal is assumed there to illustrate only the electro
static coupling . effects. The electrostatic noise source, e0 , 

couples error currents, ~. through mutual capacitances, c;., 
to the circuit's two inputs. It.might seem that the coupling 
effects would be different to the two. points because feed
back makes the. R, input node a viqual zero impedance and 
the other node is high impedance. Yet, the noise coupling is 
via currents through capacitances that only depend on volt
age signals on the capacitances. Both input nodes have the 
same voltage due to amplifier feedback, and thus receive the 
same level of noise current ~-Those equal currents develop 
canceling c;. noise voltage effects on the two circuit resistors 
for a zero final output signal. 

Accuracy of the error cancellation is determined by three 
matching conditions involving the mutual capacitances, the 
resistors and the parasitic capacitances shunting them. 
Matched mutual capacitances are best assured by locating 
the resistors equidistant from any significant noise source 
not effectively blocked by a shield. Equal resistance values 
assure accurate cancellation of error signals until frequen
cies are reached where capacitive shunting imbalances net 
impedances. Shunting R, will be only about 05pF of stray 
capacitance but across ~ is the much larger common-mode 
input capacitance of the op amp. For the 3pF of the OPAi 11 
and the 50Mn resistance shown, a. pole occurs at about 
lkHz, leaving the impedances of interest unbalanced. This 
shunting by C,o.t also imposes a signal bandwidth limitation 
at a lower frequency than normally encountered. The band
width of R2 is rolled off earlier than that of R, creating a 
response with two plateaus separated by a factor of two in 
gain. 
For the most common electtostatic coupling at power line 
frequency, the above capacitive shunting has little effect.To 
better reject higher • frequencies, capacitance can be added 
around R1 to restore impedance matching, or signal swing on 
the common-mode input capacitance can be avoided. The 
latter option offers a more accurate solution and_ avoids the 
bandwidth limitation of C,CM as well by using a second 
differential connection. Shown in Figure I 0, the photodiode 
is connected between the inputs of two current-to-voltage 
converters whose outputs drive an INA105 difference ampli
fier. Again the diode current flows in two equal resistances 
that will receive equal electrostatic noise coupling. The 
diode current creates a differential ·output on the resistances, 
but the noise coupling generates' a common-mode signal. 
Supplied to the INA105, those signals are separated with the 
diode signal passed to the output and the noise rejected. 

Retained with the new differential input circuit are the. 2: 1 
lower individual resistance and a zero diode voltage. The 
latter is assured by the grounded ooninverting inputs of both 
current-to-voltage converters which establishes zero voltage 
on both diode terminals. These connections also avoid signal 
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swing on common-mode input capacitances for improved 
bandwidth in electrostatic suppression and signal gain. Note 
that lhose ooninverting inputs are not connected through 
high resistances for input current error correction. That is not 
necessary, · as the input currents of A1 and ~ produce 
matching voltages at their amplifier outputs. Those voltages 
are a common-mode signal to the input of the INA105, so 
they too are rejected. 
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FIGURE 9. Exploiting the CMR Capabilities of the Op Amp, 
(a) the Differential Inputs are Driven Giving (b) 
Rejection of Electrostatic Coupling. 

Anolher function available with the differential·structure of 
Figure 10, is difference monitoring '. of two photodiodes. 
Instead of 0 1, the two diodes shown in dashed lines are 
connected separately to the two input current-to-voltage 
converters. Their currents produce independent voltages at 
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the outputs of /1-.1 and ~ where they are processed by the 
difference ampiifier to remove any common-mode portion. 
Left is an output proportional to the diff erencc between the 
two input' photocurrents as a measure of relative light inten
sity. A relative intensity measure is the type of signal used 
in position sensing or optical tracking control to direct 
feedback correction. 

Magnetic coupling of noise can be more difficult to elimi
nate than the electrostatic, but its effects are also reduced by 
the differential input connections. Coupling is through nw
fual inductances in this ease, so minimum sensitive loop area 
is key to its control, along with shielding and maximum. 
separation of source and receiver. Its effects are not removed 
by the electrostatic shieid, so the f ust step is control of the 
source itself .<3> Power transformers that cannot be placed at 
a distance are internally shielded to largely tenninate their 
magnetic fields at the transformer boundaries. Remaining 
magnetic coupling is addressed through physical and circuit 
configurations .. Hi_gh _ value resistors u~ in photodiode 
monitoring are sensitive to this . coupling and connections 
must be kept short between those resistors and high imped
ance op amp inputs. Coupling effects that remain are made 
common-mode to be rejected by the op amp through loop 
size and distance matching. In Figure 9 and I;igure 10, the 
high resistance is divided into two equal elements that are 
then physically mounted with the same orientation to and 
spacing from magnetic coupling sources. Noise coupled to 
the two resistors then causes equal signals that have cancel
ing effects at the circuit outpuL 

. . 

With the third class of noise coupling, radio frequency 
interference, less can be removed by the amplifiers so 
shielding and filtering are the best defenses. Sources of RFI 
may be close to the photodiode monitor because of digital 
circuitry that is most likely co-resident in the system. Due to 
the high frequencies involved, op amps have little gain or 

· common-mode rejection remaining for rejection of such 
signals. Because of this same amplifier limitation, and the 
basic voltage-to-current converter bandwidth restriction, 
desired signals will not exist in the radio frequency range. 
Filtering can then be used to largely remove the unwanted 
signal if applied in front of ~e op amp. ~ater filtering is less 
effective as the op amp can act like an RF detector separat
ing ~ lower frequency envelope from a carrier.<4> Further 
reduction of that noise is achieved with an RF shield and a 
ground plan~ layer in prin~ ~ircuit boards. 
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FIGURE 10. Differential Inputs ~th Wider Band CMR and Gain Result with Virtual Grounds Across Amplifier Common-Mode 

Input Capacitances. 
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DESIGNING PHOTODIODE AMPLIFIER CIRCUITS WITH OPA128 

The OPA128 ultra-low bias current operational amplifier 
achieves its 75fA maximum bias current without compro
mise. Using standard· design techniques, serious perfor
mance trade-offs were required which sacrificed overall 
amplifier pelfonnance in order to reach femtoamp (fA = 1()-15 A) 
bias currents. 

UNIQUE DESIGN MINIMIZES 
PERFORMANCE TRADE-OFFS 
Small-geometry FETs have low bias current, of course, bu, 
FET size reduction reduces transconductance and increases 
noise dramatically, placing a serious restriction on perfor
mance when low bias current is achieved simply by making 
input FETs extremely small. Unfortunately, larger geom
etries suffer from high gate-to-substrate isolation diode leak
age (which is the major contribution to BIFE'P amplifier 
input bias current). 

Replacing the reverse-biased gate-to-substrate isolation di
ode structure of BIFETs with dielectric isolation removes 
this large leakage current component which, together with a 
noise-free cascode circuit. special FET geometry, and ad
vanced wafer processing, allows far higher Dlfet ~ perf or
mance compared to BIFETs. 

HOW TO IMPROVE PHOTODIODE 
AMPLIFIER PERFORMANCE 
An important electro-optical application of FET op amps is 
for photodiode amplifiers. The unequaled performance of 
the OPA128 is well-suited for very high sensitivity detector 
designs. A few design tips for photodiode amplifiers may be 
helpful: 

• Photodiode capacitance should be as low as possible. See 
Figure 1: c, affects not only bandwidth but noise as well. 
This is because C, and the op amp's feedback resistor form 
a noise-gain zero (feedback pole). 

~ Photodiode active area should be as small as possible so 
that C1 ls small and R1 ls high. This will allow a higher 
signal-to-noise ratio. H a large area is needed. consider 
using optical "gain" (lens, mirror, etc.) rather than a large 
area diode. Optical "gain" is essentially noise-free. 

• Use as large a feedback resistor as possible (consistent 
with bandwidth requirements) to minimize noise. This 
seems paradoxical, but reme~r. resistor thermal noise 
increases as: 

Ip"' photocurrent 
RJ a ohunt roslstanco cf diode Junction 
CJ a Juncllon capacitance 
Rs a aeries reaiatanco 

FIGURE 1. Photodiode Equivalent Circuit. 

HP 

ReaponsMty-1o'vm 
Bandwidth: DC to• 30Hz 
Offuot Voltage• :t:4851,1V 

SpF 

6 

FIGURE 2. High-Sensitivity Photodiode Amplifier. 

Cour = ✓4k TBR 
k: Boltzman's constant= 1.38 x 10-23 J/K 
T: temperature (°K) 
B: noise bandwidth (Hz) 
R: feedback resistor (0) 

e0ur= noise voltage (Vrms) 

while transimpedance gain (signal) increases as: 

Cour = i (signal) R 

· Signal-to-noise iffll)roves by -./R. 

• A low bias current op amp is needed to achieve highest 
sensitivity. Bias current causes voltage off set errors with 
large-feedback resistors. Wide bandwidth circuits with 
smaller feedback resistors are less subject to bias current 
errors, but even in these circuits, bias current must be 
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considered if wide temperature range operation· is ex
pected. The OPA128LM specs only ±2pA max at +70°C. 
Bias cuaent also causes shot noise. 

is,=../2qi 

q: 1.602 x 10-19 coulombs 
i: bias (or signal) current (A)· 
i5: noise current (A nns) 

In most circuits, the dominant noise source will be the 
thermal (Johnson) noise of the feedback resistor. 

• Diode shunt resistance (R1) should be as high as possible. 
If R, » Rp, then the circuit DC gain (noise gain) is lVN. 
Low resistance diodes will cause noise, voltage offset, and 
drift to be amplified by 1 + Rp!R,. 

Since diode shunt resistance decreases at a higher tempera
ture, it can cause unexpected errors. In Figure 3 a diffused
junction GaAsP photodiode is used to maintain R, = 
3000Mn at +60°C. Due to its higher bandgap, GaAsP has 
a flatter R, versus temperature slope than silicon. 

Re8pomivity • -1.&X 10-Vm 
Spoclral Rffponae • 400- 760nm 
Bandwidth • 1kHz 
Offsot Voltago • :150pVat 2s•c 

• :3251,!V at eo•c 

Hamamalsu 
G1735 

\ 
,/1-

: \ - 2 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I / 
\ I \, 

•0.4pF 

-=- ~ """"r •OOOpF ~ 
FIGURE 3. Wide-Temperature Range Photodiode Amplifier. 

• For highest sensitivity use the photodiode in a "photovol
taic mode". With zero-bias operation, dark current offset 
errors are not generated by this (photodiode leakage) 
currenL Zero bias is a slower but higher sensitivity mode 
of operation. Most pbotodiodes work quite effectively with 
zero bias, even those originally designed for reverse-biased 
operation. 

• Fastest response and greatest bandwidth are obtained in 
the "photoconductive mode". Reverse bias reduces C, 
substantially and also reduces or eliminates the slow rise 
time diffusion "lair' which is troublesome at longer wave
lengths. Disadvantages of biased operation are: dark cur
rent, 1/F noise component is introduced, and the occasional 
neecl for an extra bias supply. 

C:a'ffl~ Burr-Brown IC Applications Handbook 

Responulvity • -s x 1o'vm 
Bandwidth • 100kHz 
Offset Vollago • :1mV 

UDT Pfn.()4()A or 
SOC SD.Q41-11·21-011 

Bias Vollago 
+10Vto+SOV 

-=-

.. o.SpF 

6 

FIGURE 4. Wider-Bandwidth Photodiode Amplifier. 

• A very high resistance feedback resistor is MUCH better 
than a low resistance in a T network. See Figure S. Although 
transimpedance gain (e0ur/i510NAJJ is equivalent, the T net
work will sacrifice performance. The low feedback resis
tance will generate higher current noise (iN) and the voltage 
divider formed by Ri/Rz multiply input offset voltage, drift, 
and amplifier voltage noise by the ratio of 1 + 
Ra!Rz, In most electrometer amplifiers, these input specifica
tions are not very good to start with. Multiplying an already 
high offset and drift (sometimes as high as 3mV and S0µV I 
°C) by use of a T network becomes impractical. By using a 
far better amplifier, such as the OPA128, moderate T net
work ratios can be accommodated and the resulting multi
plied errors will be far smaller. Although a single very-high 
resistance will give better performance, the T network can 
overcome such problems as gain adjustment and difficulty in 
fmding a large value resistor. 

If: RJ=-and ls=O 
l:our=-l510NALRF+ Vos 

If: RJ=-, 18 a Oand R'F» (R11Rz) 
Eour= -ISIONAL R'i:(1 + R,IRz> + V05(1 + R,~) 

FIGURE S. Feedback Resistors for Transimpedance Ampli
fiers. 
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• Shield the photodetector circuit in a metal housing. It is a 
very high impedance, high sensitivity circuit and it requires 

· good shielding and effective power supply bypassing. This 
is not optional. 

• A small capacitor across -RF is frequently required to 
suppress osclllalion or gain peaking. Although it can affec~ 
bandwidth, a small amount of capacitance will usually be 
required to ensure loop stability. This capacitor can be 
made larger for bandwidth limitation if desired. · 

KEY OPA128 SPECIFICATIONS 
Bias current ........................................................... 7S fA JDaX 

Offset voltage .................... :; ............................... S00µ.V ll1aX 

Drift................................................. lSn"-~HS zVaf't ClOkHzmax 
Noise ............................. _____ yr/Hz 

BIFFEI"-National SanicODductor Cotp.; Dltet• Burr-Brown Corp. 

;. '· 

' j • ,. ' f • ' .. ,, 
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TAME PH.OTODIODES WITH OP AMP BOOTSTRAP 
by Jerald Graeme, (602) 746-7412 

Applying a basic op amp current amplifier to photodiodes 
presents three severe problems: high nonlinearity, oscilla
tions, and a latch condition. All three result from the ·pres
ence of load-signal voltage feedback to the pbotodiode. A 
simple bootstrapping arrangement can remove them all. 

In the basic circuit, Figure 1, two resistors, . R1 and ~. 
control rhe positive and negative feedback, respectively.' 
Consequently, rhey also control the current amplifier's gain. 
All the signal current, ip, from the pbotodiode flows rhrough 
R1 (negligible current flows into the op amp's input), thereby 
defining the input-to-output voltage drop of rhe op amp. 
Because of the op amp's very high open-loop gain and the 
feedback arrangement, the circuit replicates that voltage 
across ~ to keep the differenti~ voltage between rhe op 
amp inputs close to zero. As a result, feedback current io 
flows into the load Z. rhrough Jl2• Thus, rhe current gain 
iJip, or Ai, equals R/~- . 
Because the photodiode's responsivity changes as its volt
age changes with light input, voltage variation across Z., 
which is also across the photodiode, causes nonlinearity. 
Even worse, the photodiode's_capacitance. Co, rolls off the 
negative feedback from R1 at high frequencies. Conse
quently, the positive feedback from~ can dominate, and 
oscillations, can resulL In fact, Co inadvertently converts the 
circuit to a conventional op amp square-wave generator. If 
large enough to stop oscillations, a dominant roll-off bypass 
capacitor ¼ added across the load would devastate rhe 
circuit's bandwidth. ' -

Moreover, under the condition of input ov~rloads, which can 
occur during tum-on, a high impedance load could create a 
latch state in conjunction with the diode. If th~ load imped-

R, 

FIGURE I. Basic Photodiode CircuiL 

ance supports a great ·enough voltage, . positive feedback 
takes· continuous control at the amplifier's noninverting 
inpuL At rhe inverting input, the photodiode clamps the 
voltage and prevents negative feedback n:covery. 

Bootstrapping, rhoug~, removes each of the problems caused 
by load voltage on the photodiode (see Figure 2). In the new 
circuit, rhe · load voltage drives· the· end of the photodiode. 
that's grounded in the basic circuiL Al~o. a feedback-tee 
circuit option becomes possible. Witll only the very small op 
amp differential input error signal across .the photodiode, its 
response is essentially linear. Moreover, the canceled-out. 
positive feedback. signal on Co avoids the square-wave 
generator action. · 

Through its effect on feedback, bootstrapping preserves 
bandwidth in two ways. The negative-feedback network 
riding on top of the positive-feedback. signal always ensures 
a net negative feedback. The .circuit requires little, if any,· 
load bypassing. As a· result, this arrangement reduces the 
,bandwidth-limiting bypassing effect of the load and its 
capacitance comparable to that of traditional current-to
voltage conversion circuits. Also, because positive feedback 
can no longer dominate, the circuit eliminates input clamp
ing by the photooiode and the latch state.' 

The bootstrapping circuit also benefits from the use of a 
feedback-tee network. In the bootstrapping circuit, the tee, 
like the photodiode, also rides atop the load to similarly 
avoid the positive-feedback effects. Tee networks offer a 
degree of frequency-response control. In the tee, capacitor 
C1 blocks the low-frequency shunting effects of R:, to pro
duce a high~pass response without-an amplified offset volt
age. (Request PDS-653.)'.' · 

R, 

' . 1 
IOrf>

. 211,C, 

FIGURE 2. Bootstrapped Photodiode Circuit 

R, 
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DIODE-CONNECTED FET PROTECTS OP AMPS 

Providing input-overload protection for sensitive measure
ment circuits proves difficult when you must not degrade the 
circuits' performance in the process. It's an especially tricky 
problem when you're measuring a material's dielectric prop
erties. In such an application (see Figure 1), an ultra-low 
input bias current op amp serves as a current integrator to 
measure a dielectric's response to a 1 OOV step. 

Dleloetrlc 
Samplo .~ C 

STANDARD DIELECTRIC-EVALUATION SCHEMES can provo dlaas, 
trous to the op amp they employ. If the dlalectrlc under toot shorts, the 
rosultlng high voltage at tho op amp's Input doGtroys tho dovlce unless tho 
dovlco's vary-low-bias (low vollage) Input stage 18 somehow protected. Tho 
solution Is difficul1: Whatever you do, it must not dogrado the op amp's 
porformanco. 

FIGURE 1. Dielectric Evaluation CircuiL 

Unfortunately, the op amp is destroyed if the dielectric 
sample shorts. 

For one such measurement setup, low-bias current op amps 
like the OPAlll, OPA121, OPA128, OPA124 or OPA129 
can serve because their bias current is in the pA or even fA 
range and therefore contributes negligible measurement er
ror. What type of protective device doesn't degrade this op 
amp's parameters? PN-junction devices usually have leak
age currents in the nanoamp range even at very-low bias 
voltages-a degradation of several orders of magnitude. 
FETs are generally much bettedn this respect, and Siliconix' s 
2N4 l 17 A JFET proves the best. 

Figure 2 shows an experimentally derived curve of leakage 
current vs voltage for this device. Note that for voltages 
comparable to those between an op amp's inputs, the 
2N4117A's leakage is compatible with the op amp's bias. 
(The residual 60fA level at 0V arises from thermal effects 
and measurement-system noise.) 

The overload-protected design resulting from these FET 
measurements is shown in Figure 3. The diode-collllected 
JFET serves as a shunt across the op amp's input-a scheme 

that limits the differential input to 0.6V if the dielectric 
shorts. Resistor R. limits the maximum short-circuit cuncnt 
to the 50mA level specified in the FET' s data sheeL R.' s 
effect on measurement accuracy is negligible because the 
dielectric's impedance is very DUlch greater than the resistor's 
2kn value. 

-------------·· •-------·-·· 
Thermal and 

Noise Throahold 10 ___ ....._ ____________ _ 

5 10 15 20 25 

VOG(V} 

JFET LEAKAGE CURRENTS can be uo low that they don't degrade a low• 
lnpulblaaopamp'oparametora.MeasurementollhowthatSillconb(s2N4117A 
can SOM> aaa voltage llmlterwhon 11'1 c!locl4Mx)nnect. Tho actual loalcago 
18 probably somewhat lower than measurod, but thermal offects and nolso 
place a llmftlng throahold on tho measurernont. 

FIGURE 2. Curve of Leakage Current vs Voltage. 

100V 
Stop Input 

-:-

Dielectric 
Samplo ·-

C 

-:-

OVERVOLTAGE PROTECTION results whon you lncorporato a dlodo
comected JFET In the measuring circuit. If tho cioloc:Crlc shorts during 
tostlng, tho FET clamps at 0.8V saving the aenaltlvo op amp from dostruc
tlon. R,'s realstanco--although high enough to protect tho FET against 
ovon:urrent falluro-18 st!ll so smaD relalivetotho dielectric's lmpodancothat 
11 doosn'I inptlir measurement accuracy. 

FIGURE 3. Overvoltage Protection CircuiL 

Reprinted from EON. October 5, 1980; 
C1980, Cahnena Publishing Company. 
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SINGLE-SUPPLY OPERATION.OF OPERATIONAL AMPLIFIERS 

One ofthe most common applications questions'on opera
tional amplifiers concerns operation from a single supply 
voltage. ''Can the model OPAxyz be operated from a single 
supply'?" The answer is almost always yes. Operation of op 
amps from single supply voltages is useful when negative 
supply voltages are not available. Furthermore, certain ap
plications using high voltage and high·current op amps can 
derive important benefits from single·supply operation. 

Consider the basic op amp connection shown in Figure la'. It 
is powered from a dual supply (also called a balanced or · 
split supply). Note that there is no ground connection to the 
op amp. In fact, it could be said that the op amp doesn't 
know where ground potential is. Ground potential is sorre
where between the positive' and negative power supply 
voltages, but the op amp has no eiectrical connection to tell 
it exactly where. 

+Vs= 15V 

(a) 

(b) 

FIGURE 1. A simple unity-gain buffer connection of an op 
amp illustrates the similarity of split-supply op
eration (a) to single-supply operation in (b). 

The circuit shown is connected as a voltage follower, so the 
output voltage is equal to the input voltage. Of course, there 
are limits to the ability of the output to follow the input. As 
the input voltage swings positively, the output at some point 
near the positive power supply will be unable to follow the 
input. Similarly the negative output swing will be limited to 
somewhere close to -V 5• A typical op amp might allow 

AB-067 

output to swing within 2V of the power supply, making it 
possible to output -13V to +13V with ±15V supplies. 

Figure lb shows the same unity-gain follower operated from 
a single 30V power supply. The op amp still has a total of 
30V across the power supply tenninals, but in this case it 
comes from a single positive supply. Operation is otherwise 
unchanged The output is capable of following the input as 
long as the input comes no closer than 2V from either supply 
terminal• of the op amp. The usable. range of the circuit 
shown would be from +2V to +28V. 

Any op amp would be capable of this type of single-supply 
operation {with somewhat different swing limits). Why then 
are some op amps specifically touted for single supply 
applications? 

Sometimes, the limit on output swing near ground (the 
"negative" power supply to the op amp) poses a significant. 
limitation. Figure 1 b shows an application where the input 
signal is referenced ~o ground. In this case, input signals of 
less than 2V will not be accurately handled by the op amp. 
A "single-supply op amp" would handle this particular 
application more successfully. There are, however, many 
ways to use a standard op amp in single-supply applications 
which may lead to better·overall performance. The key to 
these applications is in understanding the limitations of op 
amps when handling voltages near their power supplies. 

There are two possible causes for the inability of a standard 
op amp to function near ground in Figure lb. They are (1) 
limited common-mode range and (2) output voltage swing 
capability. · 

These performance cha:i-acteristics are easily visualized with 
the graphical representation shown in Figure 2. The range 
over which a given op amp properly functions is shown in 
relationship to the power supply voltage. · The common
mocJe· range, for instance, is sometimes shown plotted with 
respect to·another parameter such as temperature. A ±15V 
supply is assumed in the preparation of this plot, but it is 
easy to imagine the negative supply as being ground 

In Figure 2a, notice that the op amp has a common-mode 
range of -13V to +13.SV. For voltages on the input'termi
nals of the op amp of more negative than -13V or more 
positive than +13.SV, the differential input stage ceases to 
properly function. 

Similarly, the output stages of the op amp will have· limits on 
output swing close to the supply voltage. This will be load
dependent and perhaps temperature-dependent also. Figure 
2b shows output swing ability of an op amp plotted with 
respect to load cwrenL It shows an output swing capability 
of-13.SV to +12.SV for a lOk.Q load (approximately ±lmA) 
at 25°C. 

187 



For Immediate ·Assistance; Contact· Your Local Salesperson 

~ 10 

! 51--+--+-.--+---+----+---+--~ 

I i 01----+--+---4---4--+-~-~ 

~ s -~ I t---+--+---+---+----+-----+---1 

0, -10 l--+--+---+---+---1----+---1 

-15 ·'. 

(8) ~ ·-25 0 25 50 75 100 125 

' Tomporafuro ("C) 

· 15 

10 t---+---+-+---+--l--+--1----4---~--1 

f 51---+----l--+--'-l----'--+--+---+---l--.j.....;.~ 

l 0J----+-~------1--+--+----l--4-~--'-~ 

l d ~1---1---4-..;._+--+-----1--4----+----1--I-~ 

-1s =\:t:t r :.:.::·: 
(b) 

-10 -8 -6 -4 -2 0 2 . 4 , 6 

Output Current (mA) 
8 10 

FIGURE 2. The Common-mode Range of an Op Amp is 
Usually Dependent· on Temperature. This be-

. • havior is shown plotted in (a). Output voltage 
swing will1be affected. by output current (b). 
Often the op amp 103.<;I is connected to ground, so 
load current is always positive. Furthermore, as 
the output vol~ge approaches zero, load cuaent 
approaches zero, increasing the availabl~ ~U,ll>'!Jt 
swing. A split power supply voltage (normally 
±lSV) •is assumed in preparation of th~ plots'. 

So the circuit of Figure lb is limited to +13V o~tput ~y 
output swing capability and -13V by negative _COffi11:10n
mode range. A single-supply op amp is specifically designed 
to have a common-mode qinge which exten$ all. the way to 
the negative.supply (ground). Also, its output stage is us~~ 
ally ~gned to swing close to ground 
It w9uld be convenient if all op amps were designed to ha~e 
this capability, but significant compromi~ nwst be made to 
achieve . these goals. Increased common-mode range, for 
instance, often comes at the sacrifice ·of perfonnance cbar:
ac::teristics such as offset voltage, offset drift, and noise. 
General purpose applications may tolerate op· amp perfor
mance with these compromises, bul high accuracy or other 
special purpose applications may r~uire a different ap-
proach. . ' . ' . . 

188 

· Fortunately, there are)'nany ways to use high performance 
and.special ~ _op· amps in single-supply:applications. 

, · As demonstrated: in Figure lb; a:n op amp with typical 
.. common mode and output characteristics functions well on 

a single supp'y 8$ long as the input apd output voltages are 
constrained to •th~· necessary limits. ·circuit configurations 
must be used which operate within these limits. 

Figure 3 shows a circuit, .for instance,. which references the 
input and.output to a "floating ground". cr~ted with a zener 
d!ode, The ze.ner. diode is biased with a cu.a;ent set by ~
Since Vm and Yolfrare both referenced to the same floating 
ground, _the zener voltage accw:acy or stability is not critical. 
Vm and VoUT can.now be bip>lar signals (with respect.to 
floating ground).-With +V = 30V and V2 = lSV, operation 
is similar to standard split supply operation. The load cwrent 
in this circuit, however, flows to the floating ground where 
it will add to the zerier diode' current (negative load curreinis 
subtract from zerier current). ' The zener diode must be 
selected to handle this additi~nal curreiiL If the zener cwrent 
is allowed to' ~pproach ·zero~ tlie floating ground voltage will 
fall rapidly ~ the zenei; turns off. Ri must be selected so that 
the :zener diode. current' remains positive under all op amp 
load conditions. . . . . . ' . 

+Vs"' 12V 

G .. -f\:IR,"' -4.7 

J 
Vz"5,6V 

RLOAD .. f\.11 (Ai + A,:) 

fIGURE 3. Bipolar Signals Can be Handled When Input 
and Output are Referenced to a Floating Ground 
Changing load current causes a variation in 
zener current which must be evaluated. 

Figure 4 shows operation in a noninverting gain configura-· 
tion. In this ·circuit, the feedback components present an 
a<klitiomil load to the· op amp equal to the sum of the two 
resistors. This cwrent rnusi 'also be considered when plan
ning for the variation in current flowing in the zener diode. 
Again, the zener ·current should not be allowed to approach 
zero or exceed a safe value. 
Notice th~t ip this exai,npl~~ a singl~:t:12V supply is sho,wn. 
Often, single-supply applicatiops.use. 5¥pply voltages which 
~ considerably Jess.th~ the 30V total (±iSV) at which.the 
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Burr-Brown IC Applications Handbook • ~a 



.or,· Cal/· Customer Service at 1-800·548·6132-(USA Only} 

Gain"' 1 + Rp'R1 
= 11 

I 
Floating 
Grou_nd 

+12V 

Vz=5.6V 

lz"' (12-5.6)/1k0 
- ·=6.4mA 

FIGURE 4. As with C~nventionai' Split~µpply Ope~tion, 
a. Noninverting ~n ~onfisura,tion Can Be 
Acheived. The feed back coII1pOrients create an 
additional load for tli~ op amp. which flows in 
the zener diode •. Basic l)erl'o~ characteris
tics of the. circuit are th~ s~.as for split supply 
operation. 

performance of most op,~ is ~ified. While ~dem op 
amps generally perform well at less than their characterized 
voltage, this needs to be verified. Some. op amps, alth~ugh 
~Y are specified to operate at lower . voltage_, suffer de
graded power supply and cooµnon-m* rejection as their 
minimum operating voltage is ¥J>roached.. 
Extremes of common-mode voltage on some amplifiers may 
produce unexpected behavior. Certain types of FET input op 
amps, for instance, exhibit much greater input bias current 
when the common-mode voltage relative . to either of the 
power supplies exceeds lSV,~ 20V. This coul~ ~~ur with 
single-supply operation of 30V and common-~ yo~tage 
unbalanced. nearer one supply or the other. The actual 
amplifier performance i;hould be verified with the eXJ>Clr~ 
worst-case common-mode voltage ~nditions. : . 
Resistor voltage dividers are sometimes. used to, establish 
floating ground (Figure S). ~e i~ce,of the ground.is 
determined.by the parallelcombµiation of the divi(b- resis
tors. Unless· these resistors are . ma4e very __ low in value 
(consuming signific~t powe~ supply cwrent), "1is .will lead 
to higher "ground .. impedance. But with ·careful attention to 
the effects of varying load current in the reference point, this 
approach may prove useful.·ln fact.it may,qot be ~~t 
in some applications that a truly "solid'.' ground be estab
lished since. input and o~tput are referenced. to the same 
node., Good bypassing, howe~er, will help .avoid transient 
disturbances of V 0,. or oscillation problems by :proyiding .a 
lower high frequency impedance without low value _divider 
res~to:'8, 
Appropriate '.Voltage points often exist in related circuitry 
which can be useful in establishing a floating ground. In 
Figure 6, a +SV source used to power logic circuitry is used 

. ilaffl• Burr-Brown IC Applications Handbook 

as a floating ground. Beware that most regulators used to 
supply these voltages are designed to source current to a load 

, only. If sufficient op amp load current flows into the SV line, 
its voltage will rise. Again, lo.id currents should be evalu
ated to assure that the floatjng ground voltage remains well 
defined. Normally other system components would suffi
ciently load the regulator to allow for plenty of op amp load 
current 

VIN 

+24V I\ 
47k0 

1k0 

G=S.7 

Voor 

FIGURES. Eve~' Though the· Impedance of the·: Voltage 
Divider is in Series with R. to Ground, the Gain 
of this Noninverting Circuit is Determined Solely 

• by• R.. and Rz. Since the input and output are 
referenced to the same floating ground, its im
pedance does not affect the voltage gain of the 
circuit 

+12V 

. 33k0 

~ 

Go-3.3 

Vwr' 

logic 
Noise 
Allor 

FIGURE 6. Many Systems Have a +SV Logic Supply or 
Other Appropriate Voltage Source which Can 
Be· Used as a Floating Reference Potential for 
Analog Circuitry. Be sure logic noise does not 
enter: the analog :system by providing an ad
equate decoupling network or additional by
passing . 
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1nF 
(SeoToxt) I 

+30V 

-

0.22pF 

-t-30V 

22k0 

221<!) 

FIGURE 7. A Very-Low Floating Ground Impedance is 
Provided by Using One Section of the OPA2111 
Op Amp Connected as a Unity-Gain Buffer. 
Input to the buffer is a voltage divider which 
can be heavily bypassed. The arrows indicate 
the direction of positive and negative load cur
rent flow. 

Particularly demanding applications may require that a buffer 
op amp be used to establish a very low impedance floating 
ground. Input to the buffer (Figure 7) could come from any 
of the previously discussed techniques. The buff er can both 
source and sink load current up to the output current limits 
of the op amp used as the buffer. The closed-loop output 
impedance of the op amp provides a very solid reference 
ground. Frequency response and open-loop output imped
ance characteristics of the buff er op amp will determine the 
high frequency floating ground impedance. Bypassing the 
output of the buff er amp may help lower the high frequency 
impedance; but don't exceed a safe capacitive load of the 
buffer amp or oscillations may result 

Figure 8 shows a technique often used ~th high voltage and 
high current op amps. Here, an unbalanced power supply is 
used to produce the desired output voltage swing. In appli
cations such as a programmable power source, the output 
voltage is required to go all .the way to the ground. A small 
negative supply is used to provide the necessary common
mode voltage and output stage requirements to allow full 
output swing to ground. A much larger positive voltage 
supply can now be used to maximi7.e the available output 
voltage. 
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+70V 

2.20 

Oto60V 

FIGURE 8. Unbalanced Power Supplies are Often Used 
with Power Op Amps to Achieve Higher Uni
polar Output Voltage Yet Provide Output Swing 
Down to 0V. The negative supply voltage in this 
OPAS 12 circuit is made large enough to provide 
the common-mode voltage and output swing 
requirements of the application. 

A higher current limit (lower value current limit resistor is 
set for positive output current in this circuit since the 
primary purpose is to source current to a load connected to 
ground Be sure to consider the safe operating area con
straints carefully in this type ofoperation. Unequal supplies 
mean that larger voltages will be present across the con
ducting output transistor, thustequiring greater safe operat
ing area. See Understanding Power Amplifier Specifica
tions, Application Bulletin AB-123, for information on 
evaluation of safe operating area. 

Other signal processing circuits which are normally pow
ered from a split supply can be operated from a single 
supply as well. These include such devices as instrumenta
tion amplifiers, current transmitters, analog multipliers, log 
amps, etc. The principles in assuring proper operation are 
the same as for op amps. 

The INAl 05 difference amplifi~ provides an instructive 
example. This device is comprised internally (Figure 9) of 
a precision op amp and four precision matched resistors. In 
a majority of applications pin 1 is connected to ground This 
is the output voltage reference pin. If pin 1 is referenced to 
a floating ground using· one of the previously described 
techniques, operation is similar to split-supply operation. 
Unlike the op amp applications previously described, how
ever; the differential input terminals (pins 2 and 3) will be 
capable of ·accommodating common-mode voltages equal 
to and even greater than the supply voltages. Voltages 
applied to the input resistors are divided down, maintaining 
common-mode voltages to the op amp within operating 
limits. In this case, the voltage at pin 1 in conjunction with 
the required output swing determines the technique re
quired for single-supply operation. 
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True instrumentation amplifiers (Figure 10) usually have an 
op amp at their inpuL Therefore, common-mode range of the 
input op amp again becomes a concern. Input voltages must 
be confined to within the specified common-mode range of 

the device. The output section of the instrument amp is like 
the difference amplifier and output voltages swing require
ments will dictate the techniques required. 

+30V 

INA105 

25k0 

-=-
Vcu" <V2 + 15V)l'2 

FIGURE 9. The Input Voltage to this .Simple Difference Amplifier is Divided Down by the Input Resistors Before Being 
Applied to the Op Amp. Thus it is able to handle voltages which are equal to or greater than the power supply 
voltage. 

+12V 

INA102 
V1 c!:3.6V 

1kn 

>---+----t---o+ 

Vwr 

7.2V 

FIGURE 10. Inputs to the Instrumentation Amplifier Are Applied Directly to the Active Circuitry of the Input Op Amps and 
Therefore are Subject to the Common-Mode Range Limitations of these Op Amps. 
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COMPENSATE TRANSIMPE,QANCE AMPLIFIERS INTUITIVELY 
By Tony Wang and Barry Ehnnan 

Transimpedance amplifiers are used to convert fow:level 
· photodiodecurrents to usable voltage signals. All too often the 
amplifiers have to be empirically compensated to operate 
properly. The problem can be easily understood if one looks 
at all the elements involved. Figure 1 shows the typical 
photodiode application. 

The ideal transimpedance transfer function is, by inspection: 

Rg 
Vour = -Is • Zp = -Is • I + j 2 it f a,,cP 

This equation suggests that the frequency response is strictly 
due to the feedback network. This does not explain why 
· transimpedance amplifiers are prone to oscillate. Figure 2 
provides more insight into the stability problem. The photo
diode is replaced with an ideal current source in parallel with 
its equivalent resistance, R0 , and capacitance, C0 • The op amp 
input capacitance cannot be considered insignificant and 
should be.included as part of Co-

1· The noise gain (i.e., the noninverting closed-loop gain) of this 
configuration determines the stability of the circuiL The 
reason for this is that any noise signal, no matter how small, 
can trigger an unstable circuit into oscillation. From inspec
tion, the transfer function can be determined to be: 

Vwr 

FIGURE I. Typical Photodiode transimpedance Amplifier. 

FIGURE 2. Photodiode Modelled with Ideal Eiemen'ts. 
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R,+ R,, I +j 2ttf [ ~ ]<C,+C.,) 
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f 
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The de gain is set solely by the resistors. The pole frequency, 
fp, is set by the f eedbacknetwork,just as in the transimpedance 
function. The zero frequency, f 2, is determined by (a) the sum 

, of the feedback and the diode capacitances and (b) the parallel 
combination of the feedback and the diode resistances. 

Typically, the feedback resistor is much smaller than the 
photodiode's equivalent resistance. This makes the de resis
tive gain · unity. The value of the parallel combination is 
essentially equal to the feedback resistor alone. Therefor, fz 
will always be lower than f P• as shown in Figure 3. 

log Av 

fz fp Logf 

FIGURE 3. Bode Plot of Noise Gain. 

Log Av 

Aa.----

fz t112 ,;.,- rP1. :·'• Logf 

FIGURE 4. Various Feedback Responses Intersecting Op Amp 
Open-loop Gain. 
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Figure 4 depicts three different scenarios for the intersection 
of the closed-loop response curve with the open-loop gain 
curve. Stability degradation will occur when fp falls outside 
the open-loop gain curve. For fp1 the circuit will oscillate. H fp 
lies inside the open~loop gain curve, the transimpedance 
circuit will be unconditionally stable. This is the case for f p2 
but stability is traded off for transimpedance bandwidth. The 
optimum solution paces fp on the open-loop gain curve as 
shown for f P3. 

Since fp is detennined by the feedback network, judicious 
selection of Cp is all that is necessary. This process can be 
greatly simplified by noting that the high frequency asymptote 
for the noise gain is detennined by capacitance values alone: 

Cp+c;, 
Aa.(f > > fp) = --

cp 
This value should be equal to the op amp's open-loop gain at 
f P· The open-loop gain is found by dividing the op amp's gain
bandwidth product (GBW) by f P· Setting these two expres
sions equal yields: 

: Simple· substitution· yields a quadratic equation ~~ose only 
real, positive solution is: 

1 
Cp----✓(1+ 1 +81tRi£DGBW) 
· · 4nRi,GBW.: _. ·. 

This simple equation selects the appropriate feedback capaci
tor for guaranteed stability once the op amp's minimum gain
bandwidth and the photodiode's maximum capacitance are 
detennined. 

Further insight can be gained with some simplifying assump-

tioos ~•~•~;~ 

This result indicates that, for a given op amp and photocliode, 
trahsimpedance bandwidth is inversely related to the square 
root of the feedback resistor. Thus, if bandwidth is a critical 
requirement, the best approach may be to opt for a moderate 
transimpedance gain stage followed by a broadband voltage 
gain stage. 
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FEEDBACK PLOTS DEFINE OP AMP AC PERFORMANCE 

By Jerald G. Graeme (602) 746-7412 

(Originally published in EDN magazine as "Feedback Plots 
Offer Insight into Operational Amplifiers .. and "Bode Plots 
Enhance Feedback Analysis of Operational Amplifiers" on 
1/19189 and 212189, respectively.) 

Feedback plots simplify the analysis of an op amp's closed
loop AC performance by showing bandwidth and stability 
conditions as a function of the op amp's gain and phase 
response. These plots also proyide insight into noise perf or
mance and the special feedback requirements of circuits 
such as integrating converters, photodiode amplifiers, ~m
posite amplifiers and active feedback circuits. 

Engineers routinely use Bode plots<O to determine the 
bandwidth and frequency stability of voltage-gain op amp 
circuits. A Bode plot provides a visual representation of an 
op amp's transfer response and its potential stability. More
over, such plots define the circuit's pole and zero locations 
at the intercepts of the response-curve extensions. 

The Bode plot of Figure 1, for example, shows the interac
tion of the magnitude response of the open-loop gain (IAI) 
and the reciprocal of the feedback factor (1/13). The fraction 
of the output that feeds back to the input is p. The voltage
divider action of Figure l's feedback network determines 
the value of p; for moderate resistance values, 
p = R1/CR1 + Rv. For this noninverting example, the feed
back equation, Aa.. = A/(1 + AP), defines the closed-loop 
voltage gain. AP is the loop gain, and where it is high: 

Aa.. = lip = (Ra + Rv/R1 

AP represents the amplifier gain available to maintain the 
ideal closed-loop response. At the point where the loop gain 
no longer matches the feedback demand, the closed-loop 
curve deviates from the ideal. The Bode plot graphically 
defmes this limit by plotting the IIP curve with the gain
magnitude response curve of the op amp. Because the 1/P 
line represents the feedback demand, closed-loop require
ments will be satisfied as long as this line is below the 
amplifier-gain curve. Where this condition is no longer true, 
the actual response drops, following the amplifier's open
loop response downward The rate of descent for the roll-off 
is -20dB/decade (for most op amps) and is characteristic of 
a single-pole response. In Figure 1, the heavier line on the 
gain-magnitude plot depicts the resulting closed-loop curve. 

INTERCEPT DEFINES BANDWIDTH 
For a basic voltage-gain amplifier, the location of the fp pole 
determines the closed-loop bandwidth. In this case, a single
pole roll-off determines the point at which the gain magni
tude goes below 3dB (equivalent to 0.700 of its low-fre-

0 o 1/P 
~"oi""1+1/AP 

R, 
~ p"' R,+Rz 

LOGIAI 

FIGURE 1. This feedback analysis provides a summary of 
loop conditions in the 1/13 curve and defines the 
underlying poles, zeros, and phase shift. 

quency level). To find this point relative to the Bode plots, 
rewrite the closed-loop gain as 

Aa.. = (1/P)/(1/AP + 1) 

· The bandwidth-defining gain error is a result of the 1/A~ 
term in the denominator. Because p is constant for the circuit 
in Figure 1, the amplifier gain (A) determines the frequency 
dependence of the loop gain. For a typical op amp, the gain-
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bandwidth product is constant after the first break frequency 
occurs and A = jf'Jf = jlAI where fc is the amplifier's unity
gain crossover frequency. For this common condition, 

Aa. = OIP)/(1 + 1/(jlAIP) 

The bandwidth is defmed in terms of the absolute value 
(magnitude) of Aa.: 

IAa.1 = (ltp)N(l + 1/(IAl2 p2)) 

which, at the -3dB point, becomes 

IAa.1 = 0.707(1/J3) = (1/J3)N2 . 

Comparing the last two expressions, you can· see that the 
-3dB .bandwidth occurs when IAI = l/J3. This equality is ·true 
when the gain supply drops to the exact level of the feedback 
demand. When you plot these two functions on the same 
graph, they reach equality at the intersection of the two 
curves. This intercept pinpoints the closed-loop pole loca
tion and defines the circuit bandwidth for the voltage-gain 
amplifier. 

STABILITY PREDICTED FROM THE INTERCEPT 
This critical intercept point also ·exhibits· other characteris
tics that can help you define conditions for frequency stabil
ity. By relating the phase shift to the slopes of the gain
magnitude and l/J3 curves, you can determine the loop phase 
shift at this intercept Again, the importan~ of the intercept 
is apparent from the closed-loop-gain expression, 
An= A/(1 + AP): If AP becomes -1, the 'closed-loop gain 
will be infinite and will support an output signal even in the 
absence of an input signal, which is a condition for oscilla
tion. The magnitude of AP is unity only at the intercept point 
because it is at this point that A= 1/p; a negative polarity for 
AP only requires 1800 phase shift 

Virtually every practical analog circuit is a minimum-phase 
system. For such .systems, which have only left-half-plane 
poles and zeros, you can directly read the phase shift from 
the gain-magnitude response<2>. Although many op amps do 
have a right-plane zero caused-by· Miller• phase compensa
tion, the effects of this zero are suppressed below the unity
gain crossover. For the case of a minimum-phase system, a 
pole creates a.-20dB/decade response roll-off and a -900 
phase shift; ' a· zero produces the same effects but with 
opposite polarities:· Additional poles and zeros simply add to 
the response slope and phase shift in increments of the same 
magnitude. 

Relying on the feedback phase shirt's correlation with the 
response slope, you can determine its value at the critical 
intercept from the gain-magnitude and 1/P curves. For the 
example of Figure 1, the gain-magnitude curve has a slope 
of -20dB/decade and the llP curve has a zero slope for a net 
90° feedback phase shift at the intercept This situation 
leaves a phase margin of 90° out of the 1800 that would 
cause oscillation. Because the intercept is well removed 
from the open-loop-response break f1Cq1:Iencies, the analysis 
of this example is easier to understand. The intercept occurs 
after the amplifier's· first pole develops the full 900 phase 
shift, but well before the second pole has any effect nR•m· Elj$£ Burr-Brown IC Applications Handbook 

APPROXIMATING PHASE MARGIN 
In cases where the intercept is less than one decade from a 
response break, the Bode approximation of the phase shift 
shows a linear slope that has a maximum error of s.1°<n. For 
Figure 1, the phase-shift approximation starts at 0° one 
decade before the break frequency f0 • From there, it in
creases linearly on the log scale to 45° at the break frequency 
'and then to 90° one decade above it 

Using this approximation, you can combine the stability 
criteria for loop-gain magnitude and feedback phase shift to 
obtain the rate-of-closure indicator. Rather than computing 
phase shifts from slopes, you can use this indicator to deal 
with the slopes directly. Rate-of-closure is simply the differ
ence in slopes of the gain-magnitude curve and the Itp curve 
when they intercept. This difference reflects the combined 
phase shift around the feedback loop. For Figure 1, the rate
of-closure is 20dB/decade, which corresponds to a stable 
90° phase shift 

In other cases, the slope of the 1/P curve is not zero, giving 
a 40dB/decade · rate-of-closure that indicates an oscillatory 
1800 of phase shift Rate-of-closure alone is -an exact stabil-

' ity indicator where the intercept is at least one decade away 
from all other break frequencies. In still · other cases, the 
Bode phase approximation modifies the rate-of-closure re
sult 

FEEDBACK FACTOR IS A 
VOLTAGE DIVIDER RATIO 
· To use feedback relationships to perform circuit analysis, 
you should consider the feedback network separately. This 
separation parallels the nature of the op amp's open-loop 
gain, which is a characteristic of the amplifier in the absence 
of the feedback network. You only need to retain the loading 
effects between the amplifier and the feedback network to 
determine their individual responses<2>. Then, by putting the 
two responses on the same plot, you can see how they will 
work together. 

Figure 2 show~ a generalized fe~dback condition def med by 
Z1 and Z:!-The equations of Figure 2a directly determine the 
circuit response for high loop gain and moderate imped
ances. Nonetheless, the input impedance of the amplifier 
alters the simplified results of these equations by shunting 
the feedback network. The inclusion of this loading effect on 
the feedback network. completes the ltp analysis in the cir
cuit of Figure 2b. Here, the op amp input resistance (~. 
differ~tial input capacitance (Cicll, and common-mode.in
put capacitance (CicnJ all shoot impedance Z1• Except for 
conditions where the feedback impedances have low values, 
you need to include these amplifier characteristics in your 
analysis. 

Where there is impedance in series with the amplifier's 
noninverting input, you must add this too-along with ·the 
shunting effect of the input's Cicm capacitance. You can then 
find the feedback factor from the divider action, e/eo. For the 
1/P curve, this result is inverted and, in the logarithmic 
format of computer simulations, becomes simply 
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(a) 

. Zt •o "'.-z;-o,, . 
For IAI >> 1/1'. and Z1 » Z1 II Z1 
whofo Z. '! f\ U Gci II C1cm 

(b) 

C1,1 

1/jl a.!!., 
•1 

C' 1cm 

LOG 1/jl !" Vm_(o) - VDB(D 

0 

FIGURE 2. To determine the lip curve for the generalized 
circuit of (a), you can draw a voltage-divider 
circuit that represents the feedback network and 
the shunting effects of the amplifier input (b). 

Voe(o) - VoeG). By adding this curve to the plot of the 
amplifier's gain-magnitude response, you can display ·the 
characteristics of the critical intercept 'ror subsequent feed-
back interpretation. · · · 

NOISE GAIN AND 1/B 

The up curve also communicates performance information 
across the entire response ~ge of the op amp: For example, 
it displays loop· gain. which provides an indication of gain 
accuracy vs frequency and the ultimate bandwidth limit. 
Furthennore, the up curve demonstrates that . the circuit's 
signal bandwidth can be different from its noise bandwidth. 
Note that the previous feedback-network analysis returns Zi 
to ground as it would in a noninverting op amp configura
tion, even though the op amp shown is in the inverting mode. 

Underlying the difference between noise and signal band
width is the concept of noise gain, which is the source of 
some of the· more common, op amp application problems. 
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For. any .given feedback network, the inverting and 
noninverting configurations develop signal gains that differ 
in magnitude as well as in sign; nevertheless, the feedback 
conditions remain the same. In both cases, your feedback 
analysis is concerned with the gain-error voltage developed 
between the op amp mputs. This error signal always receives 
the gain of the noninverting connection, as you would see if 
you performed superposition analysis. Superposition of the 
signal between the amplifier inputs grq~ the signal source, 
producing the noninverting configuration. 

The same condition holds true for the input voltage noise of 
an op amp, resulting in the noise-gain characteristic for the 
up. curve. 1o· practice, the noise gain and the. up curve are 
the •'same:--until they intercept with the gain"'.magnitude 
curve: After that, the noise gain rolls off with the amplifier 
open-loop response but the 1/p curve continues on its path. 
For the noninverting voltage amplifier, the noise gain and 
the closed-loop gain, Acr., are the same. · · 

NOISE BANDWIDTH 
' ' 

In in~erting configurations, this correspondence does not 
hold true, giving rise to frequentsurprises during attempts at 
nc,ise filtering. The simplest case of the inverting amplifier, 
where it is common practice to bypass the feedback resistor, 
serves ·to illustrate the inverting relationship (Figure 3). 
Bypassing the feedback resistor ·is intended to limit noise 
bandwidth, and it does indeed remove noise presented as an 
input signal. However, the circuit ~ill continue to pass 
amplifier · noise across the. entire op amp bandwidth. Cr 
shunts the signal supplied through· R1 for the desired lowpass 
roll-off of the op amp's eJCj response. To the op amp noise 
voltage, Cu, Cr merely presents the unity feedback · of a 
voltage-follower. Noise gain drops to unity but continues 
out to the open-loop roll-off of the op amp. This leveling off 
of 1/P also shows why the op amp must be unity-gain stable, 
·even though the circuit ·gain has been rolled off well below 
the. amplifier· response. With up following the unity gain 
axis, the critical intercept occurs at fc. 
While the continued noise gain is at a lower level, it covers 
much of ~ anqjlifier bandwidth,· which can· result in a 
dramatic increase' iri output noise. For example, if you're 
using the 2MHz Burr-Brown OPAi 11 shown and choose Cr 
to' obtain a 2kHz roll-off, only 0.1 % of the amplifier band
width will be enclosed in · the intended 'system response. 
Although the logarithmic scale of the frequency axis may be 
visually deceptive, the remaining 99.9% of the bandwidth is 
still available to the amplifier's voltage noise. For an initial 
gain of 10, ·the output noise that this amplifier produces is 
more than doubled by the. bandwidth effect. Many active
filter configurations are subject to the same limitation. 

The only way to avoid excessive noise bandwidth is to 
resttict the freq~ency range of the op ~- By dping so, the 
control of the noise' 'response' switches-from th~ 1/P curve to 
the amplifier roll-off. Where· the op amp has provision for 
;,~xtemal phase compensation, this 'control is a simple matter 
and pennits you to remove bandwidth from signal and noise 

' . ,, . 
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alike. However, because most op amps lack an extemal
phase-compensation facility, passive filtering within the 
feedback loop offers a broader solution<3>. Such filtering 
introduces a capacitive shwit to ground following the ampli
fier but within the feedback loop; . • 

You can also demonstrate the extended noise bandwidth of 
an integrating converter using' a: feedback plot 'bht, more 
importantly, the curves illustrate ·the dynamic-range limit for 
integrator-based instrumentation;· In Figure 4, the integrator 
1/P curve also levels off at the unity-gain line for cohtinu~d 
noise gain out to where the op amp rolls off. Be aware that 
this action has far less noise significance for the integrator 
because of its increasing gain at lower frequencies. Integra
tors designed for operation to lkHz or even' ·higher are 
generally unaffected by·the added noise bandwidth. 

Nevertheless, the feedback plot for the integrator de.mon
strates a unique ·bandwi~ limitation involving two critical 

A, 

10k0 

-=-
LOGIA! 

c, 

2200pF •,1. 

'i ~ 

100k0 

>----000 I 

CONTINUED 
NOISEOAIN 

FIGURE 3. Highlighting the difference between closed
loop gain and noise gain, this inverting op amp 
configuration demonstrates the' greater band
width that is often available to amplifier noise. 
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intercepts. Not only· does the 1/P curve intercept the gain
magnitude curve at the high-frequ~y extreme, but it does 
so at the low-frequency end.as well. Each intercept indicates 
a lack of amplifier gain for support of the feedback and a 
departure from the .ideal response. At the high end, the llP 
curve. and noise-gain lev~l off, .leaving AcI. to continue as 
long as the loop gain lasts. Ne~t, 1/P intercepts the gain
magnitude .curve at fc where the noise gain i;olls off. 

This intercept is a high-frequency 3d8 point for the integra
tor response, which then usually rolls up rather than down. 
Upward response in this region is due to signal feedthrough 
caused by the feedback elements in the absence of loop 
control.' Af the lower frequencies, the. increasing gain de
mand encounters the DC gain limit. of the op •amp. This 
intercept marks the secorid 3dB point for the integrator 
response, which'· sets the range for accurate perfonnance. 
Both intercepts have a 20dB/decade rate-of-closure, indicat
·ing stable operation. 

A C 
8i 0---.J\/V'--------t i------. 

1000pF ,1k0 

LOG IAI - IDEAL 

' /t:13PONSE. 
', ,1,~ ' 

IAI 

I 

1/~ 

o-t----,----~-~____;I __ 

"' ' ·-"'· 
IDEAL 

RESPONSE 

FIGURE 4. Defining the dynamic range for integrating data 
converters, . the• integrator 1113 curve displays 
upper and lower intercepts with the gain-mag
nitude response. 
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TWO BANDWIDTH .LIMrrs FOR -INTEGRATORS 
Between the two integrator-response· limits is the usable 
dynamic range for dual-slope AID and V IF converters. The 
gain ·error limits this dynamic range; the plots are a graphic 
representation of ·this error. The gain error is inversely 
related either to a circuit's loop gain or the difference 
between the amplifier's open-loop gain and the feedback 
demand of l/(3. On the response plots~ the loop gain is the 
vertical distance b~tween the two curves. For the Figure 4 
integrator, this separation decreases following 1/Ps en
counter with the unity-gain axis. From there, the separation 
finally reduces to zero at fc. The gain error then becomes the 
distance between the dashed continuation of the ideal inte
grator response and the actual Aa. response. Graphically, 
this. distance is the source of the large-signal limitation for 
integrating converters where higher signals correspond to 
the upper frequencies. 

At the other end of the converter range, lower-level signals 
demand low-frequency integrator operation that encounters 
a similar limitation. Below the frequency of the op amp's 
first pole, f0 , the separation between the 1/13 and gain-mag
nitude curves again drops, signaling reduced loop gain. 
Moving further down in frequency, the 1113 curve fmally 
crosses the op amp's DC-gain level, and the actual response 
flattens again. For integrating-type converters, this action 
defines a range of performance that is accurate to within 3dB 
from fc down to the lower intercepL To extend the dynamic 
range, you move the lower intercept downward either with 
a lower integrator-time-constant or with boosted DC gain." 

A higher accuracy dynamic range results from the unique 
loop-gain conditions of the integrator. The loop gain is 
constant for the integrator from f0 to its unity-gain crossing. 
The gain error in this range is constant as marked by the 
uniform separation of the gain-magnitude and 1/13 curves. You 
can compensate for such an error by making a fixed adjust:
ment to the feedback network. leaving gain-accuracy bounded 
by the stability of the network. This limit permits you to 
adjust the more restricted dynamic range to 0.01 % levels. 
For the OPAl 11 op amp and a lOOkHz integrator crossover 
frequency, this more precise dynamic range has a span of 
100,000:1. 

INPUT CAPACITANCE ALTERS 1/B 
The previous discussion of the inverter and the integrator 
considered the feedback network independent of the ampli
fier input shunting. Although engineers frequently use this 
simplification, they . often encounter unexpected results. 
Because of the feedback factor, most frrst-time users of op 
amps with large feedback-resistance values are swprised by 
the response curve. Transient-response ringing or even os
cillation sometimes occurs; the common cure is a capacitive 
bypass of the feedback resistor. The 1/13 curve can display 
the problem and provide some guidance in the selection of 
the bypass capacitor. 

Underlying the problem is the op amp input capacitance's 
effect on the feedback factor. By including this capacitance 
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with the voltage divider formed by the feedback resistors, 
you can achieve the results of the 1/13 curve in Figure S. This 
curve rises at high frequencies, increasing the rate-of-clo
sure and flagging the need for closer stability analysis. The 
phase margin drops as 1113 rises and, at the limit, goes to zero 
if the ~IP rise spans one decade of frequency. Generally, the 
span is much smaller than that and the Bode phase approxi
mation evaluates the actual conditions. The key to minimiz
ing the effect on the feedback factor is the- low input 
capacitance that the small input FETs of the OPAi 28 device 
provide. The net 3pF of input capacitance leaves the re
sponse undisturbed until the parallel combination of the two 
resistors reaches 50k0. 

The capacitive bypassing of R2 increases the high-frequency 
feedback; which counteracts the shunting of ~ by leveling 
off the llP curve. The selection of this capacitor is better 
illustrated by Figure 6's photodiode amplifier. You can 
reduce the non-obvious bandwidth of this application to an 
equation. The circuit contends with diode capacitances at the 
input up to 20,000pF. As a result, the break in the 1113 curve 
is generally far removed from the intercept, making the rate
of-closure analysis accurate without requiring any adjust
ment of the phase-shift approximation. 

c, 

1pF 

81 U----v,VV'"---+---~/\/\--_.,. 

LOGIAI 

,----
' I 

C1a.l_ 

3pFT 
I 
I L ___ _ 

NOISEGAIN 

6dB+--~+ ___ _ 

200kQ 

C1a =C1c1+C1cm 

OdB -t---------~----- LOGf 

FIGURE 5. Higher feedback resistances will react with the 
op amp's input capacitance to produce a peak
ing effect, which the 1113 curve anticipates. 
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FIGURE ·6. A photodiode amplifier's voltage function serves 
to obscure its bandwidth and stability, but you 
can rely on feedback-loop conditions to define 
its performance. 

Unfortunately, the bandwidth for the circuit of Figure 6 is 
obscured by its function. Because its function is a current-to
voltage conversion, rather than simple voltage gain, you 
cannot draw the signal-gain curve on the gain-magnitude 
response to estimate bandwidth. When you inspect the 
circuit to find its bandwidth limitation, you'll see that the 
only inherent break frequency is that of the feedback resis
tance and the capacitance of the input circuiL By plotting the 
llP curve, how~ver, you can see that the loop gain remains 
to support the ideal feedback condition far beyond the fi 
.break frequency. 

Initially, the lip curve is flat at unity because of the direct 
output-to-input connection of Re. When the feedback is later 
shunted by C0 and C1a, 1113 rises at a 20dB/decade rate. The 
transition between these regions occurs at 

fi = l/21tR,<Co + CiJ 

where C1a = 4d + cicm. 
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The intercept with the gain-magnitude curve marks the end 
of the response rise for the noise gain. This curve has a -
20dB/decade slope so, if left uncompensated, the rate-of
closure at the intercept will be 40dB/decade. Thus, the plot 
indicates two poles at that intercept frequency, fp. This in
tercept is the point at which there is no longer sufficient 
amplifier gain for the feedback-factor demand, and it indi
cates response roll-off independent of the op amp function. 
Any amplifier function would then roll off with a slope equal 
to the rate-of-closure. 

COMPENSATION BREAKS AT THE.INTERCEPT 
Because the rate-of-closure is 40dB/decade, you should 
examine phase shift at the intercept to determine the phase 
compensation necessary for stability. When the various 
break frequencies are well removed from the intercept, the 
rate-of-closure accurately reflects 180° of phase shift for the 
uncompensated loop. To avoid oscillation and to achieve 
good damping characteristics, you must reduce this phase 
shift by at least 45° through roll-off of the 1/13 curve. 

According to the Bode phase approximation, this phase shift 
is the amount of phase introduced at a break frequency. 
Choosing Cr to break with Re at the intercept frequency, fp, 
yields 45° of phase margin. Accompanying this phase con
dition is a 3dB peak in the signal response, which for a 2-
pole response pushes the -3dB bandwidth out to 1.4fp. For 
the OPAlll and the feedback elements shown, the 3dB 
response extends to 48kHz. (You can extend this analysis to 
lower capacitance levels, and the co~on solution men
tioned above will still suffice-even for the high-feedback
resistance case of Figure 5.) 

As long as Cr breaks with Rr at the frequency of the inter
cept, the lip rise contributes no more than 45° of phase shift. 
In the range where the op amp phase shift is 90°, this rise 
leaves a stable 45° phase margin. Nevertheless, as the op 
amp approaches its crossover frequency, fc, its contribution 
to phase shift moves toward 135°. The rule of thumb for 
selecting Cr remains valid, however, because any intercept 
near fc must be a result of a 1/!3 rise of short duration. The 
added phase shift of the amplifier, accompanied by a neces
sary decrease in feedback phase shift at the intercept, results 
in a net zero effect By simple sketching of the phase 
approximations for the llP and gain-magnitude curves, you 
can show this transition. 

GEOMETRY DEFINES INTERCEPT 

To select the compensation capacitance, it is desirable to 
reduce the graphical analysis to an equation. Luckily, the 
response plots provide an elegantly simple solution. Straight
line extensions of the 1113 and gain-magnitude curves form a 
triangle with the horizontal axis. These extensions have 
equal but opposite slopes, which form an isosceles triangle. 
The peak of the triangle, located over the center of its base, 
lies at the average of the base end points. Mathematically, 
this average point is equal to 

Log f P = (Log fi + Log fJ/2 
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FIGURE 7. Although amplifier gain and phase plots sug
gest instability, the 1/!3 curve shows stable 
conditions for a circuit with input-lead induc
tance. 

Given the expressed logarithmic nature of the frequency 
axis, you can reduce this relationship.to the simple geomet
ric mean of the two characteristic frequencies: 

. . fp :;;: -rr;r; 
where f1 :::: lfbtRt<Co + Cid + Cu::m), and fc equals the unity
gain bandwidth of the op amp: 
GAIN AND PHASE CAN BE MISLEADl'4G 
For a third input-circuit effect, the 1113 C!ll"Ve. d;emonstra~s 
stable conditions where typical gain,and phase plots would 
point to oscillation. In addition: to . input capacitance. op 
amps have input inductance; . this. combination produces a 
high-frequency resonance. The inductance is small but ines
capable. being associated with internal input wires and being 
compounded by external wiring. 
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For very high-frequency amplifiers, like the OPA620 
wideband amplifier of Figure 7, sufficient amplifier gain 
· exists at the resonant frequency to give the appearance of 
zero gain margin. A comparison of the output signal (eJ with 
that at the summing junction (e_;) produces the plot's gain 
and phase responses. Following unity crossover, the gain 
curve rises again above the unity axis; this rise generally 
guarantees oscillation for lower gain levels. Adding to sta
bility concerns is the phase plot, which swings wildly 
through 180° during the gain peak. 

By adding the 1/!3 curve to the plot, you can see that this 
curve does not intersect the gain peak but merely rides over 
iL Without an intercept there is no oscillation, regardless of 
the phase shift, because the loop gain is insufficienL Loop
gain demand rises in synchronization with the gain peak 
because the. resonant circuit also alters the feedback net
work. 

In many cases, the gain peaking results from conditions in 
! the amplifier output rather than from the input circuiL In 
such a case, no corresponding modification of feedback 
occurs, and an intercept and oscillation result. However, for 
Figure 7, the gain margin remains high, as you can see by the 

. separation between the 1/!3 curve and the gain response when 
· the phase reaches 1800. This separation remains large 
: throughout the region of higher phase shift, indicating good 
relative stability. 

COMPOSITE AMPLIFIERS 
Whereas the normal op amp feedback loop involves only 
one amplifier, designers often need to extend the feedback 
loop to work with composite circuits that use two or more op 
amps for increased gain. By adhering to conventional feed
back principles, you can implement phase compensation for 
Jhe extended loop and rely on a Bode plot to provide a visual 
representation of the increased gain and the opportunity for 
extended bandwidth. 

For instance, with two op amps in the same loop as in Figure 
8. you can achieve increased gain without incumng any 
added offset· and noise error. The input-eaor effects of the 
second amplifier are divided by the open-loop gain of the 
first, amplifier. The net open-loop gain of. this composite 
circuit becomes the product of the individual op amp gains 
and greatly reduces the overall gain error and nonlinearity. 

In Figure 8, the two op amps are those of the dual OP A211 l, 
which imposes only a modest cost increase over a single 
device. You could, of course, select individual op amps to 
provide specific performance characteristics. In the latter 
case, you might select the input amplifier for good DC and 
noise performance and the, output amplifier for its load
driving' and slewing performance. For example, the output 
· amplifier could handle the load current· and · the resulting 
power dissipation, thus producing no thermal feedback to 
the input of the composite circuiL Moreover, it could also 
fulfill the high-slew-rate demands of the application. The 
input amplifier in this case would only swing through small 
signals. nR•BROWN• 
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FIGURE 8. To utilize the boosted gain · of the composite 
amplifier, traditional phase-compensation tech
niques tailor the gain-magnitude slope to obtain 
a stable region willi a 1/~ intercept 

An integrator and a common op amp test loop,_can:demon
strate the benefi~ of using a ~mposite amplifier. By extend

. ing the-composite open-loop gain to higher levels, you can 
expand the. dynamic range for. integratinfanalog functions. 
The low-frequency intercept moves back.by a f~ctor equal to 
the added I amplifier gain. This change is SQ extreme that 
other error effects will surface well before the gain error 
from~ intercepts. For.nyo op amps in the same loop each 
having lOOdB open-loop gaip. the composite gain is 200d.B. 
At this gain level, an input e1.TOr of lnV will develop the full 
lOV output swing. Long ~fore the circuit reaches that limit, 
noise becomes a prime AC constraint and typically restrains 
lower-level accuracy over ··a dynamic range of about 
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3,000.000: 1. Nevenheless, this restraint is a 30: 1 improve
ment over a single op amp and moves the focus of measure
ment accuracy to other factors. 

In' the op 'an:$ test-loop' applicationC4>, the 'addition"of the 
second amplifier removes signal swing· from the output of 
the tested device. The extra gain transfers that voltage swing 
to an· isolated output and removes any gain error from the 
signal detectt!d' at the tested amplifier•s inputs. This gain
error removal permits the discernment of other input-error 
. signals for the measurement of parameters such as power
supply and common~mode rejection. If these parameters 
were to approach the level of the amplifier's open-loop gain, 
gain-error, signals at the input would cloud the effects of the 
measured parameter. 

PHASE COMPENSATION 
FOR THE COMPOSITE AMPLIFIER 
With a composi~ op amp structure, you must include the 
roll-off'ch~~teristics of. both amp,ifiers in your ~C an~y
sis and have some means of providing phase compensation 
for the loop. Two op amps in a common loop invite oscilla
tion; the individual amplifier poles combine for a composite 
2-polQ roll-off.-.As. shown in FiFe 8, the logarithmic,scale 
makes ~ initial composite-response curve the linear sum of 
the two indiviclual responses •. The ~pper. dashed response 
curve, which bas a ~_/decade sl~pe. sh~ws this resulL 

Two methods arc available for.compensating the composite 
loop. One . modifies the. gain .. magnitude response and the 
1other alters the 1/P curve. The more usual of the two ap
proaches is to reduce the slope of the gain~magnitude curve 
in the vicinity, of -the intercept, as Figure 8 does. After 
forcing the compe~ated respotlse to roll, off earlier, the 
gain-magnitude curve retums with a more gentle slope to the 
boundary of the uncompensated response. This action serves 
the general-pUipOse requirements 0£ voltage-gain applica
tions and produces a stable range:that you can place almost 
anywhere in the total composite.gain range. 

Figure 8 achieves this ~mpensation by •creating a modified 
integrator response for. IC1B•. 'Because this integrator is an 
inverting circuit;. the inputs of ICiA are 'reversed to retain 
only one phase inversion in the loop. Capacitor C1 blocks the 
local DC feedback, and the overall gain is still the product 
of the two open-loop g~. The ,inte~tor response that R3 
and C1 established for ·1c1e rolls off this composite gain. 
Next, the first open-loop pole of Ic 1A·retums the compen
sated response slope to -40dB/decadc. At a higher fre
quency; a response zero provides the region of reduced slope 
thanks to the inclusion of~- Above the break frequency of 
~ and Ci,~ transfonm the response ofIC 18 from an in
'tegratdfto an inverting'amplifier with a gain of-R.JR 3• 

Wllere this gain is. unity, the compensated respo~ drops to 
and .follows the open-loop .response of IC1A .as shown. For 
gain le9t'.els o'tber than unity. yo~ have different options, 
which you can explore by using other response plots and 
def~ the parti~ar stable conditions you have in mind. 
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Having control of this gain becomes particularly useful as 
the 1113 intercept approaches the uncompensated unity-gain 
crossover poinL In this region. the second poles of the two 
op amps_increas~ the phase;shifL ~ such cases, you have to 
make the magnitude of the internal RJR3 gain less than. unity 
to force the compensated response to cross over earlier. 
Generally, when you have two op amps of the same type, 
making ~ = RI) will yield a unity-gain stable compQsite 
amplifie~. 

The net phase correction that you can achieve with this 
technique depends on the frequency-response range for 
which you maintain the -20dB/decade slope. This span 
begins with the R.C1 break frequency and ends with the 
intercept of the composite open-loop response. After this 
intercept, the lack of open-loop gain returns the response to 
that of the uncompensated composite amplifier. To ensure a 
phase margin of 45° or more, you .can use the guidance that 
the Bode phase approximation provides; the plot shows. that 
this reduced slope region must last for three decades of 
frequency and must intercept the 1113 curve after running for 
at least a decade. · 

COMPOSITE AMPLIFIERS EXTEND BANDWIDTH 
Although most engineers are familiar with this type of phase 
compensation, it is too restrictive of bandwidth at higher 
gains. For applications requiring higher gains, you can 
greatly extend the bandwidth and reduce the settling time by 
40: 1 by using a different phase-compensation technique. 
The general-purpose R. = R3 case of Figure 8 sets a constant 
closed-loop gain-bandwidth product. Looking at the curves, 
you can see that· the closed-loop bandwidth· is ·the same· as 
that for IC1A itself when BW = fp = fJ Aa.-Even so, the large 
separation between the compensated and uncompensated 
responses shows a significant sacrifice in bandwidth-ex
pressly for the accommodation of phase compensation. 
Uncompensated, the gain-magnitude response has a gain
bandwidth product that increases with closed-loop gain and 
that provides a potential bandwidth of r., = ~- Com
paring the last two expressions .shows that the potential for 
bandwidth improvement equals -./A;;., which is significant at 
higher gains. 

COMPENSATE THE 1/B CURVE 

You can take advantage of quite a bit of this bandwidth
improvement opportunity by compensating the 1113 curve 
instead of the gain-magnitude response curve. By referring 
back to the rate-of-closure stability criteria discussed previ
ously, you would see that both curves contribute to the rate
of-closure parameter even though the gain-magnitude curve 
is generally the focus of phase-compensation efforts. To 
satisfy the rate-of-closure criteria, all that is necessary is to 
control the difference between the slopes, regardless of the 
slopes of the individual curves. So, instead of reducing the 
gain-magnitude siope, increase the 1/13 slope (Figure 9): A 
simple capacitive bypass of feedback resistor R2 accomplishes 
this slope increase for a fmal 20dB/decade rate-of-closure. 
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FIGURE 9. For greater bandwidth in high-gain circuits, you 
can provide phase compensation for the 1113 
response to retain a smooth open-loop response 
for fast settling. 

An integrator configuration, on the other hand, with its 
special characteristics, inherently produces the -20dB/de
cade slope for 1113 and achieves optimum bandwidth and 
dynamic range~ 

Two factors distinguish this. feedback-factor compensation 
technique for higher gains. ~ater bandwidth is 'open for 
reclaiming, and'tbe associated 1/13 curves are well above the 
unity-gain axis.· From higher levels, the l/j3 roll-off is de
veloped well before its intercept with the gain-magnitude 
curve. Starting this roll-off a decade ahead of the fmal 
intercept produces a 45° phase adjustment for a like" amount 
of phase margin. The slopes of the two curves show that, in 
order to accomplish this phase. adjustment, Cr must break with 
R2 one-half decade below the· initial intercept frequency, fp. 
Then, the 2: 1 difference in slopes will place the new inter
cept one-half .decade above fp for the required full decade of 
the l/l3 roll-off. nR•m• Burr-Brown IC Applications HandbookEIE 
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CHOOSING C, FOR THE COMPOSITE AMPLIFIER 
Again, the design equations for the required value of Cr and 
the resulting bandwidth are obvious from the logarithmic 
nature of the frequency axis. Setting fp' at one-half decade 
below fp implies that 

Log fp' = (Log fp + Log fp/10)/2 

for which fp' ;; ft{w. From before, you'll remember that fp 
;; ~ describes the uncompensated curve's bandwidth. 
The compensated bandwidth is 

BW ;; fp' ;; ~ 

Here, fc is the unity-gain crossover frequency of the com
posite gain-magnitude response. As becomes obvious when 
you examine this expression, the improved bandwidth falls 
short of the total potei:yal by W. However, it is better than 
the Figure 8 result by (Aa/10), or a factor of 10, for a gain 
of 1000. Setting Cr to break ·with R2 at fp' defines the value 
of this capacitor as 

Cr;; ✓O0Aa)/21tRzfc 
For the op amps of the dual OPA2111 shown, the gain-of-
1000 bandwidth becomes 20kHz as compared with the 2kHz 
you'd real~ if you used just one of the op amps. 

COMPOSITE COMPENSATJON EFFECTS 
Settling time also improves when you ch~se the composite 
amplifier's llP curve for phase compensation. The improve
ment is a result of both the increased bandwidth and the 
retained constant gain-magnitude slope. For a single ampli
fier of the OPA2111 type, for a gain of 1000, the settling 
time would be 700µs to 0.01 %. Because the Figure 9 
amplifier has 10 'times the bandwidth of a single amplifier, 
the settling time drops by the same factor to 70µ.s. This 
improvement would not be possible without the smooth and 
continuous slope of the compensated-amplifier response. A 
response having an intennediate pole and· zero, such as 
Figure 8 does, has low-frequency response tcnns that are 
slow to settle following a transient. Known as an integrating 
frequency doublet, this pole/zero combination is notorious 
for its poor settling time<S>. By providing phase compensa
tion for the llP curve, you ensure that the smooth gain
magnitude curve is left undisturbed, therefore achieving the 
optimum settling time. 

At lower gains, the benefit of the llP compensation tech
nique diminishes as does its control of phase. Because lower 
gains have llP curves closer to the unity-gain axis, they have 
less room for lip roll-off. To produce an intercept with the 
gain-magnitude curve after a decade of llP roll-off requires 
a minimum closed-loop gain of 10. Op amp phase shifts 
impose further limits by growing from 90° to 135° as they 
approach the unity-gain crossover frequency. In the practical 
case, this phase-compensation method needs gains of 30 or 
more for good stability. . 

This type of phase compensation does have an unusual 
aspect Too great a compensating capacitance will have a 
surprising effecL Whereas inaeasing such capacitance nor
mally yields more damping and. a more stable response, 
BURR-me» 
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making Cr too large will cause instability. As Cr increases, 
the resulting intercept moves toward fc and encounters the 
added phase shift of the secondary-amplifier poles. Even 
greater values of Cr will drop the llP curve to its limit at the 
unity-gain axis. From there, it proceeds along the axis to the 
· magnitude-curve intercept that guarantees oscillation. Only 
a range of compensation-capacitor values provides stability 
with this second approach; the llP curves display this range 
for sensitivity-analysis purposes. Because of the capacitor's 
window of stable values, a random selection of Cr followed 
by a stability test is likely to miss the bandwidth opportunity 
of this technique. 

PHASE ONLY MATTERS AT THE INTERCEPT 
Another concept fundamental to op amp feedback in com-

. posite-amplifier circuits becomes apparent when you exam
ine phase shift and stability. Composite amplifiers such as 
the one in Figure 10 produce a -40dB/decade slope over 
wide ranges both before and after the llP intercept. Because 
this slope corresponds to a 1800 phase shift, frequent con
cern over stability conditions arises at points other than that 
of the critical intercept. Beyond the llP intercept, the loop 
gain is less than 1 and therefore it is easy to see that the 
circuit cannot sustain oscillation. Yet, prior to the intercept, 
the gain of the feedback loop is very high and would seem 
capable of causing the circuit to oscillate. 

In reality, the high loop gain is a protection against, rather 
· than a promoter of, oscillation. Sustained oscillation de
pends on the op amp's gain-error signal. In Figure 10, the 
gain error, eJA, appears between the op amp inputs and 
receives amplification from the closed-loop gain, Aa.. Here, 
Ao. is that of the noninverting configuration, the noise gain 
that reacts with any input-ref erred error signal. To sustain 
oscillation, the amplified error signal must independently 
deliver the output signal. This action requires that (-eJA)Aa. 
;; t;,. Note that Co appears on ·both sides of this equation; it 
should therefore be obvious that any solution must conform 
to very specific constraints. This equation expresses both 
polarity and magnitude constraints; the composite amplifier's 
1800 phase shift satisfies the sign change. 

For the magnitude. constraint, two possible solutions exist. 
The first is Co ;; 0, which is the stable state for the composite 
amplifier in the questioned region. There, the-· loop gain 
makes the signal eJ A too small to independently support an 
output signal. In the plots of Figure. IO, eJA starts at a very 
low level due to the high loop gain at low frequencies. As 
you move up in frequency, the gain-error signal rises while 
the amplifier-response slope signals its polarity inversion 
through the 1800 phase shift. .This inversion increases the 
output signal but cannot sustain it until the gain-error signal 
reaches a sufficient level. This critical level is a prerequisite 
for oscillation. 

This level applies to the second solution for the magnitude 
constraint. At this level, A/ Aa. has unity magnitude and 
maintains the balance for the previous feedback equation's 
magnitude requirement. Unity l~p gain occurs at the 1/p 
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LOGIAI 

FIGURE 10. A.phase shift of 1800 causes-oscillation only 
where ,the gain-error, eJA, is capable of in
dependently supporting the output signal. · · 

inrer"cept where the open-loop and noise-gain curves meet. 
Without phase-compensation hiter:vention, this intercept sat
isfies both the phase and magnitude requirements for' oscil
lation. Beyond this point, e0 and A fall' off together, leaving 
the eJ A sigria1. constant and unable to support oscillation 
with the reduced gain. At the point where the magnitude of 
the gain ·error and the feedback phase shift must both reach 
specific levels to support· oscillation, the intercept becomes 
critical. Before or after the intercept, the loop phase shift can 
be at any level and the gain-error magnitude will not be 

· sufficient to cause instability: · · 

Unfortunately, despite the composite amplifier's very spe
cific requireinen~ for oscillation, the greatly varied applica
tions of op amps make this critical condition all to easy _to 
encounter. 'To contend with' this problem, you can rely on the 
1/(3 curve to ·present a visual prediction of the problem ·aoo 
provide insight mto a solution. · . . 

ACTIVE FEEDBACK VARIES 1/B . 

Some appl(cations demand that you include a second active 
element in the feedback loop to produce a varying feedback 
factor. In these applications, both the magnitude and the 
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FIGURE 11. For this common analog.divider, a variable 
feedback magnitude !allows a railge of condi
tions that define bandwidth and stability. 

frequency characteristics of 1/P bece>hie variabl~. Fortu
nately~ the gain-and feedback-response curves offer a means 
of quickly evaluating-the range of conditiofi$ resulting from 
the cb~ging fee~ack. ' · · · · 

The most common way to provide magnitude variation in 
the feedback factor is ·to use a low-cost analog divider 
realization. Placing a nmltiplier in the. feedback loop of an 
op amp (Figure 11) makes feedback a function of a second 
signal and th~fore produces divider operation. With signal 
dependentfeedback,.the bandwid~ and stability conditions 
also become variables. 

Figure· 11-shows the divider·connection<6> and demonstrates 
the effect · of voltage-controlled feedback on lip. The 
amplifier's feedback inverts the function 'of the multiplier by 
placing the feedback signal under the control of the~ signal. 
Then, the multiplier's transfer function,of XY/10 delivers 
e0(ezf lO) to ~- This action scales the .feedback signal by 
comparing ~ to lOV reference level to obtain 

p = (ez/10) R1/CR1 + R:z) 

With the. feedback factor under' control of this_ signal, the 
j,p curve moves across the full rilnge of the gahi-magnitude 
response. As~ nears zero, the 1/P curv~ approaches infinity, 
leaving ·the op amp essentially in an _open-loop configw,a
tion. At the other extreme, a full-scale lOV value for ~ 
delivers a feedback signal to R2 that equals ec, almost as if the 
multiplier were not present Then, the net response is that of 
a simple inverting amplifier with· a feedback factor of 
R1/(R1 + Rz) and an inverting gain of ...;.Rz/R1•. · 
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INTERCEPT ,VARIES WITH 1/B 
Between the extremes, the' variation of ei moves the up 
curve from as low as the unity-gain axis to above the upper 
reaches of the amplifier's gain-magnitude curve. This varia
tion moves the critical intercept and requires attention to the 
rate-of-closure over the entire span of the gain-magnitude 
response. If no significant multiplier phase shift exists, the 
feedback will always resemble that of an inverting amplifier 
for a zero 1/P slope, and you .can ensure.stability by just 
using a unity-gain-stable op amp .. You can then read the 
range of bandwidth for the divider operation directly from 
the moving llP intercept. For a given ei range, the intercept 
moves linearly with the signal, defining the corresponding 
bandwidth range. ' 'r Ii 

The multiplier also introduces phase shift that alters the net 
phase shift around the feedback loop. Poles in the response 
of the multiplier circuit are zeros in the inverse up function, 
causing the curve to rise at high frequencies. This rise moves 
toward the critical intercept when the nmltiplier control 
voltage, Ci, increases. This rise has an impact on the rate-of
closure, and the' op amp must introduce a dominant pole to 
maintain stability. For the components shown, the OPAi 11 
dominates the circuit roll-off because of'its 2MHz unity-gain 
crossover frequency. This frequency.is well below the 10MHz 
bandwidth of the MPY634 multiplier, placing. the op amp in 
control. Other. options that use .a separate feedback path to 
restrict the op amp bandwidth are also available<3>~ . 

,,1 

VARIABLE 1/8 FREQUENCY. Ri?SPONSES 
Other ways of providing variable feedb~k are also avail
able. For example, you ~, have the signal control the 
frequency-rath~ than. the magnitude-c~ristics of the 
feedback. The result is a variable slope at the intercept, as is 
the case with the voltage-controlled lowpass filter in Figure 
12. The basic elements of the lowpass filter are the op amp, 
the resistors, and the capacitor. If you replace the multiplier 
with a short circuit, these elements form a fixed-frequency 
roll-off. Essentially, this shorted condition is established 
when Ci = lOV and when the gain through the multiplier is 
unity. Capacitor C1 then breaks with R., to define the filter 
roll-off just as if the resistor and capacitor were directly in 
parallel. 

For levels of ei below full scale, the multiplier serves as a 
voltage-controlled attenuator to effectively alter the filter 
time constant Attenuating the feedback voltage to R2 lowers 
the signal current to the summing node, which has the same 
effect as increasing the resistor's value. Increased effective 
resistance corresponds to a decrease in the resistor's break 
frequency with C1• This break defines the variable filter roll-
off when fp = ei/207tR2C1 
The maneuvering of the lip curve through this operation 
deserves closer inspection. The circuit exhibits a signal
dependent transition between the two different loops, which 
alternately control the feedback. At: low frequencies, C1 is 
effectively an open cir~it, and ,the controlling feedback path 
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AGURE 12. In this filter circuit, variations in the fre
quency characteristic of 1/(3 · make possible a 
changing' 1/P slope at the intercept. 

is through the op lIDlP and the multiplier. This composite 
structure has resistive feedback.tliat defines a signal gain <>f 
-R2'R1 and a noise gain of CR1 + R2,)/R1. The latter relation
ship equals 1/(3 at low frequencies and the curve of interest 
starts at this level with a zero slope. At the high-frequency 
end, the composite structure is overridden when C1 acts as 
a short circuit, which results in a unity feedback factor 
around the op amp. This short circuit absorbs all feedback 
current from R2 without any corresponding change in the 
amplifier output voltage. The feedback loop of the compos
ite structure is then disabled, switching feedback control to 
just the op amp. With C1 then providing a unity feedback 
factor to the op amp, the 1/(3 curve follows the unity-gain 
axis at high frequencies. 

Once the 1/(3 levels are fixed at the extremes, the multiplier 
detennines the nature of the transition between the two. In 
the transition region, feedback currents from R2 and C1 
compete for control of the summing node of the op amp 
input The contest for dominance is analogous to the fre
quency-dependent control of impedance with a parallel RC 
circuit In both cases, the 3dB point, where each element 
carries the same magnitude of current, defines the transition 
o.r control. The Figure 12· filter achieves equal element 
currents when the impedance of C1 and the effective im
pedance of R2 are equal. This equality defines the voltage-
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controlled roll-off frequency of the filter as previously 
expressed. At this frequency, 1/13 also rolls off and drops at 
-20dB/decade to the high-frequency limit of the unity-gain 
axis. 

RATE-OF-CLOSURE VARIES WITH 1/B 

The stability conditions of the Figure 12 circuit depend on 
the particular feedback loop or the combination of elements 
that are in control at the intercept point For the lower
frequency filter cutoff frequencies illustrated. the op amp's 
bypass capacitor takes control before the intercept and 
defmes the relevant feedback conditions. Because the 1/13 
curve follows the unity axis at the upper end, you can 
guarantee stability by ensuring that the op amp be unity-gain 
stable. For higher-frequency cutoff frequencies, the 1/13 
transition moves toward the gain-magnitude curve of the op 
amp. Circuit response cannot move beyond this limit, so the 
op amp roll-off becomes the upper boundary of filter opera
tion. 

When the cutoff frequency approaches this boundary, the 
intercept rate-of-closure varies, prompting stability analysis. 
First, the 1.ero of the 1/P curve approaches the intercept, 
where· it increases the slope of the curve. Because this action 
reduces the rate-of-closure, stability is improved and a more 
detailed analysis is unnecessary. A continued increase in the 
cutoff frequency moves the llP curve further to the right 
where its pole interacts at the intercept This break frequency 
returns the rate-of-closure to 20dB/clecade, thus retaining 
stability. Beyond this point. the intercept occurs at the flat 
lower end of the llP curve, and no further change in the rate
of-closure takes place. 

Utilizing these various feedback conditions and a unity
gain-stable op amp, you can design a composite circuit that 
fulfills its primary stability requirement over the entire 

operating range. In addition, however, you may sometimes 
require a multiplier having a bandwidth much greater than 
that of the op amp, as the two previous examples demon
strate. Without a wide-bandwidth multiplier, llP would 
begin to rise near the higher-frequency intercepts and in
crease the rate-of-closure. The OPAi 11 avoids this compli
cation when using the MPY634 multiplier by maintaining a 
dominant op amp pole. 

Other applications may involve feedback peaking and op 
amps that are not unity-gain stable-log amps and active 
filters, for example. For these and other variations requiring 
feedback analysis, the test remains the same. Look for the 
critical condition where the rate-of-closure is 40dB/decade. 
Where conditions approach this level, conduct further analy
sis and compare phase-compensation alternatives for opti
mization. 
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FEEDBACK CIRCUIT CLAMPS PRECISELY 
by Jerald Graeme, (602) 746-7412 

A limiter circuit consisting of an input buffer (A1), an 
output-scaling amplifier (AJ, two zener diodes (Z. and ZJ, 
and several other components can supply sharp, precise, 
bipolar clamp levels with continuous variable control, from 
O to ±11 V. See Figure 1. A feedback loop enclosing the 
amplifiers and·zeners generates the high clamping accuracy. 

Within the limit range of the clamp (±VJ, the zener diodes 
are off, and A,, feeds back its output to the inverting input of 
A1 through Rt. Al the same time A1 drives A,, through the 
voltage divider Ry. The feedback forces the inverting input 
of op amp A1 to equal Er at the noninverting input terminal. 

The circuit forces the inverting input of A,, also to follow e_. 
There's no signal voltage drop across Rt, because no current 
can flow from it into A,,'s inverting inpuL Consequently, the 
noninverting input of A,,, which defines the potentiometer 
output at feedback equilibrium, must also track e_. A resistor 
voltage divider can replace the control potentiometer Rv in 
fixed-level limiting applications. 

C 

z, 
1N4626 

Zz 

1k0 
I\ 

Amplifier A,, then delivers an output: 

F,, = (1 +.R/RJ Er 
when 

and 

VL = X [(l + ~/R.J] (Vz + Vp) 

where x is the setting fraction of Rv, and V z and VP are the 
zener and forward voltages, respectively. The overall circuit 
response, then, is simply that of a voltage amplifier when the 
output signal is within the limit boundaries. 

Amplifier A1 generates small deviations from an ideal re
sponse because A,,' s circuit gain (1 + ~/RJ amplifies any 
offset voltage and noise from A1• Similarly, this loop gain 
mitigates the clamping error by sharpening its clamping 
response. The zener drive increases during the transition to 
the clamping state. 

10k0 
R:, 

FIGURE 1. Amplifier A1 Buffers and Amplifier A,, Scales Input Signals Under Feedback Control. Zener diodes and a 
potentiometer or voltage divider in the feedback loop supply a continuously variable bipolar-clamping limit. 
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In . the clamping mode, when the · VQltage across Uie two 
zeners reaches W z + V p), the circuit g~ from acting as a 
voltage amplifier to acting as a voltage reference; the volt
age across Ry is fixed and the potentiomet~r output is ±x(V z 
+Vp). Further increase in the magnitude of the signal at F, 
can't change this potentiometer value until it drops below 
the limit point V L• 

Thus, clamping is no longer limited to the fixed levels of 
available zener voltages. Even clamping levels as low as 
5mV become practical when offset-trimmable OPAlll op 
amps replace the OPA211 l. However, available zener volt
ages and the closed-loop gain of Az set the. maximum 
clamping level. · · · · ",: 

Use of 10 -V zeners and a gain of one for A,, can cover the 
voltage range of most analog-signal processing. Unfortu
nately, the voltage temperature coefficients of 10 -V zeners 
would produce thermal drift in the clamping level. With 5.6 
-V zeners, however, the temperature coefficients of the 
zener and forward voltages tend to cancel. For such zener 

diodes V z + VP = 6.2V, and the net drift is near zero. Then, 
with Az set to a gain of 1.77, the maximum limit voltage.V~ 
is llV. 

The S% toleran~ ~f the zener voltages determine the basic 
accuracy of the clamp levels. The gain-setting resistors R, 
and R, impose additional tolerance error. However, adjust
lqg tlie gain with ~ese resistors c~ compensate for any 
zener-voltage error and resistor tolerances. With matched 
'zeners, the adjustment can readily reduce the clamp-level 
errors to less than 1 %. Without matching, the 5% error of 
simple zener clamping prevails, but the circuit still clamps 
sharply. 

For frequency stability, resistor R.& and capacitqr C supply a 
frequency roll-off in A,. At high frequencies, the capacitor 
shorts the output of A, to its inverting inpuL Then A, and A,, 
operate with independent feedback loops, and the overall 
circuit requires stability _in the individual amplifiers. 
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OP AMP PERFORMANCE ANALYSIS 
By Jerald Graeme (602) 746-7412 

Given the numerous specifications describing op amp per
fonnance, the above title suggests an ambitious goal for one 
bulletin. Yet, this bulletin reflects the analysis power gained 
through knowledge of an op amp circuit's feedback factor. 
Feedback dictates the perf oimance of an op amp both in 
function and in quality. The major specifications of the 
amplifier describe an open-loop device awaiting feedback 
direction of the end circuit's function. Just how well the 
amplifier performs the function reflects thro~gh the feed
back interaction with the open-loop error specifications. 
Fortunately, most open-loop· errors simply reflect to the· 
circuit output amplified by the reciprocal of• the circuit's 
feedback factor.' 

Amplifier bandwidth limits this simple relationship but the 
feedback factor defines this limit as well. Above· a certain 
frequency, the amplifier' lacks sufficient gain to continue 
amplification of signal and errors alike. Graphical analysis 
defines this frequency liinitthrough plots representing avail~ 
able amplifier gain and the feedback demand for that gain. 
This same analysis indicates frequency stability characteris:. 
tics for op amp circuits. Just the slopes of the plots indicate 
the phase shift. in the feedback loop. Thus, the feedback 
factor of an op amp circuit is a powerful performance 
indicator. · 

The determination of a circuit's feedback factor depends 
upon feedback modelling. The basic feedback mxlel of an 
op amp applies directly to the noninverting circuit configu
ration. Using this configuration, this treatment demonstrates· 
the performance, feedback and stability concepts common to 
all op amp configurations. A simple guideline extends feed
back factor determination to D19St other _op amp circuits. Just 
knowing a circuit's feedback factor extends the concepts and 
conclusions of this bulletin to these oth~r op amp configura
tions. 

FEEDBACK FACTOR DEFINES PERFORMANCE 
. . ' 

More than any other parameter, the feedback factor of an op 
amp application defines the circuit performance.1 Feedback 
factor.sets the gain received by the input-referredel1'9rs of 
the amplifier. These open-loop errors include offset vol~ge, 
noise and the error signals generated by limitations in open
loop gain, common~mode rejection and power-supply rejec
tion. In addition;· a circuit's feedback fac~or determines 
b31;1dwidth and frequency stability. 

For the noninverting op amp configuratiQD, a convenient 
relationship between closed•loop gain and feedback factor 
simplifies performance analysis. There, the gain of the 
application circuit itself sets the, amplification of input-

raffl~ AB~S 

referred errors and determines the circuit bandwidth. Shown 
in Figure I as a voltage amplifier, this noninverting circuit 
produces the familiar, ideal closed-loop gain of Aru = (R. + 
RJIR,. This-gain amplifies both. the input signal c; and the 
differential input error '14 of the op amp. Simply multiplying 
~ by Aai defines the resulting output error. Later examina
tion adds frequency dependence to this simple relationship. 

FIGURE 1. Noninverting op amp connections amplify input 
signal Ci and error signal '14 by a gain of Aai = 
11p. 

The fundamental mechanism relating input and output errors 
lies in the feedback factor. Feedback factor is the fraction of 
the amplifier output sigqal fed back to the amplifier inpuL In 
the figure, a feedback voltage divider defines this fraction 
through the output to input transfer response 

. eoR1 
f3eo = R -t- R 

l 2 

This defines p as simply the. voltage divider ratio, Ri/(R1 + 
RJ. Comparison of this result with Aru shows that Aru = 
llP for the noninverting case. 

Other op amp circuit configurations produce different Aru 
but P remains the same. As a general guide.line, the feedback 
factor of an ,op amp circuit equals the voltage divider ratio 
of the feedback network. This fact extends the results devel
oped below with the noninverting circuit to almost all other 
op amp circuits. Just ~termining this voltage divider ratio 
for a circuit defines the P term conunon to a broad range of 
performance results. In rare. cases, complex feedback defies 
this simple guideline, requiring detailed feedback model-
ling.1 . . 
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General error analysis depends c;>n p rather than Aru. as 
emphasi7.Cd with the model of Figure 2. This model repre
sents the n<?ninverting op amp connection by an amplifier 
with input error signal eld and with. feedback transmission 
factor l3. This feedback factor determines the signal pe0 fed 
back to the amplifier input from the output signal eO' Writing 
a loop equation for the model shows that 

eo = (1/P) (ei - eid) 

In this result; a gain of up amplifies both e. and c;. Thus, the 
Figure 1 circuit and Figure 2 model agree for purposes of 
input-to-output transmission of amplifier signals. 

00 ,. (1/P) (Eti - oJ 

FIGURE 2. The input error amplified by 1113, e1c1, includes the 
effects of the major performance characteristics 
of an op amp. 

INPUT-REFERRED ERRORS 
SUMMARIZE PERFORMANCE 
The simple 1/P relationship between input and output errors 
predicts the output errors resulting from almost all amplifier 
performance characteristics. Each of these characteristics 
produces an input-referred error source for the op amp as 
combined in 

eid = Vos+ 1B~ Rs+ 1B- Rs-+ ea+ e/A 

+ eicm /CMRR + r,v s/PSRR 

Error tenns included here cover the effects of the op amp 
input off set voltage, input bias currents, input noise voltage, 
open-loop gain, common-mode rejection and power-supply 
rejection. Here, the second and third terms of the Cid equation 
include the sowce resistances presented to the two amplifier 
inputs. The last three error terms include circuit signals 
which are the output voltage, the common-mode voltage and 
the power supply wltage change. 

The input-referred representations of the individual error 
tenns generally follow from the definitions of the associated 
perf onnance characteristics. Definitions directly classify V 05 , 

Ia., 10_ and Ca as input error sources. Open-loop gain is 
simply a ratio.of output voltage to differential input voltage. 
Dividing the output voltage by the gain defines the associ
ated input signal as eJA. The·amplifier's fmite open-loop 
gain requires this input error signal to support the output 
signal. Similarly, power-supply rejection ratio equals the 
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ratio of a power supply change to the resulting change in 
differential input voltage. Thus, PSRR = 6V J~ and the 
associated input-referred error is &;d = '6V JPSRR. · 

For CMRR, the relationship between defmition and input 
error requires closer examination. Common-mode rejection 
ratio is defmed as the ratio of the differential gain to the 
common-mode gain, Aof Aa,.. For an op amp, the differential 
gain is simply the open-loop gain A. Then, CMRR = A/Aa,. 
and rewriting this shows the common-mode gain to be Ao.. 
= A/CMRR. However, by definition Ao.. = e,_/eiar. where 
eocm is the output signal resulting from «;_. Combining the 
two Ao.. equations results in eocm = Aeias{CMRR. To support 
this component of output voltage, the op_ amp develops 
another gain error signal in Cics· As before, the resulting Cid 
component equals the associated output voltage divided by 
the open-loop gain. Dividing the preceding eocm expression 
by open-loop gain A defines the input-referred CMRR error 
as e1ca/CMRR. 

Closer examination also clarifies the source resistances, Rs., 
and Rs., of the ~ equation. In the simplest case, a source 
resistance is just the output resistance of a signal source that 
drives a circuit input. For op amp circuits, scaling and 
feedback resistances alter the net resistances presented to the 
amplifier's inputs. The difference amplifier connection well 
illustrates this as shown in Figure 3. There, scaling resistors 
R, and R4 alter the resistance presente4 to the amplifier's 
noninverting input and feedback r~istors R1 and Ri alter that 
presented to the inverting input 

., 

-=-

Rs. a 1\11 (Rsz+R,) 

Rs-., R2 II (R91 + R1) 

FIGURE 3. Scaling and feedback resistors alter the source 
resistances presented to the input bias currents 
· of an op amp. 

Signal sources Ci ·and e.z drive the difference amplifier's 
inputs through conventional source resistances Rs, and Rsi, 
However, the scaling and feedback resistances alter the net 
resistances presented to the op amp's input currents Ia. and 
lo-, Current 10• divides between two paths to ground through 
~ and the R, + Rsi combination. Here, the R, + Rsi path 
returns to ground through the low resistance of the e.z source. 
Thus, for the eld equation, Rs.,= ~II (R, + Rsi). Analogously, 
lo-divides between the path through Ri and that through R1 

+ Rs,, In this case, Ri departs from the analogy by returning 
BURR•m• 
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to the op amp output instead of to ground However. the low 
output impedance of the op amp produces an equivalent 
result for this resistance evaluation. Thus. ~ ;;: ~ II (R1 + 

Rst>-
Together. the error tenm of the Figure 2 model provide a 
fairly complete representation of op amp performance lim
its. However. the e14 expression does not specifically list 
errors due to distortion. bandwidth and slew rate limiting. 
Actually.~ includes the amplifier•s distortion error in the 
gain and CMRR error signals.2 A circuit's bandwidth limit 
restricts the effects of the ~ error sources at higher frequen
cies. Slew rate limiting simply imposes a secondary band
width limit for large signal operation. Feedback factor analysis 
treats the bandwidth limiting of error effects later. 

Up to the circuit's bandwidth limit. each input-referred error 
term of the Figure 2 model reflects to the amplifier output 
through a gain equal to 1/fi. Multiplication of the error terms 
by 1~ produces some familiar results. Output error due to 
the finite open-loop gain becomes eJ AP. This shows that 
error due to open-loop gain reduces the output e0 by a 
fraction of that outpuL This fraction equals the reciprocal of 
the loop gain Ap. The decline of A with frequency makes 
this error rise and this shapes the closed-loop frequency 
response of the circuit. Similar multiplication of the input 
noise error defines the output noise as ejp. leading to the 
term "noise gain .. for lip. This description of 1/P only holds 
under the bandwidth limits to be described. For both the loop 
gain and noise errors. greater visibility results through the 
frequency response analysis described below. Similarly. the 
frequency dependencies of CMRR and PSRR reflect to the 
circuit output with circuit-specific bandwidths. 

FEEDBACK MODELLING DEFINES 
CLOSED-LOOP RESPONSE 
The above discussion presents the 1/P relationship between 
input-referred op amp error sources and the resulting output 
errors. However. the frequency dependance of amplifier 
gain modifies this simple. initial relationship. Amplifier 
response roll off defines a bandwidth limit for both signal 
and error sources. This redu.ces the output error effect of all 
error sources except for the DC errors V 0 ;. 18• Rs. and I~ 
~. Amplifier gain. noise, CMRR and PSRR produce AC 
errors and their output effects depend on the .circuit• s fre
quency response. More complete feedback modelling de
fmes "this frequency response through the noninverting am
plifier example. However. the frequency response results 
developed here extend to any op amp configuration through 
a standardized response denominator. 

Figure 4 shows the generalized noninverting connection 
with the feedback network as the generalized Z and ~ 
rather than the resistors shown before. Redrawing the ampli
fier configuration as shown highlights the voltage divider 
action of the feedback network. The network•s divider 
action again displays the fraction of the amplifier output fed 
back to the amplifier inpuL In. preparation for the next 
modelling step, the figure reduces the amplifier input error 
signal. ~. to just the open-loop gain error eJ A Feedback 
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modelling focuses on gain and related frequency character
istics. Still. this one error signal suffices to define frequency 
response for use with the previous multi-error analysis. 

8 0 A 
Aci.=-=---.. °' 1 ... ~ 

Z.-t?i 
z, 

P=-z,..,~ 

FIGURE 4. Redrawing the op amp circuit and reducing~ to 
the gain error signal, eJ A, prepares the circuit 
for feedback modelling. 

Loop analysis defines the noninverting circuit's transfer 
response as 

A =~;;: ___ A __ 
CL ei AZ• 

l+---
Z1 + z2 

Gain A in this expression contains the frequency depen
dence that shapes the circuit's frequency response. Note that 
the denominator of this response contains the feedback 
factor Zi/('Zi + Z;i. This makes the denominator 1 + AP and 
this relates the circuit to the model presented nexL 

To more completely model the noninverting circuit, Figure 
S replaces the op amp of Figure 4 with· a gain block and a 
summation element. Also. a feedback block replaces the 
feedback network from before. The gain block represents 
the amplifier open-loop gain and the summation models the 
differential action of the op amp inputs. Op amp open-loop 
gain amplifies the differential signal between the two ampli
fier inputs. Opposite polarities at the model's · summation 
inputs reproduce the differential action in the summation. 
Here, the polarity assignments match the polarities of the 
corresponding op amp inputs. With these assignments. the 
summation extracts the differential signal through subtrac
tion. The model then supplies the differential signal to the 
gain block and this block drives the feedback block IJ. For op 
amps. this classic feedback model. initially developed by 
Black3, only represents the noninverting case. Modifications 
to the model adapt it to other configurations.1 However, the 
noninverting case here suffices to defme performance con
ditions common to all op amp configurations. 

80 A 1p 

AcL = -;;- = 1 -t ~ = 1 -t 1/~ 

Aa.i= 1/P, for A-• 

1----000 

FIGURES. Black•s classic feedback model reproduces the 
Aa, transfer response of the noninverting · op 
amp configuration. 
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Comparison of circuit and model responses demonstrates 
the model • validity.· The · model amplifies the difference 
between the summation inputs by gain A to produce the· 
output signal. This results in e0 = A(t; - IJeJ and solving for 
e/e, defines the modelled transfer response as · · 

A =~=_A __ 
CL ei 1 + AP 

Comparison of terms in the Aa, equations for the model, 
above, and the circuit, before, shows the feedback factor to 
be P = Z.t(Z., + ZJ, validating the model. 

LOOP GAIN SUSTAINS RESPONSE . 
Further· analysis of the Aa. result defines the op amp fre
quency response and stability conditions." This added per
formance information depends upon the denominator of the 
Aa. response and not upon the noninverting case considered 
here. Conclusions based upon this denominator extend to all 
other op amp configurations. Rewriting the Aa, equation for 
the ooninverting case yields 

A = 1/P 
CL 1 + 1/AP 

Then, the response numerator expresses the ideal closed
loop gain, Aw = 1113, and the denominator expresses the 
frequ~cy ~pendance in through A ~d p. · . 
Other op amp coqfigurati~~ produce different numerators, 
but always with the same 1 + 1/ AP denominator. This 
common denominator unifies bandwidth and stability char
acteristics for· all op ~ configurations. All op amp con
fi~tions produce a closed-loop response of · ' 

A = Acu 
a. 1 + 1/AP' 

Writing a given. configuration's response in this form~
diately identifies the ideal response, Ao.,_, as the numerator. 
It also directly .links the configuration to the denominator
based bandwidth results and stability criteria th~ follow~. 

The frequency dependencies of A and p combine to set a 
configuration's frequency response. At low frequencies, the 
high level of open-loop gain A reduces the denominator 
above to 1 + 1/AP = 1. Then, the·circuit response simplifies 
to the ideal gain of Ao.,_. At higher frequencies, the op amp 
open-loop gain drops, causing this denominator to increase. 
Then, Aa. declines from it's ideal value Ao.,.. Similarly, a 
high-frequency.· drop in p would add to the Aa, decline. 
Initially, a constant P simplifies the analysis. Constant p 
results with the resistive· feedback networks common to the 
majority of applications. 

The open-loop gain decline with frequency produces the 
circuit's bandwidth limit as illustrated in Figure 6. There, the 
resistive feedback case illustrates the most COllllllQn condi
tion. Reactive.rather than resistive feedback slightly Ql()di-: 
fies the bandwidth co~clusi9ns developed here and a later 
example describes this effect, However, reactive feedback 
does not alter the frequency stability conditions developed 
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through this. resistive feedback example. The plot of· the 
figure displays the frequency responses of all three variables 
in the Aa, equation. Shown are the closed-loop gain, Aa,, the 
open-loop gain, AoL, and 1/P as a function of frequency. The 
graphi~ interaction of these variables provides visual in
sight ~to bandwidth and frequency stability limits. The 
heavier, curve represents the resulting closed-loop response 
Aa,. . . 

00 1/Ji 
Act, .. -;;- "' . 1 • 1/Ajl 

-=-
R, 

p .. R,-tRz 

20LoglAI 

Logf 

0 

FIGURE 6. Graphical analysis with a circuit's A and 1113 
· curves <lefines the circuit's closed-loop band-

width. ' I 

The loop gain of the circuit, AP in the above denominator 
represents the amplifier gain resource available to mainta~ 
tlie ideal closed-loop response. In Figure 6, the shaded area 
of the graph highlights this gain. At any given frequency; the 
corresponding loop gain equals the vertical distance between 
the A and 1/P, curves. The logarithmic scale of the graph 
makes this ~tance log(A)-log(l/P) = log(Al3). Loop gain 
AP represents ~e amplifier's reserve capacity to supply the 
feedback demand for gain. Where loop gain drops below 
unity, the closed-loop curve drops,from the ideal Ao.,.. • 

The A and 1/P· curves graphically display this loop gain 
limiL Here, the 1/P curve represents .the feedback demand. 
Loop gain meets this demand · as long as the 1/P curve 
remains below the open-loop gain curve. However, at higher 
frequencies~ the open-loop gain curve falls below the 1/!3 
level. There, -feedback demand exceeds the available ampli
fier gain•and ·Aa_·rolls off. following the amplifier open-loop 
response. This response roll off follows•'a -20 dB/decade 
slope for the singte.;.pofe response characteristic of typical op 
amps. 8 
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1,P INTERCEPT MARKS BANDWIDTH LIMIT 
The bandwidth limit of most op amp circuits occurs at the 
llP intercept with the open-loop gain curve. Some circuits 
reduce bandwidth further, through reactive feedback ele-: 
ments, but all op amp circuits encounter a bandwidth limit 
at the 1/P intercept Figure 6 illustrates· this intercept and the 
coincident roll off of the Aa. response. By definition, the 
3dB bandwidth limit occurs where Aa. drops from its DC 
value to O. 707 times that value. Analysis· shows that this 
condition results at the intersection of the A and llP curves. 
These curves are actually magnitude responses and, at their 
intersection, their magnitudes are the same or IAI = 11/PI.' 
Rearranging this result shows that the intercept occurs where 
the loop gain is IAPI = 1 at the frequency r.. A phase shift of 
-90° accompanies this unity gain magnitude because of the 
single-pole roll off of gain A. Then~ AP -::;: -j 1, at the 
intercept, and the denominator of the Aa, equation becomes 
1 + I/AP = 1 + jl. . , 

The ✓2 magnitude of this denominator drops circuit gain 
from Aru to 0.707Aru. ·Thus, for _frequen.cy ·independen~ 
feedback factors, the 3 dB bandwidth occurs at the intercept 
frequency·£.. With frequency depcmdent feedback factors, 
the closed-loop response still rolls of( f<_>llowing . the inter
cept but this point may not be the 3dB bandwidth limit. 
Then, peaking or additional roll off in the closed-loop 
response curve moves the. ac¥ 3ciB point away from ~-

1-'or the more common op amp-applications, constant feed
back factors permit a simple. equation for the 3dB band
width. Single-pole responses cbai;acterize th~ open-loop rc,11 
offs of most op ~s and virtually all 1/P intercepts occur in 
this single-pole range. There, the single-pole makes the gain 
magnitude simply IAI = fc!f where fc is the unity-gain 
crossover frequency of the amplifier. Then, at ~e intercept, 
f = £. and A = 1/p = .fc/f.. Solving for ~ defines the 3dB 
bandwidth for most op amp applications as · 

BW= fi = _Pfc 

This result bolds for all op amp applications having fre
quency independent P and single-pole op amp roll off. '· 

Technically, the above bandwidth limit portrays only the 
small-signal performance of an op amp. In large-signal 
applications, slew rate limiting often sets a lesser bandwidth 
limit, especially in lower gain ~pplications. There, the slew. 
rate limit, Sr• imposes a power bandwidth limit of BWp::: 
S/2nEop where E.,p is the peak value of the output voltage 
swing. This limit represents the only major performance 
characteristic of an op amp not directly related to the 
feedback factor p. 
However, an indirect relationship still. links large-signal 
bandwidth and p. The value · of p helps determine which 
bandwidth limit, BW or BWp above, applies in a· given 
application. Both bandwidth limits set performance bound"'. 
aries and the lower of the two. prevails in large-signal 
applications. Higher values of p imply lower closed-loop 
gains and increase the frequency boundary set by BW = Pfc. 

nA•BROWN• EIEII Burr-Brown IC Applications Handbook 

There, BWp = S/2nEop generally produces the lower of the 
two boundaries, controlling the circuit bandwidth. Con
versely, lower values of P reduce the BW = Pfc boundary, 
making this the dominant limit. For a given application, 
compare the two limits to determine which applies. 

BANDWIDTH ALSO 
RESTRICTS ERROR SIGNALS 
The frequency de~~dence de~med by the. 1/p intercept also 
applies to the AC error sources of the previous Figure 2 
analysis. That analysis showed that the input-referred errors 
of op amps transfer to the amplifier output through a gain· of 
lip. However, lip does not include ·the high frequency 
limitations of the amplifier. Thus, the earlier analysis re
mains valid only for frequencies up to the llP intercept atf 1• 

Above this frequency, the.amplifier lacks sufficient gain to 
amplify input error sources by a gain of lip. The bandwidth 
limit BW = Pfc marks a· response roll off that reduces 
amplification of signal and error alike. Beyond· this BW 
limit, the gain available to error signals rolls off with the 
amplifier open-loop response; Here, the limited error signal 
magnitudes always invoke the small-signal, rather than slew
rate, bandwidth limit. 

This error signal roll off produces the previously mentioned 
difference between 1/f3 and ,;noise gain". Beyond the inter
cept, the gain supplied 'to noise follows the amplifier re
sponse roll off even though the, 1/P curve continues uninter..: 
rupted · For Aa,, the response roll off results 'from the 
denominator of this gain' s equation. For error signal gain, 
adding this denominator to · the original l/f3 gain inserts the 
frequency dependance. This makes the· closed-loop error 
gain . 1/f3 ' 

ACI.J: = 1 + 1/AP 

Here, the added frequency dependance reduces the higher
frequency output errors calculated for the noise, CMRR and 
PSRR error sources. 

For the· noninverting case considered here, Aa.o = Aa. but, 
fo~ other cases, 'Ao, varies. Error gain· Aa.o, however, re
mains the same. This gain always 'equals up up to this 
curve's intercept with the amplifier open-loop response. 
Then, Aa.e rolls off with that response. Note that Aa.o above 
depends only upon the variables p and A. Any feedback 
model wiili P and A blocks configured like Figure 5 yields 
the same expression f~r ~-

1/P INTERCEPT ALSO DEFINES STABl~ITY 
The AC performance indications of the feedback factor also 
predict op amp frequency stability. The response· plots that 
define bandwidth also communicate the phase shift of the 
feedback loop. Excess phase shift promotes response· ringing 
or oscillation and the plot' slopes indicate this phase shift 
directly. Mathematical analysis defmes the stability indica
tors applied to the plots and iin intuitive evaluation verifies 
these ~dica~rs. · ·' ·: · · · 
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Response plots like that of Figure 6 permit frequency stability 
evaluation directly from the curve slopes. Specifically, the 
slopes of the A and 1/P curves at the intercept indicate phase 
shift .for a critical feedback condition. As mentioned, the 
intercept corresponds to a loop gain magnitude of IAPI = 1. If 
the loop phase shift reaches 180°, the loop gain at the intercept 
becomes AP = -1. Then, the denominator of Aa,, equation 
reduces to 1 + 1/AP=0making.Aa_infinite. With infinite gain, 
a circuit supports an output signal in the absence of an input 
signal. In other words, the circuit oscillates and it does so at the 
intercept frequency fi. 
The relative slopes of the gain magnitude and UP curves 
reflect the phase shift of the feedback loop. The relationship 
between response slope and phase shift follows from the 
basic effects of response poles and uros. A pole creates a 
-20dB/decade response slope and -900 of phase shift and a 
zero produces the same effects with opposite polarities. 
Additional poles and zeroes simply add response slope and 
phase shift in increments of the same magnitudes. The slope 
and phase correlation accurately predicts the loop phase shift 
when the critical intercept remains well . separated from 
response break frequencies. Within a frequency decade of 
the intercept, any break frequency of the amplifier or feed
back network requires the more detailed analysis described 
later. However, even in these cases, the response slopes 
provide insight into probable stability behavior. 

Relying on the slope and phase correlation, the rate-of
closure guideline quickly approximates the phase shift of 
Ap. Rate-of-closure is simply the difference between the 
slopes of the A and up.curves at the intercept Both siopes 
communicate phase shift and the slope difference indicates 
the net phase shift of the loop. Figure 7 illustrates the slope 
and phase correspondence for two common feedback cases. 
There, two 1/P curves having different slopes intercept the 
gain magnitude curve IAI. The up 1 curve has the zero slope 
of resistive feedback networks and the rate-of-closure de
pends only upon the gain magnitude curve. This curve has 
the -20dB/decade slope common to most op amps. To
gether, the two curves develop a 20dB/decade slope differ
ence, or rate-of-closure, for 90° of AP phase shifL 

In the feedback loop, the phase inversion of the op amp adds 
another 180° for a net phase shift of 270°. This leaves a 
phase margin of '1> = 90° from the 360° needed to suppon 
oscillation. For oJ11 amp stability analysis, the 180° phase 
shift from the amplifier phase inversion is automatic. Thus, 
op amp phase analysis simplifies, replacing the normal 360° 
stability criteria with a criteria of 180° of feedback phase 
shift. This convention applies in the examples that follow. 

The second 1/P curve of Figure 7 illustrates the feedback 
condition of the basic differentiator circuiL This circuit 
produces a feedback demand curve represented in the figure 
by 11p1• That curve slopes upward at +20dB/decade and 
intercepts the IAI curve where the slope difference is 40dB/ 
decade. Then, the rate-of-closure guideline indicates a feed
back phase shift of 1800, leaving uro phase margin. This 
explains the inherent oscillation of the basic differentiator 
circuit 
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FIGURE 7. Plotted together, the 1/P and open-loop gain 
curves display a circuit's frequency stability 
conditions through the curves' rate-of-closure. 

APPROXIMATION SIMPLIFIES PHASE ANALYSIS 
As mentioned, the rate-of-closure criteria accurately predicts 
the AP phase shift when no response break frequencies 
occur within a decade of the intercepL Other· cases require 
more detailed phase analysis but this too simplifies with the 
Bode phase approximation.5 This approximation produces a 
maximum error of 5.7°. Shown in Figure 8, this approxima
tion predicts the phase effect of a response singularity 
through a straight line approximation. The actual phase shift 
introduced by the illustrated pole at f P progresses through the 
arctangent curve shown. The actual phase shift at any 
frequency can be calculated from '1> = Arctan(f/fp). 

However, the Bode approximation provides quicker, visual 
feedback when examining response plots. This approxima
tion simplifies the phase shift curve to a straight line having 
a slope of-45°/decade. This line centers on the frequency fP, 
where the phase shift is 45°. From there, the approximation 
line predicts 00 at O.lfP and the full 90° at llli"p. Just these 
three reference points provide a quick visual indication of 
the effect.a given response break produces at a frequency of 

0p 

0.1fp fp 10fp 

5. 7" Maximum Error 

FIGURE 8. The Bode phase approximation refmes phase 
, analysis for cases where the rate-of-closure 

criteria looses accuracy. BURR-m~ 
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interest Outside the band of 0.1~ to 10~. a response break 
produces little influence. Near t;,. the response break intro
duces around 45° of phase shift 

In between these reference points, visual extrapolation ap
proximates the phase shift For example, consider a point 
midway between the f P and 10~ marks of the Log f scale. 
Note that this midpoint is a linear measure on the log scale. 
This requires no logarithmic conversion and visual percep
tion of distance applies directly. At this midpoint, the phase 
approximation indicates a phase shift of approximately 45° 
+ 0.5(45°) = 67.5°. Similarly, at a point two-tenths of the 
way between 0.lt;, and~ the approximation indicates 0.2 
(45°) = 9°. These analyses require no knowledge of the 
actual frequencies represented by the example points. In 
contrast, exact analysis with the arctangent relationship first 
requires conversion of the linear distance observed into the 
equivalent frequency of the log f scale. Then, the arctangent 
relationship must be calculated. 

Figure 9 illustrates the application of the Bode phase ap
proximation to the stability indication of the 1/P intercept. In 
the figure, the intercept occurs where the open-loop gain 
response has a slope of -20dB/decade. The rate-of-closure 
guideline suggests 90° of loop phase shift. However, a 
second amplifier pole at t;, develops a-40dB/decade slope in 
the open-loop gain response. As shown, the pole at f P occurs 
less than a decade from the intercept This limited separation 
compromises the simple rate-of-closure indication. 

20LoglAI 

/IAI 

-20dBIDecado 

/ 

/1 
0:a90° +0.5(45,: 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

o.1rp n tp Loaf 

FIGURE 9. Application of the Bode approximation defines 
the phase effects of response breaks that occur 
less than a decade from the intercept at f1• 

Then, the Bode phase approximation estimates the phase 
effect off Pat the intercept~-As shown, f1 occurs below fPso 
the effect is less than 45°. Refinement of this initial estimate 
follows from the linear distance separating ~ and ~ on the 
plot This linear distance represents a fraction of a frequency 
decade. The fraction equals this distance divided by the 
linear distance between ~ and 0.u;,. Visual reading of the 
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example shown places r. about midway between f P and 0.u;,. 
This communicates a phase effect from t;, of0.5(45°) = 22.5° 
at the intercept frequency £.. Adding this to the 90° produced 
by the -20db/decade gain slope results in a net loop phase 
shift of 112.5°. This leaves 67.5° of phase margin from the 
1800 of feedback phase shift required for oscillation. 

INTUmVE ANALYSIS EXPLAINS OSCILLATION 
With op amps, conventional insight into the cause of ampli
fier oscillation can be misleading. In the general amplifier 
case, high gain· combined with high phase shift promotes 
oscillation. In the op amp case, these conditions often exist 
together without producing instability. The distinction lies in 
the simultaneous gain and phase conditions required for op 
amp oscillation. At lower frequencies, high loop gain pre
vents oscillation by attenuating the amplifier's input error 
signal. At higher frequencies, lack of loop gain restricts the 
output signal to similarly prevent oscillation. In between. the 
loop gain reaches a point where the high and low frequency 
limitations cross, satisfying the gain condition for oscilla
tion. Still, the feedback phase shift at this crossover must 
reach 1800 to produce oscillation. 

To illustrate this gain and phase combination. Figure 10 
demonstrates the basic requirements for op amp oscillation. 
This figure grounds the normal signal inputof the circuit to 
remove the effect of any applied signal upon the output 
voltage. With the grounded input, only the gain error signal, 
-ej A, excites the input circuit. This signal must indepen
dently produce the output signal in order to sustain an 
oscillation. The circuit amplifies the gain error signal by the 
closed-loop gain Aa., producing e0 = Aa,(-ej A). In turn, this 
output signal reflects back through the amplifier, producing 
the attenuated input signal -ej A. If this circuit gain and 
attenuation cycle supports an output signal, it is self-sustain
ing oscillation. ,-

-.:-

FIGURE 10. To sustain oscillation. error signal eJ A and gain 
Aa. must support the output voltage in the 
absence of an applied input signal. 

At lower frequencies, Aa. = 1/P, making the oscillation 
condition e0 = -ej Ap. To sustain oscillation, the circuit must 
satisfy this equality and only two solutions do, e0 = 0 and 
AP = -1. The e0 = 0 solution indicates an oscillation of rero 
amplitude, representing the stable state. The AP= -1 solu
tion represents the actual oscillation state, as noted in the 
previous mathematical analysis. This second solution places 
very specific magnitude and phase requirements upon tbt: 
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loop gain Ap. The condition AP = -1 requires that IAPI = 1 
in combination with 180° of phase shift for the minus sign. 

Consider the magnitude requirement first. If IAPl1 is t'oo 
large, the circuit conditions would require le0I > le/ API. This 
condition can not be self sustaining. Here, the attenuated 
input error signal e/A, when amplified by a gain of 1/P, 
remains too small to support the required eo-Only when the 
attenuating gain, A, equals the amplifying gain, up, does the 
circuit meet the magnitude condition for oscillation., Ex
pressing this in an equation, ·1A1 = I UPI, repeats the previous 
mathematically derived condition for oscillation. Only at the 
intercept of the A and up curves do their magniwdes 
become equal. Only then does the circuit fill the magnitude 
condition for oscillation. · 

At this intercept, oscillation also requires 180° of feedback 
phase shift. If AP lacks 1800 of phase shift, then the minus 
sign of the AP= -1 condition remains unsatisfied, prevent
ing oscillation. Further, oscillation only results when this 
phase condition coincides with the magnitude condition 
above. An AP phase shift of 1800 at frequencies other than 
the intercept frequency does not produce oscillation. At 
those other frequencies, the circuit fails to meet the magni
tude condition for oscillation. 

Composite amplifiers pennit a graphical illustration of this 
combined oscillation requiremenL These amplifiers inher
ently produce the 1800 phase shift required for the minus 
sign. They consist of two op amps connected• in series and 
each amplifier contributes a -20dB/decade slope to the 
composite open-loop gain. This produces a -40dB/decade 
gain slope as illustrated by Figure 11. This slope indicates 
1800 of phase shift over most of the amplifier's useful 
frequency range. Thus, composite amplifiers meet the phase 
condition for oscillation over a broad range. 

20LogA 
IAI 

/ -40d81Decado 
(0A= 180°) 

/ 

1/~ 

/ 

FIGURE 11. A composite amplifier response illustrates the. 
fact that 1800 of phase shift fails to support 
oscillation where e/ A lacks sufficient magni~ 
tude. 
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Over the same frequency range, the. composite amplifier 
provides high open-loop gain. This gain and phase combina
tion might first suggest stability problems over the entire 
range. However, the high open-loop gain actually serves to 
stabilize the circuit through the circuit's loop gain. High 
values for A increase the loop gain AP to prevent the 
magnitude ~uality 1~01 = l~J API required for oscillation. It 
does so by limiting the eJ A error signal as illU$trated in the 
figure. At lower frequencies, high levels of open-loop gain 
A reduce this input signal to a level insufficient to support 
o~illatioo. 

Thee/ A curve rises as gain A declines but flattens when Ao_ 
declines ... The rise in e/A must reach a certain level to 
support the oscillation condition of e0 = -Aa.(e/A). Also, to 
support this condition, the high-frequency roll off of Ao. 
must not excessively reduce this gain. Otherwise, the ampli
fication of e/ A by Ao. fails to develop sufficient e0 to 
sustain oscillation. Only one point in the plots satisfies this 
oscillation condition. As described before, where A = up, 
e/ A reaches the level required to support oscillation. This 
in~rcept al~ marks the peak value fot Aa_(e/A). Beyond 
there, Ao. rolls off with gain A, reducing e0 and leveling the 
eJ A curve. With a level e/ A curve, the Ao. roll off also rolls 
off the quantity Aa_(e/A). 

Before this intercept, e/A remains too small to support 
oscillation.' After the intercept, the amplifier lacks the Ao_ 
needed to sustain oscillation. Thus, before or after the 
intercept, 1800 of feedback phase shift does not compromise 
stability. This phase shift produces oscillation only if present 
at the frequency of the intercept There, gain magnitude 
conditions always permit oscillation given the required 1800 
phase condition. Phase compensation reduces this phase 
shift for the composite amplifier. 

The up intercept represents a critical mass point for fre
quency stability. There, the magnitude of the gain error and 
the feedback phase shift must both reach specific levels to 
support oscillation. Despite the very specific requirements 
for oscillation, the greatly varied applications of op amps 
make this critical mass condition all to easy to fmd. To 
contend with this, the up curve presents visual prediction of 
the problem and provides insight into its solution. 
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DOUBLE THE OUTPUT CURRENT TO A LOAD 
WITH THE DUAL OPA2604 AUDIO OP AMP 

Headphones typically have an impedance of 400 to 3000. 
By using the dual OPA2604-and four resistors one can 
economically drive a 28V peak signal into the 40Q head-
phones. .. 
Figure 1 illustrates a circuit that can be used ·to drive loads 
that exceed the output current capabilities of an operational 
amplifier, but not enough to require the use of a power 
operational amplifier. The OPA2604 used in this application 
is a dual, PET-input operational amplifier that can typically 
sink or source 35mA on the output By taking advantage of 
the fact that the OPA2604is a dual, this circuit will sink or 
source 70mA. In addition, each operational amplifier has its 
own short circuit protection of ±40mA (typ), which makes 
the overall typical short. circuit current of this application 
±80mA. 

One side of the dual OPA2604, A,., is :in the•feedback loop 
of the other side of the dual, A1• The cuaent, 11, which is 

Rt 

-:-

supplied by A1 is matched by the current 12, the output 
curreni of A,.. The load will receive a total current of 11 + 12• 

The ~tio between the output currents, 11 and 12, is equal to: 

l2 = l1 (R;,/RJ 

Resistors R, and ~ are set equal for equal output currents. 
Resistors R1 and Ri set the overall gain of the circuit The 
transfer function is: . 

v~~=vlN·o +R/R,> 
The OPA2604 is. a dual, PET-input operational amplifier 
designed for enhanced AC performance. Very low distor
tion, low noise and wide bandwidth provide superior perfor
mance in high quality audio applications. The OPA2604 is 
available. is plastic 8-pin DIP and plastic 8-pin SOIC. 

t 1a 

A. 
510 

t 
VOU1' 

l -:-

FIGURE 1. Using the Dual OP A2604 Op Amp to Double the Output Current to a Load. 
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A LOW NOISE, LOW DISTORTION DESIGN 
FOR ANTIALIASING AND ANTI-IMAGING FILTERS 

Many customers have requested more information about the 
analog low-pass filters that appear in many of our PCM 
audio dala sheets. They are used for antialiasing in front of 
ADCs or for smoothing on the output of DA Cs. The following 
bulletin is an 1!¥ellent primer on die subject. -Ed. 

In any digitizing system, antialiasing and anti-imaging fil
ters are used to prevent the signal frequencies from "folding 
back" around the sample frequency and causing false (or 
alias) signals from appearing in the signal we are attempting 
to digitize. Very often, these filters must be very complex, 
high order analog filters in order to do their job effectively. 

As sampling rates of converter systems have increased, 
however, oversampling may be used to reduce the fllters' 
stopband attenuation requirements<ll(l). In digital audio sys
teim, 4x oversampling may be used, and it can be sbown<3> 
that for an antialiasing filter (which precedes the ADC), a 
simple sixth order filter may be used. For the output side, 
after the DAC, a simple third order filter may be used. 
Realizing these filters in a way that maintains extremely low 
noise and low distortion then becomes a challenge. 

Compact disk player manufacturers began using a filter 
topology that was described many years ago-the General
ized Immittance Converter (GIC)<4>, This topology allows 
one to easily realil.e active filters beginning from a passive 
filter design. In addition, the GIC filter provides extremely 
low distortion and noise, at a reasonable coSL Compared 
with more familiar feedback filter techniques, such as Sallen 
& Key filter topologies, the GIC filter can be shown to have 
superior noise gain characteristics, making it particularly 
suitable for audio and DSP type applications<SJ. 

We use this type of filter on our demonstration fixtures for 
the PCM1750 and PCM1700, dual 18-bit ADC and DAC, 
respectively. When sending out schematics of these dem
onstration fixtures, very often the first question is, ''What are 
those filters anyway?" Well, they're GIC filters, and here's 
how you design them and how they perform. Stepping 
through this design process will allow you to modify these 
designs for a different cutoff frequency for your particular 
application. A more ~tailed treatment of the theory behind 
these filters may be found in Huelsman and Allen<6>, 

As stated above, for oversampling digital audio applications, 
third and sixth order filters are adequate. Thus, we may 
design our first GIC filter by designing a third order filter. 
The filter characteristic most desirable for sensitive DSP 
type applications is linear-phase. The linear-phase filter is 
sometimes called a Bessel (or Thomson) filter. The linear
phase filter has constant· group delay. This means ·that the 
phase of the filter changes linearly with frequency, or that 

FIGURE 1. Passive Third Order, Linear-Phase, Low-Pass 
Filter Prototype. 

the group delay is constant These filters maintain phase 
information for sensitive DSP applications such as correla
tion, and preserve transient response. These characteristics 
are aitical in audio applications as well, because they affect 
sound quality greatly. 

Thus, we begin the design process by selecting a passive, 
third order linear-phase filter design that will' be realized 
using this active approach. The passive design shown in 
Figure I is neither a Butterworth nor a Bessel response; it is 
something in between. The component values for this par
ticular response, optimized for phase linearity and stopband 
attenuation, were found through exhaustive computer simu
lations and empirical analysis. Component values for stan
dard Butterworth and Bessel responses may be found in 
standard filter tables, such as those available in Huelsman 
and Allen(7). This circuit is then transformed to an active· 
circuit by multiplying all circuit values by 1/s, which changes 
all inductors to resistors, all resistors to capacitors, and all 
capacitors to Frequency Dependent Negative Resistors 
(FDNRs). These FDNRs have the characteristic impedance of 

s2C 

and may be realized using the GIC circuit Thus, L1 becomes 
R

1
, C1 becomes 1/s2C1, L3 becomes R,, and the tenninating 

resistor R,. becomes C4, as shown in Figure 2. 

FDNR: unlla aro farad-eeconda (Fa) 

c. 
1F 

FIGURE 2. Filter of Figure I Transformed by Multiplying 
All Component Values by 1/s. 
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The FDNR is then realized by the GIC circuit· shown in 
Figure 3. The value of the FDNR is detennined by 

0 = <R.2 • R" • cl) • Cu>'R. l 

FIGURE 3. Frequency Dependent Negative Resistor 
(FDNR) Realized Using Generalized lmmit
tance Convener (GIC). 

Thus by setting R.1 = R12 = 1 and C13 = C15 = 1, D is entirely 
determined by the value of R.

4
• For the FDNR of Figure 2, 

Rl4 = 0.87460. 

The entire third order filter circuit is shown in Figure 4. This 
circuit now must be scaled in frequency to give the desired 
cutoff frequency, and then must be scaled in impedance to 
allow for the use of reasonable sized component values. 

The filter circuits found in filter tables, such as that in Figure 
1 and the active realization of this passive circuit (Figures 2 
and 4), are designed for a cutoff frequency of c.o = I rad/s. To 
make the filter have the cutoff frequency we desire, we must 
scale it in frequency by the scaling factor 

~ = 2,tfc 

This scaling factor is applied to all frequency-determining 
components-capacitors in this case. The example filter will 
be designed for audio, so we might consider a cutoff fre
quency of 20kHz. However, linear-phase filters tend to roll
off very slowly, causing l-2dB attenuation before the cutoff 
frequency; generally audio syste~ prefer to have their 
frequency response out to 20kHz to be within 0.ldB. The 
example filter then will have a cutoff frequency of 40kHz, 
commonly used in many of today's CD players. All capaci
tor values are divided by the frequency scaling factor, so 
C13 = C15 = C4 = 3.98J.LF. 

FIGURE 4. Third Order, Linear-Phase Realization of Circuit Shown in Figure 2. 

FIGURE 5. Circuit of Figure 4 Scaled to a 40kHz Cutoff Frequency. mm• Burr-Brown IC Applications Handbook 219 
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FIGURE 6. Circuit of Figure 5 Scaled in Impedance (note use of buffer amplifier to reduce output impedance of the filter). 

The filter (Figure 5) could now be built, but the large 
capacitor values and low resistance values could pose prac
tical problems. To alleviate this, the impedances of the 
circuit are scaled by an impedance scale factor: 

Zi = Present C value 
Desired C value 

By choosing the desired C value as lOOOpF, Z
0 
= 3.97xl03. 

This impedance scaling factor then is multiplied by all 
resistor values to find the new resistor values, and divides all 
the capacitor values, talcing them from the present values to 
the desired capacitance. 

of a sixth order, 40kHz Butterworth filter realized in this 
fashion is shown in Figure 8, but its frequency response 
(Figure 9) is less than hoped for due to the GBW limitations 
described above. 

A simpler solution is to cascade two of the third order 
sections designed above. This cascaded design (Figure 10) 
works equally well for most applications. 

Figure 11 (a-d) shows the performance of this cascaded filter 
design. Note that the phase linearity and THO + N are still 
excellent using this approach. 

The final filter design is shown in Figure 6. Since the output REFERENCES 
impedance of this filter is relatively high, it's a good idea to -- (1) R. Downs, "DSP Oversampling to Quiet Noise,'' EE 
buffer the output using an op amp voltage follower. Ampli-
tude and phase response of this filter is shown in Figure 7a. TimeS, pg. 68, 8 August 1988. 
Figure 7b is a closer look at the amplitude response in the (2) R. Downs, "High Speed AID Converter Lets Users Reap 
passband-the frequency response is flat well within 0.ldB Benefits of Oversampling,'' Bu"-Brown Updtlle, Vol. XIV, 
out to 20kHz. No. 2, pg. 3, May 1988. · 

Figure 7c is a plot of the frequency response of the filter (3) R. Downs, "Unique Topology Makes Simple, Low-
(solid line) and the filter's deviation from linear phase Distortion Antialiasing Filters," to be published. 
(dotted line). Note the phase scale; the phase response is (4) S.K. Mitra, Analysis and Synlhesls of Linear Active 
well within 0.1° of linear phase in the lkHz-20kHz region, Networks, John Wiley & Sons, Inc., New York, pg. 494, 
where the ear is most sensitive to phase distortion. 1969. 

Figure 7d is a plot of the total harmonic distortion plus noise (5) R. Downs, "Unique Topology Makes Simple, Low-
(THD + N) of this filter versus frequency. At about-108dB, 1 Distortion Antialiasing Filters,'' to b~ published. 
this would be suitable for digital systems with true 18-bit (6) L.P. Huelsman, P.E. Allen, Introduction to the 17zeory 
converter perfonnance! 

and Design of Active Filters, McGraw-Hill, New York, 1980. 
To make a sixth order filter, you can repeat the design (?) Ibid 
process above from a passive realization and directly imple-
ment a filter. This implementation is very sensitive to the 
gain-bandwidth product (GBW) match of all of the op amps 
used, however; for a 40kHz cutoff frequency,~ op amp 
with extrerrely high GBW would be required. An example 
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FAST SETTLING LOW-PASS 'FILTER 
By Rod Burt and R. Mark Stitt (602) 746-7445 

Noise reduction by filtering is the most commonly used 
VIN method for improving signal-to-noise ratio. The increase in 

settling time, however, can be a serious disadvantage in 
some applications such as high-speed data acquisition sys-
tems. The nonlinear filter described here is a simple way to 
get a four-to~ne improvement in settling tiim as compared 
to a conventional filter. 

To understand the circuit. first consider the dynamics of a 
single-pole RC filter (Figure 1). Filtering reduces broadband 
or "white" noise by the square root of the bandwidth reduction 
as shown by the following calculation: 

Ii Ii 
el= I eez df ~ Ce2 • f I 

( 1 · · f1 

Where: 
ea = total noise (Vrms) 
e8 = broadband noise (V NHz) 
f1, ½ = frequency range of interest (Hz) 

In other words, if the frequency range (~ - f1) is reduced by 
a factor of 100, the total noise would be reduced by a factor 
of 10. 

Unfortunately, settling time depends on· bandwidth. The 
penalty for the noise reduction is increased settling time. For 
a single-pole filter, the time needed for the 'signal to settle to 
any given accuracy can be calculated as follows: 

For V JV IN at time = 1s 

Where: 

Vo ·= 1..:.e-<tsllR1•·c.n 
VIN 

- ( ~: - 1) • 100 = % 

therefore 
ls =-ln(%/100) • R1 • C1 

's = settling time (s) 
% = percent accuracy at 's 
R. • C, = RC time constant (0 • F) or (s) 

For example, if a settling to 0.01 % is needed, 

ln(0.01/100) ='-9.2 

In Other WOrds, it takes 9.2 R. • C1 time C011Slants for an input 
step to settle to within 0.01 % of its final value. . 

R1~ 10k0 

VOA.IT 

Ct J 
•• For 10lcHz, C, = 1692pF. 

f.- a 1/(2 • ff • R, • C,) 

FIGURE 1. Conventional Single-~ole RC Filter. 
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c,· J . 
• For 10kHz. c, = 1692pF. 

f- a 1/(2 • ff • R, • C,) 

FIGURE 2. Diode-Clamped Nonlinear Filter (can improve 
0.01% settling time for a conventional filter by 
2/1 for a 20V step). 

NONLINEAR FILTER 
To understand how a nonlinear filter can improve settling 
time, consider the simple diode clamped nonlinear filter, 
shown in Figure 2. Settling time is improved because the 
filter capacitor, C1, is charged faster through the low forward 
biased diode impedance <Rc,N) during the initial portion of a 
large input step change. When the difference between the 
input and output voltage · becomes less than the forward 
biased diode drop (about 0.6V), the diode turns off and cl 
reacts with R. · alone. At this point. the circuit behaves like a 
nonnal single-pole RC filter. 

Assuming diode RoN is negligi"ble, the improvement in set
tling· time depends on the ratio of the input step voltage to 
the forward biased diode voltage. For a step of -lOV to 
+ lOV (a '1IJV step), the improvement is ln(0.60/20) or 3.5 
time constants. In other words, for a WV step, the simple 
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• For 10kHz, C, .. 1592pF. 

t.- .. 1/(2 • ff • R1 • C1) 

OlodoG 
1N4148 

FIGURE 3. Improved Nonlinear Filter (can improve 0.ol % 
settling time for a conventinal filter by 4/1 for 
a 20V step). 

diode clamped nonlinear filter can improve 0.01 % settling 
time from 9.2 time constants to 

(9.2) - (35) = 5.7 time constants. 

For smaller differences between the input step change, and 
the forward biased diode voltage, the simple diode-clamped 
nonlinear filter affords Jess improvement As the step change 
approaches the forward biased diode voltage, the simple 
nonlinear filter offers no improvement 

IMPROVED NONLINEAR FILTER 
By reducing the threshold to below one diode drop, the 
settling time can be improved for smaller inputs. The im
proved nonlinear filter shown in Figure 3 lets you adjust the 
threshold to a small arbitrary value by adjusting the ratio of 
Rl and~. 

To see how the improved nonlinear filter works, notice that 
the op amp forces the voltage at its inverting input to be the 
same as at the noninverting input For small differences 
between the output voltage and the input voltage, the differ
ence is dropped across the lOkQ resistor, R,, and the filter 
behaves like a single-pole filter with an R, • C1 time con
stant The voltage divider formed by R, and ~ amplifies the 
voltage difference across ~. as seen at the top of~. by (1 
+ R/R.), As the voltage across the~.~ divider becomes 
larger, one of. the diodes (which one depends on signal 
polarity) begins to conduct, and the capacitor is rapidly 
charged through it This occurs at a voltage difference 
between the input and output of about 0.6V /(1 + R/Ri) or 
about 20mV with the-values shown. With the diode forward 
biased, the time constant of the filter beco~ very small, 
Jimi~ only by op amp slew rate or current limit 

To determine the component values for the improved 
nonlinear filter, consider the noise-reduction requirements 
of the filter. For example, if you want to filter the noise of 
a 20V full-scale signal to 0.01% resolution, the peak noise 
must be filtered to less than 0.01% of 20V, i.e. 2mV peak. 
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• For 10kHz, C
1 

= 1592pF. 

t.- = 1/(2 • ff • R1 • C1) 

FIGURE 4. Improved Nonlinear Filter with R
4

, CJ Prefilter 
and R,, C2 Network to Assure Op Amp Stability 
in Driving C1• 

A clamp threshold of ten times this peak (20mV) is an 
arbitrary but ample threshold The component values shown 
in Figure 3 set the filter's threshold to 20mV. For a 20V step 
as before, the improvement in settling time is ln(0.02/ 
20) = 6.9 time constants. In other words, for a 20V step, the 
improved nonlinear filter can improve 0.01% settling time 
from 9.2 time constants to (9.2) -(6.9) = 23 time constants-
a four-to-one improvement 

SOME SIGNALS REQUIRE PREFIL TERING 
In some instances, the input signal may have noise peaks 
above the 20mV threshold of the nonlinear filter. If the noise 
of the input signal to the nonlinear filter is greater than the 
20mV threshold, the filter will mistake the noise for a step 
input and fail to filter it out To prevent this situation an 
input prefilter can be added to the nonlinear filter as shown 
in Figure 4. 

The prefilter's bandwidth is set by R4 and CJ. To minirni7.e 
the prefilter's effect on settling time, its bandwidth is set ten 
times higher than the bandwidth of the nonlinear filter. At 
this higher bandwidth, the prefilter' s effect on settling time 
is negligible, and the noise at the prefilter' s output is ffo 
times greater than 2mV (a little over 6mV peak). A noise 
level of 6mV provides a comfortable margin for a 20mV 
threshold 

ASSURE OP AMP STABILITY 
Op amps tend.to become unstable and oscillate when driving 
large capacitive loads. The C2• R, network. shown in Figure 
4, assures op amp stability when driving large values of C1 
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Tracea 1 to 3 llhow sottUng response for the various lilloru. Gain af the 
signalo is 100VN, so each division of the scopo grallculo roprosents 
2mV (l.o. oach division a 0.01%). 

Traco 1 Is a standard 10kHz single-polo RC Rtor. 

Trace 2 Is a dlodo-damped 10kHz nonllnear filler. 

Trace 3 la tho lmpRIYOd 10kHz nonlinoar fillor shown In F'iguro 4. 

Trace 4 is tho :i:10V Input signal at SV/dlvision. 

FIGURE 5. Settling-Time Response of Standard and 
Nonlinear Filters. 

through the low impedance of the forward biased diode 
network. The C2, ~ network may not be needed if C, is small. 

When choosing the op amp for the improved filter, make 
sure it has high output drive capability for charging C,, and 
that its slew rate, settling time, and DC precision are adequate 
for the necessary filter response. The OPA627 shown has an 
excellent combination of DC precision, high slew rate, fast 
settling time and high output drive capability. The 16MHz 
bandwidth of the OPA627 gives excellent results for filters 
with -3dB bandwidths up to lOOkHz. Also, notice that the 
op amp noise adds (at unity gain) to the signal noise. When 
a low noise op amp is used, this noise will be negligible in 
most instances. 

The OPA627 contributes only a 6% increase in noise to the 
minimum theoretical noise of the 1 OW resistor used in the 
filter. Remember that noise adds as the square root of the 
sum of the squares. To determine how much the4.SnVNHz 
noise of the OPA627 adds to the 12.SnVNHz noise of the 
l0kn resistor, calculate the noise of the two components and 
compare that to the noise of the resistor alone: 

✓(4.5)2 + (12.8)2 /12.8 = 1.06, a 6% increase 

Figure 5 is a triple exposure scope photo showing the filter 
output error settling time response for the three circuits to a 
-l0V to+ l0V input step (20V). The bandwidth of each filter 
is set to lOkHz. The settling response is in a gain of 100 so 
that each box represents 2mV, or 0.01 % of a 20V step. The 
filter has settled to 0.01 % when the trace is within one box 
of the base grid. 

BVAR•mct I E:H$L Burr-Brown IC Applications Handbook 

Trace 1 11hows 10kHz slnglo-polo filter rosponso for a :i:10mV Input 
atop. 

Traco 2 shows falll response for a :i:10V Input stop. 

FIGURE 6. Comparison of Large and Small Signal Step 
Response of the Improved Nonlinear Filter. 

THEORETICAL THEORETICAL 
FILTER SETTLING TIME SETTLING TIME 
TYPE (Umo constants) (µs)l1> 

Slnglo•Polo RC 9.2 147 

D~pod 6.7 91 
Nonllnoar . 
Improved 2.3 37 
Nonlinoar 

NOTE: (1) SotUing to 0.01% of final value for a 10kHz flltor. 

TABLE I. Theoretical Settling Times for Various Filters. 

For a l0kHz filter, one RC time constant is 15.9µs. Ignoring 
input slew rate, and diode forward resistance (good approxi
mations for the l0kHz filter when using an OPA627 op amp), 
the theoretical settling times are shown in Table I. 

Notice that the actual measurements shown by the scope 
photos agree to the theoretical values within the resolution 
of the photographs. 

Figure 6 is a double exposure scope photograph of the 
improved nonlinear filter operating at a high and low signal 
level. At the low level (a ±lOmV input step), the response is 
that of a lOkHz single-pole RC filter as expected. At the high 
level (a ±IOV input step), the greatly improved settling 
response is observed. 

The Information provldod heroin Is beflovod to bo rollablo; however, BURR• 
BROWN anumoa no responllibllity for lnaccuracioa or omissions. BURR· 
BROWN assumos no rosponsibllily for tho USO cl this Information, and all USO cl 
such lnfonnatlon shan be entirely at tho usol'sown risk. Prioes and spociflcatlons 
are subjod to change without notice. No patent rights or llcensos to any of the 
clrc:ulls doacrfbod heroin am lmpllod or granted to any third party. BURR· 
BROWNdoosnotauthorlzeorwarrantanyBURR·BROWNproductforusolnUfe 
suppofl devlcoll and/or systems. 
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CLASSICAL OP AMP·OR CURRENT-FEEDBACK OP AMP? 
THIS COMPOSITE OP AMP GIVES YOU 

. THE BEST OF BOTH WORLDS 
By Tiin Kalthoff, Tony Wang, and R. Mark Stitt (60~)746-7445 

' _.. .. 
Classical op amps such as the OPA627 have excellent 
performance in applications where Jhe required gaiq band:. 
width is low compared to the gain-bandwidth product of the 
op, amp. However, increasing closed-loop gajn decreases the 
error-reducing loop gain. Furthermore, starting al relatively 
low frequencies, the loop gain rolls-off at 20dB/decade of 
signal frequency increase. In combination these effects can 
produce significant errors, especially at higher frequencies 
where the loop gain can be very low. 

Current-feedback op amps, such as the OPA603, have good 
dynamic performance at both low and high gains. This is 
because the feedback components set both closed-loop gain 
and open-loop gain, making loop gain and dynamic per
formance relatively independent of closed-loop gain. Unfor
tunately, the DC performance (V 

05
, dV 

05
/dT, CMR, etc) of 

current feedback amplifiers is poor compared to classical op 
amps. 

Vour 

Voor "'V 11 (1 + I\ If\) 

FIGUijE 1. Composite Noninverting Amplifier with Preci
sion of OPA627 and Speed of OPA603. 

OVERALL OPA603 
GAIN GBW GAIN ff.111 

[VNJ (Hz) "1 [VNJ . [nJ 

5 90M OPA627 3 255 
10 180M OPA627 6 110 
20 330M OPA627 12 52.3 
50 750M OPA627 26 49.9 
100 1.5G OPA627 52 49.9 · 
200 2.5G OPA637 18 49.9 

·500 6.0G OPA637 42 49.9 
1000 10.0G OPA637 85 49.9 

I\ 
(01 

1020 
1000 
1000 
2430 
4990 
10k 
25k 
50k 

.A composite amplifier using a classical ~plifier and the 
OPA603 current-feedback amplifier. can combine the best 
· qualities of both amplifiers. · · 

_Figures I and 2 show noninverting and inverting composite 
amplifiers. Table I shows suggested component values for 
selected gains and measured performance results. 

DC performance of the composite amplifier is excellent. 
·since the OPA603 is in the feedback of the OPA627, the 
composite amplifier retains_ the excellent DC characteristics 
of the OPA627. In fact, since the OPA627 does not drive the 
load directly, its DC accuracy can be better than the OPA627 
alone. Thermal feedback within an amplifier driving large 
loads will cause errors due to internal thermal gradients and 
package self-heating. The composite amplifier with an 
OPA603 can drive 1500 loads to ±IOV with no thermal 
feedback to the OPA627. 

Your 

Vour "'-VIH (f\/f\) 

FIGURE 2. Composite Inverting Amplifier with Precision of 
· OPA627 and Speed of OPA603. 

. . 

SLEW SETIUNG SETTLING 
RCCI 

I ''R• RATE (0.1%)IZI (0.01%)1:11 
[nJ [OJ [V/µs) [ns] [ns) 

499 1020 100· 265 520 
200 1020 240 240 500 
93.1 1020 620 200 520 
40.2 1020 730 320 530 
20 1020 730 330 111 

60.4 1020 580 350 Pl 

24.3 1020 · 590 580 Pl 

12.1 1020 510 640 Pl 

NOTES: (1) A, shown Is for nonlnvertlng composite amp!lller. For Inverting amplifier, R, = Galnlf\. (2) SeHllng time for 10V output step. (3) Output noise 8llceeds 
0.01% at this gain. (4) For Intermediate gains, use the higher value Rr 

TABLE I. Measured Results for Selected Composite-Amplifier Examples. 
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The gain of the composite amplifier is set by R. and ~ 
alone. Errors due to R, · and R, do not affect the gain of the 
composite amplifier. The gain of the second amplifier. set by· 
R, and R4, should be within ±5% to assure ~xpected d~c 
performance. 

Slew rate and full-power response of the classical amplifier 
are boosted in the composite amplifier.· Since the OPA603 
ackls gain at the output of the OPA627, the~•~~ rate.of the 
OPA627 is increased by the gain of the OPA603. For 
example. in the gain~f-100 composite amplifier. the slew· 
rate and full-power response of the OPA627 is ~creased 
from 40V/µs min (600kHz) to over 700V/µs (11MHz). 

Settling time of the classical amp is preserved. even at 
higher gains. Settling time of a classical op amp is limited by 
the time needed to slew to its final value plus the time for its 
internal circuitry to settle to the desired accuracy. Settling 
time for a classical op amp is·no better than predicted by a 
single-pole response: · 

Where: 

tnOOO/%) 
Ts:::::-----

2•~ • fuoew 

T
5 

:::::' Settling time [J.ls] 
~aw = Amplifier unity-gain bandwidth [MHz] .. 
ln(lOO/%) = Number of time constants needed to settle to 

desired accuracy. e.g: ' ' 

ACCURACY .. ,BITS NUMBER OF 
('ll,) (TO 112LSB) TIME CONSTI\NTS 

; 1.0% 6 ., 4.6 

0.1% 9 6.9 

0.01% 12 9.2 

0.0008% 16, 11.7 

TABLE II. 

The bandwidth of a classical op amp decreases with increas
ing closed loop gain. In a gain of IOOVN, the bandwidth of 
the OPA627 decreases from 16MHz to 160kHz. The 0.1% 
settling time therefore can be no better than that of a 160kHz 
single pole system. or 6.9µs. In the composite amplifier. 
with the OPA603 in a gain of 52VN. the OPA627 operates 
in a loop gain of 2V N remiiting in a measured 0.1 % settling 
time of 330ns. 

Care must be taken when selecting the feedback amplifier. 
~. used in the composite. Excessive phase shift through Az 
will cause instability. The OPA603 has sufficient bandwidth 
to ensure stability when used with amplifiers as fast as the 
OPA627 (16MHz). 

ff the bandwidth and settling time advantages of the com
posite amplifier are needed, but not the slew rate boost, it is 
possible to make a composite amplifier using a dual op amp 
such as the OPA2107 as shown in Figures 3 and 4. It is best 
to use a dual op amp because of the inherent matching of 
dynamic characteristics. To ensure stability and the best 

· transient response. set the gain-of Ai two times the gain of 

~ using the following relationship: 

Gain::::: 1 + CR/Ri) noninverting 
Gain =· -<R/Ri) inverting 
R, = lOkn 

For Figures 3 and 4. 

For example. if Gain = 100,, R4 = lOk.Q, and R, = 1.65k0. 

Cascading two gain stages (each with a gain of lOV IV) would 
give an overall transfer function of lOOVN and slightly better 
settling time, but the gain would depend on the accuracy of R, 
and R, in addition to R. and ~- The table below shows pre
dicted 0.01% settling time for the three cases. 

SETTLING TIME 
CONRGURATtON TO 0.01% 

Slnglo Ampllflor 20µ8 
Composite Amplif!or 4.6jla 
Cascaded Ampillor 4.1jllll'l 

NOT~ (1) For cascaded amplllor G1agoa, lho combined oottling tlme la tho 
aqua:e root d !ho awn of tho squares of tho Individual aotUing times. . 

TABLE III. Predicted Settling Time for Gain-0f-lOO Ampli
fiers Using OPA2107 Dual Op Amp (Unity 
Gain Bandwidth = 5MHz). 

R, 

Voor 
Vo,,n., VIN (1 + F\ IF\) 

· FIGURE 3. Composite Noninverting Amplifier Using Dual 
Op Amp Settles FasL 

FIGURE 4. Composite Inverting Amplifier Using Dual Op 
Amp Settles FasL 

Tho Information provldod hon>ln Is bolloved to bo rellablo; howCMII', BURR-BROWN a11SUffl811 no responalbillyforlnaccuracloa oromlsaiona. BURR-BROWN aoaumoa 
no roaponslbHlty for lho use of thla Information, and aD use of such lnfonnation shaa be ontlroly at tho user's own risk. Prlcea and spocllk:atlona are subjed to chango 
without notico. Nopatont righla orllconsestoanyof lhodrcultadescrlbod herein are Implied orgrantodtoanythlld pa,ty. BURR-BROWN doaa not authorizoorwammt 
any BURR-BROWN pn,cfud for use In ife support dovicoa and/or systems. 
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VOLTAGE-FEEDBACK AMPLIFIERS 
· vs CURRENT-FEEDBACK AMPLIFIERS: 

BANDWIDTH AND DISTORTION CONSIDERATIONS 
by Tony Wang, (602) 746-7650 

Designers specify amplifiers based on certain key param
eters, one of which is bandwidth. Traditionally, the gain
bandwidth product of an amplifier told the user everything 
he needed to know about its small-signal AC performance. 
The useful bandwidth of an amplifier was determined by 
dividing the gain-bandwidth product (GBW) by the desired 
closed-loop gain. However, this simple fonnula cannot be 
used with current-feedback amplifiers .. 

Current-feedback amplifiers have nearly constant bandwidth 
for varying closed-loop gains. The reason is that the user can 
adjust the open-loop gain of the current-feedback amplifier 
by changing the feedback network without affecting the 
open-loop pole. The concept can be more readily understood 
with the aid of Figure 1, which shows a simplified AC model 
for the current-feedback amplifier. 

Ro 

FIGURE 1., Current-Feedback Amplifier Simplified for AC 
Analysis. 

230 AB-091 

The primary determinants of AC performance for the cur
rent-feedback amplifier are the transresistance, Rr, and the 
transcapacitance, Cr A well specified current-feedback 
amplifier's data sheet will list these parameters. Figure 1 
shows the current-feedback amplifier with a bipolar transis
tor as the input device. This is convenient because it has a 
low impedance inverting input (the emitter) and a high 
impedance noninverting input (the base). For this analysis, 
the bipolar transistor is considered ideal (Le., infinite beta, 
zero base-emitter voltage, no base-collector capacitance). 
The collector terminates in Rr, C,. and an inverting buffer. 
The feedback network consists of Rp and Ro. 
Figure 2 shows the same circuit reconfigured for analysis. 
The feedback network is now the emitter load for the input 
transistor. Open-loop voltage gain can be determined by 
inspection to be: 

+In 

-In 

RTll(j21tfCTr1 

RFIIRG 

RG Rp 1 + j27tfRTCT 

RT =Aa.-----
Rp 1 + j27tf RTCT 

V+ 

FIGURE 2. Cunent-feedback Amplifier Simplified and 
Reconfigured for Analysis. 
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The last expression shows that the open-loop gain for the 
current-feedback amplifier varies directly with closed-loop 
gain (for a given Rp). This is why· the ~cot-feedback 
amplifier has a gain-independent bandwidth. This simplified 
analysis holds true for low to moderate gains, less than 
25V N, but becomes limited when second-order effects start 
to dominate. · 

What this means is that the designer bas to look more 
carefully at how the amplifier is specified. Gain-bandwidth 
is not meaningful when evaluating a current-feedback am
plifier. However, it is an easy way to evaluate traditional 
voltage-feedback op amps. '11 is better for the designer to first 
determine the required gain and then make bandwidth com
parisons. 

For instance, assume that the application requires processing 
a 10MHz signal and the amplifiers under consideration are 
the OPA621 and the OPA603. The OPA621 is a voltage
feedback op amp with 500MHz gain-bandwidth producL 
The OPA603 is a current-feedback amplifier that can be 
configured for a useful bandwidth of 100MHz. At · first 
glance, both amplifiers appear adequate but this assumption 
neglects gain considerations. The circuit configurations of 
Figure 3 show resistor values for gains of +2V N and 
+lOVN. For these gains, the OPA621 has closed-loop 
bandwidths of 250MHz and 50MHz, respectively. 

With the aid of the data sheets for each of these products, a 
reasonable comparison of open-loop gain can be made. 
From the OPA621 data sheet, AoL = 60dB = 1,CXYJVN. This 
and the GBW are enough information to describe the open
loop gain versus frequency: 

1,000 1,000 
1 + jf / (500MHz/ 1,000) 1 + jf / 500kHz 

The OPA603 data sheet gives R,-= 400k0 and Cr= 1.8pF. 
For these applications, the OPA603 was configured with 
Rp = lkO. The resulting open-loop gain curves are plotted in 
Figure 4. 

Loop gain is the area bounded above by the open-loop gain 
curve and below by the desired closed-loop gain. Loop gain 
is important because it provides a measure of an amplifier's 
ability to reduce error and maintain fidelity with the original 
signal. For a gain of +2VN (6dB), the OPA621 has 9dB 
more loop gain than the OPA603 at 10MHz. In a gain of 
+lOVN (20dB), the situation is reversed and the OPA603 
has 5dB more loop gain than the OPA62 l. This is confirmed 
in the distortion figures tabulated below. 

Ac~ "'+2VN ~ =+10VN 
OPA603 OPA621 OPA603 OPA621 

2nd Harmonic -65dBc -68dBc -«k!Bc -60cfBc 
3td Hannonlc -78dBc <-90d8c --62dBc -70dBc 
Effective Bits 10.5 11 10 8 

v~ 

VOUT 

R, 10000 10000 
Ro 10000 1100 
C, 0.SpF NA 

FIGURE 3. Application Circuits for OPA621 and OPA603. 

This provides a simple way to compare the useful band
widths of voltage-feedback amplifiers and current-feedback 
amplifiers. First, determine the closed-loop gain required, 
then use data sheet specifications in the formulas presented 
above to compare the open-loop responses as an approxi
mate indicator of the best op amp for lower distortion. 

80 

70 -,__ --- !:b -
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~ ............. 
i 60 

j 50 

& OPA803 (~ .. +2VN ...... 
......... ........ ~ 

j 40 

! 30 

i 20 
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0 
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I "',~ ~r-.. 
I I I ~~~ Act,= +10 ' I' 

1111 ~I' 
Act.=+2 

I 111 

1~ 1~ 1~ 
Froquenq, (Hz) 

FIGURE 4. Open-Loop Gain Comparisons of the OPA621 
andOPA603. 

Thelnformatlonprovldodhetolnlsbollovodtoboreliablo;howovor.BURR-BROWNaaumeonoresponsiblllyforlnaccuraciosoromlsslona.BURR-BROWNassumoa 
no responsibility for tho use of 1h11 lnfonnation, and aD use of Guch Information BhaD bo enliroly at tho uaer'a own rlak. Pricee and spoclllcatlona aro aubjocl to change 
without nolico. No patent rights orllcenaoa to any of the ciradta describod heroin an, lmpllod or grantod to any third party. BURR-BROWN dooa not au1horlzo orwanant 
any BURR-BROWN proclJct for uso In lifo support dovlcoa and/or aystoma. 

nR•m• Elj$L Burr-Brown IC Applications Handbook 231 



For Immediate Assistance, Contact Your Local ·.·Salesperson 

BURR-BROWN®APPLICATION BULLETIN I B B I Malling Addroas: PO Box 11400 • Tucson, AZ 85734 • Stroot Addroea: 6730 S. Tucson Blvd. • Tucaon, AZ 85706 
Toi: (602) 746-1111 • Twx: 91Cl-952-111 • Tolox: 06~~491 • FAX (602) 88971510 • Immediate Product Info: (800) 548-6132 

THE CURRENT-FEEDBACK OP AMP 
A HIGH-SPEED BUILDING BLOCK 

By Antlwny D. Wang, Bu"•Brown Corp. 

Although cu"ent-feedback amplifiers (CFAs) have been in 
use for quite some time, there Is a reluctance to view them 
in the same light as voltage-feedback amplifiers (VFAs). For 
instance, the gain-bandwidth curve of VFAs has.a parallel 
in a transimpedance-bandwidth curve for CFAs. This pa
rameter can be used to determine tire closed-loop behavior 
of the CFA in tire same way that GBW can/or die VFA. Not 
all tire fault is with the users-tire amplifier manufacturers 

. have not standardiled tire CFA cl1aractemation as they 
have done with VFAs. This paper describes the CFA and its 
behavior in an intuitive manner. 

HISTORICAL PERSPECTIVE 
The term "operational amplifier,'' or "op amp" in typical 
engineering shorthand, has generally been associated with 
the transistorized voltage-feedback amplifier. It is becoming 
more acceptable now to include the current-feedback ampli
fier in the same category. 

Interestingly enough, the basic architecture for the CFA 
might have predated the VFA although it was not until the 
1980s that the CFA was itself repopularized. To appreciate 

VIN 

-=-

FIGURE 1. Three Transistor Amplifier. 
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the evolution Qf the beast, it helps to look back to some early 
discrete transistor circuits. 

I. 

The three transistor amplifier of Figure 1 is arranged in a 
series-shunt configuration. However, in order to analyze the 
amplifier, the circuit is rearranged as shown in Figure 2. 

The feedback • network shows up in two places-a series 
network at the output and a parallel network at the emitter of 
the input transistor. This allows for open-loop analysis while 
keeping the effects of loading intact. 

The loading of the output by the feedback network is 
generally not a problem. However. the gain of the first 
transistor stage is dependent on the values of the resistors in 
the feedback network. Thus the open-loop response will 
change with closed-loop gain (as the feedback. network 
changes), which could make frequency compensation an 
iterative chore., 

The discrete transistor circuit of Figure 3 circumvents this 
difficulty. Adding another transistor, Q..; to buffer the input 
stage transistor, Q,, from the feedback network illustrates 
this modification. This is the first step to a voltage feedback 
amplifier topology. 

, VIN 

-=- -=- -=-

FIGURE 2. Amplifier Redrawn for Analysis. 
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FIGURE 3. Adding a Buffer Transistor. 

The added transistor presents a high impedance input to the 
feedback network. It also features the benefits of a balanced 
input, such as low offset voltage and equ.al input bias 
currents. 

Of greater significance is the fact that the dynamic emitter 
resistance<0 of the added transistor is substituted for the 
parallel resistance of the feedback network in Figure 2. The 
first stage gain, and consequently the open-loop gain, no 
longer depends on the feedback network. The process of 
frequency compensation has one less degree of variation to 
be concerned with. 

Tiiese two circuits illustrate the basic distinctioris between 
current~feedback and voltage-feedback amplifiers. In both 
cases, the feedback network is connected to an (inverting) 
input node. In Figure 1, ~ emitter presents a low imped
ance input, while in Figure 3 the base presents a high 
impedance inpuL 

Needless to say, the three transistor amplifier of Figure 1 can 
be considered the forebear for the CF A as it is known today, 
while Figure 3 is the template for the VF A. Figure 4 shows 
the same amplifier connected to a mirror-image of itself, 
whose transistors have been converted to the opposite polar~ 
ity type. The input transistors are buffered by emitter follow.;. 
ers for level shifting to ensure low offset voltage; -This is the 
basis of the modem current-feedback architecture. 

ANAL VZING THE CFA 
The study of the differential input, voltage-feedback ampli.;. 
fier is simplified with a technique known as "half-circuit 
analysis." This technique, illustrated in Figure 5, recognizes 
that the symmetry of the circuit presents an opportunity for 
simplification whereby only half the signal path needs to be 
considered 

NOTE: ( 1) The dynamic emitter resistance is tangent to the 
slope of the 1-V curve for the base-emitter diode 

ffl•BROWN• .. 
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FIGURE 4. Basic CFA Topology. 

The NPN current mirror of Figure Sa. which provides 
double-ended to single-ended· conversion, still maintains 
balance in the circuit because the second stage output volt
age is determined by the current that flows into the high 
impedance presented by the collectors. 

Inspection of Figure 4 shows that the axis of symmetry for 
the CFA is centered horizontally. Therefore, the half-circuit 
used for analysis is the same circuit as presented in Figure 
1, ignoring the input emitter follower. However, as pointed 
out previously, the feedback network is closely intertwined 
with the analysis. Therefore, the circuit of Figure 2 can be 
used for the analysis. The compensation capacitor, C,.. can 
be the intrinsic base-collector capacitor of~ or an extrinsic 
capacitor deliberately added for compensation., 

The only real difference between Figure Sb and Figure 2 is 
the presence of the parallel combination of the feedback 
network resistors in the emitter of the CFA' s input transistor. 

The CFA analysis is straightforward and the DC gain can be 
determined by inspection of Figure 2. 

. R R3 
A'VJJC =-1 •-

RE R2 

The open-loop pole can be approximated quite accurately as 
the interaction of the resistor, R1, with the Miller multiplied 
capacitor, C.... 

This analysis presumes that r01, the dynamic emitter resis
tance of Q1, can be neglected (Re>>re1) and that ~ includes 

I 
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FIGURE Sa. Basic VFA Topology. 
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FIGURE Sb. VFA Half-CircuiL 

It would be convenient at this point to define the 
transresistance as: 

Ry= R1 •R3 
R2 

Note that the transresistance has the dimensions of ohms and 
is determined solely by elements internal to the amplifier. 
The previous equations can be rewritten more simply. 

Ry 1 
Avoc=- and Cllp=---

RE Ry•Cy 

Now the open-loop gain can be completely described by: 

Av= Ry •--1-= Ry• 1 
RE I+ j~ RE I+ jmR,.Cy 

Olp 

In order to arrive at Ibis equation. it was assumed that the 
feedback network was known. This is the crux of the issue-
the open-loop voltage gain of a CFA depends on the value 
of the feedback network. 
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Removing ~. the feedback network term. from the equation 
for open-loop voltage gain yields a more general expression 
that describes the amplifier's open-loop performance in 
terms of its intrinsic characteristics. This equation would 
have units of ohms and would be better identified as a 
complex impedance, or transimpedance, Zr= 

z Ry 
T I+ jmRyCy. 

This is the true measure of performance for CFAs. It is now 
obvious why the amplifier is known as "current-feedback." 
The output voltage is responsive to a current at the low 
impedance inverting input node (the emitter of Q1) that 
interacts with the open-loop transimpedance, Z... 
Furthermore, the open-loop response of the amplifier is 
completely described by the DC transresistance, Ry, and the 
compensation capacitor, Cy, which is called the 
transcapacitance. Rr interacts with c;. to form the open-loop 
pole. This is graphically depicted in Figure 6. 

FIGURE 6. Open-Loop Transimpedance. 
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The ordinate axis has the dimension of ohms and is scaled 
logarithmically. 

Having described the CF A with just two components sug
gests a simplified version of the half-circuit used for analy
sis. Figure 7 shows a convenient model that has all the 
essentials necessary for quick hand calculations. The invert
ing buffer preserves the sense of the signal as it is amplified 
by the ~ stage in Figure ~-

+In 

FIGURE 7. CFA Model for AC Analysis. 

When determining which op amp to use for an application, 
comparisons with voltage-feedback amplifiers will inevita
bly be made. Presumably the closed-loop gain is known, 
which means that a feedback network can be established. 
Therefore, the open-loop voltage gain can be calculated for 
the CF A and a fair comparison with VF A can be established. 

Note that the analysis described here is based on a fairly 
simple CUIICDt-feedback topology. Although the design of 
integrated circuit CF As has become more sophisticated, the 
open-loop ttansimpedance approach (Zr) is still valid. 

CLOSED-LOOP PERFORMANCE 
The closed-loop response of the CFA can be described by 
using classical analysis: 

Aa. Av where p- Ro 
-~+Av•P Rp+Ro 

Substituting for Av yields the following expression: 

RT•---
RE 1 + jmR-rCT ACL - --='--=-""---..:...--=---

1 + Rp + jmRpCT 
!:r_. RT 
Rp 1 + jmR-rCT 

Open-Loop Gain 
Loop Gain 

The loop gain, of course, limits the accuracy of the closed
loop gain. Note that R.r>>Rp (typically Ry 1 OOk and Rp<Sk), 
therefore the equation can be easily simplified to: 

A 
Rp+R 0 

CL = --"---=-•----
Ro 1 + jmRpCT 

W;!AR-!!!!met.1:1~ 
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The DC value of closed-loop gain is set by the feedback 
network, while the closed-loop pole is determined by the 
interaction of the transcapacitance with the feedback resis
tor. This latter term is what gives the CFA its much touted 
characteristic of gain-independent bandwidth. 

A closer look at the unsimplified equation for the closed
loop gain helps to clarify this property. The DC portion of 
open-loop gain in the numerator is modified by the parallel 
combination of the feedback network, which changes with 
desired closed-loop gain. As long as Rp is kept constant, the 
loop gain expression in the denominator does not vary, nor 
do any of the frequency dependent terms. 

Figure 8 illustrates graphically that the open-loop gain curve 
slides vertically to keep the closed-loop intercept frequency 
constant. Since Rp is kept constant, the area of the curve 
above the closed-loop gain stays constant. 

logCll 

FIGURE 8. Variation of Open-Loop Gain. 

The closed-loop gain expressions have been expressed as a 
ratio, of the feedback resistor to the equivalent feedback 
network. This can be verified algebraically as: 

!f__ Rp Rp + Ro 

Re ( Rp • Ro )- Ro 
Rp+Ro 

,:bus, the open-loop gain varies directly with the closed-loop 
gain for changes in Re as long as Rp is kept constant. 
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NONIDEAL CONSIDERATIONS 
The assumption that the re of Q1 can be neglected has limits. 
For ease of analysis, Figure 6 bas been redrawn to include it 
·as a finite input resistance, Rm· (Figure 9). Note that Rm is 
internal to the CFA terminals. 

+In 

-=-

FIGURE 9. CFA Model Modified for Finite R,N. 

The open-loop gain equation can be modified by inspection, 
while a new closed-loop gain equation can again be derived 
using the classical approach. 

Av RT •----
RE + R1N I+ jroRTCT 

A Rp+Ro I 

a. ~o • l+j1 Rp+ R; )er 
RIN decreases the open-loop gain but riot its corner fre
quency. On the other hand, Rm does not affect the DC 
closed-loop gain but does modify the intercept frequency. In 
practice, Rm includes more than just the dynamic emitter 
resistance-it also includes bulk resistances that are in series 
with the inverting input, as well as parasitic resistances 
external to the amplifier. Obviously, Rm should be as low as 
possible to get the maximum benefit from a CFA. 

The modified equations lead to some practical generaliza
tions when using CFAs. The first is that the open-loop gain 
bas a theoretical maximum and this can be conveniently 
estimated as: 

A =RT•----
V(max) - Rm 1 + jroR~T 

This is an ideal value that can never be reali7.ed since any 
feedback network. will automatically reduce the open-loop 
gain. However, it is useful for estimating a CFA's merits 
against a particular VFA. 
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The second generalization is that the closed-loop bandwidth 
will become gain-bandwidth limited when 

R 
~:1!::Rp <::::>RIN :1!::Re 

The latter expression makes use of the fact that the feedback 
factor~ p, is a function of the feedback network resistors. 

Once this limit has been reached, the CFA can be associated 
with a gain-bandwidth product, GBW. 

GBW=-
1
-

RINCT 

The graph in Figure 10 shows an asymptotic approach to 
estimating a CFA's closed-loop response. 

(AuP,-r1 log CD 

FIGURE 10. CFA Closed-Loop Performance. 

To be technically accurate, it should be pointed out that the 
inverting input is characterized by an impedance, ZN, which 
does vary with frequency. Fortunately, the resistive portion, 
R1N• dominates over most of the CFA' s useful bandwidth. At 
high frequency, the inverting input impedance increases, 
which only further degrades the closed-loop performance, 
although the extent of the increase is generally well under an 
order of magnitude. 

FREQUENCY COMPENSATION 
The analysis so far has centered on the gain versus frequency 
performance without taking. into account any phase shift 
considerations. Excess phase plagues the CFA just as it does 
the VFA. The open-loop transimpedance curve of Figure 6 
depicts a single.:pole response which would have only 90° of 
phase shift. Parasitic poles introduce additional phase shift 
to the open~loop phase response. Figure 11 displays the 
more complete open-loop transfer curves-both magnitude 
and phase. 

nA•m· Burr-Brown IC Applications Handbook J:3@ 
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FIGURE 11. CFA Open-Loop Transfer Curves. 

Since the feedback network sets the open-loop gain for the · 
CF A, it also sets the phase margin, cl>M. This is the crucial 
factor that actually detennines the selection of the feedback 
network resistors. 

The significance of phase margin would benefit from a brief 
review of its properties. Phase margin for operational ampli
fiers is measured at that frequency, fu, where an amplifier's 
open-loop voltage gain has fallen to unity. It is the difference 
between the open-loop phase shift and -180°, where the 
amplifier woll;ld lose negative feedback and become un
stable. 

cl>M =cl>(fu)-(-480°) 

The concept of phase margin is best illustrated by plotting 
unity gain frequency response curves as phase margin is 
varied (Figure 12). 

As the plot shows, the optimum value for phase margin is 
600. This gives ·the desirable-combination of broad band
width with flat frequency response. Note that an amplifier 
with 90° of phase margin, which implies a lack of excess 
phase, has a -3dB bandwidth less than half of the optimum 
response. r.RR•mct Elj$L Bu"-Brown IC Applications Handbook 

UNITY GAIN FREQUENCY RESPONSE va 
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FIGURE 12. Phase Margin's Effect on Frequency Response. 

A more general way of looking at this is to make the 
observation that the closed-loop response can be extended if 
the open-loop phase has fallen 120° at f1, the frequency 
where the asymptote for closed-loop gain intersects the 
open-loop gain curve. 

In VF As, the phase margin is set by design and the user does 
not change iL There are a few amplifiers which allow access 
to the high impedance node to tailor compensation, but these 
are in the minority. In general, VF As break out into two 
categories-compensated and decompensated. 

The compensated amplifiers allow· operation at unity gain 
but at the expense of bandwidth in higher gains. Decompen
sated, or undercompensated, amplifiers must be operated in 
gains greater· than unity bµt have a higher gain-bandwidth 
product In' either case, the phase margin is predetermined. 

For the CFA, phase margin is set by the user via the 
feedback network. However, rather than use phase margin as 
the design criterion,. higher performance can be attained by 
making use of the general observations regarding phase shift 
and bandwidth. In other words, guarantee that the open-loop 
phase bas fallen 120° at f,. 

The mechanics are rather straightforward because, as illus
trated in Figure 8, varying the feedback network causes a 
simple vertical translation of the open-loop gain curve. The 
open-loop pole does not move and so the attendant open
loop phase shift is unaffected The excess phase shift is also 
insensitive to the feedback network change. Thus, selection 
of a desired phase shift automatically sets the intercept 
frequency. · 

Once the intercept frequency, ~. is determined, so is the 
magnitude of transimpedance, Zr(~). This is depicted graphi
cally in Figure 11 by following the dashed lines up from the 
open-loop phase curve to the intersection with the open-loop 
transimpedance curve. 
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To real.ire the benefit of the-120° phase shift, the feedback 
network has to be selected so that the open-loop gain equals 
the closed-loop gain at ~-.A convenient way to visuali7.e this 
problem is to concentrate on the essentials of the model in 
Figure 9.· 

The· CFA model can be. simplified further by ignoring the 
inverting buffer and focusing on that portion of the circuit • 
which provides gain. In Figure 13 the CFA model has been 
reduced to an elementary transistor amplifier. The gain for 
this circuit is 

+In 

FIGURE 13. Elementary Amplifier. 

The goal. therefore, is to select the necessary f eedba~k 
network so that A, equals the desired closed-loop gain. 
Since z.. has previously been defined as a complex imped
ance, direct substitution yields a closed form solution. 

l+ j27tfiRTCT 

RE+RIN 

which can be reduced to a less bulky equation: 

1 Rm Rp=------
- 27tfiCT p 

Not surprisingly, this expression conforms to the plot of 
CFA closed-loop performance (Figure 10) •. For low gains, 
the R1N tenn is negligible and Rp is set by f1• As closed-loop 
gain increases and Ru.IP can no longer be neglected. Rp 
should be adjusted according to the equation to maintain 
optimum performance. When Rp approaches zero, the CF A 
is becoming gain-bandwidth limited and the intercept fre
quency must be lowered. 
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MODEL REPRESENTATION 
The single transistor model of Figure 9 is a satisfactory 
vehicle to provide intuitive insighL It is by no means an 
accurate representation of the CFA but offers a good visual 
aid for the user. 

A more generally accepted model for the CFA is depicted in 
Figure 14. This model is a very faithful rendition of the CFA 
from a block diagram standpoinL It can accurately account 
for the bipolar input and output swings that are possible with 
the CFA's complementary symmetry. 

Comparing it to Figure 4, it is readily apparent that the unity 
gain buff er at the input is an accurate portrayal of the input 
stage between the input pins. The finite input resistance, ~. 
is included for completeness. 

FIGURE 14. Block Diagram CFA Model. 

The current-controlled current source, IiN• translates the 
current from the inverting input to the open-loop 
transimpedance, again composed of ~ and C,.. The unity
gain buffer provides a low impedance source to the external 
load. 

Either of the models is sufficient to appreciate the CFA and 
its performance features. Figure 9 bears a strong resem
blance to the ancestral antecedent of the CFA while the latter 
is more readily adaptable to generating a SPICE macromodel. 

Other properties of the CFA are· apparent when studying 
these models. The slew rate is limited by the current avail
able to charge the transcapacitance. Decreasing (RIN + Rs> 
will certainly benefit slew performance. Minimizing Cr will 
increase slew rate as well as the small-signal performance. 

fiBB•BRCJWN• 
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Potential for trouble exists when parasitic capacitance is 
present at the inverting input This parasitic capacitance can 
be the result of poor layout techniques, inappropriate use of 
a socket or even the wrong package. If Cp is the lumped 
parasitic capacitor, the open-loop gain will become: 

Av 
Ry l+jmRECP 

RE+ RIN • (1 + jmRyCy )(1 + jm RE. RIN Cp) 
RE+RIN 

This expression has added a zero and a pole to the transfer 
function. The zero will always occur before the pole and can 
be the source of trouble in some cases. If instability arises 
because of Cp, move the closed-loop pole to a lower fre
quency by adjusting the feedback network. 

To model excess phase, the addition of a delay line can be 
more expedient than trying to add multiple poles and zeroes 
to the open-loop transimpedance. The modified transfer 
function is still quite compact 

. Zy Ry •e-jmYo 
l~jmRTCY 

The exponential adds phase shift without affecting magni
tude. A reasonable technique is to use the phase shift at the 
highest intercept frequency the circuit is expected to encoun-
ter. ; 

1 
To f!>(f• )-900 

21tfi. ;600 

Here, subtracting 90° from the open-loop phase, fl>(~), re
moves the phase shift due to the open-loop pole. 

DATA SHEET SPECIFICATIONS 
The open-loop transimpedance teOllS, Rr and C,., and the 
input resistance, RIN, have already been identified as neces
sary features to describe a CFA. Additionally, the open-loop 
transimpedance and phase versus frequency curves should 
be provided as well. 

The block diagram presentation of Figure 14 suggests the 
other specifications that should not be overlooked. The 
presence of a buffer between the noninverting and inverting 
inputs of the CFA guarantees that the input characteristics 
will not match. This is the main difference between the VF A 
and the CFA data sheets. 

The VF A data sheet typically specifies the power supply and 
common-mode rejection for the offset voltage only. The 
input bias currents are also subject to disturbances from 
these sources but good VFA design encourages matching 
impedances at the inputs to mask the effects. 

The CFA does not have the privilege of bias current match, 
so the same effects that are specified for the off set voltage 
need to be measured for the two input currents. In particular, 
the inverting input, which is the true signal input is often the 
biggest source of error. It is not uncommon to see a CFA 
constrained to operate in an inverting gain configuration to 
circumvent common-mode effects. 
fiRR•m• 
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It is not very common practice to specify power supply 
rejection for each supply separately but, for the CFA. it is 
essential. The complementary devices, NPN and PNP, should 
not be expected to match each other closely and usually the 
PNPs are the weaker. PSR measured with tracking supplies 
typically tend to partially cancel the errors. Real world 
applications usually rely on independent positive and nega
tive voltage regulators. 

The table below is for a medium performance CFA and 
exemplifies the amount of detail that should be provided. 

PARAMETER TYP UNIT 

INPUT OFFSET VOLTAGE 
lnltlal 6 mV 

v1 Tcmperatwe 8 µVl°C 
vo Common-modo 60 dB 
VI SUpply'(Traclclng) 85 dB 
VI SUpply (Non-tracking) 60 dB 

+INPUT BIAS CURRENT 
Initial 6 pA 

VI Tomporalure 30 nAl"C 
VI Common·modo 200 nAN 
VO Supply (Tracking) 50 nA/V 
VO Supply (Non-tracking) 150 nA/V 

-INPUT BIAS CURRENT 
Initial 25 pA 

VI Tomperature 300 nAl"C 
VI Common-modo 200 nAN 
VI Supply (Tracking) 300 nAN 
VI Supply (Non-lracklng) 1500 nA/V 

INPUT IMPEDANCE 
+Input 6Mll2 onpF 
-Input 30112 OllpF 

OPEN-LOOP TRANSIMPEDANCE 
Tranan,aiatanco 440 kO 
Tran11eapacitance 1.8 pF 

OUTPUT CHARACTERISTICS 
Vollago 12 V 
Currant 150 mA 
Output roail1anco, Opon-loop 70 Q 

TABLE I. Source: BB OPA603 Data Sheet 

SPICE SIMULATION 
The combination of declining hardware costs with increas
ing computing horsepower has made circuit simulation a 
required part of the design cycle. This has forced the op amp 
vendors to supply the macromodels for their product offer
ings. 

These simulation tools have been offered in varying degrees 
of complexity, from the simple Boyle model.to simplified 
circuit models, which utilize full transistor models in the 
signal path. There has been a growing consensus that this 
latter approach is necessary for the high bandwidth amplifi
ers. 
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There can be no doubt that having these models available 
helps to fill in the gaps from incomplete data sheets. Al
though the 'inodels may not necessarily be configured for 
worst case process extremes. there may · be some perf or
mance peculiarities that can be,discovered through their use. 
The pitfall to be aware of is that even the simplified circuit 
models l!enemlly idealize the biasinl! circuitry. which may 
mn.-.k some second order PSR and CMR effecLi;. 

Figure 15 shows two alternative simulation schemes. In 
Figure I 5n. the CFA is driven open-loop to measure the 
open-loop lransimpedance and input resistance. This re
quiw.f two separate simulations. The first uses a voltage
controlled current source to find the de value of inverting 
input current to servo the output to zero. The second pass is 
the ac simulation to actually measure the transimpedance. 

-:-

FIGURE 15a. Open-Loop Si
1

mulation. 

Figure I ~b uses a zero volt battery to measure the inverting 
input current while the op amp is in a closed-loop configu
ration. This measures an effective. transimpedance that in
cludes the common-mode effect. 

-:-

-:-

FIGURE 15b. In Circuit Measurement. 

240 

The circuit of Figure 15a was simulated with the following 
listing: 

* CURRENT-FEEDBACK OPEN-LOOP SIMULATION* 
* file: CFA-OL.CIR· 
***** Simulation Commands***** 
.options noecho nomod numdgt=S 
.op 
.ac dee 20 10 200meg 
.probe 
***** Library Files***** 
.lib burr brn.lib 
***** Circuit Listing***** 
vp 7 0 15 
vm 4 0 -15 
*ginv 2 0 6 0 -1 
inv.2 0 de -38.3pa ac 1 
x603 0 2 7 4 6 opa603 
rl 6 0 100k 
.end 

Figure 16a is the plot of input resistance as measured by 
dividing the ac voltage by the ac current. Note that for the 
useful frequency range of the amplifier (roughly 100MHz). 
R1N varies less than 100. The open-loop transimpedance is 
displayed in Figure 16b. Here the magnitude has fallen from 
a DC value of 790k0 to l .5k0 at 51.6MHz. which is where 
the open-loop phase has fallen to -I 20°. 

MEASURING INWRTING INPUT IMPEDANCE 

•CUR1WfT-OPCN-LOOf'SIM.ATION' 

:-0 

~ 

·• 

!G 

,o I ' ~t i + 
----~-! 

~c& ,illii IQ<n .1CPQi ,iSii ,iSii ,~I 
i!l.:..C:QlllllOIWI ·- I Ct• 100000. z.i4;77 

I 
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FIGURE 16a. ·Measuring the Inverting Input Impedance. 

MEASURING OPEN-LOOP TRANSIMPEDANCE 

FIGURE 16b. Measuring Open-Loop Transimpedance. 
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The circuit of Figure 15b was simulated with the following 
listing: 

* CURRENT-FEEDBACK CLOSED-LOOP SIMULATION * 
* file: CPA-CL.CIR 
***** Simulation Comnands ***** 
• options noecho nomod 
• ac dee 20 1000 200meg 
.probe 
***** Libraxy Files ***** •, 
.lib burr_brn.lib 
***** Circuit Listing·***** 
vp 7 0 15 
vm 4 0 -15 
vin 3 O de O ac 1 
x603 3 inv 7 4 6 opa603 
vinv inv 2 de 0 
rf 6 2 1450 
rg 2 0 1450 
.end , 

The plot in Figure 17 sho~s the intersection of the open-loop 
gain curve with the closed-loop gain asymptote which oc
curs at 45.7MHz. The open-loop phase has the value of 
-1200 at this frequency and the broadbanding of the closed
loop gain is quite evident Note the technique used to 
generate the open-loop gain curve. 

The equation relies on · the calculation of open-loop 
transimpedance (via the current in the b_attery) vyhich is 
divided by the sum of th~ equivalent feedback ~tworlc plus 
the input resistance. · · 

IAvl jzTcq 
RE+RIN 

vm(outpul) 
im(battery) 

RE +R1N 

MEASURING TRANSIMPEOANCE lN CIRCUIT 

,_ I Ct• d.'1111111, ·-1 
Q• ,.-. ams 

FIGURE 17. Slope Intercept Curves for CFA Circuit. 
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MEASUREMENT CIRCUITS 
If companies· could ship only simulation files to their cus
tomers, life would be so easy. Sooner or later, a reality check 
has to be made. The following circuits have been proven to 
be quite reliable for measuring the CFA perfonnance param
eters • 

The'· 1ow impedance of the inverting input node presents a 
special problem for the test engineer. Conventional op amp 
test circuits cannot easily separate the individual parameter 
variations. The most logical solution is to test the CFA with 
a current mode test circuit 

Figure 18 shows the basic current pump topology used in the 
DC test circuit It consists of a JFET input op amp, a P
channel-MOSFET and a unique current reference circuit 
which includes two very accurate current sources and a high 
precision current mirror. 

F\ 

REF200 

-=-

FIGURE 18. Current Pump Topology. 

The high gain of the JFET input op amp (VFA) constrains 
its inverting input to stay at null ground by controlling the 
current flowing through the MOSFET. If V m is positive, a 
current equal to V n1RiN is shunted to the current mirror 
inpuL ff V1N is negative, a matching V1r/Rm is provided by 
the 100µ.A current source, ls1, and the input to the current 
mirror decreases. This is an inverting current pump, a 
positive voltage causes the output to sink current and a 
negative input causes the output to source current. 
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The full test circuit is shown in Figure 20. The input offset 
voltage of the DUT is measured directly by the instrumen
tation amplifier, A1• The RC filters, minimize noise and 
pro~ ~e inputs of A1 from overload transients. 

Amplifier Ai maintains the common-mode bias by forcing 
the current pump (A,, M1, IC1) to keep the noninverting 
input of the DUT equal to the input, V CM• The output of A,, 
driving the lOOkil input resistor to the current pump is a 
measure of +lb. 

Amplifier A.. constrains the Dur output to be the negative 
of the input voltage, V r, by forcing the current pump (A,, M2, 

ICJ to drive the low impedance inverting input The amount 
of inverting current drive is reflected by the output of A,.. 

All DC parameters, including Itr and RiN• can be measured 
independently and directly. When adapted to a measurement 
card for the HP Semiconductor Analyzer, the test parameters 
can be displayed as slopes to determine the limits of linear
ity. 

Figure 19 details an open-loop transimpedance test circuit 
which, when mated with a network analyzer, will provide 
the open-loop frequency response curves. 

The input ladder network divides the input by 20,000 to 
provide a low current level signal to the inverting input of 
the our. The 5000 value for the input resistor dominates 
the small but finite input resistance of the CF A. The A, 

0.2µF 

60Q· 

FIGURE 19. Open-Loop Frequency Response Test Circuit. 
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integrator servos the output to zero by sensing the our 
output and feeding a small current back to the inpuL Ai 
buffers the DlJT. output and drives the son input of the 
network analyzer. 

The only caveat is to take into account the gain and phase 
rolloff of A,,. Automated network analyzers allow for com
pensation by storing an "offset" sweep which is subtracted 
from the actual signal sweep. 

Although the network analyzer will scale the output in dB, 
the transimpedance can be detennined by using the follow
ing equation: 

ZT = 500• log-I( dB ~itude) 

The ttanscapacitance can be found by extrapolating the 
open-loop pole. 

CONCLUSION 
Cf As are not difficult to comprehend and work with if the 
basic relationships between Itr, Cr, Rm and open-loop phase 
are kept in mind. The lack of balanced input nodes require 
extra care be taken with applications requiring DC accuracy. 
Siomlation is a wonderful tool for the early design stages but 
only actual measurements will grant peace of mind. 
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Aa:OPA177 
Poi:OPA621 

NOTE: (1) Short theao points 
to compenaalo test clrcull. 
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FIGURE 20. Current Mode CFA Test CircuiL 
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ULTRA HIGH-SPEED ICs 
By Klaus Lehmann, Burr-Brown lnlernalional GmbH 

OPA660 current 
Foodback Ampllflef 

QUASI-IDEAL CURRENT SOURCE 
In addition to their actual operation parameter 
transconductance, active electronic key components such as 
vacuum tubes, field effect transistors, and bipolar transistors 
demonstrate diverse negative parameters. In applying the so
called Diamond structure. the user can obtain an improved 
current source with reduced disturbance parameters, as well 
as a programmable transconductance independent of tem
perature. Standard applications for the Diamond current 
source (DCS) can be found in buffers, operational amplifiers 
with voltage or current feedback, and transconductance 
amplifiers. The DCS simplifies the design of electronic 
circuits with bandwidths of up to 400MHz and slew rates of 
3000V/J.LS with a low supply current of several mA. 

COMPONENT 

Trlodo 

N.JFET 

NPN Translator 

DCS 

OPA660 Straight 
Foward Amplifier 

PARAMETER 

Grid Blas V!)ltage 
Anodo Blas Vollago . 

Grid Curront .. 
Anodo Blas Current 

GJK Resistance 
A/K Realatanco 

Trana Grid Action 

Galo Vollago 
D/S Voltage 
Gato Cunont 

D Blas Curront 
G/S Real8tanco 
D/S Resistance 

Inverso AmpOOcatlon 

Basia Voltage 
KJEVoltago 

Basia Current 
K Blas Cunont 
B/E Roal11anca · 
K/EResiaw,ca 

111VOf'8G Amplllcallon 

v_1 
v_ ... , 
~ 
R,. 
Ra 
VAJt 

TYPICAL VAWE 

Oto tOV 
20totkV 
nAtopA 
pAtoA 

kiltoMQ 
kn to MO 
1 to20% 

Oto-tOV 
Oto 100V 
fAtopA 
pAtoA 

MOloGO 
kn lo MO 
11010% 

o.stoo.av 
O.SlotOOV 
pAtomA 
pAtoA 

kn 
kn 

O.t tot% 

-2to+2mV 
ov 

nAtopA 
pA 

killoMO 
kn 

<0.1% 

VOLTAGE-CONTROLLED CURRENT SOURCES 
For analog signal processing, especially current or voltage 
gain, previous electronic circuit techniques primarily used 
vacuum tubes, while today they use field effect or bipolar 
transistors. The triode illustrated in Figure 1 is representa
tive of the various vacuum tubes, while the N-cbannel FET 
represents the FET variations (junctions, insulated gates, 
depletion, enhancements, P-channels, and N-channels), and 
a NPN transistor represents the range of bipolar transistors. 
Triodes, N-J FETs, and NPN transistors are compared with 
the Diamond current source (DCS). The common elements 
of'all of these active elements are nelatively high-imped
ance input electrode 1 (grid, gate, basis), a low-~ce. 

TABLE I. Typical Disturbance Parameters of the Voltage
Controlled Current Sources. 
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input and output electrode 2 (cathode, source, emitter), and 
a high-impedance output electrode 3 (anode, drain collec--
tor). Thus all of these elements can be treated as special 
voltage-controlled current sources (VCCS -= Voltage-Con
trolled Current Source). The limitation .. special" refers to 
the low-impedance input and output electrode 2. The most 
important relation between the electrodes l, 2, and 3 is the 
transconductance gm. For instance, the transconductance 

Triade 

VflcO(Vfl+DVal>O 

18 a K (Vfl+ rN.>"• 
dl8 3K~ 

gm• !Nfl •2 fl+ • 

Ka0.001; D • 0.05 

(mAl~•- · ·_· 
30 v.,,. 
25 - -1V 
20 -w 
15 ~-
10 -6V 
5 v,,. 

50 1~ 150 200 (V) 

.. (mA) 
v,,. 12 

10 
8 
6 
4 
2 

(V) -5 -4 -3 -2 -1 

(V) -5 -4 -3 -2 -1 

N•J•FET 

l,i•IWo.11 +>.V.Jt2tv,,.-v,1-v.,1 

l,i•ll(1 +lV.Jtv,,.-V,'/ 

'Ill•:: •211(1 +>.V,,.)CV,,.-V,l .. 
Ila 2.258E-3;). a 21.3fE-3; V, a -2 

(mA) ... 

10 

8 

6 

4 

2 t~-~~-v. 
1 2 3 4 

... 

-v,. 

(V)-2 -1.5 -1 -0.5 

s (V) 

(mA) 

10 

8 
4 
2 

(mAN) 

10 
8 

8 
4 

..y 2 
' 

(V) -2 -1.5 -• -0.5 

describes the change of the output signal (V 0uJ dependent 
upon the input signal (V iJ. 

Your= VIN X gm X Raur (l) 

To operate each VCCS, it is necessary to adjust the DC 
quiescent cunent or voltage individually (see Figure l). 

NPN-Tllllllislor 

i.• 1.11- v.,. - v,.,. )(ev,.,.N,_.v.,.N'l 
V,-, VM 

gm• err •• .1. 0v.,.N, 
IN,.,. V, 

'9• 1.56E-18;V_., • 88;VM • 3 

(mA) '-
10 

8 0.826V v.,. 
6 0~ 

4 0.815V 

2 
0.804V 
0.7e/SV v .. 

1 2 3 4 s (V) 

(mA)Li.' 10 y 
8 1V...W 
6 
4 

2 v.,. 
0.2 0.4 0.8 0.8 1 (V) 

(mAN) gm 

400 

300 

200 

100 

0.72 0.78 0.80 0.84 (V) 

ccs 

ls•YuX'lll 

grn • 2K1 v, 
K• 0.81;V, • 25.9mV 

+la OM) 

• 10 --vu 
-Y» 

.. - +V,a 

M -4 -41 -t +t .a ~ M .. ----to l'M)-
-la 

+la (mA) 
.. 

(mA) 

(gm) 

160 

._ 
1.-

___ ......,. ____ _ 

-Vu U.:.vll 
(mV) GO .CO 20- + 20 .CO 60 (mV) 

FIGURE 1. Comparison Between Voltage-Controlled Current Source (VCCS) and Diamond.Current Source (DCS). 
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fnput Input I Roal VCCS I OUlpUl 
Signal I Compensation ! ldoal VCCS ! CompGMatlon 

I I I . . : -------------r------y-----------7 
Oul!Q 
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I 

I 
I 13 I. Von 
I . 

I 
I 

F\ 

FIGURE 2. Internal and External Substitute Circuitry of a Voltage-Controlled Current Source. 

Figure 2 illustrates the inner and outer substitute circuitry of 
a voltage-controlled current source VCCS. According to the 
circuitry, the VCCS (1, 2, 3) consists of an inner ideal VCCS 
()', 2', 3') with transconductance gm and a row of inner 
disturbance parameters (V', I', R'), which determine, among 
other things, the adjustment of the DC poinL Table I shows 
a rough overview of the disturbance parameters. Almost all 
disturbance parameters are subject to tolerances between 
units and show dependent temperature behavior. 

Figure 2 also illustrates the correction parameters (V om• 
V om• 1e,ASi' and 1i,IAS3), which are required primarily to 
compensate the internal disturbance parameters. The correc
tion parameters, however, do not correct the effects of the 
internal disturbance parameters (R'12, R'32) and the output 
voltage feed-through V'r3,• Roughly stated, at least 50% of 
the design time for electronic circuit techniques goes toward 
dealing with the problem of compensation. Thus in complex 
circuits, the connection between the function parameter gm 
and the various disturbance parameters requires more and 
more modifications in circuit variations. If a VCCS without 
disturbance parameters was available for users, the huge 
variety of electronic circuit techniques could be reduced. 

THE "IDEAL" CURRENT SOURCE 
The macro element operational transconductance amplifier 
(OT A) and operational amplifier (OA) contain circuit parts 
for reducing the previously mentioned disturbance param
eters. The feedback operation necessary with these amplifi
ers- i.e. the application of a control loop with its unavoid
able delay time (phase delays)- causes significantly re
duced time and frequency domain perfonnance compared to 
the VCCS. Straight-forward amplifiers are thus more wide
banded than feedback amplifiers. An operational amplifier 
OA, as shown in Figure 3, consists of the series connection 
of an OT A with a buffer B. The OTA is a voltage-controlled 
current source VCCS, in which the electrode 2 can be used 
"only" as a high-impedance inpuL Because of this distinc
tion, the OT A can only be used with an external feedback 
loop. In contrast to conventional operational amplifiers with 
voltage feedback as shown in Figure 3, the current-feedback 
OA contains an OT A with low-impedance input and output 
2-i.e. the previously represented "ideal" VCCS. The Dia-

246 

mood circuit, illustrated in Figure 4, opens up the possibility 
of implementing the quasi-ideal VCCS (2). In the ideal case, 
in which NPN and PNP transistors are identical, the distur
bance parameters VOPPI', vom'• IBIASI', and IBIAS3

1 disappear. 
But in real circuits, of course, this is not the case. The 
remaining parameter values are, however, much smaller in 
comparison with a conventional VCCS (compare VCCS 
with DCS in Figure 1 and Table O. In the modulation range 
being examined, from I, = ±lOmA, the transconductance 
varies from 120 to 160mAN as opposed to Oto 350mAN. 
This means that the improved VCCS (designated DCS from 
now on) causes a reduction in signal distortion. 

VOUT 

-.:-

FIGURE 3. Operational Amplifiers as Series Connection 
Between OTA and Buffer. 

FIGURE 4. VCCS with Diamond Structure. 
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PROGRAMMABLE TRANSCONDUCTANCE 
Conventional VCCSs allow the transconductance to be 
adjusted depending upon the quiescent current In the DCS, 
the transconductance is adjusted primarily with the current 
sources l'Q (see Figure 4). For this adjustment, one effective 
method is to create a current source control (Figure 5). 

Using the resistor ~. the quiescent current l'Q or IQ and thus 
the transconductance gm can be fixed The temperature 
function of gm (due to VT = f(T)) is compensated for by 
corresponding variations of IQ. For RQ • oo, IQ • 0 and gm 
• 0, and VCCS is switched off. In contrast to the conven
tional VCCS, the DCS functions in two quadrants at the 
input and in four at the output. In the VCCS. the 
transconductance is fixed by the choice of DC points within 
the usable modulation range, while the transconductance in 
the DCS is largely independent of the modulation and can be 
adjusted with the external resistor ~-

gm = dl/dV 11 is negative for all VCCSs. In contrast. the 
transconductance gm = dI/dV 11 of the DCS is positive. As 
previously mentioned, the following standard applications 

---------oVcc 

l'o 

I' 0 

Vy 
l'0 = F\, In (10) 

2Kl0 2K X 181'0 sm=v;-"_v_r_ 

2KX 18X In (10) 
gma 

F\, 

FIGURE 5. Current Source Control with Adjustable Bias 
Current 
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10 

FIGURE 6. The Relations gm= f(RJ and Block Diagram of 
the DCS. 
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are available for the DCS (Figure 7): Buffer (B). Current
Feedback Transconductance Buffer (TB), Transconductance 
Amplifier (TA), Direct-Feedback Transconductance 
Amplifier (TD), Current-Feedback QA (TCC), and Voltage
Feedback OA (TCV). 

OUTLOOK 
To characterize typical dynamic coefficient values (Table 
II). a developed DCS including a SOI package was simu
lated in the circuit shown in Figure 8. Burr-Brown brought 
this DCS onto the market as OPA660. 

LITERATURE 
[l] Ross. D.G. et al; IEEE Journal of solid-state circuits 

86.. vol. 2. p. 331. 

(21 Lehmann, K; Elektronik Industrie 89. vol. 5, p. 99. 
Strom-oder Spannungs-Gegenkopplung? 
(Current or Voltage Feedback? That's the question 
here.) 

FIGURE 8. Circuit for Recording the Dynamic Charac
teristic of a TCC with DCS. 

0.1Vp-p 6Vp-p 4Vp-p 1.4Vp-o 5MHz 
lo ·- ·- SR DG DP 

(mA) (MHz) (MHz) (V/µs) (%) (Degrees) 

2.4 400 330 2850 -0.07 -0.05 
1.2 240 200 1750 -0.06 -0.06 
0.6 140 100 800 -0.05 -0.10 
0.3 80 55 420 -0.03 -0.19 

TABLE II. Typical Dynamic Values of a TCC with DCS 
Corresponding to the Circuit in Figure 8. 
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B TB 

V8 = 1'11 + 1/(gm x FYJa 1 

VIN 
F\z=1/gm 

Vra ;' 1,t1 + 1/(2gm X RiwJ a 1 

V'OUT Vo,r 
F\z= 1/2gm 

-=- -=-

TA TA 
V'OUT VOJT 

+VyA .. Rout'(Ao, + 1/gm) a RourlRa. 

+gm Rour ~ +F\,=Rou-r 
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-=- -=- -Ru= Rour 
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TC TC Rouy/2 + R1N Rour 
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VIN Rour Rour -Vtc= 
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.. _ 2Au, 

VIN f\N (RocnJ2 - 1/(2gm) Rour 
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a-2-

TCC TCC 

Rour 
+Vrcc=1 +-

f\N 
+gm +gm 

Rour 
-Vrcca--

RIN 
VOJT VIN VOUT 

-=-

TCV 
+gm 

3 Rour 
VIN Voor +VTCVat+"i;° 
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-=-
-VTCV a - "i;° 

Ru.' Rour Vour 
V1N 

FIGURE 7. Standard Applications with the DCS. 
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· NEW ULTRA HIGH-SPEED 
. CIRCUIT.TECHNIQUES WITH ANALOG ICs 

By Christian Henn,. Burr-Brown International GmbH 

With the increasing use of current~feedback amplifiers; the 
D~nd Sttucture has come to piay·a key role in today's 
analog circuit technology. Two new macro elements that 
function in this structure are the Diamooo Transistor and its 
abridged version, the Diamond Buffer. These elements can be 
used for both voltage and current control of analog signals up 
to several 100MHz. The OPA660-combines both of these 
elements in one package. Starting with a discussion of the 
technical process requirements for complementary-bipolar 
circuit technology, we would like to focus on the basic and 
functional circuits· of the Diamond Transistor and Buffer. 
These circuits can be used in areas ranging from video signal 
processing and pulse processing in measurement technology 
to interface modules in fiber optic technology. 

SYMBOLS AND TERM_S 
In technical literature, various symbols and terms are used 
to describe the same circuit structure, see Figure 1. Burr
Brown has chosen the transistor symbol with opposed 
emitter arrows. The symbol calls attention to the functional 
similarity of the bipolar and Diamond Transisto~. and the 
double arrows refer to the Diamond Transistor's -comple
mentary construction and the ability to operate it in four 
quadrants. Regardless of how it is depicted, this type of 
structure has a high-impedance input, a low-impedance 
input/output, high transconductance and a high-impedance 
current source outpuL The voltage is transferred with very 
low offset of +7mV from the high-impedance input to the 
low-impedance input/outpuL 

,1-J •-~ v,.~-1,,, 

~ ~Vt~~ 
2 E 

Diamond Transistor 
Voltage.Conllolled Currenl Soun::o 

Transconductor 
Macro Transistor 3 

Current Conveyor II+ ~ 
X ~ 1 

v~•our 
2 

FIGURE I. Symbols and Terms. 
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TECHNICAL PROCESS REQUIREMENTS 
FOR COMPLEMENTARY CIRCUIT TECHNIQUES 
Circuits implemented in push-pull arrangements, in which 
both NPN and PNP transistors are located in the signal path, 
demand a particular high level ·of symnietry in the electrical 
parameters of complementary transistors. See Figure 2. 

The nwst important requirement is that the bandwidths be 
equal, since ~ slower transistor type determines the per
formance capability of the entire circuit The bandwidth of 
an_ integrated bipolar transistor is dependent both upon the 
base transit time and upon various internal transistor resis
tances and p-n junction capacitances. · 

Another important point is the DC performance, which can 
be described best by the parameters saturation current 15, 

current gain BF and early voltage. The Diamond Transistor 
and buffer are manufactured using a complicated process 
with vertically structured NPN and PNP transistors. Table I 
shows the most important parameters of a transistor of size 
111. Two mewlization. layers with a gold surface simplify 
the connection between the circuit· parts. · 

APPLICATION EXAMPLES 
• Wide-bandwidth amplifiers 
• Video signal processing 
• Pulse processing in radar technology 
• Ultrasonic technology 
• Optical electronics 
• Test and communications equipment 

NPN Tranai&tor 

B E B C 

p • Substrate 

llli p• Dopfng 00 Sl&condloxldo 

Im p- Doping BJ Poly-SIiicon (Implanted) 

FIGURE 2. Complementary Bipolar Technique (CBip). 
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PARAMETER NPN PNP DIM 

current Gain 220 115 
Early voltage 66 30 V 
c.,. . 0.26 0.50 pF 
c .. 0.02 0.02 pf 

Ra 540 429 0 

I\ 46 43 0 
Transit Frequency 3.5 2.7 GHz 

• aymmolrlc NPN/PNP pairs • n-epltaxy, p-colloctor lmplantallon 
• complex process ooquonco • complomenta,y B/E r.tructuroa 
•n-cube • Isolation variations 
• P" and n-burled layer 

TABLE I. Process Parameter. 

SIMPLIFIED CIRCUIT DIAGRAM 
OF THE DIAMOND TRANSISTOR 
The OPA660, Figure 3, is a new type of IC which can be 
used universally. It consists of a voltage-controlled current 
source (Diamond Transistor), a complementary offset-com
pensated emitter follower (buffer amplifier, Diamond Buffer), 
and a power supply. This new IC enables users to adjust the 
quiescent current, and through its temperature characteristics, 
it maintains a constant transconductance in the Diamond 
Transistor and Buffer. The emitter follower functions without 
feedback. For this reason, its gain is somewhat less than one 
and is slightly dependent upon the load resistance. The main 
task of the emitter follower is to decouple signal processing 
stages. 

It is distinguished by its extremely short delay time of 250ps 
and an excellent large-signal bandwidth/quiescent current 
ratio. When comparing the Diamond Buffer with the Diamond 
Transistor, it becomes apparent that all aspects of the com
ponents are identical except for the current mirror. The 
Diamond Buffer can thus be called an abridged versiori of 
the Diamond Transistor. 

The Operation Transconductance Amplifier section, or OTA, 
will be referred to as the Diamond Transistor in the follow
ing. Its three pins are named base, emitter, and collector, like 
the pins of a bipolar transistor. This similarity in terms 
points to the basic similarity in function of the two transistors. 
Ideally, the voltage at the high-impedance base is transferred 
to the emitter input/output with minimal offset voltage and 
is available there in low-impedance form. If a cunent flows 
at the emitter, then the current mirror reflects this current to 
the collector by a fixed ratio. The collector is thus a comple
mentary current source, whose current flow is determined by 
the product of the base-emitter voltage and the 
transconductance. Because of the PI' AT (Proportionai to 
Absolute Temperature) power supply, the transconductance 
is independent of temperature and can be adjusted by an 
external resistor. 

Besides these features, the Diamond Transistor and Buffer 
can process frequencies of up to several 100MHz with very 
low errors in the differential phase and gain. Thus, they are 
universal basic elements for the development of complex 
circuits designed to process fast analog signals. Current 
control, voltage control, and operation with or without 
feedback are all possible with the Diamond Transistor and 
Buffer. See Table II. 

PARAMETER UNIT 

OT Transconductance 125mAN 
Offset Voltage +7mV 
Offset Drift 50µvrc 
Input Blaa Current 2.1µA 
Output Blas Currant ±10µA 
Input Roslatanco 1MO 112.1pF 
Output Roslitance 26k0 II 4.2pF 
Olfferunllal Gain 0.06% 
Differential Phaso 0.02% 
Qulasc:ont Current 1·20mA 

TABLE II. Diamond Transistor Parameter. 

C 

(8) 

(1) o-----•""'',__ ____ o-SV (4) 

FIGURE 3. OPA660 Schematic. 
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PTAT POWER SUPPLY 
PT AT biasing-controlled current source with adjustable qui
escent current. Figure 4. 

Each individual transistor stage has a current source as the 
load impedance. Thus. control of the current source allows 
adjustment of the quiescent currenL The adjusted quiescent 
currents and the transistors used determine the 
transconductance of the entire circuiL An external resistor. 
~• fixes the quiescent current We will discuss the exact 
equations for the ratio of the quiescent currents ~ and 
transconductance to ~ in detail later in this paper. 

...---------0 +Vee 

l'a 
V 

l'0 a Ji; In (10) 

l'a l'a 
gm .. .!!!!.!!!. 

l'a Ro 

FIGURE 4. PT AT Power Supply. 

E 
~ -80a.tl 0 c20mA 

AGURE 5. Equivalent Circuit 

FIGURE 6. OPA660 Basic Connection SURR•m~ I E:H$C Burr-Brown IC Applications Handbook 

EQUIVALENT CIRCUIT DIAGRAM 
The user can construct a simple equivalent circuit diagram. 
Figure s. for the Diamond Transistor based on the previous 
descriptions. The complementary emitter follower with an 
input impedance of IMO II 2.lpF at the base pin can be 
regarded as a controlled voltage source. Using the fact that 
an emitter follower is. in principle. a voltage-controlled 
current source whose current flow is dependent upon the 
voltage difference between base and emitter. it is possible to 
detennine the output resistance of the emitter. The output 
resistance can best be approximated as the reciprocal value 
of the transconductance. A quiescent current set at· 20mA 
results in a transconductance of 12SmAN and a low-im
pedance output resistance of 80, which is adjustable but 
stable with temperature. The collector pin performs like a 
complementary current source, with output impedance 
2Sk0 II 4.2pF. The possible positive or negative current flow 
results from the product of the input voltage difference times 
transconductance times current mirror factor, which is fixed 
at A.::: 1 in the OPA660. The model presented here shows 
the similarity to the small-signal behavior of the bipolar 
transistor. 

OPA660 BASIC CONNECTIONS 
AND PINOUT CONFIGURATION 
For trouble-free operation of the OPA660. several basic 
components on the power supply. as well as those compo
nents which defme function, are necessary. See Figure 6. 
The triple configuration of the supply decoupling capacitors 
at pins 4 and 7 guarantees a low-impedance supply up to 
l GHz and supplies the IC during large-signal high-fre
quency operation. The voltage supply is ±SV. resulting in a 
maximum rated output of ±4V. As already mentioned, the 
external resistor }\ between pin 1 and -SV adjusts the 
quiescent current A resistance value of 2500 results in a 
quiescent cwrent of 20mA. Process variations can cause this 
current to vary between 16mA and 26mA. The product data 
sheet illustrates the exact relation between }\ and Iq. As in 
discrete HF (high-frequency) transistors. a low-impedance 
resistor damps oscillation that might arise at the inputs. The 
circuit consists of the pin capacitances and inductances of 
the bond wires. The resonant frequency is between 750MHz 

-------a +Vee 
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and 950MHz. depending upon the package type and layout, 
and is. outside the operating range. Th~. damping resistance 
is between son and soon. depending upon the application. 

TEST CONFIGURATION 
FOR DETERMINING THE DYNAMIC FEATURES 
OF THE DIAMOND TRANSISTOR 
Figure 7 shows the test configuration to determine the 
dynamic features of the Diamond Transistor. The entire test 
system · functions as a 500 transmission system to avoid 
reflections from the input resistances. Various signal gen
erators and indicators can be used depending upon the 
measurement task. The layout of the demo boards used here 
is designed for minimum line length and stray capacitance 
and uses the three-level combination of supply decoupling 
capacitors and son HF-connectors. Burr-Brown offers these 
demo boards to support design engineers during the test 
phase. 

FUNCTION DIAGRAMS 
The diagrams introduce two important characteristics that 
help engineers to understand how the Diamond Transistor 
functions as a voltage-controlled .current source with ad
justable quiescent currenL · 

Figure Sa shows the transfer curve IJV 88 with the quiescent 
current as a parameter. The transconduc~ce increases with 
~e~ing quiescent current 

Figure Sb illustrates the transconductance dependency upon 
the input voltage. It. is clear from this diagram that the 
transconductance of the Diamond Transistor remains more 
stable over the whole input voltage range than that of a 
bipolar ttansistor. 

FIGURE 7. Test Circuit OT A. 

10 

(B)TRANSCONDUCTANCE 
vo INPUT VOLTAGE 

,......,.-----,,--'""'T"-, 200 
I 
I 

I I I 

l-----l..---r 
I I I -+------~-------~-100 I I 

~ : ~ 
mA l ---__..,-~-, ~ 

I 
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-40 OmV 

Vae 

40 -40 

FIGURE 8. OT A Transfer Characteristics. 
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BASIC CIRCUITS WITH THE OPA660 
Listed below are the basic circuits possible with the Dia
mond Transistor: 

• Emitter Circuit 
• Base Cireuit 
• Common Emitter 
• Common Emitter with Doubled Output Current 
• Current-Feedback Amplifier 
• Direct-Feedback Amplifier 

As already mentioned, the signal transmission of the Dia
mond Transistor is the inverse of that of the bipolar transistor. 
The emitter circuit functions in non-inverting mode and the 
base circuit in inverting mode. 

The emitter-collector connection enables the user to increase 
the output current of the emitter follower. Since both currents 
flow in the same direction and the current loop factor A1 of 
the OPA660 equals 1, the output current doubles to ±30mA 
and the output resistance halves. See Figure 9. 

In many applications, the high-impedance collector output is 
a disadvantage. One possible solution to this problem is to 
insert the complementary emitter follower between the 
collector and the output The emitter follower then ensures 
that the load resistance of the collector pin is high and that 
the output of the circuit can drive low-impedance loads. See 
Figure 10. 

The inverting base circuit bas a low-impedance input This 
current input has clear advantages in amplifying outputs of 
sensors which deliver currents instead of voltages. 

Common Colloctor Emitter Follower 
with doublocl 

Curront Output 

VOUT 

FIGURE 9. Emitter-Collection Connection. 

CommonBauo Common Emlt1or 

VIN 
-:-

FIGURE 10. Emitter Follower. 
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Ywr 
, __ 

:t100mV 351MHz 
±300mV 374MHz 
:t700mV 435MHz 
:t1.4V 460MHz 
t2.6V 443MHz 

TABLE III. -3dB Bandwidth vs Output Voltage: . 
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FIGURE 11. Straight Forward Amplifier. 
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FIGURE 12. Straight-Forward Amplifier Frequency 
Response. 
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Figures 11 through 13 show the frequency response attained 
with a gain of 3.85 and the pulse response achieved with an 
input pulse rise time of 1.3ns of the open-loop amplifier 
illustrated in the diagram below. We call this open-loop 
amplifier a "straight forward amplifier." 

With a quiescent current of 20mA and the applied compo
nent values, the -3dB bandwidth of the open-loop amplifier 
is between 350MHz at ±lOOmV and 460MHz at ±1.4V, 
depending upon the output voltage. See Table III. 

The.rise/fall time at the output•is 1.4ns, and ihe maximum 
overshoot is under 10% and settles to less than 1 % after Sos. 
The settling time at 0.1%/lO~bit is 25ns. 

CURRENT-FEEDBACK AMPLIFIER 
Advantages: 

• Fewer transistor stages (signal delay time) . 
• Shorter signal delay time = larger bandwidth. 
• Small-signal bandwidth independent of gain compensa

tion of the frequency response possible with feedback 
resistance instead of capacitance. 

• Complementary-symmetric circuit technique improves 
large-signal performance. 

Disa~vantages: 

• Low-impedan~ inverting input. 
• Asymmetric differential inputs. 
• Low common-mode rejection ratio. 
• Relatively high input offset voltage. 

ADVANTAGES A CF-AMPLIFIER 
HAS WITH THE OPA660 
The -3dB bandwidth stays constant over the entire modula
tion range up to ±2.SV and gains up to 12. Quiescent current 
control guarantees an excellent bandwidth /quiescent current 
ratio .. See Figure 16. 

¾ varies the quiescent current to produce the necessary 
bandwidth. Feedback resistances can optimize frequency 
response over a broad range. This configuration also provides 
excellent pulse behavior, even up to large pulse amplitudes. 
Burr-Brown offers the Current-Feedback Amplifier com
pletely assembled as a small demo board wider the part 
number DEM-OPA660-2GC. . 

AGURE 13. Pulse Behavior of a Straight-Forward Amplifier FIGURE 14. Current-Feedback Amplifier. 
with Compemation. 
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DIRECT-FEEDBACK AMPLIFIER 
Another interesting basic circuit with the OPA660 is the so
called Direct-Feedback Amplifier, Figure 15. The idea of 
using voltage feedback from the collector to the emitter for 
Current-Conveyor structures was suggested for the first time 
a few years ago, and even in test configurations with simple 
Current-Conveyor structures, this design demonstrated ex
cellent RF features. We named this structure the Direct
Feedback Amplifier, due to its short feedback loop across 
the complementary current mirror. As shown in detail with 
the Current-Feedback Amplifier, the open-loop gain of the 
Direct-Feedback Amplifier varies according to the closed
loop gain. This relation causes the product of the open-loop 
gain, V 

0
, and feedback factor, k

0
, to stay constant, while the 

bandwidth also remains independent of the adjusted total 
gain. The cunents at the emitter and collector always flow 
in the same direction. The current from the collector across 
~ causes an additional voltage drop in ~ and counteracts 
the base-emitter voltage. The reduced voltage cliff erence, 
however, c·auses reduced current flow at the emitter and 
across the current mirror at the collector. It functions like 
double feedback and is adjusted by the ratio between ~ and 
~- The Diamond Buff er decouples the high-impedance 
output. 

Burr-Brown offers the Direct-Feedback Amplifier completely 
assembled as a small demo board under the part number 
DEM-OPA660-3GC. 

Figures 17 and 18 show the excellent test results with the 
Direct-Feedback Amplifier. 

Using a quiescent current of 20mA and the given component 
values and compensation at the emitter, it is possible to 
attain 330MHz at ±IOOmV and max 550MHz at ±l.4V 
bandwidth. The frequency response curve is extremely flat 
and shows peaking of ldB only with output signals of 
±2.SV. The voltage gain G is 3. The pulse diagrams shown 
here for small-signal modulation illustrate the excellent 
pulse response. There is no difference in pulse response 
between 300mVp-p and SVp-p. 

The calculated slew rate is 2500V/J.1S during 5Vp-p signals. 
Previously, this slew rate could only be achieved using 
hybrid circuits with a quiescent current between 20mA and 
SOOmA and a voltage supply of ±15V for ±2.SV signals. See 
Table IV. 

AGURE 15. Direct-Feedback Amplifier. 
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VOUT ·-:1:100mV 331MHz 
:1:300mV 362MHz 
:1:700rnV 520MHz 
:1:1.4V 552MHz 
:t2.5V 490MHz 

TABLE IV. -3dB Bandwidth vs Output Voltage. 

FUNCTIONAL CIRCUITS WITH THE OPA660 
• Driver Circuits for Diodes Capacitive/Inductive Loads 

• Operational Amplifiers 

• Line Drivers 

• Integrators/Rectifier Circuits 

• Receiver Amplifier for Pin Diodes · 

• Active Filters 

The new circuit technology really comes into full use, 
however, in applications in which the current is the actual 
signal. Such applications include active filters with Current
Conveyor structures, control of LED and laser diodes, as 
well as control of tuning coils, driver transformers, and 
magnetic heads for analog and digital video recording. 

Data 

TTL 

-Vee -VccOUT 

FIGURE 19. Video Record Amplifier. 

FIGURE 20. Wideband LED Transmitter. 
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VIDEO RECORD AMPLIFIER 
A good way to see the advantages of current control over 
voltage control is to compare them when driving magnetic 
heads in video technology. Analog recording requires high 
linearity, while digital recording demands sharp edges and 
low phase distortion, since the zero crossing point contains 
the relevant information. 

A special recording amplifier is necessary to drive the 
rotating video heads. This amplifier, Figure 19, delivers the 
current to magnetize the tape. The recording current can be 
between lmA and 60mA. depending upon the amplitude, 
type of recording, and type of tape used. The current flowing 
through the video heads must be independent of the frequency 
and load. Current source control can deliver current through 
the load up to the rated output limit, independent of the 
voltage drop. In addition, the recording current is directly 
proportional to the magnetic field intensity and flux density. 
The record drive amplifier for digital signals shown here 
functions in a bridge configuration, in which the inverting 
and non-inverting digital data streams control the signal 
differentially. Bridge operation, and thus a doubled voltage 
range, is necessary because the voltage drop across the load 
inductance exceeds the voltage range of the Diamond Tran
sistor at the 30MHz recording rate and maximum record 
current The common emitter resistor allows simple adjust
ment of the transconductance. 

In previous amplifiers, relays separated the replay and record 
amplifiers when switching from recording to replay. Using 
the OPA660 or the OPA2662, which contains two Diamond 
Transistors with high-current output stages, the IQ (OPA660) 
or EN inputs (OP A2662) can switch the record drive amplifier 
into high-impedance mode. The gate in front of the output 
stage stops the digital data stream. In high-impedance mode, 
the output stage requires very little current 

DRIVER AMPLIFIER FOR 
LED TRANSMISSION DIODES 
The advantages of current control also become apparent 
when driving light-emitting diodes and laser diodes in analog/ 
digital telecomnwnications and in test procedures with 
modulated laser light Using the OP A2662, it will be pos
sible to control laser diodes by a complementary-bipolar 
current source; using the OPA660, it is already possible to 
control LEDs with ±30mA drive current Figure 20 shows 
the circuit implementation. The quiescent current is 20mA 
max when ~ = 2200, and the inputs of both emitter fol
lowers, which are not illustrated in the Figure, are grounded 
through 2200 resistances, since these inputs are not neces
sary in this application. The current mirror consisting of Q

1 
and Q2 sets the quiescent current for the LED, which can 
then be adjusted by P etAS" Two Diamond Transistors wired 
parallel to each other deliver the signal current Diamond 
Transistors can be connected to each other at the collector 
output to increase the output current, which has already 
increased to ±30mA in this configuration. The diode 4148 
protects the transmitter diodes against excessive reverse 
voltages. 
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FIGURE 21. Voltage~Feedback Amplifier. 

OPERATIONAL AMPLIFIER WITH 
VOLTAGE FEEDBACK IN DIAMOND STRUCTURE 
The disadvantages of the Ctment-Feedback Amplifier listed 
above are unbalanced inputs, low-impedance inverting input. 
poor common-mode rejection ratio, and size of the input 
offset voltage. Now, we would like to present a concept 
which integrates the Diamond structure with voltage feed
back in one circuiL An additional buffer transfor~ the 
current feedback of the Current Feedback Amplifier into 
voltage feedback. Figures 21 and 22 illustrate the circuit 
diagram and the extended Voltage-Feedback Amplifier. The 
feedback buff er is -identical to the input section of the 
Diamond• Transistor and forms one· side of the differential 
amplifier, while the Diamond Transistor is the other side. 
Both buffer outputs are connected to Roo, which determines 
the open-loop gain and corresponds to the emitter degenera
tion resistor of a conventional differential stage. 

The output of this differential stage is the collector of the 
Diamond Transistor, which is driven in quasi open-loop 
mode due to the output buffer. Both. inverting and non-

inverting operations are possible. The ratio of the feedback 
resistances determines the closed-loop gain, and the user can 
·attain optimum frequency response by adjusting the open
loop gain externally with !\xi· The frequency response of the 
differential amplifier is equivalent to that of a 2nd order low
pass Butterworth filter with gain. Due to the additional delay 
time in the control loop caused by the feedback buffer, the 
frequency response is poorer than the current feedback by 
30%. The OPA622, which was recently introduced, contains 
a Diamond Transistor and two buffeis. With the output 
current capability of ±lOOmA, this IC can drive several low
impedance outputs. The output buffer has its own supply 
voltage pins to decouple the output stage from differential 
stage and to enable external current limitation. Because of 
the identical high-impedance inputs, the typical offset voltage 
at the output is ±1 mV, and the common-mode rejection ratio 
is over 70dB. These values are excellent results for RF 
amplifiers. 

DRIVER AMPLIFIER FOR 
LOW-~MPEDAN~E TRANSMISSION. LINES 
The ability of ._the Current-Feedback Amp~er to deliver 
±15mA output current makes it a good choice as a driver 
amplifier for low-impedance (500/750) coaxial transmis
sion lines. To transmit the pulse free of reflections, the 
transmission line must be terminated on both sides by the 
characteristic impedance of the line. A resistance in series to 
the output resistance of the driver amplifier, Figure 23, 
matches the output of the amplifier to the line. The total 
resistance of the output and series resistors should be equal 
to the characteristic impedance. The output resistance of 
operational amplifiers rises with increasing frequency. Thus, 
the impedances ate no longer matched and reflections arise 
due to high-frequency components in the signal. The output 
resistance of Current-Feedback Amplifiers rises, for ex
ample, up to 250 ·at 50MHz. 

+Vcco-----+-~------.--...--.....-----, .-----------0 +VEE 

-Vee o--...--_.. _ __.. ___ ___.., __ +-----,-----

BURR•BRCJWNG FIGURE 22. Extended Voltage-Feedback Amplifier. 

256 Burr-Brown IC Applications Handbook • E:IE:11 



· Or, Call Customer Service at 1·800·548·6132 (USA Only) 

DIFFERENTIAL OUTPUT 
The circuit in Figure 24 is well suited to applications with 
larger dynamic ranges, which require a differential output to 
drive ttiax lines. A signal amplitude of ±SV is provided to 
drive a load which is not grounded. The load·could be the 
input resistance of an RF device in an EMC contaminated 
environment Resistances in series to each amplifier output 
match the output to the line. These· resistances are selected 
at somewhat less than half of the characteristic impedance. 
While the rise/fall time and bandwidth do not change, the 
slew rate doubles. 

MONOCHROMATIC MATRIX OR 
B/W HARDCOPY OUTPUT AMPLIFIER 
The inverting amplifier in Figure 25 amplifies the three 
input voltages, which correspond to the luminance section of 
the ROB color signal. Different feedback resistances weight 
the voltages differently, resulting in an output voltage con
sisting of 30% of the red, 59% of the green, and 11 % of the 
blue section of the input voltage. The way in which the 
signal is weighted corresponds to the transformation equa
tion for converting ROB pictures into B/W pictures. The 
output signal is the black/white replay. It might drive a 
monochrome control monitor or an analog printer (hardcopy 
output). 

OPERATIONAL 
TRANSCONDUCTANCE AMPLIFIER (OTA) 
The Diamond Transistor and Diamond Buffer Conn a differ
ential amplifier with two symmetric high-impedance inputs 
with current output This amplifier is also known as the 
Operational Transconductance' Amplifier, Figure 26. In this 
application, ~ sets the open-loop gain. The bipolar current 
output can be connected to a discrete cascade transistor,· 
which enables wideband and high voltage outputs. 

NANOSECOND INTEGRATOR 
One very interesting application using the OPA660 in physi
cal measurement technology is a non-feedback os-integrator, 
Figures 27 and 28, which can process pulses with an amplitude 
of ±2.SV, have a rise/fall time of as little as 2ns, and pulse 
width of more than Sos. The voltage-controlled current source 
charges the integration capacitor linearly according to the 
following equation: 

Vc=VBE•gm•t/C 

Ve = Voltage At Pin 8 
V 118 = Base-Emitter Voltage 
gm = Transconductance 
t = Time 
C = Integration Capacitance 

The output voltage is the time integral of the input voltage. 
It can be calculated from the following equation: 

T 
gm J VO = Output Voltage 

Vo = c V eE dt T = Integration Time 
R• _. ° C = Integration Capacitance 

l"e.ffl Burr-Brown IC Applications Handbook 

FIGURE 23. 500 Driver Amplifier. 
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FIGURE 24. Balanced Driver. 
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FIGURE 25. Monochrome Amplifier. 

FIGURE 26. Operational Transconductance Amplifier. 
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FIGURE 27. Nanosecond Integrator. 
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FIGURE 28. Integrator Performance. 
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COMPARATOR 
An interesting and also cost effective circuit solution using 
the OPA660 as a low jitter comparator is illustrated in Figure 
29. This circuit uses, at the same time, a positive and 
negative feedback. The input is connected to the invening E
input. The output signal is applied in a direct feedback over 
the two antiparallel connected gallium-arsenide diodes back 
to the emitter. A second feedback path over the RC combi
nation to the base, which is a positive feedback, accelerates 
the output voltage change when the input voltage crosses the 
threshold voltage. The output voltage is limited to the 
threshold voltage of the antiparallel diodes. The diagram on 
the right side of Figure 29 demonstrates the low jitter · 
performance of the presented comparator circuit. 

RECTIFIER FOR RF SIGNAL IN THE mV RANGE 
Previously, rectifier diodes were included in the . feedback 
loop of operational amplifier circuits to form ideal diodes for 
accurate detection of small signals in the mV range. In this 
configuration, the slew rate of the operational amplifier fixes 
the maximum frequency which can be rectified. The circuit 
in Figure 30 illustrates a new method of rectifying RF 
signals. The diodes at the current source output direct the 
current either into the load resistance or toward ground The 
output current is zero even during zero crossing, resulting in 
a very soft transfer from one diode to the next. 

Your 

FIGURE 30. RF Rectifier. 

FIG~ 31. Controlled Amplifier. 
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The current source compensates for different voltage drops 
across the diodes up to its maximum rated voltage. It is 
possible to extend this circuit to a full-wave rectifier by 
connecting the second diode, instead to GND, over a resistor 
to GND, to rectify the negative half of the input signal. 

CONTROLLING THE GAIN 
BY ADJUSTING THE BIAS CURRENT 
The transfer curve of the Diamond Transistor demonstrates 
that the transconductance varies according to the quiescent 
current. The circuit, Figure 31, described here uses this 
relation to control the gain. As measurements have shown, 
it is possible to produce a gain range of 20dB, but the 
minimum quiescent current sJtould not fall short of lmA. 
Quiescent currents smaller thari 0.SmA increase the non
linearities to a· value which can no longer be tolerated A 
positive current flowing into the IQ-adjust (pin 1) disables 
the OPA660, the output of which goes into high-impedance 
state. The switch-on period lasts only a few ns, while the 
switch-off time is several µs. The internal capacitances are 
discharged at different speeds according to the load The 
possibility of modulating the bias current dynamically has 
not yet been investigated But based on the internal configu
ration, modulation frequencies up to several kHz should be 
possible. 

PIN DIODE RECEIVER 
Figure 32 illustrates a preamplifier which can recover both 
analog and digital signals for a fiber optic receiver. This 
preamplifier can amplify weak and noisy signal currents and 
convert them into voltage. In this arrangement, the Diamond 
Transistor operates in the inverting base configuration, which 
functions excellently in this application due to its low
impedance current input. In the ideal case, the voltage set at 
the base by the voltage divider appears at the low-impedance 
emitter free of offset errors. The voltage drop above the 

-=-
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diode is adjusted to zero volts. During exposure to light, the 
pin diode functions as a high-impedance current source and 
either delivers current to the emitter or removes current The 
resulting voltage difference between the base and emitter 
controls the collector current. The current gain 'error is 
dependent both upon the dynamic output resistance of the 
pin diode and upon the transconductance of the Diamond 
Transistor. It is possible to achieve current gain factors of 
200 to 400, depending upon the diode and quiescent current 
used. Advantages of this circuit structure include the follow
ing points: 

• The transconductance and speed of the Diamond 
Transistor keep the voltage drop across the.diode low, 
preventing the diode capacitance from increasing with 
the modulation. 1 

• A fixed voltage across the:diode improves the linearity, 
since the sensitivity of the diode varies 'Yith diode 
voltage •.. 

• The capacitance at the emitter is only 2pF. 

• The signal path is short, resulting in a very, ~ide 
bandwidth. 

ACTIVE FILTERS USING THE OPA660 
IN CURRENT CONVEYOR STRUCTURE 
One further example of the versatility of the Diamond 
Transistor and Buffer is the construction of active filters for 
the MHz range. Here, the Current Conveyor structure, Fig
ure 33, is used with the Diamond Transistor as a Current 
Conveyor. 

The method of converting RC circuit loops with operational 
amplifiers in Current Conveyor structures is based upon the 

FIGURE 32. Preamplifier. 

adjoint network concept. A network is reversible or recipro
cal when the transfer function does not change even when 
the input and output have been exchanged. Most networks, 
of course, are nonreciprocal. The networks, Figure 34, 
perform interreciprocally when the input and output are 
exchanged, while the original network, N, is exchanged for 
a new network NA' In this case, the transfer function remains 
the same, and NA is the adjoint network. It is easy to 
construct an adjoint network for any given circuit, and these 
networks are the base for circuits in Current-Conveyor 
structure. Individual elements can be interchanged accord-

. ing to the list in Figure 35. Voltage sources at the input 
become short circuits, and the current flowing there be
comes· the output variable. In contrast, the voltage output 
becomes the input, which is excitated by a current source. 
The following equation describes the interreciprocal f ea
tures of the circuit:V 0u/Y1N = l0 u/11N· Resistances and 
capacitances remain unchanged. In the fmal step, the opera-

. tional amplifier with infinite input impedance and on output 
impedance is transformed into a current amplifier with on 
input impedance and infinite output impedance. A Diamond 
rTransistor with the base at ground comes quite close to an 
ideal current amplifier. The well-known Sallen-Key low
pass filter with positive feedback, Figure 36, is an example 
of conversion into Current-Conveyor structure. The positive 
gain of the operational amplifier becomes a negative second 
type of Current Conveyor (CCII), Figure 37. Both arrange
ments have identical transfer functions and the same level of 
sensitivity to deviations. The most recent_ implementation 
of active filters in a Current-Conveyor structure produced a 
second-order Bi-Quad filter. The value of the resistance in 
the emitter of the Diamond Transistor controls the filter 
'characteristic. 

T(e),. VOAJT,. loot-,. 4Ka2/R2c2 
VIN l1N e2 + 2/RC(20(1- K) + 1Js + 4Ka2/R2c2 

FIGURE 33. Current Conveyor. 
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FIGURE 34. Networks. 
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TRANSFER FUNCTION 

FILTER CHARACTERISTICS 
Low-pass filter: 
High-pass filter: 
Bandpass filter: 
Band rejection filter: 

~=~=oo 
R.=~=oo 
R.=~=oo 
~=oo;R. =~ 

FIGURE 35. Individual Elements in the Current Conveyor. All-pass filter: a. = R.st ~ = ~. ~ = ~ 

FIGURE 36. Universal Active Filter. 
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The design of a low-pass filter with a comer frequency of 
30MHz results in the following values: 

R1M = ~ = 910; c1 = c2 = 100pF 
~ = 1420; ~s = 1610; ~ = 1400; ~ = 4260 

Figure 37 illustrates the frequency response and phase char
acteristics of the filter. Advantages of active filters in a 
Current Conveyor structure: 

• The increase in output resistance of operational ampli
fiers at high frequencies makes it difficult to constrµct 
feedback filter structures {decrease in stop-band attenu
ation). 

• All filter coefficients are represented by resistances, 
making it possible to adjust the filter frequency 
response without affecting the filter coefficients. 

• The capacitors which determine the frequency are 
located between the ground and the current source 
outputs and are thus grounded on one side. There
fore, all parasitic capacitances can be viewed as part of 
these capacitors, making them easier to comprehend. 

• The features which detennine the frequency character
istics are currents, which charge the integration capaci
tors. This situation is similar to the transfer characteris
tic of the Diamond Transistor. 

OPTIMATION WITH DIAMOND STRUCTURE 
• AGC Amplifier 
• DC-Restored Amp 
• Analog Multiplexer 
•PLL 
• Sample/Hold 
• Multiplier 
• Oscillators 
• RF-Instrumentaion Amplifiers 

DYNAMIC OUTPUT IMPEDANCE INCREASE 
As illustrated in Table II, the output impedance of the OT A 
at a quiescent current of ±20mA equals to 25k.O II 4.2pF. The 

dB 

lower curve in the diagram on the right half of Figure 38 
shows the behavior of the output impedance vs frequency. 
For some applications, like the integrator for ns-pulses of 
Figure 27, the relatively low output impedance is a real 
disadvantage. The fast discharge of the integration capacitor 
after {Figure 28) the pulse is over demonstrates this behav
ior. An easy way to improve the output impedance is a 
positive feedback path formed by the resistor divider from 
the collector to the base and the GND. The ratio of the two 
resistors determines the final output impedance, which can 
even be made negative. The capacitor between C and B 
supports the improvement vs frequency, which is illustrated 
in the diagram of Figure 38. The positive feedback results in 
a dynamic increase of the open loop gain, which can be 
made higher than 11 OdB. 

DIFFERENTIATOR FOR WEAK AND 
DISTURBED DIGITIZED SIGNALS 
As it is shown in Figure 39 a RC network can be connected 
between the E-output of the OTA and buffer outpuL The 
proposed circuit improves the pulse shape of digitized sig
nals coming from a magnetic tape or a hard disc drive. 

CONTROL LOOP AMPLIFIER 
A new type of control loop amplifier for fast and precise 
control circuits can be designed with the OPA660. The 
circuit of Figure 40 shows a series connection of two voltage 
control current sources which have an integral and at higher 
frequencies a proportional behavior vs frequency. The con
trol loop amplifiers show an integrator behavior from DC to 
the frequency, represented by the RC time constant of the 
network from the C-output to GND. Above this frequency 
they operate as an amp with constant gain. The series 
connection increases the overall gain to about l lOdB and 

· thus minimizes the control loop deviation. The differential 
configuration at the inputs enables one to apply the mea
sured output signal and the reference voltage to two identical 
high-impedance inputs. The output buffer decouples the C
output of the second OT A in order to insure the AC
performance and to drive subsequent output stages. 

dB 

-10 .._ _____________ _, -1eo• ..__...._ ________ __._ __ ...... -60 

300k Frequoncy (Hz) 60M 1M Frequency (Hz) 400M 

FIGURE 37. Current Conveyor LP. iiBB--~ aj$L Burr-Brown IC Applications Handbook 263 
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FIGURE 38. Transconductance Output Impedance (Dynamic increase with positive feedback). 

Differentiator 
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FIGURE 39. -Differentiator for Digitized Video Signals. 
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FIGURE 40. Control Loop Amplifier. 
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BUILDING A 400MHz WIDE-BAND DIFFERENTIAL AMPLIFIER: 
IT'S A BREEZE WITH THE DIAMOND TRANSISTOR OPA660. 

By Christian Henn and Ernst Rau. Burr-Brown International GmbH 

In radio frequency (RF) technology, signals from oscillo
scopes, monitors, transient recorders, and many other de
vices are usually connected to sensors and generators via 
coaxial lines. In any transmission, however, interference 
voltages caused by differences in potential between the 
sender and receiver and by electtomagnetic interference 
distort the results, particularly when the signals being trans
mitted are sensitive and wide-band. Designers of this type of 
transmission system need shielded, symmetrical transmis
sion lines and input differential amplifiers with high com
mon-mode rejection, which bring home the signals without 
humming or radio interference. 

Designing this type of differential amplifier used to be quite 
a chore, involving extensive and complicated hardware. But 
the development of new, monolithic ICs such as the Dia
mond Transistor OPA660 has changed all thaL The OPA660 
makes it easy to design a 400MHz differential amplifier 
offering -oOdB common-mode rejection at a 1MHz fre
quency. This amplifier uses an open-loop amplifier structure 
with two identical high-impedance inputs and no feedback. 
The parameters such as wide bandwidth, stable operation, 
and excellent pulse processing, common-mode rejection, 
and harmonic distortion let the perfonnance speak for itself. 

BASIC TRANSMISSION STRUCTURES 
Figure 1 shows a symmetrical transmission path with signal 
voltage Vs and cable termination resistors RIN and R,. A 
symmetrical voltage source normally uses amplifiers with 
complementary outputs or transfonners to balance or adapt 
the circuits. The relatively high-impedance input resistor Rt, 
limits the input potential drift through the input bias currents 
(18w), and the symmetrical differential amplifier input re
jects interference voltages superimposed upon the input 
signal and its reference potential. The voltage-controlled 

-:-

current source converts the symmetrical input voltage VIN 
either into an output current or into the asymmetrical output 
voltage V oUT when a voltage drop is present at the external 
resistor Rour-VIN and V oUT are related as follows: V oUT =VIN 
• gm • Roim where gm is the transconductance of the 
operational transconductance amplifier (OT A). The buffer 
following the input amplifier decouples the low-impedance 
load resistor from the high-impedance OT A outpuL 

Instead of symmetrical signal excitation, many applications 
use the type of transmission path shown in Figure 2. A 
single-ended signal voltage V ™ drives an asymmetrical 
coaxial cable terminated on both sides. In this structure as 
well, the symmettical differential amplifier input rejects 
interference voltages superimposed on the signal. 

INSTRUMENTATION AMPLIFIER WITH FEEDBACK 
OTAs and buffers have conventionally been designed using 
differential amplifiers as shown in Figure 3. The feedback 
path from the op amp output over R. generates a relatively 
low-impedance inverting input, which is equal to the R:, 
resistor value. Inserting the buffer amplifier, BUF2, converts 
the low-impedance input to high impedance, while inserting 
the buffer amplifier, BUFl, optimizes the input symmetry 
and thus the common-mode rejection at DC and vs fre
quency. 

The gain is R./R, during signal excitation at the inverting 
input and I + R.IR, during signal excitation at the noninverting 
inpuL A divider is inserted between R1 and~ to compensate 
for these differing gains. Buffer 1 also synchronii.es the 
signal delay times of the two inputs, which is important for 
good common-mode rejection at high frequencies. To achieve 
high common-mode rejection over frequency, it is important 
that the gain curve of the two input buffers be as identical as 
possible. 

+Ve,:; 

Vour 

-:-

FIGURE 1. Basic Structure of a Symmetrical Transmission Path. 
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In addition to requiring more hardware, this type of system 
also has smaller bandwidth than the open-loop. amplifier 
shown in Figure 2 due to the delay time in its amplifier 
feedback loop (phase shift). 

A SYNTHESIS: OPEN-LOOP AMPLIFIER 
USING THE DIAMOND TRANSISTOR 
The open-loop amplifier using the Diamond Transistor 
OPA660 and buffer amplifier BUF601 combines the best of 

R1N 

... ~-----

both worlds, offering better bandwidth than a normal open
loop amplifier, excellent pulse responses down to 
rise/fall times of lns, and reduced hardware. The basic 
concept is shown in Figure 4. 

The gain can be determined according to the following 
equation: 

R 
V = V our 

our IN RE+ 2/gm 

lour 

-Vee 

FIGURE 2. Signal Transmission Using an Asymmetrical Coaxial Cable and a Signal Voltage Referred to Ground 

FIGURE 3. Instrumentation Amplifier with Feedback. 

~·-··· 
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BUF600 

FIGURE 4. Wide-Band Open-Loop Amplifier. BUAR-m• I EH:$C Burr-Brown IC Applications Handbook 
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Since the actual symmetrical structure of the circuit layout 
greatly effects the bandwidth and common-mode rejection. 
a demo board was used to determine the · characteristic 
transmission parameters that this configuration shows in 
practice. Figure S illustrates the .delll9 board in. detail. The 
silkscreen and layout tips can be extremely useful in design
ing your own layouts. 

The OPA660 contains a ttansconductance amplifier nick
named the . Diamond Transistor and a buffer called the 
Diamond Buffer in an 8-pin package. The Diamond Transis
tor itself consists of a buff er identical to the Diamond 
Buffer. followed by a current mirror. On the output side. the 
buffers are connected to each other via the resistor Rs. 
forming the differential input stage. When the input voltage 
is differential. a current flows . through Rs, is reflected in 
high-impedance form to Pin 8, and produces the output 
voltage at R,. To drive low-impedance transmission lines or 
input resistors. the buffer amplifier BUF601 decouples the 
relatively high-impedance output of the differential ampli
fier. Both inputs and the output are laid out for son syste~, 
but they can also be adapted to other characteristic imped
ances by replacing the resistors R,. R7• and R11• Capacitor Cs 
parallel to Rs compensates the parasitic capacitor at Pin 8 of 
the OPA660, thus expanding the achievable bandwidth. 

The resistors, ~. ~. and R1o, located at the front of the 
circuit in series to the high-impedance inputs •. make it , 
possible to set the frequency response at the end of the 
• bandwidth for a flat response. The quiescent current of the 
OPA660 is ±20mA at an R16 of 560!2. 

+5V 

TEST RESULTS 
The amplifier stage is set to a gain of +4 at an ~ of 2400 
and Rs of 430. The total gain from input to output, including 
the output divider R11fR.., is +2. Figure 6 illustrates the 
frequency response of the two inputs In+ and In-. The -3dB 
frequency (fg) is 400MHz. Figure 7 shows the impact of the 
capacitor Cs on the bandwidth. 

The common-mode gain over frequency curve shown in 
Figure 8 demonstrates the rejection of interference voltages 
on both input voltages. The interference remains less than 
-18dB over the entire bandwidth, starting at a common
mode gain of -68dB. While the 400MHz differential ampli
fier amplifies differential signals by 4, the common-mode 
noise of the same frequency that appears at the output is 
multiplied only by 0.125. Table I lists the common-mode 
gain for several frequency levels. 

CG 

-60dB 
·.;.i5c1a lh I-100MHz -23dB 

TABLE I. Several Common-Mode Gains. 

The harmonic distortions shown in Figure 9 and Table Il for 
two different output voltages over frequency are outstanding 
parameters for a 400MHz differential amplifier and prove 
that the OPA660 and BUF601 provide excellent reproduc
tion of wide-band input signals even without feedback. 
Furthennore. the low noise voltage density of 7.7nVNlh 
makes it possible to process even very small signals. 

~~-----------·.--2~-.~ 

C8 a 2.2pF II 10nF 

+5V 

R, : OPA660 

~ 510 1:00 3' 
In+ ~_. ___ f\l\f\-<)---..;._-----1 OT 

-av 

FIGURE 5. Circuit Diagram of the Demo Board. 
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HIGH PROCESSING POWER, 
LOW POWER REQUIREMENTS 
The most important job of a differential amplifier is to reject 
common-mode interference arising during the transmission 
of analog signals. The 400MHz differential amplifier using · 
the OPA660 impressively demonstrates how easy it now is 
to design wide-band input amplifiers for test devices, inoni~ 
tors, transient recorders, and other RF devices. While achiev
ing excellent parameters for bandwidth, common-mode re
jection, and frequency response, the OPA660 and BUF601 
also offer such low power consumption that the entire 
differential amplifier can be powered from a separate battery 
supply-a truly compact, high-performance alternative. 

10 

0 

-30 
300k 

~--~ 
I= ~--~-
.__ .... +VIN(PlnS:"' ,. 

111111 I 
111111 I ..-" - _ -VIN (Pin 3) ::: 

1M 10M 100M 1G 
Frequency (Hz) 

FIGURE 6. Frequency Responses of the Inputs In+ and In-. 
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FIGURE 7. Impact of Capacitor C5 on the Bandwidth. 
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DESIGNING ACTIVE FILTERS WITH 
THE DIAMOND TRANSISTOR OPA660 

Part 1 
By Christian Henn and Klaus Lehman. Bu"-Brown International GmbH 

Signal frequency bandwidth limitation, fast pulse shaping, 
separation between telecomnnmications signals, and sup
pression of unwanted carrier and disturbance frequencies are 
among the most important jobs of filter circuits. While . 
active filters with operational amplifiers and switched ca
pacitor filters are used for lower frequency applications, 
passive filter versions dominate the application spectrum at 
frequencies above 5MHz. Now, however, a new active filter 
design has been developed that makes use of the open loop 
pole and delay time of an operational amplifier. The filter 
circuits consist of OPA660s, which provide the necessary 
bandwidth and allow access to the first open-loop pole and 
internal amplifier delay time. After presenting an overview 
of conventional filter circuits using 2nd, 3rd. and 5th order 
active filters with Tschebyscheff approximation, this Appli
cation Note will discuss the new filter structure in detail. 

The filter circuits presented in Part One are optimized for the 
minimum possible number of components, while the filter 
circuits that will be analyzed in Part Two require more 
components, and board space, but are optimiz.ed for easy 
adjustment of the important filter parameters. 

1.0 
2ND ORDER LOW-PASS FILTER 
USING OPERATIONAL AMPLIFIERS 
1.1 
2nd Order Low-Pass FIiter 
With An Ideal Op Amp 
Figure 1 shows a classical example of an active 2nd order 
low-pass filter designed using an op amp. In this example, 
the op amp, IOPA, is assumed to be ideal. 

FIGURE 1. 2nd Order Low-Pass Filter Using an Ideal Op 
Amp. 
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Equation 1 can be derived from Figure 1 and describes the 
filter transfer function. In the following analyses, all param
eters are assumed to be normalized to the -3dB frequency, 
001, at which the amplitude IA11 is reduced to -3dB. When 
normalized to the -3dB frequency, Equation 1 becomes 
Equation 2. Technical literature about passive filters com
monly uses the coefficients a1 and b1 (or a. or b1). Equation 
3 is the result of comparing these coefficients and shows 
their relation to the circuit parameters 't1 and ~- The coeffi
cients a>o. (or O>c,1) and Q (or Q1) are easier to calculate and 
explain using circuit elements. Equation 4 shows these 
coefficients and those of a. and b1 (or a1 and b1). 

(1) 

These equations can be rearranged, resulting in: 
(5) 

1 1 
a1 = 2't100s - ( . ) ;b1 = 't1'tzOOs 2 2 

Q1 0001 / 00s ( 0001 / 009 ) 

Rearranging Equation 5 gives dimensioning rules for the 
active filter circuit shown in Figure 1: 

(6) 

The values for Q and 00c,1'00, = f01'fg can be found in Tables 
I to V for the various passband ripple specs and for filter 
orders from 1 to 4. 
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STATUS DESIGN TEST AND ADJUST 

I vr. AJ Bl IJf, a, f,A •A IHXII 

1 0.152620 1.000000 0.000000 1.000000 - 1.000000 - -
1 0.509645 1.404882 1.162191 0.927601 0.767360 1.000000 0.360303 0.100000 
1 0.719945 1.432831 0.000000 0.697919 - · 0.697919 - -
2 - 0.796864 1.141n2 0.935859 1.340928 1.308626 · 0.795164 3.198263 
1 0.821643 2.402002 2.3n929 0.648486 0.618801 0.557823 - -
2 - 0.483444 1.113711 0.947575 2.182931 1.417296 0.896485 7.014644 
1 0.881276 2.105565 0.000000 0.474932 - 0.474932 - -
2 - 1.555941 2.024763 0.702769 0.914522 0.854957 0.445671 0.766191 
3 - 0.318283 1.077536 0.963350 3.282011 1.472181 0.940726 10.42479 
1 0.913649 3.558215 4.649720 0.468822 0.599460 0.387303 - -
2 - 0.985106 1.720656 0.762347 1.331570 1.064307 0.645976 3.147338 
3 - 0.222328 1.060948 0.970862 4.632900 1.496039 o.9594n 13.36794 
1 0.936329 2.834588 0.000000 0.352788 - 0.352788 - -
2 - 2.195827 3.454179 0.538056 0.848397 0.824395 0.295713 0.415494 
3 - 0.666183 1.514331 0.812624 1.647213 1.196561 0.750728 5.660789 
4 - 0.163930 1.044104 0.978652 6.233234 1.513678 0.972334 15.92230 

TABLE I. Passband Ripple, P = O.ldB. 

STATUS DESIGN TEST AND ADJUST 

I '"' Al Bl· 'A a, 1,/fo 'A IHXII 

1 0.327091 1.000000 0.000000 1.000000 - 1.000000 - -
1 0.586283 1.394662 1;234406 0.900059 0.796642 1.000000 0.414565 0.200000 
1 0.779147 1.575499 0.000000 0.634720 - 0.634720 - -
2 - 0.739619 1.165269 0.928376 1.459503 1.318092 0.810393 3.826278 
1 0.859762 2.568461 2.752149 0.602787 0.645897 0.546179 - -
2 - 0.436287 1.128618 0.941297 2.435013 1.418697 0.900734 7.917111 
1 0.909791 2.382160 0.000000 0.419787 - 0.419787 - -
2 - 1.469586 2.163607 0.679846 1.000908 0.865129 0.481160 1.254648 
3 - 0.280509 1.081198 0.961717 3.706857 1.475016 0.944058 11.45986 
1 0.933323 3.718489 5.417686 0.429629 0.825951 0.374883 - -
2 - 0.894401 1.780075 0.749516 1.491718 1.070693 0.659959 3.991311 
3 - 0.195884 1.065000 0.969003 5.268903 1.496012 0.960237 14.47369. 
1 0.952210 3.238203 0.000000 0.308813 - 0.308813 - -
2 - 2.091516 3.758594 0.515807 0.926940 0.632143 0.333514 0.834338 
3 - 0.592804 1.539416 0.805976 2.092989 1.201385 0.758586 6.670642 

4 - 0.143564 1.044744 0.978352 7.118671 1.514831 0.973513 17.06946 

TABLE II. Passband Ripple, P = 0.2dB. 

STATUS DESIGN TEST AND ADJUST 

I 'A AJ Bl 'A a. f,A 'A IHXII 

1 0.267431 1.000000 0.000000 1.000000 - 1.000000 - -
1 0.632596 1.383913 1.291188 0.880046 0.821081 1.000000 0.447312 0.300000 
1 0.813628 1.685318 0.000000 0.693360 - 0.593360 - -
2 - 0.699249 1.178457 0.9211n 1.552476 1.324872 0.820079 4.296095 
1 0.880317 2.604074 3.023945 0.575060 0.66n60 0.541312 - -
2 - 0.405955 1.138083 0.937374 2.827901 1.418992 0.902803 8.552317 
1 0.925452 2.590454 0.000000 0.386033 - 0.386033 - -
2 - 1.403876 2.247589 0.667024 1.067898 0.871851 0.499850 1.645308 
3 - 0.256290 1.082606 0.961092 4.028354 1.477015 0.946169 12.16998 
1 0.943675 3.797733 6.042962 0.406794 0.647292 0.369527 - -
2 - 0.834824 1.814592 0.742363 1.613595 1.074126 0.667278 · 4.694292 
3 - 0.179n6 1.067584 0.967830 6.747404 1.495732 o.9604n 16.22243 
1 0.960769 3.540230 0.000000 0.282468 - 0.282466 - -
2 - 2.007356 3.943811 0.503549 0.989313 0.637414 0.352175 1.187820 
3 - 0.546919 1.552727 0.802514 2.278372 1.204173 0.762886 7.366854 
4 - 0.131337 1.044759 0.978345 7.782533 1.615687 0.974298 17.84038 

TABLE lll. Passband Ripple, P = 0.3dB. 
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STATUS DESIGN 

I '"' Al Bl f,A' 

1 0.310609 1.000000 0.000000 1.000000 
1 0.665456 .. 1.372811 1.339700 0.863965 
1 0.837887 1.n9219 0.000000 0.662025 
2 - 0.667162 1.187067 0.917830 
1 0.893939 2.621387 3.244945 0.655132 
2 - J0.383191 1.145162 0.934473 
1 0.936086 2.766593 0.000000 0.381455 
2 - 1.349474 2.307395 0.658323 
3 - 0.241967 1.083162 0.960849 
1 0.950419 3.841265 6.548634 0.390773 
2 - 0.789517 1.838770 0.737466 
3 - 0.168103 1.069542 o.~ 
1 0.966516 3.794765 0.000000 0.263520 
2 - 1.935768 4.076623 0.495279 
3 - 0.613081 1.661398 0.800282 
4 - 0.122504 1.044564 0.978438 

TABLE IV. Passband Ripple, P = 0.4dB. 

STATUS DESIGN 

I fJfa Al, Bl 'A 
1 0.349311 1.000000 0.000000 1.000000 
1 0.690638 1.381436 1.382743 0.650412 
1 0.656542 1.683635 0.000000 0.636586 
2 - 0.640166 1.193074 0.916517 
1 0.903889 2.628161 3.434139 0.539624 
2 - 0.384824 1.150666 0.932154 
1 0.944056 2.923552 0.000000 0.342050 
2 - 1.302495 2.363416 0.651664 
3 - 0.229001 . 1.083268 0.960798 
1 0.955298 3.864492 6.979727 . 0.376513 
2 - 0.752"8 1.657266 0.7m77 
3 - 0.158910 1.071138 0.966223 
1 0.970789 4.021119 0.000000 0.248687 
2 - 1.872914 4.179506 0.469145 
3 - 0.486126 1.667604 0.798697 
4 - 0.115575 1.044265 0.976576 

TABLE V. Passband Ripple, P = O.SdB. 

The following equations are helpful when observing the 
effects of component deviations and temperature changes 
upon the filter transfer curve and phase behavior: . 

mo1 =-b-= 1 
;Q1 =.!. ~ =.!. & (7) 

"t 1t2 ..JR1R2C1C2 2 ~~- 2 fC. , 
The equation for the comer frequency. mu,. describes the 
signal response over frequency, while Q1 denotes the peak-' 
ing of the frequency response: in the pusband. 

Equations 8-10 give values for the frequency response 
expressed in the same variables used in Equations 2, 3, and 
4. 

1 

IA11=[t+2t 1(2t 1 -t 2 )m2 +(t 1t 2 )
2m4p· (8) 

(9) 

TEST AND ADJUST 

a, 'A 'A IHXII 

- 1.000000 - -
0.843127 1.000000 0.470548 0.400000 

- 0.662025 -· -
1.633076 1.330380 0.827331 4.687601 
0.687183 0.539051 - -
2.792681 1.418897 0.904021 9.061859 

- 0.381455 - -
1.125832 0.876917 0.512217 1.982446 
4,301189 1.478649 0.947n6 12.73086 
0.666191 0.366864 - -
1.717391 1.076372 0.672047 5.082044 
6.162101 1.495388 0.960535 15.80925 

- 0.263520 - -
1.043030 0.841397 0.364090 1.499892 
2.435403 1.206176 0.765808 7.918443 
8.342904 1.516405 0.974916 18.44197 

TEST AND ADJUST 

a, f.Jfa fJfa IHXII 

- 1.000000 - -
0.883721 1.000000 0.488355 0.500000 

- 0.636566 - -
. 1.706190 1.335117 0.833192 5.030512 

0.705110 0.538096 - -
2.940553 1.418624 0.904802 9.495995 

- 0.342050 - -
1.177805 0.880993 0.521307 2.284474 
4.644965 1.480066 0.949099 13.20349 
0.683639 0.385535 - -
1.810376 1.0n986 0.675491 5.499967 
6;512856 1.495030 0.960511 16.30110 

- 0.248687 - -
1.091553 0.644569 0.372638 1.783643 
2.576646 1.2on45 0.76S006 6.384227 
8.841816 1.517046 0.975442 18.94474 

' Figure 2 shows the theoretical frequency response curve of 
the second order filter using an ideal op amp. The definitions 
given here will. be used later on for comparison with and 
optimation of the filter response. 

0 

iii" 
:E. 

$ 

-6 

-10 _______ ....._ ___ ......_..._ _ __, 

Tlmo (nonnallzed}, cd0>g 

FIGURE 2. Definitions for a 2nd Order Low-Pass Filter. 
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Example Calculation 
For a Low-Pass Filter 

p = +-0.ldB; f, = 10MHz; R1 = ~ = 3000 

QI = 0.767360 

fol~= o.927601 

Q~ and foi/f1 are derived from the filter table. 

t1 2Q1(fo1_ l_fs)•2rr.fs 

- . l . . -ll.18ns 
2 • 0. 767360 • 0. 927601•21t•10MHz 

t2 ) (101 I Is •21tfs 

2•0.767360 
0. 927601 • 27t • lOMHz ~-

33
ns 

C1 =2i..= ll.8ns =37.27pF; 
R1 300 

C - T2 - 26.33ns -87 77 F 2------- . p 
R2 300 

20 

0 

40 
m 
~ 

-40 C .; 
CJ 

-60 

-60 

-100 
100k 1M 10M 100M 1G 

Froquoncy (Hz) 

Figure 3 shows the frequency response IA.I of the filter 
circuit from Figure 1 using the filter component values 
calculated above. 

1.2 
2ND ORDER LOW-PASS FILTER 
WITH AN OP AMP MODEL ' 
Unlike the ideal op amp used for the analyses above, op 
amps used in real circuits do not always behave as one might 
wish. For this reason, the following analyses use the OPA660 
in current-feedback configuration. Figure 4 shows the circuit 
schematic of the OPA660 using the PT2 model to describe 
the AC behavior. 

These components values produce the following results with 
an optimally flat frequency response adjusbnenc 

f, = 357MHz Rour DC = 45m!l 

GoPEN LOOP DC = 70dB Rour 100M1u = 2.90 

If the ideal op amp shown in Figure 1 is replaced by the 
OPA660 PT2 model (MOPA660), the resulting circuit dia
gram looks like that shown in Figure 5. 

Slight changes in the capacitors C1 and C2 are necessary to 
correct the frequency response to a -3dB frequency of 
10MHz. At 100MHz and above, the modeled frequency 

0 

-3 

-4 
100k 

~ ... )Aoi' 

t 1 
IAc,al 

'"'-IAyl 

1M 10M 100M 1G 

Frequency (Hz) 

FIGURE 3. Frequency Response of the 2nd Order Low-Pass Filter from Figure 1 with Ideal Op Amp. 

D 
4pF 

8l 1320 

V04/T 
VIHfil ~PA66Q Your 

RF 

1320 

FIGURE 4. PT2 Model Describing the OPA660 as Current-Feedback Amplifier. 
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response V oor M begins to deviate from the ideal frequency 
response Vouri• since in practice the open-loop gain of the 
OPA660 decreases with increasing frequency. For this rea
son. the output impedance Rour rises from 45m{l at DC to 
2.90 at 100MHz. 

1.3 TESTS WITH THE DEMO BOARD 
As also shown in Figure 3, a demo board with ~e circuit 
shown in Figure 6 produces extremely poor stopband attenu
ation at the output V our DI• primarily due to. the package 
inductance in series to the resistor ~- At 500MHz, for 
example. the package inductance of the output buffer (IB), 
which is about lOnH. causes~ to increase by approxi
mately 310. 

Poor stopband attenuation can be avoided by inserting the 
buffer. BUF600, and generating the output voltage at the 

_[J 
4pF 

~T 

capacitor. C1• The BUF600 makes the original output 
V our Di superfluous. The rise in frequency response at 
300MHz and above can be expl~ as a product of the 
direct crosstalk between input and output on the demo board. 

2.0 
2nd ORDER LOW-PASS FILTER USING THE FIRST 
AND SECOND OPEN-LOOP POLE OF WIDE-BAND 
AMPLIFIERS 
2.1 Analyses Using The PT2 Model 
Wide-band op amps behave quite similarly to 2nd order 
low-pass filters. For this reason. their parameters can be 
determined by the equations used for the PT 2 model (see 
Figure 7). 

YOUN 

1320 

FIGURE 5. 2nd Order Low-Pass Filter Using the Modeled OPA660. 
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FIGURE 6. Demo Board Circuit Schematic for the 2nd Order Low-Pass Filter Using the OPA660. 
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IDT 

L-----./\11/\---...._--0 VOUT
1 

FIGURE 7. PT2 Model for Wide-Band Op Amps. 

The results are similar to the equations listed under point 
1.1: 

A1 = [1 + jco•(tc)+(jco)2 •(tcto}t (11) 

I 

(13) 

(14) 

I 

IA11= [1+tc(tc -2t 0 )co2 +(tct 0 )2co•p· (IS) 

When the curves described in Equations 8 and 15 are 
compared to each other, the result is a transfer response as 
shown in Figure 2. 

2.2 Modified PT2 Model 
The customary PT2 model shown in Figure 7 can be roodi
fied to produce the circuit shown in Figure 8 without 
significantly changing the.transfer response. 

FIGURE 8. Modified PT2 Model. 
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(16) 

(17) 

(19) 

I (20) 

IA11= {1 +[(tc.+t 0 >}2-2tcto ]co2 +(tct 0 }2co4 ri 
The rmdified version no longer requires a buffer, but the 
capacitor Cc must be equal to Ci,. This condition is similar 
to Figure 1, in which R1 nmst be equal to Rz. 

Example Calculation 
For a Low-Pas., Filter 
p = +O.ldB; f, = 10MHz; Cc = Co = 30pF 

Q. = 0.767360 

folt'a = 0.927601 

a1 and f01'f1 can be derived from the filter table. 

1 
tc =tco 

2Q1C/01'/s)•2rrfs 

= 1 
-ll.18ns 

2•0. 767360•0.927601 •21t• 10MHz 

to 2Q1 2•0. 767360 26_3308 
(/011/ 8)•21t/ 8 0.927601•21t•lOMHz 

R =.!£.= ll.lSns =372.70· 
F Cc 30pF ' 

Ro =.!Q_= 26.33ns =Sn. 70 
C0 30pF 

275 



For Immediate Assistance; Contact Your Local Salesperson 
Figure 9 shows the frequency response IAil, which is identi
cal to the frequency response shown in Figure 3. 

2.3 
2nd Order Low-Pass FIiter Based On 
Adjusted Open-Loop Poles 
The circuit shown in Figure 10 combines the ideal circuit 
from Figure 8 with the OPA660 model. 

The resistors Ro and Rp are used to fme-tune the frequency 
response IAMI• resulting in the curve shown in Figure 9. The 
conditions listed in section 1.2 for signals at 100MHz and 
above also apply here. 

20 

0 

-20 
iii 
:2. 

-40 C: 
'lii 
C, 

...S) 

...S) 

-100 
100k 1M 10M 100M 1G 

Froquoncy (Hz) 

The 2nd order low-pass· filter shown in Figure 5 contains 4 
time constants: the dominating external time constants 't1 

, and 't1, which determine, the actual filter curve, and the two 
, parasitic internal time constants 'tc and 'to· The 2nd order 
low-pass filter in Figure 10, however, contains only tc and 

· 'to-The unavoidable internal parasitic time constants 'tc IN 

and to IN are included in the dominating external time 
constants 'tc our and 'to our-

2.4 Tests Using The Demo Board 
' The circuit ~hown in Figure 10 was used to construct the 
demo board' shown in Figure 11. Figure 9 contains the 
frequency .responses IA.,11 and IA.,11 measured at the outputs 
Vour 01 and V ouro1· 

0 

-4 
100k 1M 

-IJ,\nl 

,ti 
IA11 

IAul 

10M 

Ffequoncy (Hz) 

100M 1G 

FIGURE 9. Frequency Responses of:a 2nd Order Low-Pass Filter According to the Structure in Figure 8. 

_C"7=-c -=- I::-7:-I:7- _C"7=-c -=-
c 00UT D0UT IXH 

4pF 26pF 28pF 2pF 

ApT 

6t 

FIGURE 10. 2nd Order Low-Pass Filter Using 'the Modelled OPA660. 
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FIGURE 11. Demo Board with a 2nd Order Low-Pass Filter Using the OPA660. 
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As already explained in section 1.3, the output V0 11r02 here 
also shows the improved frequency response IAo~-

3.0 
3RD ORDER LOW-PASS FILTER BASED 
ON ADJUSTED OPEN-LOOP POLES 
3.1 
Modified PT2 Model 
With Preceding Low-Pass FIiter 
The structure shown in Figure 8 does not contain a prefilter. 
Instead, the idealized Diamond Transistor IDT has to handle 
the full bandwidth of the input signal. In Figure 1, the low
pass filter in front of the op amp IOPA reduces the demands 
on its bandwidth. Consequently, the 2nd order filter struc
ture in Figure 11 is extended by a passive RC· filter at the 
input This filter improves the overall filter perf onnance, 
especially at frequencies aliove twice the -3dB frequency, 
where the increase in output impedance begins to degrade 
the filter curve. 

FIGURE 12. Modified PT2 Model with Preceding Low-Pass 
Filter ti" 

A1 = {[ 1 + jro •(t 1)][ 1 + jro•(tc +ta,) +(jro)2 •(tcto}f 

(21) 

(22) 

(23) 
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I 

IA11= [1 + Aro2 + Bro4 +Cro6 ]2 

A=t.2 +(:re +tm}2-2tct 0 

B = t.2[(tc +tm)
2 

-2tcto ]+(tct 0 )
2 

C=(t 1tct 0 }2 

(25) 

(26) 

Figure 14 shows the theoretical (ideal) frequency response 
curve of a 3rd order low-pass filter. The definitions in Figure 
13 support the readings from the filter table. 

10 

5 

in 0 :!!. p 
? t 

-6 

Time (normalized), cnllilg 

FIGURE 13. Definitions of a 3rd Order Low-Pass Filter. 

Example Calculation 
For a Low-Pass Filter 
p = +O.ldB; f, = 10MHz; C1 =Cc= Co= 30pF 

f0.ff, = 0.697919 

(df, = 0.935859 

~ = 1.340928 

~ and f01'f, are derived from the filter table. 

t 1 ( 22.80ns 
/ 01'/

8
) • 21t/

8 
0.697919 • 21t• 10MHz 

1 tc = ta, - --(,___.,...) __ 
2Q2 /02l/s •Zn/s 

1 
6.341ns 

2 • l. 340928 • 0. 935859 • 21t • 10MHz 
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3.2 
2Q2 2 • t 34002S 45.6lns 

'to= (!02J/
8
)•21t/

8 
- 0.935859•27t•lOMHz 

3rd Order Low-Pass FIiter 
With A Modeled Op Amp 
In Figure 15, the 3rd order low-pass filter circuit using an 
ideal op amp has been replaced by a modeled OPA660. 

20 

0 

-20 
in 
:2, 

-40 C: 
QI 
(!J 

-60 

-60 

-100 
100k 1M 10M 100M 1G 

Frequency (Hz) 

Figure 14 also shows how by inserting a passive prefilter, 
this 3rd order low-pass filter produces an improvement in 
stopband attenuation over a 2nd order filter while maintain
ing the same hardware in the active filter. 
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-4 
100k 1M 

IAal 

1-J J,,Aozl 

-i 
I.Ail 
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100M 1G 

FIGURE 14. Ideal Frequency Responses of a 3rd Order Low-Pass Filter Based on Adjusted Open-Loop Poles. 
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FIGURE 15. 3rd Order Low-Pass Filter with the Modeled OPA660. 
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3.3 Tests Using The Demo Board 
Figure 14 shows frequency responses measured using the 
demo board illustrated in Figure 16. As with 2nd order low
pass filters, the best curve results when the frequency re
sponse IAi,21 is decoupled separately by the BUF600 at 
VoU1D2• 

4.0 
5TH ORDER LOW-PASS FILTER BASED ON 
ADJUSTED OPEN-LOOP POLES 

(28) 

4.1 
5th Order Low-Pass FIiter 
With Ideal Amplifiers 

1 . 

Figure 17 shows the 3rd order low-pass filter from Figure 12 
in series with the 2nd order low-pass filter from Figure 8. 

t, = R.c. 'tm2 = ~CO2 'to = ~Co 
te2 = ~Ce2 Ce2 = Co2 'to3 = Ro3Co3 

'to2 = Ro2Co2 Co = ½3 ta» = ~½3 

.A1 ={[t + jro (t 1)][t + jro (tc 2 + tco2) + (jm)2(tc2to2)] 

[1+ jro(tc3 +tco3)+(jm)
2
(tc3t03)]r (27) 

1 

DomoBoan:I 

8 

,soa:,..,;._~NV"-----<>--P---OVour02 

l 500 FILT62 

500 
t---,/\/l,i/\--0-......,-0 Vouro1 

c 1 RF 
500 

FILTs1 

500 I40pF ,..,,.,.,. 
OPA660 .....,., 

_ 7 I 7 

--------------------------------------------------· 
FIGURE 16. Demo Board with a 3rd Order Low-Pass Filter Using the OPA660. 
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FIGURE 17. 5th Onfer Low-Pass Fdter with Ideal Amplifiers. 

Example Calculatlon 
For A Low-P~ Filter 
p = +0.2dB, f, = 10MHz, C1 = 70pF, C0 = C02 = 30pF; 
C0 ::::Co3 =9pF 

fo,lf, = 0.419787 
ro1r. = o.679846 
f03/f1 = 0.961717 

(li = 1.000908 
Q, = 3.706857 

f01/f1, fo/f,, frnlf,, ~ and Q, are derived from the filter table. 

t - l l 37.91DS 1 
(/ 01//

8
)•2,i/

8 
0.419787•21t•lOMHz 

ll.69ns 
2 • 1. 000908 • 0. 679846 • 21t • IO MHz 

2Q 2 • 1. 0()()()08 
to2 ( t ------ 46.86ns 

/ 02//
8 

•2rrf
8 

0.679846•21t•lOMHz 

O.l = 2.2322ns 
2 •3. 706857 •0.961717 • 21t • l0MHz 

t _ 2Q3 2•3. 706857 122_69118 03 (/o3'/ 8 )•21t/8 0.961717•21t•lOMHz 

280 

R1 =!l_= 37.9lns =541.60 
C1 70pF 

RF
2 
= tc 2 = l 1.69ns = 389_80 

Ce2 30pF 

R02 = to2 = 46.86ns = 15620 
C02 30pF 

R tc3 
F3 Cc3 

2. 2322ns 248_ on 
9pF 

R03 =..!m.. 122.69ns 13.632W 
C03 9pF 

Figure 18 shows the ideal frequency response IN of a 5th 
order low-pass filter. 
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FIGURE 18. Frequency Responses of a 5th Order Low-Pass 
Filter Based on Adjusted Open-Loop Poles. 

Burr-Brown IC Applications Handbook mm~ 



Or, Call· Customer Service at 1·800·548·6132 (USA Only) 

4.2 
5th Order Low-Pass FIiter 
With A Modeled Op Amp 
By adjusting the resistors ~ and Rox, it is possible to 
include the effects of the parasitic resistors Rex and capaci
tors ½ex IN in the frequency response curve while changing 
the curve only slightly. This process is comparable to chang
ing IA11 to IAMI as shown in Figure 18. The output impedance 
Rex produces more and more disturbances with increasingly 
higher order filters. The si7.e of the filter capacitors Ccx and 
Cox also increases with higher order filters and -3dB fre
quencies. Experiments are currently in progress to develop 
filter circuits using the OPA660 that are much less suscep
tible to ftlter quality and capacitance; we will present the 
results in Part Two. 

,······~ [: i •::u -=-
.Le_ CcicxiT 
T4pF 2epF 
: Rea. 
: 15150 

IIOPAHO 

3680 

,·······, 
: ·: 

Cmour .Le_ 
2Clpf T 4pf 

4.3 Tests Using The Demo Boards 
Figure 18 shows the frequency response fAol measured using 
the demo board in Figure 20. 

Further application notes about the OPA660: 

AN-179 "Current or Voltage Feedback? That's the Question 
Here." 

AN-180 "Quasi-Ideal Current Source" 

AN-181 "Circuit Technology with the Diamond Transistor 
OPA660'' 

AN-183 "New Ultra High-Speed Circuit Techniques with 
Analog ICs" 

1060 

FIGURE 19. 5th Order Low-Pass Filter with the Modeled OPA660. 
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FIGURE 20. Demo Board with a 5th Order Low-Pass Filter Using the OPA660. 
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FIBER OPTIC TRANSMISSION 

By Christian Henn, Burr-Brown International GmbH 

Fiber optic transmission is assuming an increasingly impor
tant role in systems for wide-band analog signals and digital 
signals with high data rates. Although the number of appli
cations for digital networks and telecommunications sys
tems is skyrocketing, analog transmission is still vital to 
many applications. Analog systems with bandwidths of up 
to 150MHz are used for wide-band RGB signal distribution, 
HDTV video signal transmission, and many types of EMI
and EMC-disturbed environments. Also important are medi
cal applications, which demand the precision of fiber optic 
technology for safety reasons. The many features of fiber 
optic cables make them vital for all of these types of 
applications. Fiber optic cables enable transmission over 
long distances, ensure low damping vs frequency, are light 
and flexible, and provide high immunity against distur
bances from magnetic and electric fields. State-of-the-art 
fiber optic transmission systems are now available even for 
data networks with transmission rates of up to l .2Gbit/s, and 
gallium arsenide technology is used for their transmitter and 
receiver circuits. 

The fiber optic transmission interface presented here uses 
new complementary bipolar integrated circuits from Burr
Brown. The OPA660, which is used as an LED driver and 
AGC multiplier, contains an operational transconductance 
amplifier and a buffer in an 8-pin package. The OPA621 is 
a low-noise, wide-band op amp in classical configuration, 
which functions as an amplifier in the IN conversion section 
behind the photodiode and as an IN converter behind the 
AGC multiplier. The current-feedback amplifier OPA623 
provides additional gain in the AGC section and drives the 
750 outpuL A discrete differential amplifier functions as an 
AGC error amp and controls the quiescent current of the 
OPA660 together with a FET. The CA3080 stabilizes the 
DC performance, and the LM1881 functions as a sync 
separator. The interface uses the IA184A as LED and the 
SFH202 as pin diode. 

750 L------' 

Elec:tro/ 
Optical 

Convortor 

FIBER OPTIC INTERFACE BASICS 
A fiber optic interface generally consists of five major 
functions as shown in Figure 1. On the transmitter side, a 
circuit processes the input signal in order to drive the 
electro-optical converter. This converter, which can be an 
LED or a laser diode, generates the signal-dependent light 
intensity modulation, and its mechanical case eases trans
mission of the signal into the fiber. At the fiber end, a pin 
diode converts the optical signal back into a low electrical 
currenL The low-noise transimpedance preamplifier con
verts the current signal into a voltage and also amplifies it to 
an acceptable level. 

Because the photodiode input signal can vary in amplitude, 
and AGC amplifier adjusts the peak-to-peak signal level to 
l.4Vp-p and restores the DC level for no signal to 0V. 

The quality of a fiber optic interface is characterized by 
several factors such as signal-to-noise ratio, linearity, band
width, power consumption, and transmission distance. The 
SIN ratio should be at least 50dB for analog systems to 
achieve an image that is free of noise. In conventional 
designs, there are basically two ways to improve the SIN 
ratio. One is to increase the diode drive current, which, 
though, leads to higher harmonic distortion. The second is to 
use a very low-noise transimpedance amplifier as a receiver. 
Both alternatives increase the component cowit and add 
manufacturing costs. The circuits presented here, however, 
are a new approach to simplifying and minimizing the 
design of an analog fiber optic interface and to provide an 
interface that is more integrated and offers lower power 
consumption. Table I summarizes the parameters of this new 
type of wide-band analog fiber optic interface. 

Translmpodance 
Amp!fflor 

AGC 
Amplifier 

LED PIN-dlodo 

FIGURE 1. Block Diagram of a Fiber Optic Transmission Interface. 
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PARAMETER UNIT 

Banct.¥!dlh 120MHz 
Olfforenlial Gain S3% 
Dlfforentlal Phase S 3° 
SIN Ratio ~60dB 
AGC Range 20:1 
Input Vollage +0.7VI-0.3V tomtlnatod In 750 
Output Vollage +0.7VI-0.3V tormlnated In 750 
Supply Voltage t5V 

TABLE I. Interface Parameters. 

TRANSMITTER 
The block diagram illustrated in Figure 2 can be divided into 
three major blocks. The preequalizer compensates for the 
nonlinearity of the diode. The driver circuit converts the 
input signal into an output current, which generates the 
optical signal when flowing through the LED. For the LED 
to function linearly in the forward region, a positive DC 
current has to flow through it to adjust its bias point and keep 
it constant over temperature variations. Figure 3 shows the 
discrete circuit to adjust the LED bias point. ~c can be 
calculated by the following equation: 

-=-

V+ -VBEQ2 

Im 

FIGURE 2. Block Diagram of Transmitter. 

-=-

FIGURE 3. Bias Control. 

(1) 

-=-

One characteristic of a current source is its high impedance. 

The high output impedance of !Olen for the current source 
prevents any distribution. 

To modulate the diode cwrent, the OTA of the OPA660 
operates as a voltage-controlled current source and converts 
the input voltage into output current As shown in Figure 4, 
the resistor Re is the only element that bas to be selected in 
order to define the conversion factor between input voltage 
and output current according to equation 2: 

VIN Re=--R (2) 
lour e 

FIGURE 4. Voltage-to-Current Converter. 

Re is the output impedance of the OT A's emitter output and 
is 80 or l/12SmA/V at a +20mA quiescent current The 
transfer curve between the diode current and optical power 
is only fairly linear within a small modulation range around 
the bias point The larger the modulation range, the larger 
the nonlinearity. The equalization circuit proposed in Figure 
5, however, can be used to improve the linearity or extend 
the modulation range. The diodes' function like switches and 
connect the resistors in parallel to Re when the correspond
ing diode is forward biased. The equalization circuit varies 
the voltage-to-current conversion according to the input 
voltage factor (mV/A) and partly compensates the diode 
nonlinearity. 

!SIGNAL 

OTA 

V- V+ 

-=- -=-

To avoid current distribution, the output impedance should FIGURE 5. Transmitter with Preequalization. 
be Jllllch higher than the load impedance. The transmitter 
diode is a 2n to 40 load adjusted to the correct bias point 
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As, shown in Figure 6, lhe differential gain of lhe entire 
transistor circuit decreases from 25% wilhout equalization to 
6% with equalization. With more hardware, a further im
provement down to 2% would be feasible. Figure 6 also 
presents the differential gain errors for the diode current, 
which impressively demonstrate that the conversion from a 
current to an optical power generates most of the 
nonlinearities. · 

30 

25 

l 20 

1 15 

10 

5 

0 
-aoo -400 0 400 800 

lnpu1 Vollago (mV) 

FIGURE 6. Transmitter Linearity Perfonnance. 

The complete transmitter is shown in Figure. 7. Using the 
component values given in Figure 7, the discrete biasing 
circuit adjusts the diode current without modulation to 
+3SmA, which produces:a +l.SSV voltage drop across the 
diode. Even at the highest modulation current of 30mA, the 
voltage drop of +1.7V remains far below the collector
emitter saturation voltage. 

The drive capability of lhe OPA660 is limited to ±lSmA. 
For this reason, two OTA current source outputs are con
nected together to increase lhe drive capability to ±30mA. 

The input signal is applied ·to both bases of the OTA. In lhis 
application, each OPA660 operates with 20mA quiescent 
current, and requiring a ~ resistor of 2500. The unused 
buffers of the OPA660s can either be connected to GND by 
a resistor or used for other circuit functions such as compen
sation of the OT A input offset voltage (in this case, ~ 
should be connected to lhe buffer output). 

Figure 8 shows the frequency response of the diode current 
and optical power. F.quation 3 gives a reasonable calculation 
for the 3dB frequency based on the effective capacitance at 
the diode anode and the total resistance: 

f 1 

2nR( Cp + Cor) 

R = Diode resistance, 30 
Cp = Biasing circuit, ~pF 
CDT = lnput capacitance OT A-C, 8pF 
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(3) 

500 

500 
PIN 

-=-

NOTE: (1) OPA660. -=-

FIGURE 7. Transmitter Circuit 

-- I 111111 ,__ -- ij I •111 .... 
I== ~= ..... 

I IA I II ~ 

~~I , __ ,_ 1, 
,__ -- -- ~ - -1--- -1----_ ... - - ... olodo Curront 

..... 
300k 1M 10M 100M 

Frequency (Hz) 

FIGURE 8. Bandwidth Transmitter. 
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When these values are put into the equation, the transmitter 
has a -3dB bandwidth of 800MHz, which corresponds to 
that in actual measurements. Comparing the curves in Figure 
8 with each other shows that the transmitter diode and not 
the transmitter is lhe bandwidth-limiting factor. However, 
the 115MHz optical power matches lhe figures provided in 
the diode specification. 

LOW-NOISE TRANSIMPEDANCE AMPLIFIER 
On the receiver side, the electronic circuitry converts the 
optical power into a voltage, amplifies the normally weak 
signal, and stabilizes the output voltage for different cable 
lengths via an AGC control loop. A sensitive, small,· fairly 
linear PIN-diode such as lhe SFA202 used here delivers 
output currents in lhe µA to mA range in typical applica
tions.• To convert weak, wide-band signals into voltages, 
while.simultaneously amplifying them, is a tough job for 

nA•m~ 
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wide-band amplifiers. Figure 9 shows the typical 
transimpedance configuration. The PIN-diode cathode is 
directly connected to the inverting op amp input The posi~ 
· live input is tied to GND. The effective transimpedance 
resistor connects the output to the inverting input. For low 
frequencies, the output voltage is calculated by: 

v_ 

Rp 
V 0ur = -Ip •----''---=-Ip• Rp 

1+1/GoL 

_Le 
:J:". s 

v_ 

I 

IF I CF l 
L_ __ 1 ~----1 

FIGURE 9. Transimpedance Amplifier. 

(4) 

Obviously, amplification does not work at higher frequen
cies where the open-loop gain {G0J decreases. Op amps, 
like the OPA621 used here, are internally compensated, and 
the open-loop gain rolls off by -20dB/decade. 

Equation 5 allows an estimation ~f the maximum~ size for 
a given -3d8 bandwidth. 

Rp l = 3.2k.O (5) 
21tlOOMHz • 0.SpF 

The minimum detectable input current depends upon the 
noise performance, which in tum is based upon the ~oise of 
the low-noise preamplifier. The various noise sources of a 
transimpedance amplifier are shown in Figure 10. After the 
op amp noise, the next most important noise factor is the 
total thermal noise from all of the resistances. The thermal 
noise can be calculated by the following equation: 

(6) 

Thus, the effective noise voltage increases with temperature, 
T, bandwidth, B, and resistor size. Another often negligible 
noise factor is the pin diode itself. The diode's noise is 
mostly 1/f noise and is much higher in the forward than in 
the reverse region of the diode biasing. It can be calculated 
as follows: -

i; =2elp •B (7) 

To analyi.e the noise from all effective noise sources at the 
transimpedance amplifier output. determine the effective 
noise from all of the individual sources and add them 1rs·m· ajef Burr-Brown JC Applications Handbook 

FIGURE 10. Noise Sources of a Transimpedance Amplifier. 

geometrically to find the square sum. The purpose of a noise 
analysis is to ascertain the minimum detectable input signal 
current from the pin diode. The preamplifier noise perfor
mance also determines the required transmitter power, maxi
mum cable length for a given transmitter current, dynamic 
range of the receiver, and signal-to-noise ratio. By dividing 
the voltage noise at the output by the transimpedance resis
tor Rp, it is possible to calculate the equivalent input noise 
current, which is also the minimum detectable input signal 

The noise performance of any op amp varies over frequency, 
because in any integrated circuit, different noise sources are 
effective in different frequency ranges. 

Table II summarizes the voltage noise density and effective 
noise voltage for the OPA621 vs frequency. The input 
current noise density is listed as 3.3pANHz in the PDS. 
Table III adds up the single noise · sources to find the 
effective noise voltage at the amplifier output for three 
different frequencies. It can be derived that the equivalent 
noise voltage is dependent upon the system bandwidth. 
Thus, for any given transimpedance amplifier, the SIN ratio 
decreases with increasing bandwidth. 

FREQUENCY/Hz VOLTAGE NOISElnYNHz EFF. NOISE/µYrms 

0 -200 10 o. 141 
200-2k 6, 5 0,23 
2k-20k 3,3 0,44 
20k· 1M 2, 5 2,47 
1M-10M 2.3 6,90 

10M • 100M 2,3 21,82 

TOTAL 24.17 

TABLE II. OPA621 Noise Performance vs Frequency. 
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EFFECTIVE VOLTAGE NOISE 

NOISE VOLTAGE NOISE DENSITY pVrma 

SOURCE nVNHz 5MHz 10MHz 100MHz 

uL 4,07 9, 1 12, 9 40, 7 

ul, 1, 29 2,9 4, 1 12, 9 

ufi, 2,42 5, 4 7, 7 24,2 

~ 0, 33 0, 7 1, 0 3,3 

i&,_ 3, 30 7,3 10, 4 33,0 

i; 1, 79 4,0 s. 7 17,9 

TOTAL 13,8 19, 6 61,9 

TABLE III. Receiver Noise Perfonnance. 

As already stated, dividing the equivalent noise at the output 
by the transimpedance resistor value produces the equivalent 
input current noise. The following equation is used to 
calculate the SIN ratio, and Table IV shows the SIN ratio vs 
frequency: 

FREQUENCY 
(MHZ) 

5 
10 

100 

SIN= 20log(-1L) 
IRMs 

CURRENT NOISE 
(nA) 

13, 8 
19,6 
61, 9 

TABLE IV. Signal-to-Noise Ratio. 

(8) 

SIGNAL-TO.NOISE 
RATIO(dB) 

57,2 
57, 2 
44,2 

When low-noise, wide-band amplifiers are combined with 
very low-noise discrete FETs, the results are not only lower 
noise but also a higher SIN ratio and only slightly smaller 
bandwidth. As shown in Figures 11 and 12, the discrete J. 
FET J308 at the input of the final transimpedance amplifier 
version improves the SIN ratio by about SdB at 100MHz. 
The FET in front of the OPA621 functions as a source 
follower, but it is connected to the OPA621 and feedback 
loop in such a way that it does not change the basic 
impedance structure. The photon current flows to the FET 
gate and generates a voltage change. The source follower 
transfers the voltage variation to the noninverting input at a 
lower impedance. In its negative feedback loop, the op amp 
also reacts by varying its output voltage, which causes a 
current to flow through the feedback network until the 
source voltage equals the voltage at the noninverting input. 

The source follower provides no voltage gain but enough 
current gain that the noise from the OPA621 is negligible. 
Since the first gain stage in a composite amp is the primary 
noise-producing element. the main noise source of the cir
cuit presented here is the input current noise at the FET gate, 
which is about lpANHz for the 1308 at lOOk.Hz. 
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FIGURE 11. Receiver CircuiL 
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FIGURE 12. Receiver Bandwidth. 

PARAMETER VALUE 

Frequency 100 
VNOISEffll8 36 
INOISEffll8 36 
RF 1 
SJN 48.9 

\ 
\ 
\ , 

\ 
\\ 

' 100M 300M 

UNITS 

MHz 
pV 
nA 
lcO 
dB 

TABLE V. Summary of Noise-related Perfonnance at 
100MHz. 
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The resistor ~ enables the user to adjust the FET bias 
point To test the frequency response at the PIN-diode 
cathode, a generator provides a 10µ.A photo current, and an 
analyzer records the output vs frequency. The diode anode 
is connected to -15V in order to minimize the effective stray 
capacitance, which remains SpF. 

Two frequ~ncy response curves are shown in Figure 12. The 
top curve reflects the measurement using a 10000 
transimpedance resistor, here the-3dB bandwidth is 110MHz. 
The bottom curve is for a 4700 resistor, where the -3dB 
bandwidth is about 200MHz. 

Table VI shows some test results for the fiber optic transmis
sion system when the input signal is applied to the transmit
ter. The transmitter supplies the LED with a 35mA quiescent 
current and a ±25mA modulation current 

CONDITIONS BW (MHz) SIN (dB) 00(%) THO(%) 

RF 114700 135 40.9 27 -
w/o Proequafizallon 

RF er 1k0 100 44.2 27 -
w/o Preequalizallon 

RF 11 1k0 100 44.2 6 1 
With Preequalizatlon 

TABLE VI. Performance Summary. 

The noise of the transmission system between 0Hz and 
200kHz is illustrated in Figure 13. 
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FIGURE 13. Noise Power vs Frequency. 

AGC AMPLIFIER AND LINE DRIVER 

160k 200k 

Multiplication of analog signals has long been one of the 
most important nonlinear functions of analog circuit tech
nology. Many signal sources, however, deliver weak, oscil
lating, and simultaneously wide-band signals. The • PIN
diode current presented here is no exception, but it is 
equipped with an AGC amplifier to solve this problem. The 
AGC amplifier, in this case the OPA660, measures the 
output voltage, compares it to a reference voltage, and 
adjusts the multiplier control until the output has reached the 
set value. r.RR•mCII 

Elj$C Bu"-Brown IC Applications Handbook 

The OPA660 is used in this configuration both as a two 
quadrant multiplier and as an amplifier. By varying its own 
gain, it keeps the output constant over a wide input voltage 
range. Figure 14 shows a simplified circuit diagram of the 
AGC configuration. The output signal of the transimpedance 
amplifier, which is l0mV for a 10µ.A input current and a 
lkO Rp, is applied to the buffer input of the OPA660. It is 
configured as a differential amplifier with current output 
The second input allows DC restoration of video signals, as 
will be shown later. The amplifier (OPA621) placed after the 
OPA660 converts the output current i of the multiplier into 
a voltage, while providing additional gain and drive capabil
ity. The peak detector and comparator compare the typical 
±1.4V video output voltage with the +1.4V reference. The 
resulting difference in voltage controls the gate of the FET. 
The gate varies the FET drain current, which is also the 
OPA660 quiescent current, until the internal OPA660 
transconductance has compensated the varying input voltage. 

20mVp-p 
~ 

1.4Vp-p 

+SV 

Rour-oV 
2.08k0 

7 8 

-oV 

OPA660 +SV 

Rae 
2500 

Offset 

10k0 
..r-t--.--.1'1/V'-_,-'> 

-oV 

Voor Rororance 

FIGURE 14. Automatic Gain-Controlled Amplifier. 

Figure 15 shows the detailed AGC amplifier schematic. The 
output amplifier is split into an OPA621 and OPA623, 
reducing the gain requirement for each individual op amp in 
order to increase the achievable bandwidth. Unfonunately, it 
is not feasible to replace the voltage-feedback amplifier 
OPA621 with a wider bandwidth current-feedback op amp 
because the feedback resistance is 20kn. In current-feed
back amplifiers, the size of the feedback network determines 
both the closed-loop and the open-loop gain. Thus in prac-
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lice, the larger the resistor, the lower the bandwidth. The 
peak detector and comparator are made up. of discrete 
components. For a more integrated solution. the differential 
amplifier can be replaced by an op amp. 

Besides the automatic signal control,. the circuit presented 
here also makes it possible to control and adjust the DC level 
of the output voltage. This feature is useful for video 
applications in which the blank level, or level at no huni
nance signal, is defined as OV. The sync signals are defined 
from zero to -0.3V, and the luminance ranges from 1.ero to 
+0.7V. To transmit a video signal over a coax cable, an 
amplifier amplifies this.signal by 2. The whole•procedure is 
called DC restoration or black level clamping. A video 

. i 

288 

signal is a signal that appears periodically between sync 
pulses. The signal remains at black level for a short time 
after each horizontal signal pulse, which controls the line 
information. During this short time, a gated error amplifier 
compares the output level with the reference voltage (GND) 
to correct the output to GND. The OPA623 amplifies the 
signal from the preamp and drives the sync separation circuit 
LM1881. It provides the necessary clamp pulse shortly after 
the II sync. The buffer, BUF601, applies the clamp pulse Ile 
to the restoration circuit CA3080, which is switched on and 
generates the correction voltage that is then stored in C4. The 
comparison stops when the clamp pulse returns to logic 
"low", but the capacitor keeps the output voltage at GND as 
a biasing point until the next clamp pulse is applied 
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I 
FIGURE 15. Circuit Schematic of the Transimpedance and AOC Amplifiers. 

Tho Information provided he«lln Is bo!loved to bo reDable; howover, BURR-BROWN assumes no reaponsiblllty for lnaccuracloa or omissions. BURR-BROWN 
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DRIVING VIDEO OUTPUT STAGES 
WITH MONOLITHIC INTEGRATED AMPLIFIERS 

By Christian Henn, Burr-Brown International GmbH 

Increasingly powerful computers and the rapidly expanding 
use of picture processing and CAD/CAM systems in almost 
all industry branches have combined to generate a greater 
and greater demand for higher resolution graphic monitors. 
Controlling the video output stages of these graphic moni
tors is a key to producing such high resolutions. Until 
recently, only highly complex, expensive systems have been 
available to drive hybrid video output stages. But using the 
monolithic amplifiers OPA623 and OPA2662 from Burr
Brown, new methods are possible that make complicated 
solutions a thing of the pasL The OPA623 allows rise ('1um) 
and fall (tp.w) times of 3ns and 2.3ns, respectively, at the 
output, while the OPA2662 is even more impressive at fsusB 
= 2.4ns and '1>ALL = 2.15ns. With this kind of performance, 
the OPA623 and OPA2662 can be used in graphic systems 
with resolutions of 1600 x 1200 pixel and more. 

HIGH-RESOLUTION PICTURE 
PROCESSING SYSTEMS: AN OVERVIEW 
The various standard resolutions range from the commonly 
used VGA standard with 640 x 400 pixels to the super VGA 
with 800 x 600 pixels to CAD/CAM and radar systems with 
over 1600 x 1200 pixels. But while radar and computer 
tomography systems generally use high-resolution 1600 x 
1200 color graphic monitors, monochrome displays with 
2k x 2k resolution and 500MHz bandwidth are now in 
development. To achieve such high resolutions, the moni
tors use horizontal deflection frequencies for electron rays 
between 64kHz and 96kHz, as well as data rates between 
1 OOMbit/s and 250Mbit/s, which are read out from the video 
RAM card. Raising the vertical deflection frequency to more 
than 70Hz causes the horizontal frequency and data rate to 
increase while the resolution remains the same. Controlling 
the pixels by the video controller adds to the demands on the 
video amplifier, and significantly increases the power con
sumption during video signal processing. Instead of a con
tinuous video signal, the video card produces pulse se
quences that return to zero between every two pulses. The 
amplitude of each pulse is equal to the luminance of the 
respective color (R, G, B). An additive optical mixing 

SYSTEM RESOLUTIONS 
STANDARDS H V 

VGA 640 400 
Super VGA 800 800 
CADK:AM 1280 1024 
Work Station 1800 1200 

TABLE I. Timing Requirements. 
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"" (Hz) (Hz) (J.la) 

31.5k 70 31.74 
38k 70 26.31 
64k 60 16.62 
76k 70 13.15 

A.~•184 

process produces the correct color on the screen. For this 
reason, displaying the color white at the maximum ampli
tude is the toughest job for the video amplifier in graphic 
monitors. 

Table I summarizes the various timing requirements 
necessary to produce the most commonly used graphic 
formats. The Tu AcnvB can be calculated by multiplying the 
horizontal cycle time by 0.8, and it includes time for the 
electron ray to return from the right side to the left side of 
the screen during the horizontal retrace time. When calculat
ing fsusB and '1>ALL• it was assumed that each was one third of 
the pixel time. The -3dB bandwidth (f_~ is dependent 
upon the rise time and can be calculated as 0.35/lius£. 

The video signal levels at the interface between the video 
card and monitor are standardized at +0.7Vp for the video 
signal and -0.3Vp for the synchronization pulse. A high
resolution cathode ray tube (CRn functions with bias volt
ages between +65V and + 75V and a modulation voltage of 

~.7V - - - - - - - - - - - - -

ov 

-0.3V 

+65V----

Calhodo Voltage 

+16V - - - - - - - - - - - - -

ov--------------

FIGURE 1. Pulse Sequences from a Signal Graphic Cathode. 

PIXEUCLOCK ,_ TIMEIPIXEL FREQUENCY '--u. -3dBBW 
(na) (na) (Hz) (na) (Hz) 

25.39 39.67 25M 13.22 26.47M 
21.04 26.30 38M 8.76 40M 
12.49 9.75 102M 3.25 107M 
10.52 6.57 152M 2.19 160M 
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up to S0Vp-p with high luminance densities between the 
cathode and ground. For sufficient contrast, the total gain 
between the input and cathode must be between 70 and 166, 
depending upon the contrast control method in use. The 
cathode is a capacitive load of about 8pF, which rises to at 
least 12pF when combined with stray capacitances from the 
supply lines, connectors, and required protection circuitry. 

Gain 
Output Amplltudo 
fiw-",m (40V, 12pF) 
Driver Current 
SlowRato 
Unoarlty 

7010168 
50VIMX 

2ns 
±300mAp-p 
25000V/µ8 

1% 

TABLE II. Video Output Stage Requirements for a 
1600 X 1280 Graphic System. 

VIDEO AMPLIFIER CONCEPT 
Since the development of the first monitors, various types of 
amplifiers have been designed according to specific require
ments and applications. The type of amplifier structure 
shown in Figure 2 has become the standard for high-grade 
monitors. 

The amplifier at the front end of the circuit is equipped with 
a simple ttansconductance multiplier to control the signal. 
Since this type of multiplier has a small linear modulation 
range, it is necessary to reduce the signal in the amplifier 
from 0.7Vp to 0.3Vp. The following driver stage amplifies 
the signal 8 to 15 times and drives the output stages at 
approximately 4Vp-p. The output stage then amplifies the 
signal again to S0Vp-p max and provides the necessary 
driving power to charge the cathode and stray capacitances. 
At the back porch that occurs at the beginning of each line 
after the horizontal switch. the control circuit compares the 
cathode voltage to an adjustable bias and corrects any 
deviations from the bias. Depending on the type of amplifier 
structure, the bias point control drives either the input of the 
driver amplifier or the output stage. The entire video ampli
fier then reverses the video signal. A 0V signal at the input, 
which appears as a dark spot, is converted at the cathode to 
a voltage between +65V and + 75V, depending upon the bias 
point of the cathode. A +O. 7V signal, which corresponds to 
maximum luminance, is converted with maximum contrast 
control to a S0V modulation hub between the CRT bias point 
and ground. Figure 1 illustrates these conversions. 

VIDEO OUTPUT STAGE 
Until a few years ago, the standard circuit for video output 
stages was a cascode stage with or without a subsequent 
complementary emitter follower. The advantages of this 
circuit are that it is easy to design and avoids the Miller 
effect (harmful collector-base capacitances) in the amplify
ing transistor. Inductances in series to the collector resistor 
and RC parts parallel to the emitter resistor allow users to 
adjust the circuit as required by their particular application. 
The disadvantages of the cascode stage are its asymmetrical 
transient response and high power dissipation at short rise 
and fall times. 

We conducted several experiments with various configura
tions to test the ability of the OPA623 and OPA2662 to 
control a discrete cascode stage. As shown in Figure 3, a few 
of these configurations failed because there are no discrete 
cascode transistors effective for this application. The inte
grated dual current source OPA2662 can produce a charge 
current of up to 300mA in the emitter of a transistor like the 
BFQ262 at rise times of about 2ns, but internal transistor and 
emitter resistances and any package stray capacitances limit 
and delay the current conversion from the emitter to the 
collector of the BFQ262. 

Further tests were done using an output stage manufactured 
on a hybrid process, and these tests were successful. Figure 
6 shows the schematic of the output stage, which is available 
from Philips under the part number CR3425. Using the test 
configuration shown in Figure 7, it was possible to check the 
performance of the hybrid circuit by itself. The pulse genera
tor HP8130A drives the· output stages via a terminated 500 
line with rise and fall times of 0.7ns each and a signal 
amplitude of 4Vp. The output stage is supplied from 80V, 
and 60mA quiescent current flows when no signal is being 
applied. The rise and fall times measured at a 50V signal bub 
and 12pF load capacitance are impressively low at 2.15ns. 
Figure 8 shows the pulse responses at lOns/div and 2ns/div. 

AN ALTERNATIVE METHOD 
OF DRIVING THE OUTPUT STAGE 
With the hybrid circuit CR3425, a cost-effective, high
performance circuit is now available for high-resolution 
graphic monitors that effectively controls the output of the 
video output stage. Now, however, the problem is control
ling the input of the video output stage. What we need is a 

50Vp-p 
Drivor Ampliflet 

L----.-i SyncSoparatlon -------

FIGURE 2. Video Output Stage Requirements for a 1600 X 1280 Graphic System. mm• Burr-Brown IC Applications Handbook 
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+SOV 

..J. 12pF . 

VIH 7 OPA2662 

FIGURE 3. Video Output Stage. 

driver amplifier that takes the pulse after contrast control 
and amplifies it with no edge slopes, as well as controlling 
the complex input resistance in the output stage with a slew 
rate of over 1500V /µs for positive and negative signal 
transitions. The hybrid driver amplifiers currently on the 
market function only with NPN transistors in class A opera
tion. Nonfeedback amplifiers are relatively low-cost but 
have high power consumption and. more importantly, can 
hardly produce the 1280 x 1024 resolution required for 
positive signal edges. 

The Current-Feedback Amplifier OPA623 and the Dual 
Current Source OPA2662, two monolithic ICs manufactured 
on a complementary bipolar process, offer reasonably P.riced, 
effective alternatives. These new ICs differ both in perfor
mance and in manufacturing costs. They are not, however. 
limited to video output stage control. The problem of con
trolling an input or load resistance is a much more general 
dilemma present in a wide variety of applications. The real 
trick is to find amplifiers that can operate stably with 
complex loads, have low power consumption, and are ca
pable of charging load capacitances with high currents in as 
little time as possible. In these categories as well, the 
OPA623 and OPA2662 prove themselves extremely viable 
options. 

DRIVER AMPLIFIER USING THE OPA623 
The Wide-Band Current-Feedback Amplifier, OPA623, is 
available in 8-pin DIL and SO packages and delivers up to 
±70mA output current at a supply voltage of ±5V and low 
quiescent current of 4mA. Figure 9 shows the driver circuit 
using the OPA623. The OPA623 amplifies the video signal 

. . 
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FIGURE 4. Cathode Voltage Control. 

-=-

FI<;,URE 5. Basic Configuration of the Driver Circuit 

.------------o+aov 

Out 
----0~ 

J_ 

FIGURE 6. Internal Structure of the Video Output Stage 
CR3425. 

from 0.8Vp to 4Vp and drives the complex input resistance 
of the CR3425 output stage. Figure 10 shows the pulse 
response at the OPA623 output, and Figure 11 that at the 
output of the video output stage. The rise and fall times of 
the OPA623 are l.85ns and l.95ns, respectively. Thus the 
OPA623 can drive complex loads of 240 + 287n II 50pF at 
an output voltage of 4Vp and slew rate of about 1700V/µs 
(ca. 4Vp • 0.8ns/l .9ns). Using the OPA623, the output of the 
video output stage CR3425 can charge the 12pF load capaci
tor with 40V in 3ns and discharge 40V in 2.3ns. In contrast 
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to direct control, control using the OPA623 results in an 
edge slope of 0.85ns for the rising edge and 0.15ns for the 
falling edge. 

DRIVER AMPLIFIER USING THE OPA2662 
The second test used the Dual Diamond Transistor OP A2662 
to drive the video output stage. This new wide-band IC 
contains two voltage-controlled current sources 
(transconductance amplifiers) in a 16-pin package. Each 
current source delivers or pulls up to ±75mA at its high
impedance collector. The voltage at the high-impedance 

t,a0.7na 
t,a0.7na 

FIGURE 7. Driver Circuit Using a Pul5:e Generator. 

~ 
1- "- r--

,-------

' 
- r--

o w ~ oo ~ ~ oo ro oo oo ~ 
1imo(na) 

FIGURE 8. Test Circuit Response. 

t,110.7na 
,, .. o.1ns 

FIGURE 9. Driver Circuit Using the OPA623. 
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base appears in low-impedance form at the emitter and 
produces a current flow toward ground via the emitter 
resistor. This current is then reflected by a factor of 3 to the 
collector. As shown in Figure 12, it's easy to connect two 
current sources in parallel, which produces driving power of 
±lSOmA. A compensation network connected to the emit
ters provides even more current during the charge phase. 
Figure 13 shows the excellent test results using this configu
ration. At the output of the CR3425, the design produces rise 
and fall times of 2.4ns and 2.lSns, respectively, with cath
ode voltage variation of SOVp-p. This variation is the maxi-

+80V:60mA t,a2.15ns 
t1a2.15na 

SOVp-p 

u 
I12pF 

&t=~t6jls 

~ I 
t :, I 
I 

I I 
I \ I 
I \: I 

i ~ 
I ,, 

!I.. I/""'" -

0 2 4 8 8 10 12 14 18 18 ~ 

Tlme(ns) 

• 80V:80mA t,=3.0na 
t,a2.3na 

50Vp-p 

u 
I12pF 

293 



For Immediate Assistance, Contact Your Local Salesperson 

mum possible cathode modulation, during which most 
picture tubes are already in overdrive. Reducing the maxi
mum output voltage lowers the rise and fall times to less 
than 2ns, making it possible to process video pulses of 6ns. 
The shorter the pulse, the more important it is to achieve 
sufficient cathode voltage, since high resolutions are accom
panied by high horizontal deflection frequencies so that the 
turnaround time of the electron ray at the phosphor point 
becomes shorter and shorter. The rise time of a phosphor 
point is the time until it converts to the electron charge into 
a visible light (R, G, or B). 

In comparison to direct control of the output stage by a 
generator, when controlled by the OP A2662, the rising edge 
has a small additional edge slope of 0.25ns and the falling 
edge is driven exactly as fast as with direct control. Consid
ering that most signal generators are quite expensive, this 
comparison speaks quite well for the OPA2662. 

P\ 

I 

"'- -

o w ~ oo ~ ~ oo ro oo ~ ~ 
rimo(ns) 

FIGURE 10. OPA623 Output 
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FIGURE 11. Response of the Test Circuit Shown in Figure 6. 
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CONCLUSION 
Only in the last few years has it become possible to use 
integrated amplifiers in video signal processing with high
resolution monitors. New developments in circuit technol
ogy and IC manufacturing processes, as well as the rapidly 
increasing demand for low-cost displays, have combined to 
accelerate advances in video design. Today, integrated RBG 
video amplifiers are already available with a bandwidth of 
100MHz. In addition to amplification and contrast control, 
these amplifiers offer additional functions such as clamping, 
blanking, and sync separation, and they can also drive the 
output stage. 

Both driver circuit configurations shown here allow video 
output stage control that is less integrated but also more 
powerful, and the configurations achieve a level of perfor
mance previously possible only with complex, large. and 

41 = 1.85jJs 
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expensive hybrid circuits. The lower cost, smaller driver 
circuit using the OPA623 can be used for 1600 x 1280 
resolutions, while the OPA2662 can be used for applications 
requiring resolutions of up to 2k x 2k. It should be noted, 
however, that at 2k X 2k both the driver circuit and the video 
output stage operate at their performance limit At frequen
cies over 100MHz, separation of the three color channels in 
different video amplifiers is the only effective way to keep 
the crosstalk between the channels to less than 30dB. Fi
nally, a comparison of the two driver circuits demonstrates 
the superiority of a high-impedance current source over a 
low-impedance voltage source when controlling low-imped
ance, capacitive loads. Although the OPA623 with 350MHz 
appears at first glance a better choice than the OPA2662 
with 200MHz, the current-source output and higher drive 
capability of the OPA2662 give it an edge in practice. 

t,a0.7na 
1, .. o.1na 

600 

FIGURE 12. Driver Circuit Using the OPA2662. 
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FIGURE 13. Test Circuit Response Curves. 

The next step will be to assemble both the monolithic 
integrated driver amplifier and the hybrid video output stage 
on the same substrate. 

Both driver circuits are available from Burr-Brown as as
sembled demo boards so that you can test the configurations 
for yourself. 

REFERENCES 
OPA623 Product Data Sheet 
Burr-Brown 

OPA2662 Product Data Sheet 
Burr-Brown 

CR3425 Product Data Sheet 
Philips 
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FIGURE 14. Driver Circuit 1. 
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FIGURE 15. Driver Circuit 2. 
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SWOP AMPS SIMPLIFY RF SIGNAL PROCESSING 

When designing high performance systems. for RF and video 
applications requiring amplifiers, multiplexers, or program
mable gain amplifiers, finding the right components to do 

. the job is not simple. A pair of SWOP amps from Burr
Brown, the OPA675 and OPA676, open the door to high 
speed without the headaches. These devices are true opera
tional amplifiers with a built-in switchable front end, hence 
the name SWOP amp, for SWitchable input OP amp. The 
resulting integrated circuit functions as a fast settling 
wideband op amp with a DPDT switch on the two input pins. 
Using a SWOP amp makes it easy to switch from one 
channel to another in nanoseconds. 

Figure 1 shows the OPA676 multiplexing two input signals 
into a single output. The gain for each channel is set by 
external feedback resistors according to standard op amp 
design techniques. The inverting input pins for both input 
stages are connected to the same feedback network, guaran
teeing that the gains will be identical for both channels 
without requiring precision matched resistors. 

VINI 
Channel A 

-=-

F½ 
1960 

Voor 

FIGURE 1. Two-Input Multiplexer with a Gain of +SV N for 
Each Channel. Gain is identical for each channel 
without precision resistors. Bandwidth is greater 
than 100MHz. 

Either channel may be configured as inverting or 
noninverting. If different gains are desired for the two 
channels, separate feedback networks may be used as shown 
in Figure 2. Note that the compensation node is common to 
both channels. The capacitor must be large enough to make 
the channel with the lowest gain stable. For this reason, 
channel B in Figure 2 has R, added across the inputs to make 

m•BAOWN• EH::11 

the noise gain equal to +lOVN, although the signal gain is 
+2VN. This allows the SWOP amp to be compensated with 
6.SpF for a gain of+ lOV N, instead of the 35pF that would 
be required for a gain of +2VN. The noise gain calculation 
is: 

Noise GcUllawoo,i. 8 = 1 + RJ(Rs II R,) 

Channel A 

VIH2n--------
Channol8 

-=-

FIGURE 2. SWOP amp with a Gain of+ l0VN for Channel 
A. Gain of +2V N for channel B. Connecting 
both inputs together yields a programmable gain 
amplifier. 

AB-092 

By selecting different gains for each channel and connecting 
the inputs together, a programmable gain amplifier is real
ized. The selectable input amplifier can also function as a 
gated amplifier, for noise blanking with RF signals, or a 
return to zero deglitcher for digital-to-analog converters. 
Filtering may be added to any of the circuits shown here, 
using standard op amp filter designs. 

Figure 3 shows a four channel MUX made with three SWOP 
amps. The circuit for each amplifier is shown in Figure 1 
with SWOP amps A1 and A2 used to MUX the four channels 
into two. 

~ performs the final multiplexing down to one output 
channel. The circuit uses two bits for channel select. as 
shown in the table in Figure 3. The second bit selects 
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channel A or B on amplifier A1 and channel C or D on 
amplifier~ The fust bit selects side A or B on amplifier A,, 
which selects the output of amplifier A1 or amplifier A,,, 
respectively. 

Using regular operational amplifier design techniques, any 
of the four channels may be configured for any inverting or 
noninverting gain. Note that the SWOP amp is optimized for 
gains greater than 2. Filtering can also be added to one or 
more channels. When selecting the compensation capacitor 
for the three amplifiers, several things should be considered 
for optimum performance. Split up the gain for each channel 
evenly between the first bank of SWOP amps 

(A1 and AJ and A,. This allows all the amplifiers to be 
compensated for maxinmm bandwidth. For a wide range of 
gains, try to group high gains on A1 and low gains on A,,. 
This allows A1 to be compensated lightly for the high gains, 
maximizing bandwidth. 

Another technique for optimizing the bandwidth for differ
ent gains is to make a low-gain channel by placing the fust 
SWOP amp in a gain of 8 to 12 and preceding it with an 
attenuator. This will degrade SNR, since the input signal is 
attenuated before it is added to the first SWOP amp's noise. 
This is usually not ~roblem because the SWOP amp 
exhibits only 2.3nVNHz input noise. 

Channel Soloct Bil 2 

Channel Soled Bit 1 

8 

-=-

8 
CHANNEL BIT 1 BIT 2 

A O O 

B 0 

C 0 

D 

FIGURE 3. A Fast, Four-input Multiplexer Using Three SWOP amps. V 011f = 4 • VIN for the selected channel. Bandwidth is 
70MHz. 
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OPERATIONAL AMPLIFIER MACROMODELS: A COMPARISON 
By Bonnie Baker (602) 746-7468 

All major competitors in the operational amplifier markets 
are providing their customers Spice-based macromodels. 
These models give the designer a tool to do initial character
ization and a limited amount of system troubleshooting. In 
the interest of faster simulation times and lower CPU memory 
requirements, macro topologies have been developed to 
simulate a majority of the op amp's performance character
istics. Several different approaches to creating macromodels 
have been used, each producing a macro with its own set of 
strengths and weaknesses. ,Circuit simulations have become 
increasingly important to the systems level designer. By 
using macros, the designer can quickly determine gross 
limitations of their design and correct potential problems in 
the circuit quickly at the computer terminal. Although it is 
not reconunended that circuit simulation replace the bread 
board, many costly design problems can be quickly identi
fied during the simulation cycle. By using a macromodel as 
a simulation tool, the designer may be able to shorten the 
design cycle of their circuit This, of course, assumes that the 
model's level of accuracy is adequate for the design's 
constraints and trade offs. If the systems designer is aware 
of the capabilities and limitations of the macro that has been 
selected for the simulation phase, the entire design cycle can 
be significantly reduced Many of the macro's limitations 
can also be overcome with easily implemented enhance
ments to the basic macromodel architecture, depending on 
the specific application requirements. A good selection of 
the correct model with appropriate enhancements enables 

the designer to use the op amp macromodel as an effective 
tool in system level circuit design. 

Historically, circuit simulation tools, such as SPICE(1>, were 
developed for the integrated circuit designer. SPICE uses 
detailed mathematical formulas, which emulate the behavior 
of actual devices. The IC designer uses simulation tools, 
such as SPICE, extensively during the circuit design cycle. 
The level of sophistication that the IC circuit designer 
requires is that every element is simulated as closely to 
actual performance as possible. As a consequence, the ma
jority of elements in the simulated circuit are non-linear 
elements, such as bipolar transistors, field-effect transistors, 
etc. Because of the complex behavior of these non-linear 
elements in the Spice simulation environment, these ele
ments require more simulation time and computer memory. 
With increased integrated circuit complexity, performance 
and size, simulation time artd computer memory have be
come critical simulation constraints for the software and 
systems used by the IC designer. 

This limitation has prevented the systems level designer 
from taking full advantage of the same simulation tools. As 
a result, macros have gained popularity as an alternative tool 
for circuit simulation at the systems level. Op amp macros 
are designed to model specific, predetermined amplifier 
characteristics. When Spice is used as the preferred soft
ware, the op amp macro is typically developed with one of 
two basic design approaches. 

FIGURE 1. Boyle Macromodel Used to Simulate Operational Amplifiers. 
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MACROMODEL DESIGN APPROACHES 
The first basic macromodel design approach involves reduc
ing the complexity of the circuit. For example, the input 
stage of an op amp can be reduced to a differential pair with 
a resistive load, biased with a current source. The actual 
op amp could have a cascoded differential input with active : 
load and the current source biasing the input stage would be 
built using a transistor that would have the non-linearities 
associated with early voltage and collector resistance, etc. 
Throughout the macromodel circuit, transistors that are 
deemed non-critical are replaced with linear elements, such 
as current sources, resistors, etc. The reduction in complex
ity reduces the number of nodes in the circuit as well as the 
number of non-linear devices, both of which will reduce 
simulation time. To reduce simulation time even further, the 
transistors are as near to ideal as possible. This is done 
by reducing the number of transistor model parameters. The 
obvious benefit of this macromodel design approach is a 
reduction in simulation time; however, op amp perfonnance 
is compromised to some extent. For example, the input stage 
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of the model described does not model the common-mode 
input range of the amplifier properly. 

A second method that is used in macromodelling is the build 
method. When this method is used, the designer of the macro 
characterizes the perfonnance of the op amp and then builds 
the macro-out of ideal linear elements, such as resistors, 
inductors, capacitors, dependent sources and independent 
sources. A good example of this topology would be the op 
amp hybrid pi-model where the input stage of the amplifier 
is a resistor. The voltage across that resistor is sensed by the 
gain stage, etc •. The simulation time of this type of model is 
significantly faster than the first macromodel design method; 
however, the op amp performance is compromised to a great 
extent with this approach. 

THE BOYLE OP AMP MACROMODEL 
The Boyle Op Amp Macromodel<ll was designed using the 
simplification method to design the input stage and the build 
method for the remainder of the macro design. As shown in 
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FIGURE 2. MPZ Op Amp Macromodel Blocks. Duplicate phase blocks are allowable in the macromodel design. 
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Figure 1, the only transistors in the Boyle model are used for 
the input differential pair of the op amp. All other elements 
are linear devices with the exception of a few diodes that are 
used as clamps. The ac parameters that this model topology 
simulates are slew rate, unity gain frequency, gain/phase for 
a one or two pole amplifier and a simplified· ac output 
resistance. DC characteristics modelled are quiescent cur
rent, short circuit output current, output voltage swing maxi
mums and minimums, input bias current, common-mode 
rejection -ratio, and de output resistance. The Boyle 
macromodel performance characteristics listed above suf
fice for many general applications. However, temperature 
perfonnance, common-mode input range, offset voltage, 
offset current, input protection, power supply rejection, 
noise, THD, input impedance, good ac output resistance, and 
change in supply current versus supply voltage are a few of 
the more important parameters that are not modelled with 
the Boyle macro topology. Several op amp vendors have 
chosen to design their macros around the Boyle topology. Of 
the companies using the Boyle model that were researched, 
all added enhancements to the Boyle model to include a few 
more operational amplifier performance features. 

THE MULTIPLE POLE/ZERO MACROMOOEL 
Another popular topology using both macromodelling meth
ods is shown in Figure 2. The model shown in Figure 2 and 
the Boyle model (Figure 1) have identical input stages, but 
all of the remaining stages are . differenL 'Ibis topology 
evolved from several sources<',4) and is named after the mid
section of the model, multiple polehero or MPZ. The mid
section of this model can be expanded to include additional 
poles, pole-zero, or zero-pole stages. The MPZ macro has 
the same de performance characteristics as the Boyle model 
as well as input offset bias ~ent, input offset voltage and 
input differential impedance. The ac parameters that this 
model topology simulates are slew rate, unity· gain fre
quency, gain/phase for a multiple pole/zero amplifier, CMRR 
versus frequency, and a simplified ac output resistance. In 
addition, the MPZ macro models change in quiescent cur
rent versus change in supply voltage, has no ground refer
ence, and splits the output current between the supplies 
instead of sinking and sourcing from ground. A few of the 
MPZ limitations are a lack of temperature performance, 
poor modelling of common-mode input range, no input 
protection circuitry, no power supply rejection, no noise, no 
THO, and the ac output resistance is modelled with a one 
zero system. 

THE BOYLE MACROMODEL 
VERSUS THE MPZ MACROMODEL 
When comparing op amp macro performance, there are two 
simulation characteristics that are critical to the systems 
designer. The macro must model the electrical performance 
of the op amp in the designer's application of interest, and 
secondly, the macro must perform the simulation in area
sonable amount of time using a reasonable amount of com
puter memory. 
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When comparing the electrical performance of the Boyle 
model versus· the MPZ model, the MPZ model provides 
several additional performance characteristics that the Boyle 
does noL For instance, the MPZ model models the same DC 
parameters that the Boyle model does and additionally input 
offset voltage and input offset bias current The MPZ macro 
lacks a reference to ground w.hich is sometimes convenient 
in level shift circuits. where the Boyle modeJ has several 
ground references in the circuiL Additionally, the MPZ 
macro draws output current from the supplies' nodes instead 
of the ground node. 'Ibis is useful when power supply 
requirements are evaluated. The real power of the MPZ 
macro, however. is in the ac domain. If an op amp has more 
than two poles and/or additional pole/zero pairs in its trans
fer function, the Boyle model is unable to do an adequate job 
simulating the op amp. 

FIGURE 3. An Instrumentation Amplifier Using the 
Industry Standard OPA27. 

To demonstrate this, the application in Figure 3 was chosen. 
A test to determine the ac accuracy of an op amp macromodel 
that is frequently recommended is to compare the sinmlated 
unity-gain transient response of the op amp to the actual 
performance of the device at the bench. Although this is a 
good place to start when performing the macromodel ac 
performance verification. most macros are optimized to 
have the correct gain/phase at the zero crossing of the 
transfer function (see Figures 4 and 5). When the application 
demands that the op amp maaomodel perf orrns with various 
configurations, the real power of the MPZ macromodel 
topology is easily demonstrated. The OPA27, a generic 
amplifier, is used to demonstrate. The simulated results of 
Figure 3 are shown in Figure 6. In Figure 6, the excessive 
phase of the two op amp instrumentation amplifier is mod
elled successfully by the MPZ macro (19.2% overshoot) and 
unsuccessfully by the Boyle model (9.3% overshoot). The 
scope photo in Figure 7 verifies the MPZ as being the more 
accurate macro for this application. On the other hand, the 
Boyle macro outperforms the MPZ macro in better simula
tion time and use of computer memory. When simulating 
one op amp, this is not a critical issue: however. in multiple 
amplifier applications the MPZ macro becomes CPU hun
gry. Assuming no convergence proble~ exist in the mac
ros, the operating-point calculation is largely a function of 
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the number of cin:uit elements specified in the net list With 
increased op amp complexity, the MPZ macro quick
ly begins to consume more simulation time. Similarly, the 
overhead nm time of the ac analysis increases with each 
additional element The transient analysis is much more 
difficult to quantify, because of numerous factors that come 
into p\a-y. 'The primary players are the number of transient 
iterations and the accuracy of the result needed for each 
calculation. In many instances, the MPZ macro will require 
that the programmer change the default. values of the two 
variables in the .OPI'IONS statement of Spice by increasing 
the number of iterations from 10 to 40 (ITIA) and changing 
the relative tol from 0.001 to 0.01 (RELTOL). H the de
signer can afford to sacrifice accurate ac performance from 
the macromodeJ, the Boyle model is the better choice. 
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FIGURE 4. Spice Gain Plots of the OPA27 Boyle and MPZ 
Macromodels. 
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FIGURE 6. Spice Simulation of the Small Signal Transient 
Response of the Instrumentation Amplifier 
Shown in Figure 3. 

FIGURE 7. Scope Photo of the Small Signal Transient Re
sponse of the Instrumentation Amplifier Shown 
in Figure 3. 
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POWER AMPLIFIER STRESS 
AND POWER HANDLING LIMITATIONS 

By Bruce Trump (602) 746-7347 
To achieve reliable power amplifier designs you must con- r---------------------. 
sider the stress on the amplifier compared to its power 
handling limitations. Power handling limits are specified by 
the Safe Operating Area (SOA) curves of the power amp. 
Stress on the amplifier depends on amplifier load and signal 
conditions which can be evaluated with straightforward 
techniques. 

Consider the simplified power op amp shown in Figure 1. 
Output transistors Q1 and ~ provide positive and negative 
output current to the load. lour is shown flowing out of the 
amplifier, so Q is supplying the output currenL For positive 
output current, ~ is "off' and can be ignored 

The stress on Q1 under load is related to the output current 
and the voltage across Q1 (its collector-to-emitter voltage, 
V c;p). The product of these quantities, 1Our• V CE• is the power 
dissipation of Q,. This power dissipation is one important 
consideration, but the "safe operating area" provides a more 
complete description of the amplifier's limits. 

SAFE OPERATING AREA 
The power handling ability of a power transistor is charac
terized by its Safe Operating Area (SOA), Figure 2. The 
SOA curve shows permissible voltage, (V c::p) and current, 
(10ur). The maximum safe current is a function of V CE· The 
characteristic shape of this curve bas four distinct regions. 

At low V m• maximum output current can be safely delivered 
to the load. Exceeding the maximum current in this region 
can overstress wire bonds or metallization on the die and 
destroy the device. 

Max Current 

V+ 

I\ 

+ 
VCE Vcea(V+)-V 0 

I\ 

V-

FIGURE 1. Simplified Power Op Amp Circuit 

As V CE is increased, the power dissipation of the transistor 
increases until self-heating raises the junction temperature to 
its maximum safe value. All points along this thermally 
limited region (dotted lines) produce the same power cfissi
pation. V CE• Io is a constant 120W (at 25°C) in Figure 2. All 
points on this region of the curve produce the same maxi
mum junction temperature. Exceeding the safe output cur
rent in this region may damage the transistor junction. 
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As V m is further increased, beyond the thermally limited 
region, the safe output current decreases more rapidly. This 
so-ailed second breakdown region is a characteristic of 
bipolar output transistors. It is caused by the tendency of 
bipolar transistors to produce "hot spots"-points on the 
transistor where current flow concentrates at high V m• 

Exceeding the safe output current in the second breakdown 
region can produce a localized thermal runaway, destroying 
the transistor. 

The final limit is the breakdown voltage of the transistor. 
This maximum power supply voltage cannot be exceeded. 

Often, an SOA curve provides information showing bow the 
safe output current varies with case temperature. This ac
counts for the affect of case temperature on junction tem
perature. Additional lines may show the maximum safe 
current for pulses of various durations according to the 
thermal time constants of a device. 

The SOA curve should be interpreted as an absolute maxi
mum rating. Operation at any point on the thermal limit 
portion of the curve produces the maximum allowable junc
tion temperature-a condition not advised for long-term 
operation. Although operation on the second-breakdown 
portion of the curve produces lower temperature, this line is 
still an absolute maximum. Operation below this limit will 
provide better reliability (i.e.-better MITF). 

HEAT SINKING 
In addition to assuring that an application does not exceed 
the safe operating area of the power amplifier, you must also 
assure that the amplifier does not overheaL To provide an 
adequate heat sink, you nmst determine the maximum power• 
dissipation. The following discussions detail methods and 
considerations that affect SOA requirements and power 
dissipation and heat sink requirements. 

SHORT-CIRCUITS 
Some amplifier applications must be designed to survive a 
short-circuit to ground. This forces the full power supply 
voltage (either V+ or V-) across the conducting output 
transistor. The amplifier will immediately go into current 
limiL To survive this condition a power op amp with 
adjustable current limit must be set to limit at a safe level. 

Example I 
What is the maximum current limit value which would 
protect against short-circuit to ground when OPA502 
(Figure 2) power supplies are ±40V? 

Answer-
If the case temperature could be held to 25°C, the 
current limit could be set to 3A, maximum. This would 
be unlikely, however, since the amplifier would dissi
pate 120W durl.-ig short-circuiL It would require an 
"infmite" or ideal heat sink to maintain the case tem
perature at 25°C in normal room ambient conditions. 
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If the case temperature were held to 85°C, a 2A current 
limit would be safe. Power dissipation would be 80W, 
requiring a heat sink of 0.75°C/W-a large heat sink. 
(See Application Bulletin AB-038 for heat sink calcula
tions.)· 

If the op amp must survive a short-circuit to one of the power 
supplies, for instance, the maximum V m would be the total 
of both supplies-a very demanding case. 

Not all applications must (or can be) designed for short
circuit protection. It is a severe condition for a power 
amplifier. Additional measures such as fuses or circuitry to 
sense a fault condition can limit the time the amplifier must 
endure a short-circuiL This can greatly reduce the heat sink 
requiremenL 

An additional feature of the OPA502 and OPA512 power 
amplifiers, the optional fold-over circuit, can be connected 
on the current limit circuiL This can be set to reduce the 
current limit value when V m is large-exactly the condition 
that exists with a short-circuiL While useful in some appli
cations, the foldover limiter can produce unusual behavior
especially with reactive loads. See the OPA502 data sheet 
for details. 

RESISTIVE LOADS-OC OPERATION 
Consider a power amplifier driving a resistive load. It is 
tempting to check for safe operation only at maximum 
output voltage and currenL But this condition is not usually 
the most stressful. 

At maximum output voltage, the voltage across the conduct
ing transistor, V cs, is at a minimum and the power dissipa
tion is low. In fact, if the amplifier output could swing all the 
way to the power supply rail, the current output would be 
high, but the amplifier power dissipation would be zero 
because V m would be zero. 

Figure 3 plots power from the power supply, load power, 
and amplifier power dissipation . as a function of output 
voltage delivered to a resistive load. The power delivered to 
the load increases with the square of the output voltage 
(P = J2R), while the power from the power supply increases 
linearly. The amplifier dissipation ( equal to the difference of 
the first two curves) follows a parabola. If the amplifier 
output could swing all the way to the power supply rail 
(dotted portion of lines), all the power from the supply 
would be delivered to the load and the amplifier dissipation 
would be zero. 

Peak amplifier dissipation occurs at an output voltage of 
(V + )/2, or 50% outpuL At this point, V m is (V + )ll. and Io is 
(V+)/(2RJ. The amplifier dissipation at this worst-case 
point is the productofVmand Io, or(V+)2/(4RJ. Check this 
condition to assure that it is within the SOA of the amplifier. 
Also be sure that you have sufficient heat sinking for the 
calculated power dissipation to prevent overheating. 
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FIGURE 3. DC Power Dissipation, Resistive Load. 

Example 2 
An unbalanced power supply is often used with power, 
amplifiers to allow a large unipolar output voltage. A 
+ 70V /-SV power supply is used with the OP A502 to 
drive a 3on load connected to ground. What is the worst 
case power dissipation and SOA requirement? 

Answer-
The worst case occurs at half output, where VO = 35V, 
and V m = 35V •. The output curr~t at this point would 
be 35V /3on = 1.17 A which is within the SOA., P9wer 
dissipation would be 35V • 1.17 A = 41 W. 

Other points to consider: The maximum output voltage 
would be approximately 65V, and 65V/30!l = 2.17A. 
At this point, V m = 5V, a safe value on the SOA. 

If the current limit were set to accommodate the full 
output of 2.17A, it would not be safe for short-circuits 
to ground. With a short-circuit to ground, V m = 70V 
where the maximum safe current is 0.4A. 
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Some applications must handle pulses of current or varying 
current waveforms with a low duty-cycle. The SOA plot 
sometimes shows an ability to supply larger currents for 
short duration pulses. In Figure 2, the SOA limits are labeled 
for Sms, lms and 0.Sms pulses. The duty-cycle umst be low 
(approximately 5% or less), so that heating in the output 
transistor is given time to dissipate. 

Unusual current waveforms can be estimated with an ap
proximation to a rectangular pulse as shown in Figure 4. 
With a resistive load, the most stressful condition is when 
the output voltage is approximately half the supply voltage 
as shown. For other types of loads, evaluate any condition 
that produces significant load current and high V Cf!.• Appli
cations which pulse currents beyond the de SOA of the 
amplifier should be evaluated very carefully since they are 
pushing the limits of the device. Good reliability is achieved 
by taking a _conservative approach to SOA limits. 

AC SIGNALS 
Imagine a time-varying signal that rapidly transverses the 
curves in Figure 3. The point of maximum dissipation is 
passed only briefly. If the signal changes rapidly enough 
(above S0Hz), the thermal time constant of the device causes 
the junction temperature to be determined by the average 
power dissipation. So, ac applications are generally less 
demanding than de applications of the s~ peak voltage 
and current requirements. 

If the signal is bipolar, such as a sine wave centered around 
zero, each output transistor "rests" for a half-cycle. The total 
amplifier dissipation is shared between the two output ttan
sistors, lowering the effective thermal resistance of the 
package. 

If the instantaneous peak dissipation point is within the SOA 
of the amplifier, the primary concern is providing a suffi-

FIGURE 4. Pulsed Loads. cient heat sink to prevent overheating. Since this peak 
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condition is passed only briefly during an ac cycle, ac 
applications operate reliably, closer to the SOA limit 

Figure 5 shows the power curves for a power amplifier with 
±40V supplies and an sn resistive load. Again, powers are 
plotted with respect to the percentage of maximum voltage 
output. As with de, the power delivered from the power 
supply increases linearly with output voltage and the power 
delivered to the load increases with the square of the output 
voltage. The power dissipated by the amplifier, P0 , is the 
difference of the first two curves. The shape of the P0 curve 
is similar to the de signal case, but does not approach i.ero 

at 100% output voltage. This is because at full ac output 
voltage, the output is rapidly ttansversing the whole curve (0 
to 100%) of Figure 4. Figure 5 shows the average dissipation 
of this dynamic condition. 

Amplifier dissipation reaches a maximum when the peaks of 
the ac output waveform are approximately 63% of the power 
supply voltage. For this sine wave amplitude, the instanta
neous output voltage hovers near the crucial half-supply
voltage value for a large portion of the ac cycle. 

The normali7.ed values read from the right side of the curve 
in Figure 5 can be scaled to any supply voltage and load 
resistance. To fmd your amplifier dissipation at a given 
signal level, multiply the reading taken from the right-side 
scale by (V+)2/Rt_. 

AC applications rarely nwst endure continuous operation at 
the maximum dissipation point of Figure 5. An audio ampli
fier, for instance, with voice or nwsic typically dissipates 
much less than this worst-case value, regardless of the signal 
amplitude. Yet, since a continuous sine wave signal of any 
amplitude is conceivable, this worst-case condition is a 
useful benchmark. Depending on the application, you might 
want to design for this condition. 

POWER-AVERAGE ac, RESISTIVE LOAD 

51 120 ----------+-
II 

REACTIVE LOADS-AC SIGNALS 
Figure 6 shows the relationship of voltage and current in 
purely inductive load. The current lags the load voltage by 
900. At peak current, the load voltage is zero. This means 
that the amplifier must deliver peak current with the full V + 
across the conducting ttansistor (V-for negative half-cycle 
peak.current). The situation is equally severe for a capacitive 
load. Check for this condition of voltage and current on the 
SOA curve. 

Once again, consider the curve in Figure 5. Power amplifier 
dissipation is equal to the power from the power supply 
minus the power delivered to the load. The power from the 
power supply, P5, is the same whether the load impedance is 
resistive or reactive. But if the load is completely reactive 
(inductive or capacitive), the power delivered to the load is 
i.ero. So the power dissipated by the amplifier is equal to the 
power from the power supply. At full output this is approxi
mately three times the worst-case amplifier dissipation with 
a resistive load! 

A reactive load is a very demanding case, requiring a large 
heat sink compared to a resistive load. Fortunately, purely 
reactive loads are rare. An ac motor, for instance, could not 
be purely inductive, or it would be incapable of performing 
any mechanical wodc. 

FINDING POWER DISSIPATION 
Unusual loads and signals can be challenging to evaluate. 
Use the principle that amplifier power dissipation is equal to 
the power from the supplies minus the load power. 

Power delivered from the power supplies can be measured 
as shown in Figure 7. The power from each supply is equal 
to the average current times its voltage. If the output wave
form is asymmetrical, measure and calculate the positive 
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FIGURE 5. AC Power Dissipation, Resistive Load. 
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FIGURE 6. Voltage and Current Waveforms for Inductive 
Load. 

and negative supplies separately and add the powers. If the 
waveform is symmetrical, you can measure one and multi
ply by two. Use an average-responding meter to measure the 
current A simple D' Arsonval type meter movement with a 
current shunt works well. Do not use an rms-responding 
meter. 

For sinusoids, finding the load power is easy-

PwAD = (lo rms) • (V0 rms) • cos(8) 

Where 8 is the phase angle between load voltage and 
current (See Figure 8 for measurement methods.) 

For complex waveforms, the load power is more difficult to 
measure. You may know something about your load which 
allows you to determine load power. If not, you can build a 
circuit that measures load power using a multiplier IC to 

V+ 

V-

P8 = (V+) • 11 +IV-I• 12 
Po= Ps-PL 

NOTE: 11 and 12 aro readings trom O'Ansonval-lype awrago-rospondlng 
mcten1. RMS-resoondlna metora will not provfda accurate fll8ulla. 

FIGURE 7. Measuring Power Supply Power. 
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continuously multiply load voltage and current. The average 
de output of the multiplier is proportional to the average load 
power. See the MPYlOO data sheet for a circuit to measure 
power with a multiplier. 

UNUSUAL LOADS 
Usually an op amp sources current to the load (Q1 conduct
ing, Figure 1), when the output voltage is positive. But 
depending on the type of load and the voltage to which it is 
referenced, an op amp might have to sink current (Cli 
conducting) with positive output voltage. Or, it could be 
required to source current with negative output voltage. In 
these cases, the voltage across the conducting transistor is 
larger than V+ or V-. 

An example of this situation is a power op amp connected as 
a current source. The output of a current source might be 
connected to any voltage potential within its compliance 
range. Sourcing high current to a negative potential node 
would produce high dissipation and require good SOA 

MOTOR LOADS 
Motor loads can be tricky to evaluate. They are like a 
reactive load since stored energy (mechanical) can be deliv
ered back to the amplifier. Motor and load inertia can cause 
the amplifier to dissipate very high power when speed is 
changed. 

Electro-mechanical syste~ can be modeled with electric 
circuits. This is a science in itself-beyond the scope of this 
discussion. 

You can, however, measure the V-1 demand of a motor (or 
any other load) under actual load conditions. Figure 8 shows 
a current sense resistor placed in series with the load. With 
load voltage and current displayed on separate oscilloscope 
traces, you can find the conditions of maximum stress. Be 
sure to consider the voltage across the conducting transistor, 
(V cs), not the amplifier output voltage. The most stressful 
conditions may occur with moderate current, but low load 
voltage. 

An X-Y type display of voltage and current (Figure 8B) may 
also help identify troublesome conditions. More demanding 
combinations of voltage and current are those that deviate 
from a straight-line resistive load. 
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FIGURE 8. Voltage/Current Wavefonns, Unusual Loads. 
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MOUNTING CONSIDERATIONS FQR TO-3 PACKAGES 

By Hubert Biagi (602) 746-7422 

Proper mounting ofT0-3 packages is required to assure rated 
perfonnance and reliability. Although the procedures are 
simple, ignoring them can result in poor perfonnance and 
catastrophic failure of the device. 

PACKAGE HANDLING 
The TO-3 package is a rugged hermetic package, but it can be 
damaged with improper handling. Excessive bending or twist
ing of the package pins can crack the glass seal around the pin 
and result in loss of hermeticity. If pin straightening . is . . 
required.clamp the pin against the package base using needle
nose pliers. This will strain-relieye the pin during the straight
erµng o~tio~. 
Another potential problem. is cracking the internal tjreuit 
substrate from bending of the package base. This can be 
caused by mounting the package onto a non-flat surface, 
improper use of a compressible thermal pad, or over-tighten
ing the mounting' fasteners. 

T0-3 SOCKET' 
The Burr.;Brown 0804MC TO-3 socket is designed to meet 
the requirements of high current, high power products such as 
the OPA512, OPA541, and OPA2541._ The socket has a 
rugged contact design which assures positive and reliable 

or 5116Loclcnut _____ ;..._ __ 

AGURE lA. High PowerAppli~on Using 0$04MC Socket 

contact even when using thermal grease and pre-tinned pins. 
The closed-ended contacts will accept the full pin length of the 
TO-3 and guard against solder and flux contamination. The 
socket body has a center hole which allows for direct measure
ment of TO-3 case·temperature. 

FASTENERS 
The fastener hardware used to mount the TO-3 package is very 
important Table I describes the proper hardware combina
tion. Sources for fastener hardware are listed at the end of this 
t>uttetm. the preferred fastener material is stainless steet. 
Plated steel is a good alternative. Brass or plastic fasteners are 
not recoinmended · · 

The mounting holes of the TO-3 package are designed to 
accept6-32 machine screws; no other si7.C should be used (see 
exploded views in Figure IA and lB). Thepan-beadisthebest 
head style. It has a low profile and large bearing face to 
properly cover the mounting hole, but its not so large as to ride 
up onto the lip of the welded cover. 

In order to maintain proper mounting pressure, the Belleville 
spring washer (also known as a conical compression washer), 
is recommeµded. Split ring and star lock washers are not 
~mmended. They typically . bottom out at less than SO 
pounds, whereas 150-300 pounds of pressure is needed to 

---- 6-32Pan Head 

---- Teflon Sloovoo 
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FIGURE 1B. Low Power Application Using Printed Circuit Board. 

achieve low thermal resistance(!>, The Belleville washer does 
not bottom out and therefore can absorb the thermal e~pansion 
of the package<2> or any slight compression of the socket 
material that may occur over time. An excellent variation of 
the conical washer is called the Sync Nut™ and is available 
from EG&G Wakefield It includes a spring washer as part of 
thenuL 

The Belleville washer should be installed on the board or heat 
sink side of the fastener, not on top of the package flange. 
Install the large face of the Belleville washer toward the 
mountingsurface. Whentighteningagainstaboardor0804MC 
socket. install. an additional No.6N (narrow) flat washer 
against the relatively soft material to insure that the Belleville 
washer functions correctly. Tighten the fasteners slowly, and 
alternate between them until both are tighten to the specifica
tion. 

The recommended tightening torque is6 inch-lbs., with an 
acceptable range of 4 - 7 inch-lbs. ( 0.45 - 0.79 N-m ). 

Avoid contaminating the fastener threads with thermal grease 
since it can change the torque readings. Over-tightening the 
fasteners can damage the package orintemal substrate, under
tightening can lead to poor thermal performance. Re-torquing 
may be required after environmental screening operations 
such as bum-in. For permanent installation, an all-metal 
locknut is preferred. Don't use locknuts with plastic inserts. 

TO-3 HOLE PATTERN 
A good mountingjoint between the TO-3 package and the heat 
sink requires a properly machined mounting hole pattern. 
Never drill out a single (large diameter) clearance hole for the 
package pins. Drill individual holes for each pin. Follow the 
TO-3 hole pattern illustrated in Figure 2. For best thermal 
performance, use a minimum hole sire of 0.073 inch (#49 
drill). Smaller holes could interfere with the glass seal around 
each pin. 
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NOT 
BEST ACCEPTABLE RECOMMENDED 

Material Stalnlesa Plated l 

Stoel Steel Braaa, Pla&tlc · 

Fastener Hoad Pan Round, Binding, Flat, 
Hex Oval, Truaa, 

Flllilter, Soc:kot, 
Hex Washor 

Washofs No.6Bollevilloltl No.6Nflat 
+ 

No.6Nflat 

Nut 6116" Full, 1/4"Hex 
Sync Nut"' Thtoadod, 

1/4" Full 

LockilgDevlco 5116" Locknut'II Spit RlngPI Star Washor 

NOTES:(1)RocommendodNo.6BellevlllowaaherlsavallablofromASMCO 
(part number 24087; diameter 0.312"; rated 781ba Initial force). (2) For high 
power uae all metal typo, elastic Inserts not recommended. (3) Not recom-
monded for high power or temp cycling condllona. 

TABLE I. 6-32 Fastener Hardware. 

To avoid shorting the pins to the beat sink, use #18 Teflon 
tubing to sleeve all pins. Make sure the sleeve length is slightly 
less than the thickness of the heat sink. Most pre-drilled heat 
sinks use larger 3/32 (0.094") holes for the pins, and sleeving 
is not required so long as a socket or PC board pattern is used. 
You may still want to sleeve at least two opposite pins to help 
center the package. When wiring directly to the pins, all pins 
should be sleeved, regardless of the hole size used. 

A word of caution concerning anodized heat sinks. Unless you 
know what type of anodizing was used, do not trust the 
anodizing to provide electrical insulation. Ref er to the section 
called "Heat Sink Surface Treatment" for more information. 

MOUNTING SURFACE PREPARATIONS 
In general, the heat sink mounting area should have a flatness 
and finish comparable to that of the TO-3 package. When 
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1.186 

(Dr-----
NUMBER 

HOLETYPE REQUIRED 

Mounting 2 
Pin 8 
Thermocouple Opllonal 

FIGURE 2. T0-3 Hole Pattern. 

using thinner, low power heat sinks, it is sufficient that the 
mounting area appears flat against a straight edge. When 
mounting on thicker material, surface flatness is important 
not only for thennal performance, but to avoid distorting and 
stressing the package base when it is tightened down. 

HEAT SINK SURFACE FLATNESS AND FINISH 
JEDEC recommends a surface flatness of 0.004 inchfmch 
max. The standard flabless tolerance for most extruded heat 
sinks is 0.004 inchfmch, maxiini1m, which results in typical 
values closer to 0.002 inchfmch. Surface finish is normally 
specified around 60 micro-inches (nm). Testing has shown 
that this is acceptable for most high power applications<3>. It 
is a good practice to polish the mounting area with No. 000 
steel wool, followed by an acetone or alcohol rinse, imme
diately prior to assembly. 

For best thermal performance, the mounting area of the heat 
sink can be spot faced. This removes oxidation or anodiza
tion and improves the surface flatness and f mish. When 
using thermal pads instead of thermal grease, a surface 
flatness of 0.001 inchfmch is recommended. When mount
ing the T0-3 package to panels, brackets, or other structural 
members of the system. spot facing may be required to insure 
the proper flatness and fmisb. 

HOLESIZE RECOMMENDED 
MINIMAX DRILL SIZE 

. 14T .16T 24 . 
.073 .094 48 
.Offl .070 51 

HEAT SINK SURFACE TREATMENT 
The typical surface treatment for aluminum heat sinks is black 
anodized('> per Mll..-A-8625, Type II. This surface treatment 
prevents corrosion and maximizes thermal performance. Do 
not trust this surface treatment to provide electrical insulation. 
For electrical insulation, always specify bard anodized, 0.001 
inch thick, per Mll..-A-8625, Type III. This file hard surface 
treatment resists scratches and punctures, and is typically 
rated for 200VDC electrical insulation for a 0.001 inch thick 
treatment 

HEAT SINK THRU-HOLES 
Be wary of ooa:t sinks with ~ched. rather than drilled, thru
holes. If not properly done, the area around each punched hole 
can be depressed into a crater with a raised lip or mound on the 
opposite side. This irregular surface can significantly degrade 
thermal performance. 

For high power, extruded heat sinks, the general practice is to 
drill the hole pattern. All holes should be de-burred. The holes 
for the T0-3 pins should not be chamfered too deeply, as this 
will reduce the contact area of the mounting joint Unless 
special precautions are taken, threading the T0-3 mounting 
holes is not recommended. The threading process can also 
leave a raised mound around each hole. Threading the mount-
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ing holes also elimiilates the possibility of using Belleville· 
washers and lockouts for proper control of mounting pressure. 

MOUNTING THERMAL RESISTANCE 
Even if all of the proper mounting preparations are followed, 
the thermal resistance at the mounting joint will 'consist 
largely of small air gaps. Only a small percentage of the 
mounting area will actually have metal-to-metal contacL To 
minimi7.C the thermal resistance, these gaps must be filled 
with a stable, thermally conductive material. Table II 
describes the common thermal fillers available and the· 
performance that can be expected. Note that the tightening 
torque of the mounting fasteners also affects thermal perfor
mance<S>. 

HEAT SINK 
BCII FLATNESS 

DESCRIPTION (°CJW) APPLICATION REQUIREMENTS 

Bare Joint 0.6 • 1.0 Low power only Vory sensltivo to 
variations In 

flatness and finish 

Thonnal Groaso 0.1 • 0.2 High Power Not GOns!tlvo, 
otandard .004 

Inch/Inch (max) ok 

AMnlnum Foll" 0.2 • 0.4 High Power ForlowostB°" 
(pro-coa!od wlh .001lnch/lnch (lyp) 
alumina fi!lod rooommocldod 
slllcone) 

Aluminum FoiJCII 0.2 -0.4 High Power For lowost B°" 
(l,ll'o-coa!od with .001lnch/lnch (lyp) 
lhormal graaae) rooommendod 

KapConPI 0.3-0.5 Elactrlcal For lowosl Bot" 
(pNHX)81od with Insulation .001 lnc:hllnc:h (lyp) 
thermal grease) rocommondod 

SllconRubber 0.4-1.0 Elactrlcal ~:rm 
(campreaalble) · Insulation ' 
Mica~) 1:0· 1.6 Elactrtc:al N9I recommondecl 

Insulation Mlcalsbrittloand 
Mlca(wfth 0.3-0.4 prone to crack 
thormalgreaso) 

NOTE: (1) Avallablefrom BERGQUIST, partnumborQll:.88 (with .094 Inch 
holea). (2) Avallablo from Powor Dovlcee, part nwnbor AL:•156-10C. (3) 
AvalablefromCra)'Olhofm,partnumherT0-3-8CR2-¥f.SeoAppendlxfor 
manufacturora llslfngo. 

TABLE II. Thermal Interface Options For TO-3 Packages. 

Understanding the thermal model of the system will enable 
you to make the best mounting copipromises. Consider. f!le 
simplified thermal model in Figure 3. The mounting thernial 
resistance is represented as Bai (case-to-heat sink). The ·over
all thermal"resistance is represented by~" (junction-to-amhi.:. 
ent). "For low power applications, B;A can be as high 3CY'C/W. 
In this case, the mounting thermal resistance is not a signifi
cant portion of the overall thermal resistance. For high power 
applications, ~" can be as low as 1 °C/W. Then it is critical to 
obtain a low 9m. For example~ at a power dissipation of SOW, 
an additional 0.5°C/W, mounting . thermal resistance will 
increase the junction temperature by 25°C. 
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BARE MOUNTING 
For no-load or low power applications, you can mount the 
TO-3 package bare against the heat sink. For high power' 
applications, this is not recommended, even if the extra 

· thermal resistance is acceptable. This is because the thermal 
resistance of a bare joint can vary greatly depending on the 
surf ace flatness and finish of the heat sink. 

THERMAL GREASE 
. ., 

For the lowest Bm, thermal grease should be used in conjunc
tion with a properly machined and finished mounting surface. 
This combination will result in a Bm of about 0.1 °C/W. Using 
the proper fastener hardware is critical for maintaining this 
low thermal resistance over time and temperature. 

There are many suppliers of thermal grease (also known as 
heat sink compound). Thermal grease is a formulation of fine 
zinc oxide or other thermally conductive, electrically insulat
ing, particles in a silicone oil or other synthetic based fluid. 
The shelf life for most thermal greases is indefinite when kept 
sealed in its container, but over time, the oil may separate ouL 
Mixing the components back together before use will restore 
the ~ermal properties. 

Thermal grease should not be applied in excess, the objective'. 
is to fill the air gaps, not decrease the amount of metal-to-

. metal contact. Slight rotation of the T0-3 package against the 
heat sink will promote 'even spreading. With the correct 
amount applied and the fasteners properly torqued, a very 
small bead of thermal grease should appear around the perim-

. · -- eteroftheTO-3package.Althoughthegreasemaydryupover 
· time, this does not degrade the thermal resistance provided the 

mounting joint remains tighL · 

TJ11T4 +PD•BJA 
whore 

BJA .. 8.1e+8C1f+BHA 

Power Dlaslpatod 

AmblontAlr 

Rango of Thennal 
Roslatanco Valuoa 

rcNI)' 

0.8-5 

0.1 • 1 

0.3 •.30 

FIGURE 3. S~mplified Thermal Model. 

••• Burr-Brown IC Applications Handbook __ 



Or, Calr Costomer Service ·at 1·800·548·6132 (USA Only}; 

THERMAL PADS 
Thermally conductive pads offer a cleaner, simpler method 
for improving the thermal interface. The lowest Bat attainable 
using a thermal pad is about0.2°C/W ~ which is almost as good 
as thermal grease. Ho~ever, one sh_ould approach with 
caution the multitude of diff~rent materials, designs, and 
applications for thermal pads'. ' . 

Basically there are two types of thermal pads, electrically 
insulating and electrically conductive. Electrically insulating 
pads are designed to be used with discrete transistor T0-3s, 
which do not have an electrically isolated package~ingeneral, 
they do not provide a low enough Oat for high power use 
because a dielectric layer must be sandwiched into .the pad. 
HybridTO-3s with isolated headers donotre<FJire eiectrically ' 
isolated pads. They can use electtically conductive pads. 
Without the need for a dielecttic layer, a very low Oat can be 
achieved, almost as good as thermal grease. 

While they do a good job of filling small air gaps, all thermal 
pads suffer the same problem when used against heat sinks 
with standard flatness tolerances of 0.004 inchfmch. They do 
not flow to conform with the surfaces as does thermal grease. 
Therefore, it is recommended that whenever thermal pads are 
to be used, the mounting area should be spot faced to a typical 
surface flatness of 0.001 inch/inch. Silicon rubber pads are 
also sensitive to ·surrace flatn~6>. Approach these with 
caution. Most do not improve thermai perfonnance over a 
bare joinL The compressibility of these rubber pads can cause 
the package header to flex and possibly crack the internal 
substrate. They can also settle over time and temperature, 
resulting in loose fasteners and ~~w mounting press~e. 

SUGGESTED MOUNTING SCHEMES 
The mounting schemes presented here address the more 
common operating conditions for TO-3 power products (si:e , 
Figure4). These conditions include high power operation, low 
power operation, and functional testing under unloaded, qui
escent conditions. The options are for _the 0804MC socket, 
individual cage jacks, and direct PC board soldering. 
Table III describes the· recommended cage jacks. 

PART DRILL SIZE 
MANUFACTURER NUMBER INCHES (NUM) ·coMMENTS 

Camblon 450-3716-01-03 .078 48 Knock-out 
bottom permits 
wave soldering. 

ConcoRI 09-9047-1-03 .104 37 Heavy duty, 
open ondod. 

SPC MC76 .089 43 PC board 
Technology press fit. 

Mil-Max 0325-0-15- .089 43 Cloaodend, 
01-34-27-10-0 accoptsfull 

pin longth. 

(See Appendix for manufaC:Curoro listings) 

FUNCTIONAL TESTING AND 
NO-LOAD CHARACTERIZATION 
For functional testing and no-load characterization at room' 
temperature, heat siJilang may not be required. These mount
ing schemes are the leastaitical and easiest to fabricate. When 
using the 0804MC socket, the socket can be mounted directly 
to the test box or PC board by drilling a single clearance hole 
fof all .eight socket contacts.The hole should be (0.63 - 0. 75) 
inches in diameter. Be careful not to short the copper cladding 
or metal box to any of the contacts. The socket body should be 
mounted using flat head machine screws. For electtical insu
lation, nylon flat head ~ch~ screws may be used instead. 
When using cage jacks, follow the TO-3 hole pattern illus
ttated in , J.igure ·2. Use close ended cage jacks whenever 
possible to avoid solder contamination. 

LOW POWER OPeRATION 
The mounting schemes for low power applications are an 
extension of those used for functional testing and no-load 
characterization. The difference is that a small heat sink is 
must be attached to the T0-3 package. The overall thermal 
resistance (~,J for low power applications can be relatively 
high, from S - 30"C/W. Therefore, 601 is not as critical as for 
high power operation. In most instances, the TO-3 package· 
can be mounted. bare. 

Low power· heat sinks are usually stamped rather than ex
truded, and some even press fit around the TO-3 cover. They 
are called "low power" or"standard" heat sinks ( versus ''high 
power" or "extruded'' heat sinks used for high power opera-

. . ti~n ). The thermal res~tance of these types of heat sink range 
from 3.:, W°C/W, depending on their size, weight, and design. 

Low power mounting schemes are commonly used on PC 
board applications. For these applications, heat sink manufac
turers have developed many custom accessories such as wave' 
solderable fasteners and thermally conductive pads. These 
must be approached with caution. It is important to follow the 

· specific ~mmendations 9f this bulletin. 'fl\ennal pads are 
discussed in the section called· "Thermal Mounting Resis-
tance". · ' . · 

The recommended fastener for PC board applications is the 
Sync Nut™. This fastener allows the T0-3/heat sink combi
nation to be wave soldered directly to the board. Re-torquing 
should be performed after any wave s~lder. For low power 
applications that do not involve temperature cycling, split ring 
lock washers may be safely used. 

HIGH POWER OPERATION 
Mounting schemes for high power operation involve the use 
of larger, heavier heat sinks, that are machined rather than 
stamped. Their size and weight usually requires that they be 
integrated into the system layout, rather than simply attached 
to the TO-3 package. In general, they are cut to length from 

TABLE Ill. Recommended Cage Jacks. extruded sections, thus are often called "extruded" heat sinks. 
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MolalBox 

or PC Board 

( 
Moia!Box 

or PC Board 

Max Heat Sink 
Thlcknoa 
·0,250 lnche8 

1 
T 
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Clearance Hole 
for Soc:lcet Contacta 

No-Load Applications: PD < 3W (8cA:· 30°C/W) 

114Hox /Threadod Heat 

- Sink~ 

Nylon Fas1onera 
For Soc:lcet OK 

Low-Power Applications: PD < 25W (8HA: 3-20°C/W) 

Toflon S1ooV8a Teflon Sleoveo 

PCBoard 

Cage Jacka: Camblon PN ~1~1-03 
(For complete listing see Tablo Ill). 

High-Power Applications: PD < 125W (8HA: 0.4-3°C/W) 

FIGURE 4. T0-3 Mounting Examples. 
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The thermal resistance of these types of heat sink range from 
0.4 - 3°C/W for operation in still air. With forced air,~ can 
be redµced by one-half to two-thirds. 

For high power applications, the overall thermal resistance 
(81.J can be as low as 1 °C/W. Under these conditions, obtain
ing a low Bat is critical. To insure a good mounting joint, use 
the recommended fastener hardware and surface preparations 
as described in the previous sections of this application 
bulletin. 

THERMAL MEASUREMENT AND EVALUATION 
It is always a good idea to check the TO-3 mounting scheme 
by measuring the package case temperature (TJ under actual 
operating conditions. The semiconductor junction tempera
ture (T1) can then be calculated from the case temperature, as 
indicated in Figure 3 : 

T1 =Tc+ PD •~c 

where PD is the total power dissipation (including quiescent 
power) and ~c is the junction-to-case thermal resistance 
(given in the product data sheet). The calculated junction 
temperature should be less than the maximum allowable 
temperature indicated by the product data sheet (typically 
1500C). 

The true case temperature is located directly below the sub
sttate and centered within the package pins (see Figure 5). 
This location, called the case backside, will also give the most 
repeatable measurements. To directly access the case back
side, drill the heat sink with the optional thermocouple hole<'> 
as illustrated in Figure 2 The recommended thermocouple is 

FIGURE 5. Package Case Thermal Measurement. 
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an Omega fast-response probe (part no. SDX-SET-RT-K
SMP). Allow enough time for the system to reached thermal 
equilibrium. A touch of thermal grease on the probe tip will 
ensure good thermal contact · 

The package case temperature can also be estimated by fitting 
a spade-lug type thermocouple under the head of the mounting 
fastener. This will give the temperature at the mounting flange 
of the package rather than the case backside. The case back
side will actually be hotter than the mounting flange. The 
difference can be as large as l D°C, depending on the power 
dissipation, mounting thermal resistance, etc. For high power 
applications, it is recommended that the case backside tem
perature be measured directly, at least for the prototype setup. 

References: 
(I) Thermalloy catalog #90-HS-l 1 (page 13), Figures 6 and 8. 

(2) EG&G Wakefield catalog, printed 4/90 (page 103), "115, 
116, 117, & 118 Series SyncNut". 

(3) Thermalloy catalog #90-HS-l l (page 12), "Test Results". 

(4) Thermalloy catalog #90-HS-1 l (page 9), "Available 
Finishes". 

(5) Thermalloycatalog #90-HS-l 1 (page 13), Figures 6 and 8. 

(6)Thermalloycatalog#90-HS-ll (page 106), "Test Method 
Comparison - TO-3 Silicon Rubber Insulators". 

(7) The optional thermocouple hole will not· increase the 
mounting thermal resistance significantly. The differ
encecannotbemeasuredexperimentally. Computer simu
lations indicate an increase of less than 0.02oC/W. 

Thonnocouplo Hole 
(DriDGlzo#51) 

-Thormocouplo 
(Omega fall response 

PN: SDX-SET-RT-K-sMP) 
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APPENDIX 
T0-3 GAGE THERMAL ,TJiERMAL HEAT TEFLON FASTENER TEMP ASM 

MANUFACTURER SOCKET JACKS GREASE PADS SINKS TUBING HARDWARE MEAS TOOLS 

BURR-BROWN 0804MC 

CTI X 

CONCORD .X 

Camblon X, 

MID-Max. X 

NEWARK X ~- X 

Thormalloy X X 

AAVID Engineering X X 

EG&G Wakofleld X X X 

BERGQUIST X 

PCl'#Or Devlcos X 

Craycchenn X 

Alpha Wire X 

SPC Technology X 

McMASTER-cARR X X 

ASMC9 X 

OMEGA X 

TABLE IV. Sources of TO-3 Mounting Hardware. · .. 

Alpha Wire Corp. CONCORD NEW ARK Electronics 
711 Lidgerwood Ave. 30 Great Jones St 4801 N. Ravenswood Ave. 
Elizabeth. NJ 07'207-0711 New York;NY 10012 Chicago. IL 606404496 
(908) 925-8000 ' (212) 777:.()571 (312) 784-5100 

ASMCO Crayotherm Corp. OMEGA 
19 Baltimore St. 1185 N. Van Home Way One Omega Drive 
Nutley. NJ 07110 Anaheim. CA 92806 · P.O. Box 4047 
(201) 661-2600 (714) 630-2696 Stamford. CT 06907 

(203) 359-1660 
AA VID Engineering. Inc. CTI Technologies. Inc. 
One Kool Path 7855 E; Evans Road. Suite A Power Devices 
P.O. Box 4000 Scottsdale. AZ 85260-3411 27071 Cabot Road. Bldg. 114 
Laconia. NH 03247 (602) 998-1484 · Laguna Hills CA 92653 
(603) 528-3400 (714) 582-6712 

EG&G Wakefield 
BERGQUIST 60 Audubon Road SPC Technology 
5300 Edina Industrial Blvd Wakefield. MA 01880 4801 N. Ravenswood Ave. 
Minneapolis. MN 55435 (617) 245-5900 Chicago. IL 60640 
(612) 835-2322 (312) 907-5181 

McMASTER-CARR 
Cambion Division P.O. Box 54960 Thermalloy. Inc. 
MIDLAND ROSS Los Angeles. CA 90Q54-0960 2021 W. Valley View Lane 
One Alewife Place (213) 69~5911 P.O. Box 810839 
Cambridge. MA 02140 Dallas. TX 75381-0839 
617) 491-5400 MiU-Max Mfg. Corp. (214) 243-4321 

P.O.Box300 
190 Pine Hollow Road 
Oyster Bay. NY 11771-0300 
(516) 922-6000 

Tholnformallonprovidodherelnlsbellowdtoberollable;howeve,,BURR-BROWNassumeanon,aponslbl!!yforlnaccuraciosoroml$81ona.BURR-BROWNaasumea 
no ro;ponslbllity for tho uso or this lnfonnatlon, and aD uoo or such lnfonnatlon shall bo entlroly at tho usor'o own rbk. Prlcea and spoclficatlons are aubjoct to change 
without ncclco. No patent righto or llconsos to any or the cin:ulls do:cnbod herein aro Implied orgrantod to any third party. BURR-BROWN dooo not authorizoorwarrant 

any BURR-BROWN product for UH In lifo IIUppolt dovlcoo and/or syatoma. itirm• 
316 Bu"--Br.own IC Applications Handbook J$1j$i 



Or, ·.Call Customer SBrvice at 1·800·548~6132-(USA Only) 

BURR-BR~N®APPL:ICA~·ION. BULLETIN · I BB I Malling Addresa: PO Box 11400 • Tucaon, AZ 85134 • Street Adcfi'oaa: 6730 S. Tucaon Blvd.• Tucaon, AZ 85706 
._._ ____ 11111111-• Tel: (602) 746-1111 • Twx: 91CM52-111 • Telex: 066-6491 • FAX (602) 889-1510 • Immediate Product Info: (800) 548-6132 

HEAT SINKING ~ T0-3 THERMAL MODEL 

Hubert Biagi (602) 746-~422 

A critical issue with all semiconductor devices is junction temperature (T1). T1 must be kept below its maximum rated value, 
typically 150°C. The lower the junction temperature the better. 

The thennal circuit shown below allows temperature to be estimated with simple ·calculations. The temperature rise across 
each interface is equal to the total powerclissipated in the device times the'theririal resistance (PD• 8). An estimate of the junction 
temperature can be calculated using the following formula: 

• . ,,• .:,1, ' 

------- TA. (°C) = Temperature' of Ambient Air 
I. T1 ~- T ". + PD • 81" • · T1 · {°C) = Temperature of the Semiconductor Junction 
. PD (Watts)= Power Dissipated in• Semiconductor• 
Where, 81C (°C/Watt) = -Thermal Resistance (Junction to Case) 
.....---------.. · · Oat (0C/Watt) = Thermal Resistance (Case to Heat Sink) 

. I o,~ = o,c + OCH + OH,\ I 8HA (°C/Watt) = Thermal Res~tance (Heat Sink to Air) 
. - o,A (°C/Watt) = Thermal Resistance (Junction to Air) 

The following example shows typical values for a TO-3 package mounted in two different ways - one for high power 
applications, the other for low power applications. The value for 81c of 0.8°C/W is for the OPA512 operating under 
AC signal conditions. For DC signal conditions, 81c is about l.4°C/W. 

Power Dissipated 

-

-
AmblontAlr 

HIGH POWER LOW POWER 
UNITS APPLICATION APPLICATION 

Watts 100W 10W 10W 1W 
"C 145°C 37°C. 158°C ~ 39°C 

"C/Watt 0.8 0.8 0.8 0.8 
.. 

I °C 65°C 29°C 150"C 38°C 

"C/Watt 0.1 0.1 0.5 0.5 

"C 55°C 28°C 145°C 37°C 

"C/Watt 0.3 0.3 12 12 

"C 25°C 25°C 25°C 25°C 

• Nolo, lho difference In Junction temporaluro that thermal 1'881stanco 
can mako even when opcnlfng at_ tho same power love!. 

Calculations begin at the bottom of the chart and assume 25°C ambient temperature in these examples. Each component of 
thennal resistance produces a temperature rise equal to the product of power dissipated and thennal resistance. The 
temperature of the junction is equ~ to_the product of power dissipa~ and the total thermal resistance (PD• 81"). 

Thermal resistances can vary significantly with particular models and mounting. While 8 values can be obtained from 
specifications, calculated temperatures should be confirmed by measurements made at the bottom of the case. 

Tholnfonnatlonp,ovidodhofolnlabelievodtobereliablo;howover,BURR.SROWNaRUrnOO_noroaponslblllyforfnaccuracloaoromlsalons.BURR.SROWNassumea 
no reaponllbilily tor tho use of this lnfonnatlon. and an use of such lnformallon shaD be ontlroly at tho usor's own risk. Pricoa and opoclllcatlons aro subfoct to chango 
without ndlco. Nopatont rlghta orltconses to any of tho clrcultsdeacribod hefeln are lmf)U!Mtorgramodtoanythlrd party. BURR-BROWN doou not authorizoorwarrant 
any BURR-BROWN product for uso In lifo support dovlcea and/or oystomo. 
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THE MPC100 ANALOG MULTIPLEXER IMPROVES 
RF SIGNAL DISTRIBUTION 

By Christian Henn 

When designing high-perfonnance systems for RF and video 
applications requiring amplifiers, multiplexers, DC restora
tion circuits, switched and continuous multipliers, or ,pro
grammable gain amplifiers, finding the right component to 
do the job is not easy. The new 4 to 1 video multiplexer 
MPC 100 opens the door to high-speed signal distribution 
without the headaches. This component contains four 
wideband open-loop amplifiers connected together inter- · 
nally at the output with a bandwidth of 180MHz at 1.4Vp
p signal swing. When the user selects one channel by 
applying a digital "l" to the corresponding SEL input (see 
Figure 1), the component acts as a buffer amplifier with a 
high input impedance of 0.88Mnll l pF and a low output 
impedance of 110. 

INz 

IN, o--+---+-1 

IN,.o-------f 

sa, s~ sa, sea.. 

FIGURE 1. MPClOO Wide Bandwidth 4 1 Video Multi
plexer. 

SERIN 

The .MPC 100 can be used to design a bus-controlled distti
bution field, as shown in Figure 3. In this application, a 
driver device, which is controlled by a memory and a 
parallel-to-serial converter, shifts the information about the 
field state into the output latches, U1, U2, and U3• When the 
strobe line is triggered the new latch inf onnation is stored in 
the output latches, which controls whether the buffers of the 
MPClOO (U4-U9) are inan "on" or "off' state. The MPClOO 
operates with a fast make-before-break switching action to 
keep the output switching transients small and short. As 
shown in Figure 2, the switching time from one channel lo 
the next is less than O.Sµs, and the signal envelope during 
transition rises and falls symmettically and shows practi
cally no overshoot or DC settling effects. A transmission 

SWITCHING ENVELOPE 

Time(µ&) 

FIGURE 2. Switching Time from Channel to Channel of the 
MPCIOO. 

••• 

CLOCK >---+--+----+----------+--+----~ 

STR >---------------+--+----
OE>---------------------

FIGURE 3. Serial Bus-controlled Distribution Field Using the MPClOO. 

318 AB-049 



Or, Call Customer Service at 1·800·548·6132 (USA Only) 
rate of up to several MHz ensures control during the vertical 
blanking line, even in huge crosspoint fields. 

Figure 4 shows the MPClOO used in a digitally controlled 
amplitude control system. With one MPClOO, it is possible 
to perform four amplitude steps. Two MPClOOs will per
form eight steps. The R/2R ladder network used in this 
application varies the output swing by a· factor of two when 
switching from one channel to the other, the highest gain 
being G = 1. The BUF600 decouples the RF input and drives 
the resistor network, which is connected from the amplifier's 
output to ground. The taps of the ladder network are tied to 
the channel inputs of the MPClOO. A 74HC237 decoder 
controls the channel selection. As illustrated in the truth 

+5V 

2.2pF 

table in Figure 4, a two-bit logic can vary the amplitude of 
· the RF signal at the output of the subsequent OPA621 within 
less than 0.5µ.s from a gain of zero when all channels are off 
to gain of two when DBI is selected The digital amplitude 
control can easily be combined with an AGC amplifier. The 
MPC I 00 sets the rough range and the AGC circuit the fme 
tuning. 

The MPClOO is available in a 14-pin plastic DIP or plastic 
SOIC package. Other performance highlights are low inter
channel crosstalk (<60dB in SO package), a low differential 
gain of 0.05%, low phase errors of 0.01 degrees, a low 
quiescent current of ±230µA when no channel is selected. 

ti_ 

In 

f 

470pF-=-

~ 

MPC100 

12 2.211F 

ti_ 
470pF-=-

~ 

FIGURE 4. Digital Gain Control Circuit Using the MPClOO. 

4 8 5 
LEGNDCS2 

15 Yo 

14 Y, 74HC 

13 Y2 
237 

12 Ya 

1500 

1500 

-=- "Cl A. 
0 0 
0 0 
0 1 
0 1 
1 X 

1 
Ao 

2 

"' 3 
~ -=-s CS1 

io~ 

Ao GAIN SEL 2 3 4 

0 2 1 0 0 0 
1 1 0 1 0 0 
0 0.5 0 0 1 0 
1 0.25 0 0 0 1 
X 0 0 0 0 0 

The Information provldod horoin Is bolkwod to bo reHable; howovor, BURR-BROWN anumo8 no reaponsibillty for lnaccuraclBs or omission;. BURR-BROWN 
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MAKE A PRECISION CU.RRENT SOURCE' OR CURRENT SINK 

·By R. Mark Stitt (602) 746-7445 

A frequently asked q~estion~ not a'µswered by the guide,: has 
been: "How do I make the world's most accurate current 
source and current sink?' Figures 1 and 2 respectively show 
the circuits for making precision current sources. and sinks •. 

The precision current source and sink are based on the new 
REF102 10.0V voltage reference. With 2.Sppm/°C V our 
. drift, and better than 5ppm/1000hrs long-tenn stability (see 
table on page 2), this buried-zener-based voltage reference 
· offers the best performance available from a single-chip 
: voltage reference today. The REF200 uses a band-gap type 
reference to allow low-voltage two:.teniri.nal operation. This 
makes it a good general-purpos,e part, but its -drift and 
stability and initial accuracy cannot compare to that of the 
REF102. 

The current source is shown in Figure 1. The voltage
follower connected op amp forces the voltage reference 
ground connection to be equal to the· load voltage. The 
reference output then forces an accurate 10.0V across~ so 
that the current output is l0V~. 

+Vs 
2 

V+ 

REF102 

+10V 1-
6-------, 

Out 

Gnd 
4 

FIGURE 1. Precision Cunent Source. 

Can'bo connoclod 
to ground or-Vs. 

The current sink is shown in Figure 2. The op amp drives 
both the voltage reference ground connection and the cur
rent-scaling resistor,~. so that the voltage reference output 
is equal to the load voltage. This forces -10.0V across ~ so 
that the current sink output is -lOVJR.. The ~. C, network 
provides local feedback around the op amp to assure loop 
stability. It also provides noise filtering. With the values 
shown, the reference noise is-filtered by-a single pole with
f-3dB ::: 1/(2 •re~~• C1)::: 16klµ._ 
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+Vs 
2 

V+ 

Ai REF102 
10k0 

6 +10V 
Out 

R, , 

FIGURE 2. Precision Current Sink. 

It'· 

loura-10V/R 1 -
LOAD 

Can bo connoded 
to ground or +Vs. 

Compliance of the circuit depends on input and output range 
· of the1 op amp used and the 11.4V minimum supply range of 
the REF102. The application guide goes into more detail 

K~p in min4 that the accuracy of a voltage-reference-based 
current. source depends .on the absolute accuracy of the 
current scaling resistor CR.), The absolute TCR and stability 
of the' resistor directly affect the current source temperature 
driffand stability. If you use a SOppmrC resistor (common 
for 1 % metal film resistors), the precision current source will 
~ave approximately 50ppml°C drift with temperature-worse 
than the 25ppm/°C drift of a REF200. 

The performance of circuits using current source references 
depends only on the ratio accuracy of the scaling resistors. 
_It is IJ!U~.h easier to get good ~esistor ratio _accuracy than to 
get good_~solute.accuracy, especially when using resis~r 
networks. 

Burr-Brown offers a wide variety of support components 
which are excellent choices for generation or conversion of 
current Application Guide (AN-165) bas proven valuable in 
selecting these components. 
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RE~102~M +10.0V REFERENCE STABILITY vs TIME 
TA=25°C, v, .. ~15V; 

· VINT CHANGE . ' . '~. V0111:CHANGE '· VINT CHANGE Your CHANGE VourCHANGE Yem CHANGE 
FROM1 HR FROM1 HR FROM1 HR FROM1 HR FROM 1 HR FROM1 HR 
TO 168HRS TO 1008 HRS TO 2018 HRS T03072 HRS TO 5136 HRS TO 14205 HRS 

UNIT (ppm) [ppm] (ppm) [ppm] (ppm] (ppm) 

1 6.8 ,5,5 7.1 4.7 , 8.2 11.7 
2 5.1 1.0 1.2 -2.1 0.1 1.3 
3 9.4 6.5 3.2 1.0 1.8 2.0 
4 9.6 6.9 7.7 6.6 7.6 10.3 
6 12.9 7.8 9.6 6.7 9.6 12.8 
6 10.5 6.4 5.3 3.0 5.4 9.4 
7, 10.3 I 5.7 6.2 3.7 5.8 8.2 
8 11:0 14.5 12.9 9.2 9.9 13.7 
9 6.2 5.1 3.8 1.7 

: 
2.7 4.1 

10 • 7,1 I ., 1.7 : 1.3 0,1 1.0 2.4 
11 13.0 9.6 ,. 9.6 10.0 13.0 16.5 
12 7.5 4.7 3.9 4.2 5.0 7.4 
13 . 13.0 9.5 10.4 8.2. 9.9 13.7 
14 4.2 3.0 0.5 -0.3 4.2 2.8 
15 7.3 4.3 2.6 1.8 4.1 3.9 

.. 

.r.•j··. 

' ' 

Tho Information providod heroin la bollevod to bo rollablo; howovor, BURR-BROWN a1111Umoa no roaponslbllly l'or lnac:curac:loa or omissions. BURR-BROWN assumea 
no rosponsiblllty for tho use of this Information, and al use or auch infonnatlon shaD bo entlroly al lhe user's own risk. Pricoa and apecfflcalions are aubjec:t to change 
without notice. No patont rights or llconsoa to any of tho cirda describod herein aro implkld orgrantod 10 anythltd party. BURR-BROWN doe8 not authorizo or warrant 
any BURR-BROWN produd for use in life support dovicos and/or sysioms. . - . 
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VOLTAGE-REFERENCE FILTERS 

By R. Mark Stitt (602) 746-7445 

IMPROVED VOLTAGE-REFERENCE 
FILTER HAS SEVERAL ADVANTAGES 
e LOW OUTPUT IMPEDANCE AT HIGH 

FREQUENCY FOR DRIVING DYNAMIC LOADS 
SUCH AS HIGH-SPEED AID CONVERTERS 

e IMPROVED NOISE FILTERING 
e BETTER ACCURACY BY ELIMINATING 

CAPACITOR LEAKAGE ERRORS 
e DRIVES LARGE CAPACITIVE LOADS 

The Burr-Brown REF102 is a buried-zener-based precision 
10.0V reference. It has better stability and about five times 
lower output noise than band-gap-based voltage references 
such as the PMI REF-10. Still, its output noise is about 
600µ.Vp-p at a noise bandwidth of 1MHz (the output noise 
of the PMI REF-10 is about 3,000µ.Vp-p at 1MHz). 

So far as we know, the stability with time of the REF102 is 
significantly better than any other single-chip voltage ref er
ence on the markeL We plan more characterization of stabil
ity vs time, but it will probably not be available this year. 
The following preliminary data is all we have for now. The 
devices used were off-the-shelf. They were not burned-in, or 
otherwise stabilized prior to this stability test. 

REF102CM + 1 0.0V REFERENCE STABILITY vs TIME 
T"'" 25°C, v, .. +16V. 

YovrCHANGE Yovr CHANGE Yovr CHANGE 
FROM1 HR FROM1 HR FROM 1 HR 
TO 168HRS TO 1008 HRS T02016 HRS 

UNIT [ppm) [ppm) [ppm) 

1 6.8 5.5 7.1 
2 5.1 1.0 1.2 
3 9.4 6.6 3.2 
4 9.6 6.9 7.7 
6 12.9 7.8 9.6 
8 10.6 6.4 6.3 
7 10.3 6.7 6.2 
8 17.0 14.6 12.9 
9 6.2 6.1 3.8 
10 7.1 1.7 1.3 
11 13.0 9.6 9.6 
12 7.6 4.7 3.9 
13 13.0 9.6 10.4 
14 4.2 3.0 0.6 
16 7.3 4.3 2.6 

322 

Noise of a voltage reference can be reduced by filtering its 
outpul Broadband noise can be reduced by the square-root 
of the reduction in noise bandwidth. Filtering the output of 
the reference to reduce the noise bandwidth by 100/1 (from 
1MHz to lOkHz, for example) can reduce the noise by 10/ 
1 (from 600µ.Vp-p to 60µ.Vp-p). 

The conventional circuit, shown in Figure 1, uses a single
pole RC filter and a buffer amplifier. One problem with this 
circuit is that leakage current through the filter capacitor, C1, 

flows through ~ resulting in DC error. Furthermore, 
changes in leakage with temperature result in drifL The 
relatively low RC time constants often needed dictate large 
capacitor values prone to this problem. 

+16V 

2 

V+ 

REF102 

10V ~6--,/\IV'---.--f 
Out 

Com 

4 

+10Voor 

FIGURE 1. Voltage Reference with Conventional Filter. 

Yovr CHANGE Yoc,rCHANGE YovrCHANGE 
FROM 1 HR FROM1 HR FROM 1 HR 

T03072 HRS TOS136 HRS TO 14205 HRS 
[ppm) [ppm) [ppm) 

4.7 8.2 11.7 
-2.1 0.1 1.3 
1.0 1.6 2.0 
6.6 7.6 10.3 
6.7 9.6 12.8 
3.0 6.4 9.4 
3.7 6.8 6.2 
9.2 9.9 13.7 
1.7 2.7 4.1 
0.1 1.0 2.4 
10.0 13.0 15.6 
4.2 6.0 7.4 
6.2 9.9 13.7 

~-3 4.2 2.8 
1.8 4.1 3.9 
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Another problem with the conventional filter is the added 
noise of the buffer amplifier. The noise of the buffer ampli
fier acts at the buff er' s full unity-gain bandwidth adding to 
the output noise of the circuit. Even if the noise at the output 
of the RC filter is uro, the noise added by the buffer can be 
intolerable in many applications. The improved filter, shown 
in Figure 2, solves both proble~. 

+15V 

2 

V+ 

REF102 
10V 6 
Out 

Com 

4 

FIGURE 2. Voltage Reference with Improved Filter. 

The improved filter places the RC filter at the output of the 
buffer amplifier. Reference noise is filtered by a single pole 
of f_3dB = 2 •1t • R, • C1• The~. C2 network assures amplifier 
loop stability. Set~• C2 = 2 • R, • C1 to minimiu amplifier 
noise gain peaking. Since buffer amplifier bias current flows 
through ~. keep the value of ~ low enough to minimi7.C 
both DC error and noise due ~ op ~p bias-current noise. 
Also, load current flows in R,. The resulting voltage drop 
adds to the required swing at the output of the buffer 
amplifier. Keep the voltage drQp across R, low, e.g. less than 
1 V at full load.to prevent the amplifier output from saturat
ing by swinging too close to its power-supply rail. 

With the RC filter at the output of the buffer, the noise of 
both the voltage ref ere nee and the buffer is filtered. Since 
the filter is in the feedback loop of the buffer amplifier, C1 
leakage current errors reacting with R1 are divided down to 
an insignificant level by the loop gain of the buffer amp. The 
feedback also keeps the DC output impedance of the im
proved filter near uro. Also, leakage through C2 is negli
gible since the voltage across it is nearly uro. 

At high freqµency, the output impedance of the improved 
filter is low due to C1• The reactance of a lµF capacitor is 
0. l 60 at 1MHz. For an AID converter reference, connect C1 
as close to the reference input pin as possible. 

The improved filter can drive large capacitive loads without 
stability problemc;. Just keep {CLOAD + c.) • R, < 0.5 • ~. c2. 
There is one caution with the improved filter. Although the 
output impedance is low at both high frequencies and DC, it 
peaks at midband frequencies. Reduced loop gain due to the 
~. C

2 
network is responsible. A peak output impedance of 

about 0.7 • R, occurs near the filter pole frequency. If lower 
midband output impedance is required, R, must be reduced 
and C1 increased accordingly. 

The lnfonnatlon provided honlln 19 bellovad to be reliable; howevor, BURR-BROWN a81M\'IOII no rusponslbillyforlnaccuradoa oromlsslono. BURR-BROWN aBSUl'IKl8 
no rnpoMibillty for the uso of thla Information, and all uso ol such Information shaD be entlroly at the uaor's own risk. Prices and spoclflcatlono are GUbjocl to change 
wlthou1 notlco. No patent righ1G0tliconaos to any of thecln:ultadoacribod herein aro lmpllad or granted to anylhlrd party. BURR-BROWN doea notautharizeorwarranl 
any BURR•BROWN product for uso In lifo support dovlcoa and/or aystoma. 
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CAREFUL LAYOUT TAMES. SAMPLE-HOLD. PEDESTAL. ERRORS 
by Anthony D. Wang · 

In most sampling sys~ms. the inherent characteris.tics of the 
sample-hold dictate 'its overall perforinance. However, one 
error source that sample-hold users do have under. their 
direct control is the external charge injection from the digital 
control signal. This is known as charge transfer when mea
sured in coulombs or as charge offset when· measured in 
volts. It is often· also known as pedestal because of its 
manifestation as. a step change to the outpuL The culprit is 
generally the parasitic capacitance between the digital con
trol pin and some sensitive node(s) of the circuiL 

Figure I shows the pinout of the SHCS320 with the addition 
of a parasitic capacitor between pins 1 (inverting input) and 
14 (the mode control pin). The inverting input is the closest 
pin to the digital control signal that is sensitive enough to 
amplify the parasitic feedthrough. 

This is a typical coupling path because a convenient layout 
approach would be to close the feedback loop between the 
output and the inverting input by routing the trace under
neath the device, where it could run too close to the mode 
control pin. 

OffaelAdjullmont 3 

Ottaol Adjustmont 4 

-Vee 6 

Reforonce 
Common 

Cp 

ModoControl 

Supply Common 

NC 

Extemal Hold 
Capacitor 

NC 

FIGURE 1. SCH5320 Pinout With Cp, Parasitic Capacitance. 

Although the output of the sample-hold is considered a low 
impedance node, this is not true at all frequencies. The 
output impedance is kept low by the open-loop gain of the 
amplifier. As the open-loop gain falls, the output impedance 
rises and the amplifier is unable to swallow the high fre
quency component of the parasitically coupled signal. 

The correct layout technique would minimiz.e the surface 
area exposure between the inverting input node and the 
digital sample-hold control pin. Routing the feedback trace 
underneath the unit,. as mentioned previously, would be 
acceptable if the line were kept to minimum width and 

spaced well away from the mode control line. Ideally, onJy 
one of those two traces would route beneath the package. 
Precautions should also be taken for two other pins that are 
sensitive to coupling from the digital control pin. These are 
pins 11 (external hold capacitor) and 8 (bandwidth control). 

In case the sample-hold is configured for gain with a 
feedback network, position the resistors such that their 
junction \Y,ith the inverting input occurs as close to that pin 
as possible .. If pedestal error still results, lower the feedback 
network resistor values to reduce the sensitivity of this node 
· to parasitic coupling. 

'A more insidious parasitic path occurs when sockets are 
used. Figure 2 shows the signal coupled across an empty 
sockeL The attenuation is roughly SOdB, but can still pro
vide enough of a signal to cause a significant pedestal error. 
This is suitably documented by the scope photo in Figure 3. 

Sni Input 
2V/d'tv 

ov 

-Input 
SmV/dlv 

ov 

FIGURE 2. Signal Coupling from Pin 14 to Pin 1 for Empty 
Textool Socket 

SJH Input 
2V/dlv 

ov 

v_ 
SmV/diY 

ov 

i::IGURE 3. redesta1 Error Resulting from the Use of a 
. Textool Socket., . 
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The sample-hold was configured. as a. unity ·gain follower 
with its input grounded 11te output trace displays a pedestal 
.error of -6mV. Note that this is a negative· excursion due· to 
the rising edge of the digital mode control signal coupling to 
the inverting input of the sample-hold circuit 

The best way to avoid this is to solder the sample-hold 
directly into the board. H hard soldering is not a viable 
option. avoid the use of high profile sockets, especially the 
zero insertion force type. The optimum approach uses zero 
profile solderless sockets (such as Augut PIN 8134-HC-
5P2). . . . . 

Sn-t Input 
2Vldlv 

ov 

~nput 
&mV/dlv 

ov 

FIGURE 4. Signal Couplil)g from~ 14 to Pin 1 for Empty 
. Zero Profile SockeL 

The waveforms ,in Figure 4 confirm that a test board built 
with the zero profile pin connectors. shows ~ evi~ce of 
signal coupling from the digital control pin to the inverting 
input. The board layout uses the technique mentioned earlier 
of routing a minimum width feedback trace underneath the 
circuit In this example, the socket is empty and the signals 
are lllCasuredjust as.!they were in Figure 2. 

Figure 5 demonstrates the reward for the attention to detail 
covered by this discussion. The pedestal is a barely percep
tible -0.SmV for the same unity gain configuration and for 
the same ~it as illustrated in Figure 3. · 

SM Input 
2V/div 

ov 

v_ 
5mV/div 

ov 

FIGURE 5. Pedestal Error Resulting from the Use of a Zero 
Profile Socket 
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DC-TO-DC CONVERTER NOISE REDUCTION 

The inherent switching inside the DC-to-DC converter gives 
rise to potential sources of noise. This noise manifests itself 
on the output voltage as spikes at the switching frequency. 
Due to size and cost requirements, internal filtering is 
limited but usually adequate for most applications. When 
excessive noise is suspected, you must rule out extraneous 
noise sources. Figure 1 illustrates two. recomoiended meth
ods for testing oti~t voltage ripple and noise. 

It is important that the inductor wire size can carry the load 
current, including a safety factor, and that the core does not 
saturate. Also notice that the DC resistance of the inductor 
is outside the feedback loop for regulated units and subse
quently degrades that regulation. 

LC filters are generally used only where very accurate 
analog measurements are being taken, and the power supply 
rejection is· poor at. the ripple frequency. A much more 
common filtering technique is the output filter capacitor. If your circuit requires less noise than the supply is capable 

of, there are two preferred filter techniques-LC filters or an 
output filter capacitor. . CHOOSING AN OUTPUT CAPACITOR 

~~-
'-Grounded Probo Tip 

(a) Preforred Molhod 

I 
Common Voor 

-- ---,.....----,.,.-' 111F 600Coaxla1Cable 

~ ~~II' 1 1 Li E]Scopo 
(b) Altemale Molhod 

FIGURE 1. Recommended Noise Measurement Methods. 

LC FILTERING 
For applications requiring higher accuracy, such as analog 
measurements, LC filters should be used on each channel to 
attenuate high-frequency noise. Because of the output filter 
capacitor already present in the DC-to-DC converter, adding 
an inductor and capacitor to the output creates a pi filter 
(Figure 2). 

PWRXXX 

lnlemal/ 
Output c u---------~common 

Capaciloro" 

FIGURE 2. Output "PI" Filters. 
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The saying "the more the better" is definitely not applicable 
to output capacitors of switching type power supplies. The 
basic design equations of the supply rules out any brute force 
approach. The parameter of major concern is the Effective 
Series Resistance (ESR). ESR is due to stray resistance 
inside the electrolytic capacitor that becomes significant at 
switching power supply frequencies and higher. Together 
with Effective Series Inductance (ESL), ESR can be mod
eled as the equivalent circuit shown in Figure 3. 

I 

ESR ESL 

o--1 ~ 
Equlvaler1 Cltcul1 

(II 

Xt_ (ESL) 

100 1k 10k 100k 1M 10M 

Frequoncy (Hz) 

NOTE: (1) lmprovemenl from paraDellng soveral capacftors wl1h equal 
lotal capacftance. 

FIGURE 3. Typical Log/Log Impedance Plot for Aluminum 
Electrolytic Capacitor. 

ESR is also a function of temperature and actually decreases 
as temperature is increased. This temperature dependency is 
particularly strong in the below zero range as shown in 
Figure 4. This, together with decreasing capacitance (Figure 
5), can prove fatal to a switcher design that performed well 
OD the bench. 
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FIGURE 4. ESR Ratio Relative to Room Temperature. 
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FIGURE 5. Capacitive Ratio Relative to Room Temperature. 

The ESR becomes, in effect, a voltage divider with the 
internal output resistance of the supply. Therefore, the lower 
the ESR, the better suited the capacitor is for filtering the 
output of a switching type power supply. As the load 
increases, the capacitors' ripple current increases, causing a 
larger drop across the ESR, and consequently, a larger 
output ripple voltage (seen as noise). A commonly used 
method for estimating ESR is by means of the equation: 

ESR = DF x 0.01/27tfC 

Where OF is given in %, f is given in hertz, and C is given 
in farads. Dissipation factor (DF) is a function of frequency 
and is useless if given at less than lkHz. {If given at lower 
frequencies, it is more indicative of equivalent parallel 
resistance.} If given at lkHz or greater, the above equation 
applies. Typical values are 8% to 24% at lkHz for solid 
tantalums, and 0.1 % to 3% at lkHz for ceramics, and 8% at 
120Hz for aluminum electrolytics. Most tantalum and alu
minum electrolytic capacitor manufacturers do not specify 
the ESR. probably because it is' not worth bragging about 
One way of reducing ESR is to put two or more capacitors 
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in parallel that add to the needed capacitance and reduce the 
ESR by the parallel resistance relation (see note in Figure 3). 
The second capacitor may be 1/10 or 1/100 the capacitance 
of the first, since it will provide bypassing for higher 
frequencies. 

There are two basic families of electrolytic capacitors from 
which to choose: aluminum and tantalum. Aluminum types 
are available in many quality grades and fabrication tech
niques. Tantalum typeS come in foil, solid, and wet-slug 
subtypes. At first, this may present a bewildering array of 
choices, but these can quickly be reduced by your particular 
need Cheap aluminum electrolytics of questionable quality 
are often used but all too frequently this leads to actual noise 
generation, with poor reliability, and, in general, criticisms 
of high frequency. switching type supplies. Good quality 
aluminum electrolytics probably provide the best compro
mise, if one must be made, between cost and performance. 
These are "computer grade" and other types made especially 
for switchers. Some have specialized construction that pro
duce very low ESR and ESL rather than low cost The 
outstanding feature of all tantalum types is their high capaci
tance to volume efficiency. This is particularly seen in the 
wet-slug tantalum. an undisputed winner in the capacitance 
versus volume contest Solid tantalums appeal where there is 
a great emphasis on longevity, both shelf life and operating 
life. The foil-type tantalum is a very good capacitor for 
switchers but is not cost competitive with aluminum types. 
Where switching frequencies are very high ( 1 MHz and 
greater) and current demands are low, nonelectrolytic ca
pacitors will probably replace the previously discussed 
electrolytics, providing bypassing at high frequencies where 
the ESL of electrolytics becomes too high. 

In addition to considering the capacitance, ESR, ESL, and 
appropriate voltage derating for the application, most ca
pacitors have a maximum rms ripple current (or max rms 
ripple voltage) rating which should not be exceeded. Ripple 
current can be estimated by isuts = ~/3.5 (or VRMS :: 
V p.p/3.0). These ratings are too often ignored, but the stress 
produced by exceeded ripple will adversely effect the lifespan 
of the output filter capacitor. The effect of ripple current 
flowing in the output capacitor is the dissipation of heat in 
the capacitor's ESR. Heat kills electrolytics in two ways
electrolytic depletion and electrolytic evaporation. The rate 
at which the electrolyte is lost depends on the electrolyte 
itself and the capacitor's internal structure. But whatever 
that rate, tests by aluminum capacitor makers indicate it 
nearly doubles for each 10°C rise in temperature. Thus, each 
lOOC rise nearly cuts the usable life of an aluminum capaci
tor in half. The best approach to counter this problem is to 
use capacitors designed and rated for higher temperatures. 

Whatever capacitor is selected, its effective use depends 
greatly upon wiring techniques. For example, inductance 
can become dominant if good wiring practices are not 
followed and a low ESL requirement can be reduced through 
very careful wiring. Place the capacitor as close as possible 
to the load rather th~ the power supply. The reason for this 
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is the presence of inductance in the wire or PCB trace and 
the existing output capacitor inside the supply. A small pi 
filter is formed furthering the reduction of noise. Capacitor 
lead length including circuit wiring on · both sides of the 
capacitor should be minimiz.ed. Short. wide straps are the 
best and these can be paralleled for further reduction in self-
inductance. , . , , 

It's true that good capacitors have played a big role in 
making switching type power supplies a technological· and 
commercial success, but this success has inspired the capaci
tor makers to devise even better suited types. Because of this 
impetus and the versatility of the switching power supply, it 
is difficult to say that one type of capacitor is inherently 
better than another; Most capacitor manufacturers are will
ing and able to provide advice that would help you in your 
decision. 

The lnformaljonpnMdod herein la bellavad to beretlablo; howevor, BURR-BROWN aasumea no mponslbllltyfor Inaccuracies or om1G81ona. BURR-BROWN asaumea 
no responsftility for the used this Information, and aD uso of such lnformallon shall bo onllroly at tho user's~ risk. Prlcea and spoclflcatlona a,o subjoc:t to c:hango 
without notice. No patent rights or !icenll08 to any of tho dn:utta doacr!bod herein aro Implied orgrantod to any third party. BURR-BROWN dooa not authorize orwariant 
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10MHz.ANALOG MULTIPLIER c·ARRIES OUTPUT.AMP, 
BREAKS ,$ANDWI_DTH' B~RRIER . . . 

A transconductance mulUpller chip, the first one fitted with an output ampllfler, alleviates design worries 
In ·high-bandwidth comm.unlcatlon cJrcults. 

Beyond a 1MHz bandwidth, multiplier chips usually need 
external .amplifiers and biasing, and many cannot deliver 
their promised· accuracy and performance ynthout external 
trimming ·components. Those burdens have largely kept 
single-chip multipliers out of communication applications. 
Mixer circuits, for example, h~ve instead relied on signal
diode rings, even though those rings bring their _oYf.D pedor
mance drawbacks, including poor low-frequency. response 
.and narrow frequency and power ranges.'. . . ' . . ' ' 

With the introduction of the MPY634 nmltipliers, wideband 
analog multiplication need no longer be a multichip affair or 
imply performance compromises. Along with its 10MHz 
small-signal bandwidth, the four-quadrant chip has a laser
trimmed DC accuracy of 0.25%, an adjustable scale factor, 
and the ability to drive loads down to 2kn. 

In addition, because it has• three instead of two differential 
input pairs, the chip can divide, square, and. find square 
roots.• Those functions make it, in effect, a multifunction 
converter. As a result, adding just a few components creates 
any number of analog processors,.including,a voltage-con
trolled filler or a mixer. 

The chip unites ~ voltage-to-current input converters, a 
transconductance core, a highly stable voltage reference, and 
a high-gain output amplifier (Figure 1 ). The three converters 
can be viewed as''differential amplifiers wiih an extremely 
low transconductance. The benefits of which are a lOMn 
input impedance and a 20V/J.1S slew rate. Moreover, the 
converters' input voltages can be differential or single
ended; in the latter case, the second input can be used to 
nullify offsets. 

HAVING THE DRIVE 
The 4ifferential outputs of the converte~_drive the transcon
duc,ance core, which actually performs the multiplication. 
The output of the core, a differential cwrent, produces a 
voltage across a resistive load that feeds a high-gain, high
bandwidth amplifier. For multiplication, the output of the 
amplifier is fed back to converter Z; other mathematical 
operations are set up by different feedback connections. 

.JL------- +V 

SFo----------...i 

. Tranconduc:tanc:o I.Iv 
Core ,' ''1----1--.----1 

Bandgap Rel'erenco 
Genenatar. 

i--------o+Y. 

t-------o-V 

FIGURE 1. The MPY634 Multiplier Chip is the First to Break the 1MHz Banier. Without the external wideband amplifier, a 
suitable alternative to diode mixers. It combines three voltage-to-current converters,• a transconductance core, a 
voltage reference, and an output amplifier. 
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Like any mathematical circuit. the nmltiplier.is only as good 
as its linearity, accuracy, ·and stability. Here linearity and 
accuracy depend on the transconductance core, and more 
specifically, on how precisely the base-to-emitter voltages 
of its six transistors match. To maximize linearity, the 
transistors are diagonally coupled (aoss-coupled) on the die 
and then laser-trimmed. 

Maintaining a constant scale factor over temperature re
quires stable bias current in the core. A built-in bandgap 
reference keeps the scale factor's temperature coefficient 
within 30ppmf'C over a temperature range of -55°C to 
+12S°C. Nevertheless, the scale factor can be adjusted over 
the range of l0V to 3V by connecting a resistor from the 
negative supply to the Scale Factor Adjust pin. 

As with an op amp, the nmltiplier' s open-loop equation 
offers insight ~to the chip's operation, as well as into its 
constraints. The· open-loop equation is: 

VOUT =A(!)I:· -X2s~Y, -Y2) -(z, -z,J] 

where: 

V our is the output voltage; 

A is the output amplifier's open-loop gain and is assumed to 
be infinite; . ' ' 

XN• y N• and z,. are mput voltages; 
SF is the scale factor, which is nominally l0V. 

For stability, feedback is applied to one or more inputs. 
(However, when feedback involves more than one input, 
designers must take care that the overall feedback does not 
become positive.) Since the gain is always positive, inputs 
that receive feedback become dependent on the output 
voltage. Thus, the behavior of the circuit can be predicted by 
substituting V our (or its function) for the appropriate input 

'voltage. 

For example, in a basic multiplier with single-ended inputs 
and no offset, X2, Y 2, and Zi all equal uro. Feedback enters 
directly through the Z. input Because converter Z drives the 
output amplifier's inverting input, the feedback is negative 
and the output voltage is given by: 

V 0ur = A (X1 Y sf SF -V our> 

When A approaches infinity, the equation gives: 

V0ur = X,YsfSF 
Applying the feedback through a voltage divider increases 
the overall gain. For example, if a 10: 1 attenuator makes Z1 
equal 0.1 Vow as gain becomes infinite the open-loop 
equation becomes 

VOIJf = 10 X. Y/SF 

To make a divider circuit. single-ended inputs~. Y1, and~ 
are grounded The feedback is applied to Y 2 so that it is 
negative for positive values of X.• However, if X. is nega
tive. then Y2 is grounded and the feedback is applied to Y1 
In either case,.the open-loop equation is: 
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v =A[(x.){:-Vour) z.] our SF 

As gain approaches infinity, V our becomes Z1"'1SF. 

The scope of the multiplier chip becomes apparent in a 
highly accurate voltage-controlled filter. Two multiplier 
chips, a universal active filter chip, four resistors, and six 
bypass capacitors team up to form a second-order filter with 
high-pass, low-pass, and bandpass outputs (Figure 2). The 
multipliers act like linear voltage-controlled resistors that set 
the filter's center frequency and thus the cutoff frequency of 
the high- and low-pass outputs. Although the active filter 
chip allows a compact implementation for bandwidths up to 
200kHz and a Q of up to 500, the bandwidth can be extended 
to 1MHz by implementing the filter with discrete op amps 
instead 

Precision 1 % resistors ensure accurate values for the full
scale center frequency and for Q. Two such resistors, be
tween each multiplier's output and the filter chip, determine 
the full-scale frequency, which is the center frequency of the 
bandpass for a, lOV control voltage. In operation, a control 
voltage drives both multipliers at once and must always be 
greater than 0V. If the voltage falls to zero or goes negative, 
the feedback around the filter chip is lost and the circuit 
becomes unstable. 

With 0.1 % resistors, the filter holds its full-scale frequency 
to 2% over a 10: 1 range of control. Moreover, no external 
trimming adjustments are required. unless accuracy must be 
raised even further (in which case the input offsets can be 
nulled by trimming). The bandpass and cutoff frequencies 
drift no more than ±50ppmf.'C over -55°C to + 125°C. At a 
full-scale frequency of 25kHz, the wideband noise is typi
cally less than 160µV. The output swing can go as high as 
20Vp-p, yielding a dynamic range of 96dB. 

Limits on the slew rate of the amplifiers inside the universal 
active filter restrict the input amplitude and Q. Fll'st, since 
the filter's internal amplifiers handle a maximum slew rate 
of lOV/µs, the full power bandwidth (l0Vpk) is 160kHz 
compared with the gain bandwidth product of 4MHz As a 
result, the input voltage should be limited to 20Vp-p below 
80kHz and 2Vp-p between 80 and 500kHz. Above that, the 
maximum input voltage is determined by the formula f! 
50,000, where fc is the filter's cutoff frequency. Second, a 
high Q can make· internal voltages larger than the input 
swing. Thus the maximum Q is below 4kHz and fcf20,000 
above4kHz. 

The high performance of this voltage-controlled oscillator 
justifies the use of the multiplier and the universal active 
filter. Though a switched-capacitor filter and a voltage
controlled oscillator represent an easier and less costly 
alternative, the arrangement's 75dB dynamic range and 
30kHz upper frequency fall far short of the multipler-based 
configuration. Moreover, tlie switched~acitor approach 
suffers from clock feedthrougb and aliasing, which dictate 
additional filtering. 
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Variable 0-J\/\JI'-+.....,.., 

-~ . ·1 

-15VDC +16VDC 
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Filter 
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Gal(:~~put 0---: ..................... ···························~, ,,:fl ........ ft 
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FIGURE 2. A Voltage-Controlled Second-Order Filter Revolves Around Two Multiplier Chips and a UAF42 Universal Active 
Filter. The multipliers act as linear voltage-controlled resistors that vary the center and cutoff frequencies of the 
active filter chip. · 

Since this transconductance multiplier needs no external 
circuitry to attain its wide bandwidth, it is a particularly 
good choice for building low-cost mixer circuits (see "Strike 
up the Bandwidth"). Mixers form the heart of heterodyning, 
which is used for modulating and demodulating signal 
amplitude. 

A ring-diode circuit, one. of the most common types of 
mixers, perfonns well at high frequencies but suffers numer
ous limitations. For instance, since the diodes in the ring 
must be b.iased, transformers must be coupled at the mixer's 
input and sometimes at the outpuL Unfortunately, trans
former coupling precludes low-frequency operation. The 
low-end frequency of most diode mixers is limited to several 
hundred kilohertz, preventing them from modulating RF 
signals directly with audio signals. 
On the other hand, the transconductance mixer is directly 
coupled and thus can modulate audio signals directly onto an 
RF carrier. For example, the amplitude of a 10MHz carrier 
can be modulated simply by applying an audio signal to the 
X input of the multiplier chip and feeding the output of a 
10MHz local oscillator to the Y input 

A ring-diode mixer also requires a resistive impedance, 
usually 500. at its input and output ports. A reactive imped
ance can severely degrade performance. The transconduc
tance mixer, in contrast, is relatively insensitive to UO 

mmct Burr-Brown IC Applications Handbook 

impedances. At low frequencies, its input impedance is 
10M'2 and, at about 1MHz, that starts to drop off, falling to 
a low of 2Sk.O at 10MHz. If required, a 500 resistor can be 
shunted across the input to match impedances. The output is 
insensitive to load impedances greater than 2W and less 
than lOOOpF. 

· Transconductance mixers exhibit better linearity than typi
cal double-balanced diode mixers (see the table). The input 
voltage to diode mixers is applied directly to the diode 
junction, so that the region of linear operation is small. Any 
nonlinearity causes harmonic distortion and feedthrough, 
which adversely affect almost all specifications. In addition, 
it generates spurious carriers, intermodulation distortion, 
and increased feedthrough. Within the transconductance 
mixer, the input voltage is converted into a current before 
being applied to the core, affording a much wider range of 
linear operation. 

One mixing application combines a lkHz low-pass filter 
with a 5MHz local oscillator to create a bandpass filter with 
an extremely high Q of 5000-normally an impractical if 
not impossible achievement In a passive network, reaching 
that Q would necessitate many poles, which are difficult and 
costly to tune. In addition, a typical active circuit version 
would require expensive op amps with high gain-bandwidth 
products. · · · 
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The input signal is first multiplied by the local oscillator and 
then sent through the low-pass filter (Figure 3). Since the 
filter has a lkHz bandwidth, it passes all incoming compo
nents between the local oscillator frequency and lkHz above 
iL The filter's output is then reconverted into the original 
frequency by multiplying it by the local oscillator output. An 
image frequency is created when the signal is reconverted. 
The circuit can also translate the· center frequency of a 
bandpass filter, a useful feature when the required filter falls 
outside of the commonly available collllllunications fre-. 
quencies. 

Input Low-Pass 
Finer 

(Cutoff 
FreqUGney = le) 

OscillA!or 
(Fraquenc:y = fc) 

FIGURE 3. In a Frequency-Mixing Circuit, One Multiplier 
. Chip Converts the Input Signal into DC, and 

Another Translates the DC Signal Back into the 
Original Frequency. With this technique, a lkHz 
low-pass filter and a 5MHz local oscillator cre
ate a bandpass filter with an effective Q value of 
5000 and a 5MHz center frequency. ' 

COMPARING DOUBLE-BALANCED MIXERS. 

. The mixer circuit can also be adopted for phase detectors; 
the designer need only connect a low-pass filter to the 
multiplier chip's output (Figure 4). The configuration fol
lows the principle that the product of two signals of equal 
frequency contains a DC component, and that component is 
proportional to the cosine of the angle between the signals. 

SlnCii 

Sln(~+G) 

-112 coa (2~) 
+112coao 

Low-Paaa 
Filter 

(CDC cc 2 CD) 112 COO (o) 

FIGURE 4. The Multiplier Chip Works In A Phase Detector. 
When two signals of equal frequency are multi
plied, the operation produces a DC component 
proportional to the cosine of the angle between 
them. 

Typical Doubio-ealanced Multlpller Chip 
Speclflca~n .1 Diode Mixer DCto0.5MHZ 0.5 to 10MHz 

Carrier Feedthrough 26cfB . ' 
60dB 40dB 

.. Isolation: RF Input to Local Oacillator 40dB 1•; 60dB 40dB 
Local Oacillator to Mixer 30dB 60dB 40dB 
RF Input to M!ur 25d8 .. '60clB 35dB 
Thlrd-0/det lntonnodulatlon lntercopl 1Vrma 60Vrma 2Vrmo 

Frequoncy Range Sovoral kHz to sovoral G_tfi(q DC lo 10MHz'' 0Cto10MHz 

NOTE: (1) The frequency range, for any ono rnlxor la UIUA!ly about throe docados. 

·,,. 

Thelnforma!lonprovldodherelnlabelkwedtoberol!ablo;~.BURR-BROWNaasumesnoroaponslblllyfot~or~laslona.BURR-BROWNanumes 
no rosponslbllity'far tho use of thlo ·1nrormatlon, and aD LIDO of such lnfonnatfon shall be entirety at theusGl'o own rlok. Prices and opoclftcatlona are subJod to change 
without notice. No patent rtgh1a orllconses to any of the circuits doscribod herein aro Implied or granted lo any third ~y. BURR-BROWN dooa no1 authorlzo or warrant 
any BURR-BROWN product far uso In life uupport davlco4 and/or uystoma. 
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STRIKE UP THE BANDWIDTH 
The limited band~idth of transconductance ~ultipliers -is • 
customarily attributed to the output amplifier. Though the 
bandwidth of the MPY634 multiplier chip can be kept to 
50MHz by the core transistors, the output amplifier slashes .. 
that figure to 1MHz. The drop is caused by interaction 
between the core's output resistance and the large Mi~ei 
capacitance at the amplifier's input, creating a pole at 
about 1MHz. · · 

Designers have usually compensated for that interaction by 
making the output amplifier's-3dB cutoff frequency occur 
at or before the pole. However, the new chip shifts out that 
pole in frequency, so that the gain can be sustailu?d far 
beyond 1MHz. Keeping.the gain consiant, however: man
dates an unchanging ratio of transcoJ¥1uctan~ in ~e 
output and input amplifier. stages. T9 keep. th~ ratio con
stant over a wide band, the input stage's transconduc~ce; 
GIDiN, must decrease at the same rate that the ~utput 
transconductance, Gfflour, does for increasing frequency. 
The gain of ~ch ,inp~t amplifier is ·the ratio of its load 
impedance to the transconductance of the input amplifier 
stage (see the figure). Also, the overall transconductance of 
the output stage is the output resistance of the core plus the 
input capacitance and transconductance of the output am-

plifier. This lumped value looks like a direct load to 
voltage-to-current converter Z and to the core. Since the 
core is transparent to converters X and Y, they see Gmour 
as the direct load. Moreovtr, because Gfflour represents the 
load impedance for ail the converters, the wideband gain is 
G111ou/G11JiN. 
For Gll\JG01v, to remain constant over a broad frequency 
range, the RC time constants of both transconductances 
must be within 100% of each other. Fortunately, with 
worst-case process and temperature variations, the match 
between the RC time constants can be held to within 20%. 

In this multiplier chip, a reactive element of the input stage 
keeps the transconductance ratio constanL The element, a 
small nitride capacitor, parallels the nonnally high resis
tance. 011\N• In fact, this purely resistive transconductance 
causes •GIDour to limit the bandwidth in the first place. 
The resistive portions comprise thin-film resistors that can 
be matched to within 1%.The capacitive portion of GIDour 
depends mainly on the quiescent current of the output 
amplifier's differential inputs. That current is laser-trimmed 
to a known value. Consequently, only the absolute toler
ance of tlie added nitride capacitor determines the match 
between the capacitive portions of Gfflour and GllliN. 

z 

The mmt&11cc or Ibis appticalion note appe&Rd m article Corm m the Januuy 9, 1986_issuc or Ekctronic DuiglL 
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DIGITALLY PROGRAMMABLE, TIME-CONTINUOUS 
ACTIVE FILTER 

by Johnnie Molina, (602) 746-7592 

Programmable active filters have increased in popularity 
over the past decade. With the advent of switched capacitor 
topologies, filter parameters such as the natural frequency 
and fdter Q can be changed simply by varying the clock 
frequency. But switched capacitor filters are sampled data 
systems and are subject to anomalies such as clock 
feedtbrough noise and aliasing errors. 

The circuit in Figure 1 shows how an analog, digitally 
programmable filter can be built using a UAF42. This 
monolithic, state-variable active filter chip provides a two 
pole filter building block with low sensitivity to external 
component variations. It eliminates aliasing errors and clock 
feedthrough noise common to switched capacitor filters. 
Lowpass, highpass, bandpass and notch (band reject) out
puts are available simultaneously. 

=-----------,,-0,--0---12-----_1--, 
In ~---------------V 

AM AM 
4 - 15 18 r---------. 

13 

(13) 

R,, 
131:0 

1000pF 

10 

V- V+ 

High-Paa 
0111 

FIGURE 1. Digitally Programmable Analog Falter. 
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The circuit uses the.UAF42 state-variable filter IC, two op 
amps, a few resistors and two common MDACs. Capacitors 
aren't required because the UAF42 has on chip lOOOpF, 
0.5% precision capacitors. The MDACs function as voltage 
attenuators which influence the unity-gain bandwidth of the 
integrators on board the UAF42. The filter's natural fre
quency, f0 , is described by the following relatioriships: 

fo = DACoAIN •fo..wc (1) 

Where: 

X = digital word at DAC inputs D1 - D12 

n = number DAC bits 

BUILD A NOTCH FILTER 
For example, to program a 60Hz notch filter with the circuit 
shown in Figure 1, the digital word to the MDAC is given 
using Equation 1, 

X = 6.28 • 1()-9 • Rp • f0 • 2D 

Given that, 
f0 = 60 Rp = 13k.O n = 12 

then, 
X = 20.1 

The 12-bit digital word to the DAC should be 20 or 
000000010100. The rounding error introduced is 0.3% 
(fNOTaf = 59.8Hz). Note that the natural frequency, f0, is 
equal to f Notaf• 

Figure 2 shows the response seen at the band reject or 
"Notch Out" node. 

NOTCH OUT 
0 

-r--,...~ V 
-to I\ 

-40 

-60 
10 100 1000 

fNOTCH = 60Hz 

The highpass, bandpass and lowpass outputs yield the re
sponses shown in Figure 3. 

HIGHPASS OUT 
3 

0 

' 

-8 
I 

1 10 100 1000 

4daa60Hz 

LOWPASSOUT 
3 

0 

1\1' 

11 

-8 
1 10 100 1000 

4d8'"60Hz 

BANDPASS OUT 
0 

-3 

~ 
j \ 

j \ 
l 

-12 
I ~ 

1 10 100 1000 

fceNTER = 60Hz 

FlGURE 2 60Hz Notch Response. FIGURE 3. Highpass, Lowpass and Bandpass fo = 60Hz 
Response. 
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The filter in Fi&V:IC 1 is set for a Q of 0.700. This can be 
adjusted using Equation 2 where, 

-(2) 

Setting the filter to a Q of 0. 700 produces second-order 
Butterworth responses. The Q is not affected by the natural 
frequency programmed by the DACs. Note that for 
Butterworth filters, the natural frequency is also the -3dB 
(half power point) for lo\Vl)ass and high~ resJ>.Onses. It 
also is the center frequ~cy for bandpass filters and the notch 
frequency for band reject responses. The passband gairi is 
unity for all response types except the bandpass~ For the 
bandpass output, the gain at ~ is equal to the. filter Q.i 

LIMITATIONS 
The maximum f0 in Figure 1 is set for l 2.25kHz. This can 
be adjusted using Equation 1. Set the DAC gain term equal 
to (2" - 1)/20, f0 = desired maxinnnn natural frequency and 
solve for RF. 

For example, to extend the maximum f0 to 20kHz, 

4095 

RF 409§ 7.96kn 
2•1t•l0-9 •20kHz 

The maximum natural frequency obtainable for the UAF42 
is lOOkHz. 

f0 accumcy can decrease as the DAC gain decreases in an 
attempt. to program low natural frequencies. For example, 
for a .12-bit DAC and maximum fo set to 20kHz. the 
resolution giving one LSB change is, 

, l . 1 1 
~ uuon = 212 •fa.we = 

4096 
• 20~ = 4. 9Hz 

When trying to program low natural frequencies like 12Hz, 
the digital word to .the DAC would be 2 

So, 

2 2 ' 
f 0 =--•fn ___ =--•20kHz:::9.8Hz 

4096 "MAX 4096 

This is an 18% error. Resolution can be increased by 
reducing foMAX or using a higher order DAC. RF resistor 
tolerance should be kept below 1 % to maintain fo error to 
within ±1%. 

·' 
The 0"£'A627 op ~ps are chosen for their low offset 
voltage, low noise, low input bias current (FET input), and 
high unity gain bandwidth (GBW = 16MHz) to maintain 
stability. 

Tho lnforma!lon pnMdod heruln la belluvud to be rollable; tiowever, BURR-SROWN.-imea no roaponalbl!lyfor lnaccuraclos oromlas:!oM. BURR-BROWN assumes 
no_ rosponslbil!tY for tho use of this Information, and all.use of such Information lh8I be ontlruly at the UIIOf'a own risk. Prlco8 and ~tlons are subjed to change 
withou1 notloa. No patent rlghta Of' lloansoa to any of theclrculla dGSCribed he,oln are lmpllod or granted to anythid party. BURR-BROWN does not authorize orwarrant 
any BURR-BROWN product for uao in ifo support drwlcou and/OI' aystoms. 
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THERMAL AND ELECTRICAL PROPERTIES OF 
SELECTED PACKAGING MATERIALS 

©1991 Burr-Brown Corp. 

THERMAL CONDUCTIVITY THERMAL EXPANSION 
- (Wnn--c) ,,.,..re, TCR 

MATERIAL NOM LOW HIGH NOM LOW HIGH 
,,.,..re, 

AJ.IR.tlNUM 6.02 5.63 6.38 23.9 19.4 25 4290 

ANTIMONY 0.620 0.481 o.~1 8.46 10.8 

ARSENIC 1.28 1.1)8(11) 1.37<'1 4.7 

BARIUM 0.486 18 

BERYLLIUM 5.10 4.04 5.5411'1 12 25000 

BISMUTii 0.201(1,) 0.1341•1 O.233(111 13 

BORON 0.696 O.478<al o.808(lll 8.3 

CADMIUM 2.46(1<) 2.111111 2.ez<c11 29.9 4200 

CAl.ClUM 5.10 3:20 5.23 22 . 4160 

CARBON 3.7ol<I O.04041D 68.9111 0.64 4.32. 

CESIUM 0.912 97 

CHROMIUM(ll) 2.38 8.1 3000 

COBAL'J(k) 2.64 12 6040 

COPPER 10.2 17 8800 

GALLIUM 1.Q4!•1 o.404!111 2.24" 18 

GERMANIUM 1.63 1.18'al 1.6gll'I 6,9 

GOLD (10.2 oz. troyllrr) 8.08 14.2 4000 

HAFNIUM 0.664 o.689(a1 o.s9z(II> 5.9 3800 

INDIUMCkl 2.08 1.941al 2.121111 32 

IRIDIUM 3.73 6.8 3925 

IRON 2.04 1.89111 2.20'JII 11.7 8510 

LEAD 0.897 O.874'al 0.~I 29.3 3360 

MAGNESllJMll:I 3.96 26 16500 

MANGANESE 0.198 22 

MOLYBDENUM 3.50 5.4 

NICKEL I 2.31 2.1o<a1 2.-1 13 6900 

NIOBIUM 1.36 7.1 

OSMIUM(lc) 1.55 4.7 4200 

PALLADIUM 1.82 11.9 3770 

PHOSPHORUS .0064!JI .307<kl 126 

PLATINUM 1.82 8.8 3927 

RHENIUM' 1.22 6.7 3950 

RHODIUM 3.81 8.3 4200 

RUBIDIUM 1.46 90 

RUTHENIUM 2.97 9.6 

SELENIUM o.033<cll O.O13'D o.11SCG1 38 

SILICON 3.78 2.1 4.27<PI 3,5m(AB) 2.9 7.4 

SILVER 10.9 19.6 4100 

STRONTIUM 0.899 o.826<a1 0,9241111 . ,, 

SULAJR(k) 0.0069 o,Q03g1o:1 ,0.001:il-> 65 

RESISTIVITY 
AT20"C 
(µ0-cm) 

2.86 

41.7 

33.3 

50.0 

5.9 

106.8 

1.8 X 1O1acml 

6.83 

3.43 

1376(1) 

20.0 

13.0 

8.24 

1.673 

66.8 

102-10711) 

2.19 

32.4 

8.37 

6.3 

9.71 

20.85 

4.46 

185 

5.17 

8.84 

12.5 

9.5 

10.8 

1011 

9.83 

19.3 

4.61 

12.5 

7.fl!I 

12<AC1 

102 to 10'(0 

1.59 

23.0 

2x1()2J(ln) 

NOTES: Valuoa al 20"C unlG1la othetwlae upocffiod. (a) At 100°C. (P) At O"C •. (a) II to triangle axb. (b) l. lo trianglo axb. (o) Average, valuo; graphllo varies from 2.0 lo 
5.6 depending on typo and orientation. Pyrolytlc graph Ito fa 0.16 and 60 l. and II to layor planes. (cf) Cryutalllne, J. lo c-axb; polyaylllalllno .. 0.006WAn-°C. (o) II to a
oxla. (I) ll lob-axla. (g) ll toc-am. (h) Annco Iron. (I} Whllo phosphoraua. O} Amoq,houa. (k) Polycrystallino. (I) Resbllvlly at O'C. (m) lntrlnalcvakle, actualvaluo toMll!w 
10 putfty. (I) Wlth 1011/crn3 to 1O1•1cm1 fmpurfty concontralion. (z) Typo Ila diamond. (AB) Measured by J. Naylor. (AC) Crysta!tlno, amorphous• 108µ0-cm. r.m;mGt 337 
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THERMAL AND ELECTRICAL PROPERTIES OF SELECTED PACKAGING MATERIALS (CONT) 

THERMAL CONDUCTIVITY THERMAL EXPANSION RESISTIVITY 
(Wlln-"C) (10"'rc> TCR AT20"C 

MATERIAL NOM LOW HIGH NOM LOW HIGH [10"'/"C] (J&Ocm] 

TANTALUM 1.46 6.6 3830 12.4 

TELLURIUM 0.160 17 2x10S 

I!? TIN 1.7~ 1.31111) 1.8el~ 23 20 25 4700 11.5 

z TITANIUt.fkl 0.556 o.52&<cr> 0.669(P) 8.6 47.8 w 
:e TUNGSTEN 4.39 4.14 4.50 4.3 4.2 4.5 6240 6.6 
w VANADIUM 0.780 7.7 24.8-26.0 -I w ZINC<"! 2,95 17 40 4190 . 5.8 

ZIRCONIUM 0.576 0.554 0.589 6.6 4400 41.0 

EPOXIES 0.0042 0.035 11.0 60 1<>21Cm1 

GLASS-EPOXY (PC-810) 0.08 (n) 101n> 1s<n> 1021(ml 

0 KAPTON 0.0039 34 40 1()Zl(m> z NYLON 0.0054 0.0085 82.8 128 1()20(m> 
c( 
CJ PARYLENE 0.0032 35 69 1()22(m) 

a: RTV 0.0053 0.004 0.008 930 3x 1011(rn) 

0 
TEFLON 0.0056 0.0296 83 50 162 1()Zl(m> 

MYLAR 0.0046 0.0073 60 95 1()2t(m) 

AIR 0.00066 

A~03 o.53<~ 0.42'wl o.as<., 6.7<~ 6.5 7.3 6 X 1021Cm) 

BRASS(P) 2.95 18 21 2000 6.4 

BoO 6.0 5.6 7.1 8.0 6.5 8.7 1()22(m) 

EUTECTIC (Au-SI) MP 370°C 5.5 13.7 2.53 
en EUTECTIC (Au-Sn) MP 280"C 6.4 16 2.6 :, 
0 EUTECTIC (Au-Go) MP 366"C 6.7 12.8 2.8 
w FERRITE 0.085 0.159 8 12 127 X 10' z :s GLASS<rl 0.010 0.037 0.55 12.4 1()Zl(m> 

-I KOVAR 0.425 6.6 49.0 

w KOVAR-42 0.28 4.9 78 
0 en MANGANIN 0.584 0.623 0.835 18.7 ±15 44 

i MICA 0.011 0.009 0.017 32.4 48.6 1()2t(m) 

QUARTZ (SI02) 0.035 0.1!PK~ 0.3~Kvl 0.65 1()Zl(m> 

SAPPHIRE 0.821 0.591 1.0 6.87<'ll 6.ol" 8~~ 1~ 

SOLDER (80/40) 1.0 23 13.5 

STEEL (1008) 1.2 12 6510 11 

STEEL, STAINLESS 0.3&303 0_30310 o,94so1 18304 17rJ.M> 112'-W 

NOTES: Values at 20"C union otherwise specified. (ex) At. 100°C. (~) At. O"C. (d) .L to c-axla. (e) II to a-axis. (f) II to b-axla. (g) II to c-axla. (k) Polycrystaline. (m) Intrinsic 
value; aclual valuo sonsillvo to purily. (n) 40-300 for vortlcal axis. (p) Yellow braaa. (q) II to c-axla at 60"C. (r) J. to c-axla al 60°C. (a) II to c-axls al 600"C. (v) 96%. (w) 
90%. (x) 99.5%. (y) See quattz. (AA) Nlchromo 60% NI, 26% Fe, 16% Cr. 

THERMAL CONDUCTIVITY {K) CONVERSIONS 

CONVERSION UNIT 

cal watt watt BTU kg-cal watt --- --- --- --- EXAMPLE ORIGINAL UNIT a-cm-"C cm-"C ln-"C hr-n-•F hr-m-"C m-"C 
232 (BTU/hr•ft•0 F) X 0.0440 

1 cal/a-cm-"C 1.0 4.186 10.63 241.9 360.0 418.6 a 10.2 (waltJ"C.ln) 

1 walt/cm-"C 0.2389 1.0 2.540 57.8 86.00 100 FORMULAE 
1 waltAn-"C 0.09405 0.3937 1.0 22.75 33.86 39.37 Length(ln) "CNla 
1 BTU/hr.ft-°F 4.134(10"") 0.01730 0.0440 1.0 1.486 1.730 Area (in2) • K (W.1n-"C) 

1 kg-c:ali1\r-m·"C 2.778(10"") 0.01183 0.0295 0.872 1.0 1.183 

1 walt/tn-"C 0.002389 0.01 0.0254 0.578 0.6800 1.0 

The Information provided horoln la bolloved to bo rellablo; howovor, BURR-BROWN alSl.lmos no rosponslbllily tor Inaccuracies or omlaalono. BURR-BROWN assumes 
no rosponslbif"dy ror tho uso of tlm Information, and aD U110 of such Information shal bo entirely at the uoor'a own risk. Prices and specillc:atlona aro subiecl to chango 
without notice. No patent rights or llconl08 to any of tho circuits doacribed horoln an, lmpllod orgrantod to anytlml party. BURR-BROWN doos not authorlzo orwanant 
any BURR-BROWN produc:l for uao In life support dovlcou and/or syetema. . 1rA•m• 
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MFB LOW-PASS FILTER DESIGN PROGRAM 

By Bruce Trump and R. Mark Stitt (602) 746-7445 

Although low-pass filters are vital in modem electronics, 
their design and verification can be tedious and time con
suming. The Burr-Brown FilterPro™ program, FILTER2, 
makes it easy to design low-pass active filters. The program 
is intended to aid in the design of low-pass filters imple
mented with the Multiple Feedback (MFB) topology. Be
cause there are instances where the Sallen-Key filter topol
ogy is a better choice, the program also supports Sallen-Key 
low-pass filter design. 

An ideal low-pass filter would completely eliminate signals 
above the cutoff frequency, and perfectly pass signals below 
cutoff (in the pass-band). In real filters, various trade-offs 
are made in an attempt to approximate the ideal. Some filter 
types are optimaed for gain flatness in the pass-band, some 
trade-off gain variation (ripple) in the pass-band for steeper 
roll-off, still others trade-off both flatness and rate of roll-off 
in favor of pulse-response fidelity. FILTER2 supports the 
three most commonly used all-pole filter types: Butterworth, 
Chebyshev, and Bessel. 

Butterworth (maximally flat magnitude). This filter has the 
flattest possible pass-band magnitude response. Attenuation 
is -3dB at the design cutoff frequency. Attenuation above 
the cutoff frequency is a moderately steep -20dB/decade/ 
pole. The pulse response of the Butterworth filter has mod
erate overshoot and ringing. 
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FIGURE lA Response vs Frequency of Even-Order 
(4-pole), 3dB Ripple Chebyshev Filter Show
ing Cutoff at OdB. 

Chebyshev (equal ripple magnitude). (Also transliterated 
Tschebychev, Tschebyscheff or Tchevysheff.) This filter 
type has steeper attenuation above the cutoff frequency than 
Butterworth. This advantage comes at the penalty of ampli
tude variation.(ripple) in the pass-band. Unlike Butterworth 
and Bessel responses, which have 3dB attenuation at the 
cutoff frequency, Chebyshev cutoff frequency is defined as 
the frequency at which the response falls below the ripple 
band. For even-order filters, all ripple is above the Od.B-gain 
DC response, so cutoff is at OdB--see Figure 1 A. For odd
order filters, all ripple is below the OdB-gain DC response, 
so cutoff is at -(ripple) dB-see Figure 18. For a given 
number of poles, a steeper cutoff can be achieved by allow~ 
ing more pass-band ripple. The Chebyshev has even more 
ringing in its pulse response than the Butterworth. 

B~I (maximallyflat time delay). (Also called Thomson.) 
Due to its linear phase response. this filter has excellent 
pulse response (minimal overshoot and ringing). For a given 
number of poles. its magnitude response is not as flat, nor is 
its attenuation beyond th_e -3dB cutoff frequency as steep as 
the Butterworth. It takes a higher-order Bessel filter to give 
a magnitude response · which approaches that of a given 
Butterworth filter, but the pulse response fidelity of the 
Bessel filter may make the added complexity worthwhile. 
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FIGURE IB. Response vs Frequency of Odd-Order (5-
pole), 3dB Ripple Chebyshev Filter Showing 
Cutoff at -3dB. 
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Optional Buffer 
ODllonal Buffor Roal Polo Soc:tion 

. . . 

Complex 
Polo-Pu 
Section A 

FIGURE 2. Real Pole Section (Unity-Gain, First-Order 
Butterworth; f_3dB :: lfl • it • R1 ~ C1). · · 

FIGURE 3. Second-Order Low-Pass Filter. 

FIGURE 4. Third-Order Low-Pass Filter. 

Optional Buffor 

ComplGX 
Polo-Pair 
SocllonA 

. -

Complox 
~Pair· 
SectlonA 

Comp!Gx 
Polo-Pair 
Section N 

FIGURE 5. Even-Order Low-Pass Filter Using Cascaded Complex Pole-Pair Sections. 

OpllonalBuffer Real Polo Soc:tlon 

Complox 
Pole-Pair 
SodlonA 

Complox 
Polo-Pair 
Section N 

FIGURE 6. Odd-Order Low-Pass Filter Using Cascaded Complex Pole-Pair Sections Plus One ReaI.;.PoJe Section. 
• ~ I I • 
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SUMMARY 
Butterworth 

Advantages Maximally flat magnitude response in the 
pass-band. Good all-around performance. 
Pulse response betterthmi'0Iebyshev. Rate 
of attenuation better than Bessel.. , 

Disadvantages Some overshoot and ringing in step re
sponse. 

Chebyshev 

Advantages . Better attenuation . beyond the pass-band 
than Butterworth. 

Disadvantages Ripple in pass-band. Consi~ble ringing 
in step response. 

Bessel 

Advan1ages , Best step response-very little overshoot 
or ringing. · 

Disadvantages Slo~er rate of attenuatio~ ~yond th~ pass
band than Butterworth. 

CIRCUIT IMPLEMENTATION 
Even-order filters designed with ~ -program consist of 
cascaded sections of complex pole-pairs. Odd-order filters 
contain an additional real-pole section. Figures 2 through 6 
show the recommended cascading arrangemenL The pro
gram automatically places lower Q stages ahead of higher Q 
stages to prevent op amp output saturation due to gain peaking. 
The program can.be used to design filters up to 8th order. 

FILTER ORDER FIGURE 

1 pole ,,• Flgura2 

i 2polaa Flguro3 · 
3polaa Flguru4 

4 or moro polos (evon order) ·FlguroS 
5 OI' mon, poloG (odd ordor) Flgun,6 

TABLE I. Filter Circuit vs Filter Order. 

COMPLEX POLE-PAIR CIRCUIT 
The choice of a complex pole-pair circuit depends on perfor
mance requirements. FIL TER2 supports the two most com
monly used op amp pole-pair circuit topologies: 

• Multiple Feedback (MFB)-shown in Figure 7. 
· • Sall~n-Key-shown in Figures 8 and 9. 

The MFB topology (sometimes called Infinite Gain or Rauch) 
is often preferred due to assured low sensitivity to compo
nent variations-see sensitivity section. There are ins~s, 
however, where the Sallen-Key topol08,Y ~ a better choice. 

As a rule of thumb, the Sallen-Key topology ~s better if: 

1) Gain accuracy is important, AND 
2) A unity-gain filter is used, AND 
3) Pole-pair Q is low (e.g. Q < 3) 

mm• Burr-Brown IC Applications Handbook 

FIG'1RE 7. MFB Complex Pole-Pair S~on. 
(Gain = -R2/R1) 

FIGURE 8. Unity-Gain Sallen-1{.ey Complex Pole-Pair 
Section. (Gain= 1) 

,ca 
.-------11--------, 

-:-

FIGURE 9. Sallen:-Key Complex Pole-Pair Section. 
(Gain= 1 + R.Jlt3) . 

At unity-gain, the Sallen-Key topology inherently has excel
lent gain accuracy. This is because the op amp is used as a 
imity-g.rin' buffer. With the MFB. topology, gain is deter
mined by the R2/R1 resistor ratio. The unity-gain Sallen-Key 
topology also requires fewer components-two resistors vs 
three for MFB. 

The Sallen-Key topology may also be preferable for high-Q 
high frequency filter sections. In these sections the value 
required fot C1 in a MFB • design can be quite low for 
reasonable resistor values. Low capacitor values can result 
in significant errors due to parasitic capacitances. 
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The best filter design may be a combination of MFB and 
Sallen-Key sections. 

Use the appropriate circuits along with component values 
generated by the FIL TER2 program to build your filter 
design. 

USING THE FIL TERPRO™ PROGRAM 
With each data entry. the program automatically calculates 
filter performance and values for all filter components. This 
allows you to use a "what if" spreadsheet-type design 
approach. For example~ you can quickly detennine. by trial 
and error. bow many poles are needed for a given roll-off. 

GEmNG STARTED 
The first time you use the program. you may want to follow 
these steps. 

Type FILTER2 <ENTER> to start the program 

At this point. you have already designed a 3-pole. lkHz 
Butterworth fi1ter. Component values are shown on the 
display screen. For a different filter design. use the arrow 
keys to move the cursor to the menu selection desired. 

Start at the top of the menu and work your way down. On
screen prompts. to the left of the menu selections. will guide 
you in pro grant use. Ref er to this bulletin for more detail. if 
needed. 

1) Choose pole-pair Circuit: MFB or Sallen-Key 

2) Select Filter type: Butterworth 
Chebyshev 
Bessel 

3) For Cbebyshev filter type. enter Ripple: >OdB to 4dB 

4) Enter Number of poles: 1 to 8 

S) Enter fi1ter Cutoff frequency: (Hz) 

The following steps are optional: 

6) If you want to view the gain/phase response of the 
current filter design at a particular frequency. enter the 
frequency of interest on the Response @ fx line. The 
gain/phase information can be viewed on the fn, Q, 
Response display window-see step 11. 

7) If you want to change the resistor scaling. enter a value 
on the·Scale Resistors line. 

8) If you want to change the gain of a section. press 
<ENTER> on the Gain Entry line. Default value for 
gain is 1.0V N in each section. 

9) If you want to enter your own capacitor values, press 
<ENTER> on the Capacitor Menu line. 

10) If you want to design with standard 1 % resistors instead 
of exact resistors, press <ENTER> on the Resistors 
line. 
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11) To change the display screen press <ENTER> on the 
Display line. Available display screens are: Component 

, values; fn. Q. Response; Sensitivities. 

TO RETURN TO DOS 
To exit the program and return to DOS. press <Fl>. 

USING THE PLOT FEATURE 
A Plot feature allows you to view graphical results of ftlter 
gain and phase vs frequency. This feature is useful for 
comparing filter types. 

To view a plot of the current filter design, press <Fl>. 

GRAPHIC DISPLAY COMMANDS 
While viewing the graphic display, several commands can 
be used to compare filter responses: 

S-Saves the plot of the current design for future recall. 

R-Recalls the Saved plot and plots it along with the current 
design. 

P-Recalls the Previous plot of the last design plotted from 
the main program (by pressing <F2>) and plots it along with 
the current design. You can recall the Previous design and 
the Saved design to plot all three together. 

C-Clears the display and replots only the current design. 

GRAPHIC DISPLAY CURSOR CONTROL 
While viewing the graphics display you can also use the left/ 
right arrow keys to move a cursor and view gain and phase 
for plotted filter responses. The gain/phase of the current 
design is always displayed. In addition. the gain/phase of the 
Recalled or Previous design can be viewed by pressing R or 
P. 

TO PRINT RESULTS 
To print results press <F3>. All three display screens will 
automatically be printed. 

SENsmvrrv 
Sensitivity is the measure of the wlnerability of a filter• s 
performance to changes in component values. The important 
filter parameters to consider are natural frequency (fJ and Q. 

fn SENSmVITY FOR BOTH 
MFB AND SALLEN-KEY 
Sensitivity of f0 to resistor, capacitor. and amplifier gain 
variations is always low for both the Sallen-Key and MFB 
filter topologies. 
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s~ = s~ = ±0.s%t% 

S~=O 

Where: 
S~, S~. S~::: Sensitivity of f11 to resistor, 

capacitor, and gain variations 
(%/%) 

asENsmvrrv 
For the MFB topology, sensitivities to Qare also always 
low, but sensitivities for the Sallen-Key topology can be 
quite high-exceeding 2 • K • (1. At unity gain, the Sallen
Key Q sensitivity to resistor and capacitor variations will 
always be low. Unfortunately, however, the sensitivity of 
the unity-gain Sallen-Key pole-pair to op amp gain can be 
high. 

Q Sensitivity for MFB Pole-Pair 

s~ = ±0.5%1% 

Q R2 - R3 - K • R3 SR :;: :t ------------'"--
2(R2 + R3 + K • R3) 

(MFB complex 
pole-pair) 

Q K • R3 (MFB complex SK=----------
R2 + R3 + K • R3 pole-pair) 

Notice, by inspection: S~ is always less than :t0.5%/%, 
and S~ is always less than 1.0%/%. 

Q Sensitivity for Gain = 1. Sallen-Key Pole-Pair 

sg = :1:0.S%/% 

Q R1 -Rz 
Sa = :t ------"--

2(R1 + R2) 

(Sallen-Key 
complex pole-pair) 

So, S~ is always less than 0.5%/%. 

<i < S~ < 2 • Q: (Sallen-Key complex pole-pair) 

Where: 
S~, S~, S~ = Sensitivity off and Q to resistor, 

capacitor, and gain variations 
(%/%) 

K = Op amp gain (VN) 
Figure 7 circuit, K = Rz/R1 
Figure 8 circuit, K = 1.0 
Figure 9 circuit, K = 1 + Ri~ 

NOTE: · FtlterProna always selects component values so 
unity-gain Sallen-Key S~ will be closer to <:f than to 2 • (f. 
However, FILTER2 will allow you to design Sallen-Key 
pole-pairs with high sensitivities (high Qs and GAIN » 1). 
You must make sure that sensitivities to component varia
tions do not make these designs impractical. A feature in the 
Display menu allows you to view the f11 and Q sensitivity of 
filter sections to resistor and capacitor variations. 
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USING THE SENSITIVITY DISPLAY FEATURE 
To use the Sensitivity display option, move the cursor to the 
Display menu, press <ENTER>, move the cursor to the 
Sensitivity selection, and press <ENTER> again. The dis
play shows sensitivity of f11 and Q to each component for 
each filter section. The fonnat is sr; sQ. 
Rather than displaying the derivative with respect tQ compo
nent variations, the program calculates f11 and Q change for 
a 1 % change in component values. This gives a more 
realistic sensitivity value for real-world variations. 

USING THE SCALE RESISTORS MENU OPTION 
The Scale Resistors option allows you to scale the com
puter-selected resistor values to match the application. Move 
the cursor to the Scale Resistors menu selection and enter 
your seed resistor value. The default value of !OW is 
suggested for most applications. 

Higher resistor values~ e.g. 1 OOW. can be used with FET
input op amps. At temperatures below about 700C, DC 
errors and excess noise due to op amp input bias current will 
be small. Remember, however, that noise due to the resistors 
will be increased by vn "'here n is the resistor increase 
multiplier. 

Lower resistor values, e.g. soon, are a better match for high
frequency ftlters using the OPA620 or OPA621 op amps. 

CAPACITOR VALUES 
Compared to resistors, capacitors with tight tolerances are 
more difficult to obtain and can be much more expensive. 
The Capacitor menu option allows you to enter actual 
measured capacitor values. In this way, an accurate filter 
response can be achieved with relatively inexpensive com
ponents. 

USING THE CAPACITOR MENU OPTION 
To use the Capacitor menu option, move the cursor to the 
Capacitor menu selection and press <ENTER>. Move the 
cursor to any capacitor and enter your value. Prompts on the 
left of the screen advise min/max capacitor entry limits. 
With each capacitor entry, the program will select exact or 
closest standard 1 % resistor values as before. 

COMPENSATE FOR OP AMP 
INPUT CAPACITANCE-SALLEN-KEY ONLY 
If the common-mode input capacitance of the op amp used 
in a Sallen-Key filter section is more than approximately 
C1/400 (0.25% of C1), it must be considered for accurate 
filter response. You can use the Capacitor menu option to 
compensate for op amp input capacitance by simply adding 
the value of the op amp common-mode input capacitance to 
the actual value of C1• The program then automatically 
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recalculates the · exact or Closest 1 % resistor values . for 
accurate filter response. No compensation f~r op amp input 
capacitance is required with _MFB designs. 

CAPACITOR SELECTION 
Capacitor selection is very important for'a high-performance 
filter. Capacitor behavior can vary significantly from ideal, 
introducing series resistance and inductance which limit Q. 
Also, nonlinearity of ~tance vs voltage causes distortion. 

Common ceramic capacitors with high dielectric constants, 
such as "high-K" types, can cause errors in filter circuits. 
Recommended capacitor types are: NPO · ceramic, silver 
mica, metallized polycarbonate; and, for temperatures up to 
85°C, polypropylene or polystyrene. 

OP AMP SELECTION 
It is important to choose an op amp that can provide the 
necessary DC precision, noise, distortion, and speed. 

OP AMP BANDWIDTH 
In a low-pass filter section, maximum gain peaking is very 
nearly equal to Q at f11 (the section's natural frequency}. So, 
as a rule of thumb: 

For an MFB section: Op amp bandwidth should be at least 
100 •GAIN• f11• 

High-Q Sallen-Key sections require higher op amp band
width. . 
For a Sal/en-Key section: For Q > 1, op amp gain-

. .. bandwidth ·should be at least 
100 •'GAIN • (i • fo. 
For Q S 1, op amp gain
bandwidth should be at least 
100 • GAIN • fn. 

For a real-pole section: Op amp bandwidth should be at 
least SO • f11• 

Although Q is formally defined only for complex poles, it is 
convenient to use a Q of 0.S for calculating the op amp gain 
required in a real-pole section. 1 

• 

For -example, a unity-gain 20kHz S-pole, 3dB ripple 
Chebyshev MFB filter with a 2nd pole-pair f11 of 19.35kHz 
and a Q of 8.82 needs an op amp with unity gain bandwidth 
of at least 17MHz. On the other hand, a 5-pole Butterworth 
MFB filter, with a worst case Q of 1.62 needs only a 3.2MHz 
op amp. The same 5-pole Butterworth filter implemented 
with a Sallen-Key topology would require a 8.5MHz op amp 
in the high-Q section. 

USING THE fn AND Q DISPLAY OPTION 
To aid in selection of the op amp, a feature in the. Display 

and press <ENTER> again. The f11 and Q information is also 
useful when trouble-shooting filters by comparing expected 
to actual response of individual filter sections. 

OP AMP SLEW RATE 
For adequate full-power response, the slew rate of the op amp 
must be greater than 7t • VoP-P • FILTER BANDWlDllL For 
example, a lOOkHz filter with 20Vp-p output requires an op 
amp slew rate of at least 6.3V /µs. Burr-Brown offers aQ excel
lent selection of op amps which can be used for high perfor
mance active filters. The guide on P-7 Hsts some good choices. 

THE UAF42 UNIVERSALACTIVE FILTER· 
For other filter designs, consider the Burr-Brown UAF42 
Universal Active Filter. It can easily be configured for a 
wide variety of low-pass, high-pass, band-pass, or band:. 
reject (notch) filters. It uses the classical state-variable 
architecture with an inverting amplifier and two integrators 
to form a pole-pair. The integrators include on-chip IOOOpF, 
±0.5% capacitors. This solves one of the most difficult 
problems in• active filter implementatio~btaining tight 
tolerance, low-loss capacitors at reasonable cosL 

Simple design·procedures for the UAF42 allow.implemen
tation of Butterworth, Chebyshev, Bessel, and other types of 
filters. An extra FET-input op amp in the UAF42 can be used 
to form additional stages or special filter types such ~ Inverse 
Chebyshev. The UAF42 is available in a standard 14-pin DIP. 
For more information, request the Burr-Brown Product Data 
Sheet PDS-1070 and Application Bulletin AB-035. · . 

EXAMPLES OF MEASURED 
MFB FILTER RESPONSE 

• 1 •• 

Figures 10 and 11 show actual measured magnitude re
sponse plots for 5th-order 20kHz Butterworth, 3dB 
Chebyshev and Bessel ~filters designed with the program. 
The op amp used in all filters was the OPA627. As can be 
seen in Figure 10, the initial roll-off of the Chebyshev filter 
is fastest and the roll-off of the Bessel filter is the slowest 
However, each of the 5th-order filters ultimately rolls off at 
-N • 20dB/decade, where N is the filter order (-IOOdB/ 
decade for a 5-pole filter). 

The oscilloscope photographs (Figures 12-14) show the step 
response for each filter. As expected, the Chebyshev filter 
has the most ringing, while the Bessel has the leasL Figure 
15 shows distortion plots vs frequency for the three filters. 

See Application Bulletin AB-017 for measured Sallen-Key 
filter performance of the same three designs. 

menu section allows you to view pole-pair section. fn and Q. · · · 

To use this feature move the cursor to the Display menu, 
press <ENTER>, move the cursor to the fa & Q selection, 
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OP AMP SELECTION GUIDE (In Ordef of lncre~lng Slew Rate) 
TA" 25"C, Vs a ±16V, spedficatlons typ,_ unle8a _otherwise natod, ~ spocificatlons 818 far ~de model. 

',. 

.BW FPRC1> SR Vo, Vo,/dT, NOISE 
OPAMP typ typ typ · IJIIIX max at10lcHz Cc.Pl 
MODEL (MHz). 

•' 
(llltZ) (V/µa) . {i.tV) (pVl'C) (nVHHz) (pF) 

OPA177 . 0.6 i .'3 0.2 10 , :l0.1 8 1 

OPm a: 30 1.9 25 :l0.6 2.7 1 

. OPA2107 ciial 12' · 4.5 ~ -, · . 280 18 500 :t8 8 4 

OP~60212' ., 6 500 . 3S 250' :i:2 ,12 3 

OPM04quad~ '' 6 500 .. ~ 
,, 1000 ~lyp 12. 3 

OPA827(1) 16 .•. · 875. 55. 
: 

100 :l0.8 4.6 7 

OPAe20 (Vs~±6V) 300,' 1GMHz(SVs,,p) 250· 500 ·_ ±atyp 2.301MHz 1 
,, . 

NOTES: (1) Unlesa OlhalWise notodi FPR II fuD poWer response, at 20Vp-pa1 calculatod from 116W fato; (2) Thoae op ampe have FE:f Inputs. (3)'Common-modo Input capacitance. . ' ' ' . . 
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FIGURE 10. Gain vs Frequency for Fifth-Order 20kHz 
Butterworth, Chebyshev, and Bessel Unity
Gain MFB Low.;Pass Filters, Showing Over
all Ftlter Response. 
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FIGURE 14. Step Response of Fifth-Order 20kHz Bessel 
Low-Pass MFB Filter. 

FIGURE 13. Step Response of Fifth-Order 20kHz 
Chebyshev Low-Pass MFB Filter. 
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FIGURE 1S. Measured Distortion for the Three 20kHz MFB 

Low-Pass Filters. 
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SIMPLE FILTER TURNS SQUARE WAVES INTO SINE WAVES 
by R. Mark Stin (602) 746-7445 

Many signals are digitally generated or transmitted as square 
waves. It is often desirable to convert these signals into sine 
waves. For example, the 350Hz, 440Hz. 480Hz, and 620Hz 
telephone supervisory tones transmitted over fiber-optics 
may appear at curb-side as square waves. To be used in 
telephone equipment it is desirable to convert the square 
waves into low-distortion sine waves. This can be done with 
a simple filter. 

According to its Fourier series, a 50% duty-cycle square 
wave consists of odd order hannonic sine waves with the 
fundamental at the same frequency as the square wave. 

Fourier Series for a Square Wave 

4
k (sinx +¼sin3x +¼sin5x + ... ) 
n 

where k = peak amplitude of the square wave 

A sine wave with the same frequency as the square wave can 
be gleaned by filtering out the hannonics above the funda
mental. A "tuned-circuit'' bandpass filter with a Q of 10 
attenuates signals at three times the bandpass frequency by 
28.4dB. Since the amplitude of the third harmonic is 1/3 that 
of the fundamental, the total attenuation of the third har
monic compared to the fundamental is nearly 40dB. Toe 
result is a low distortion sine wave as sliowri in Figure IA. 
Notice that although the filter has unity gain, the amplitude 
of the sine wave output signal is greater than that of the 

+1V 

ov 

-1v 

1 a. A square wave passed through a simple iuned
circuir bandpass filter produces a low distortion sine 
wave. 

FIGURE 1. Low Distortion Sine Wave. 

F•fflc, 

square wave. This is because the fundamental has an ampli
tude of 4ht times that of the square wave as shown by the 
Fourier series. The bandpass filter will also filter out any DC 
component of the square wave input as shown in Figure 1 B. 

The circuit for a "tuned-circuit" bandpass filter using a Burr
Brown UAF42 universal active filter chip is shown in Figure 
2. Toe UAF42 contains op amps, gain-set resistors, and on
chip precision (0.5%) 1 OOOpF capacitors to form a time 
continuous filter, free from the anomalies and switching 
noise associated with switched-capacitor filters. Toe only 
external components required are three 1 % resistors to set 
center frequency and Q. In this example, resistors are se
lected to produce a ''tuned-circuit" bandpass filter simulat
ing a tuned-circuit response with 350Hz center frequency 
and Q = 10. A computer-aided design program, FilterPro, is 
available free of charge from Burr-Brown to make it easy to 
design all kinds of active filters using the UAF42. 

To design a "tuned-circuit" bandpass filter with Q = 10: load 
FilterPro FIL TER42, select Bandpass filter response, select 
Order n = 2, set the desired center frequency (t"aoom), and 
set the bandwidth to 1/10 the center frequency. You can plot 
the filter response and print out component values. 

A fourth, auxiliary, op amp in the UAF42 is available for use 
in other circuitty. If the auxiliary op amp is not used, connect 
it as a unity-gain follower with the input to ground (connect 
-IN to Vour and +IN to ground). 

AB.OSS 

+2V 

ov 

1b. DC components of a square wave passed through 
bandpass filter are eliminated to produce a low distortion 
sine wave. 
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Mismatches between the frequency o{ the input sq~ waye 
and the center frequency of the ~andpass filter -wili'affect the 
sine wave outpuL Figure 3 shows measured sine wave output · 
total harmonic distortion (THD) and gain variation for mis
matches _from O to ±5%. A typical mismatch of 1 % gives less 
than 1.5% THD and less than 2% gain deviation. 

13 

CENTER FREQUENCY 
(Hz) 

350 
,· 440 

480 
620 

RF,. 
4531dl . 

8 

R,,,RR 
,,· (0) 

4631c 
365k 
332k 
255k 

Variations of th~ square-wave duty cycle_ fropi 50% will 
also increase _distortion due to second-order harmonic con

. tent In applications with a pulse train or. other non-SO% 
duty cycle square wave; it may be desirable to place an 
inexpepsiv.e divide by tw<> digital flip-flop. ahead of the 

·. filter to assure a-50% duty cycle square-wave input 

Band-Pass 
Your 

7 

-~ 
(0) 

2.8k 
2.8k 
2.8k 
2.8k 

RF2 
4631dl 
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Cz 
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Component values for ·ooloded O"' 10 "tunocl-clrcul1" bandpass filters. 

~ • • I / 

FIGURE 2. A Simple 3S0kliz, Q = 10, 'ttwied-Circuit" Bandpass Filter Built ~th the UAF42 Requires Only Three External 
Components. 
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.r.g· •-4 · ~ ~ -1 o 1 ··2·: 3 · • 4 · . s· · 

. Frequency Mis~ {'!(,j'· 

FIGURE 3. Measured Sine_ Wave Output THD ~d Normalired Gain En:or vs Mismatch between Filter Ce~ter Frequency ..and 
Square Wave Input Frequency for '1te "Tuned-Circuit" Bandpass Filter Shown in Figure 2. 
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FILTER DESIGN PROGRAM FOR 
THE UAF42 UNIVERSAL ACTIVE FILTER 

By Johnnie Molina and R. Mark Stitt (602) 746-7592 

Although active filters are vital in. modem electronics, their 
design and verification can be tedious and time consuming. 
To aid in the design of active filters, Burr-Brown provides 
a series of FtlterPro™ computer-aided design programs. 
Using the FILTER42 program and the UAF42 it is easy to 
design and implement~ kinds of active filters. The UAF42 
is a monolithic IC which C0'1tains the op amps, matched 
resistors, and precision capacitors needed for' a state~variable 
filter pole-pair. A fourth. uncommitted pr~sion op amp is 
also included on the die. , , 

Filters implemented with the UAF42 are time-continuous, 
free from the switching· noise and aliasing problems of 
switched-capacitor filters. Other advantages · of the state
variable topology includefow sensitivity of filter parameters 
to external component values and simultaneous low.:.pass, 
high-pass, and band-pass outputs. Simple two-pole filters 
can be made with a UAF42 and two external resistors-see 
Figure 1. 

The DOS-compatible program guides you through the de
sign process and automatically calculates component values. 
Low-pass, high-pass, band-pass, and band-reject (or notch) 
filters can be designed , 

Active ftlters are desigped to approximate an ideal fil~r 
response. For example, an ideal low-pass filter co~letely 

13 8 

eliminates signals above the cutoff frequency (in the stop
, band), and perfectly passes signals below it (in the pass
: b~d). In real· filters, various trade-offs are made in an 
attempt to approximate the ideal. Some filter types are 
optimized for gain flatness in the pass-band, some trade-off 
, gain variation or ripple in the pass-band for a steeper rate of 
attenlpltion between the pass-band and stop-band (in .the 
transition-band), still others trade-off both flatness and rate 
of roll-off in favor of pulse-response fidelity. FILTER42 
supports the three most commonly used all-pole filter types: 
Butterworth, Chebyshev. and Bessel. The less familiar In
verse Chebyshev is 'also supported. If a two-pole band-pass 
or notch filter is selected, the program defaults to a resonant
circuit response. 

Butterworth (maximally flat magnitude) •. This filter has the 
flattest possible pass-band;ma~tude response. Attenuation 
is,..'..3dB at the des,ign cutoff freq~ncy. Attenuation beyon~ 
, the cutoff frequency is a moderately steep -20dB/decade/ 
pole. The p~lse respo~se of the Butte~orth filter has mod
, erate overshoot and ringing. 
Chebyshev (equal ripple magnitude). (Other transliterations 
. of the Russian o are Tscbebychev, Tschebyscheff or 
Tchevyshef0. This filter response has steeper initial rate of 
, attenuation beyond the cutoff .freQ.ue~cy than Butterwo~. 

7 

1000pF 

Rpz 
16.alcO 

· 14 

1000pF 

UAF42 

11 
NOTE: A UAF42 and two external rosl5tora make a unity-gain, two-pole, 1.25dB ripple 

Chebyshov law-pa88 liner. Wllh the rosl~torvaf~ea ahown, cutaff froquency Is 1 OkHz. -:-

FIGURE 1. Two-Pole Low-Pass Filter Using UAF42. 
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FIGURE 2A Response vs Frequency for Even-Order (4-
pole) 3dB Ripple Chebyshev Low-Pass Filter 
Showing Cutoff at OdB. 

This advantage comes at the penalty of amplitude variation 
(ripple) in the pass-band Unlike Butterworth and Bessel 
responses, which have 3dB attenuation at the cutoff fre
quency, Chebyshev cutoff frequency is defined as the fre
quency at which the response falls below the ripple band. 
For even-order filters, all ripple is above the de-normalized 
passband gain response, so cutoff is at OdB (see Figure 2A). 
For odd-order filters, all ripple is below the de-normalized 
passband gain response, so cutoff is at -(ripple) dB (see 
Figure 28). For a given number of poles, a steeper cutoff can 
be . achieved by allowing · more pass-band ripple. The 
Chebysbev has more ringing in its pulse response than the 
Butterworth-especially for high-ripple designs. 

Inverse Chebyshev (equal minima of attenuation in the stop 
band). As its name implies, this filter type is cousin to the· 

20 
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FIGURE 3. Response vs Frequency for 5-pole, -60dB 
Stop-Band, Inverse Chebyshev Low-Pass Falter 
Showing Cutoff at --60dB. 
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FIGURE 2B. Response vs Frequency for Odd-Order (S
pole} 3dB Ripple Chebyshev Low-Pass Falter 
Showing Cutoff at -3dB. 

Chebyshev. The difference is that the ripple of the Inverse 
Chebyshev filter is confined to the stop-band. This fiJter type 
has a steep rate of roll-off and a flat magnitude response in 
the pass-band. Cutoff of the Inverse Chebyshev is defined as 
the frequency where the response first enters the specified 
stop-band-see Figure 3. Step response . of the Inverse 
Chebyshev is similar to the Butterworth. 

Be~l (maximally flat time delay}, also called Thomson. 
Due to its linear phase response, this filter has excellent 
_pulse response (minimal overshoot m;td ringing). For a given 
number of poles, its magnitude response is not as flat, nor is 
its initial rate of attenuation beyond the -3dB cutoff fre
quency as steep as the Butterworth. It takes a higher-order 
Bessel filter to give a magnitude response similar to a given 
Butterworth filter, but the pulse response fidelity of the 
Bessel filter may make the added complexity worthwhile. 

Tuned Circuit (resonant or tuned-circuit response). If a 
two-pole band-pass or band-reject (notch) filter is selected. 
the program defaults to a tuned circuit response. When band
pass response is selected, the filter design approximates the 
response of a series-connected LC circuit as shown in Figure 
4A. When a two-pole band-reject (notch) response is se
lected, filter design approximates the response of a parallel
connected LC circuit as shown in Figure 4B. 

CIRCUIT IMPLEMENTATION 
In general, filters designed by this program are implemented 
with cascaded filter subcircuits. Subcircuits either have a 
two-pole (complex pole-pair} response or a single real-pole 
response. The program automatically selects the subcircuits 
required based on function and performance. A program 
option allows you to override the automatic topology selec
tion routine to ·specify either an inverting or noninverting 
pole-pair configuration. 
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The simplest filter circuit consists of a single pole-pair 
subcircuit as shown in Figure 5. More complex filters 
consist of two or more cascaded subcircuits as shown in 
Figure 6. Even-order filters are· implemented entirely with 
UAF42 pole-pair sections and normally require no external 
capacitors. Odd-order filters additionally require one real 
pole section which can be implemented with the fourth 
uncommitted op amp in the UAF42, an external resistor, and 
an external capacitor. The program can be used to design 
filters up to tenth order. 

The program guides you through the filter design and gen
erates component values and a block diagram describing the 
ftlter circuit The Filter Block Diagram program output 
shows the subcircuits needed to implement the filter design 
labeled by type and connected in the recommended order. 
The Filter Component Values program output shows the 
values of all external components needed to implement the 
filter. 

SUMMARY OF FILTER TYPES 
Butterworth 

Advantages: Maximally flat magnitude 
response in the pass-band. 
Good all-around performance. 
Pulse response better than 
Cbebyshev. 
Rate of attenuation better than 
Bessel. 

Disadvantages: Some overshoot and ringing in 
step response. 

Chebyshev 
Advantages: Better rate of attenuation 

beyond the pass-band than 
Butterworth. 

Disadvantages: Ripple in pass-band. 
Considerably more ringing in 
step response than Butterworth. 

Inverse Chebyshev 

Advantages: Flat magnitude response in 
pass-b~d with steep rate of 
attenuation in transition-band. 

Disadvantages: Ripple in stop-band. 

Bessel 

Advantages: 

Some overshoot and ringing in 
step response. 

Best step response-very little 
overshoot or ringing. 

Disadvantages: Slower initial rate of attenua-
tion beyond the pass-band than 
Butterworth. 

m•BAOWN• El~ I Burr-Brown ICApplications Handbook 

FIGURE 4A. n = 2 Band-Pass Filter Using UAF42 (ap
proximates the response of a series-connected 
tuned L, C, R circuit). 

FIGURE 4B. n = 2 Band-Reject (Notch) Filter Using 
UAF42 (approximates the response of a par
allel-connected .tuned L, C, R circuit). 

Subc!rcult 1 

~~~ 
IN~.O 

NOTES: 
(1) Subcln:ni1 will boa complex pole-pair (PP1 through PP6) 

IUbclrcuil specified on tho UAF42 Riot Componont V.woo and 
Fitror Block Diagram program outpllls. 

(2) HP 0111, BP 0111, LP 0111, or Aux 0111 wlll be &poclfiod on tho 
UAF42 Filtsr Block Diagram program output 

FIGURE 5. Simple Filter Made with Single Complex Pole
Pair SubcircuiL 

Subc!rcul11 Subc!rcult N 

··%-~--~•· 
NOTES: 
(1) Subclrcuil WIii be a real•polo high-pall (HP). real-pole low-pass 

{LP), or complex pole-pair (PP1 through PP6) 1ubc:in:uit spocllied 
on tho UAF42 Fiffar Componont V.woo and FHtor Block Diagram 
program outputs. 

(2) If tho subcln:ult la a polo-pair &edlon, HP Ou1, BP Ou1, LP Out, or 
Aux Out will be 1poclflod on the UAF42 Fi1tor Block Diagram 
program output. 

FIGURE 6. Multiple-Stage Filter Made with Two or More 
Subcircuits. 
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The program automatically places lower Q stages ahead of 
higher Q stages to prevent op amp output saturation due to 
gain peaking. Even so, peaking may limit input voltage to 
less than ±lOV <Vs::: ±15V). The maximum input voltage 
for each filter design is shown on the filter block diagrani 
If the UAF42 is to be operated on reduced supplies, the 
maximum input voltage must be derated commensurately. 
To use the filter with higher input voltages, you can add an 
input attenuator. 

The program designs the simplest filter that provides the 
desired AC transfer function with a pass-band gain of 
1.0VN. In some cases the program cannot make a unity
gain filter and the pass-band gain will be less than I:0VN. 
In any case, overall filter gain is shown on the filter block 
diagram. If you want a different gain, you can add an 
• additional stage for g~ or attenuation as required 

To build the filter, print-out the block diagram and compo
nent values. Consider one subcircuit at a time. Match the 
·subcircuit type referenced on the component print-out to its 
corresponding circuit diagram-see the Filter Subcircuits 
section of this bulletin. 

The UAF42 Filter Component Values print-out has places to 
display every possible external component needed for any 
subcircuiL Not all of these components will be required for 
any specific filter design. When. no value is shown for a 
component. omit the componenL For example, the detailed 
schematic diagrams for complex pole-pair subcircuits show 
external capacitors in parallel with the 1 OOOpF capacitors in 
the UAF42. No external capacitors are required for filters 
above approximately l0Hz. -

After the subcircuits have been implemented, connect them 
in series in the older shown on the filter block diagram. · 

FILTER SUBCIRCUITS 
Filter designs consist of cascaded complex pole-pair and 
real-pole subcircuits. Complex· pole pair subcircuits are 
based on the UAF42 state-variable filter topology. Six varia
tions of this circuit can be used, PPl through PP6. Real pole 
sections can be· implemented with the auxiliary op amp in 
the UAF42. High-pass (HP) and low-pass (LP) real-pole 
sections can be used. The subcircuits are referenced with a 
two or three letter abbreviation on the UAF42 Filter Compo
nent Values and Filter Block Diagram program outputs. 
Descriptions of each subcircuit follow: 

POLE-PAIR (PP)_ SUBCIRC_UITS 
In general, all complex pole-pair subcircuits use the UAF42 
in the state-variable configuration. The two filter parameters 
that· DUISt be set for the pole-pair are the filter Q and the 
natural frequency, fo-External resistors are used to set these 
parameters. Two resistors, ~ and R.pz, DUISt be used to set 
the pole-pair fo-A third external ·resistor,· I¼, is ·usually 
needed to set Q. 
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At low freq\lencies, the value required for the frequency
setting resistors can be excessive. Resistor values above 
about 5MQ can react· with parasitic capacitance causing 
poor filter performance; When fo is below lOHz. external 
capacitors· must be added to keep the value of ~ and RP2 
below SMQ • When fo is in the range of about l0Hz to 32Hz, 
·An external 5.49W resistor, R2A, is added in parallel with 
the internal resistor, R2, to reduce Rp1 and Rpz by-Jio and 
eliminate the need for external. capacitors. At the other 
extreme, when f0 is above lOkHz, .R2A, is added in parallel 
with :R2 to improve stability. 

External filter gain-set· resistors, Ro, are always required 
when using an inverting pole-pair configuration or when 
using a noninverting configuration with Q < 0.57. 

PPl (Noninverting pole-pair subcircuit using internal gain
set resistor, R3Hee Figure 7; In the automatic· topology 
selection mode, this configuration is used· for all band-pass 
filter responses. This configuration allows the combination 
of unity pass".band gain .and high ,Q (up ~ 400). Since no 
external gain-set· resistor is requited, external parts count is 
minimized. 

: PP2 (Noninverting pole-pair subcircuit using an external 
· gain-set resistor, Ro>-See Figure 8. This configuration is 
used when the pole-pair Q is, less '13an 0.57. 

PP3 (Inverting pole-pair subcircuit)-See Figure 9A. In the 
automatic topology selection mode, this configuration is 
used fi:;,~dJe all-pole low-pass alld high-pass filter responses. 
, This configuration requires an external gain-set resistor, Re;. 
With Ro ::: 501dl, low-pass and high-pass gain are unity. 

PP4 (Noninverting pole-pair/zero subcircuit}-See Figure 
· 10. In addition to a complex pole-pair, this configuration 
produces ajc.o-axis zero (response null) by summing the low
pass and high-pass outputs using the auxiliary op amp, A,,, 
in the UAF42. In the automatic topology selection mode, 
this configuration is used for all band-reject (notch) filter 
responses and Inverse Chebyshev filter types when 
:Q > 0.57. This subcircuit option keeps external parts count 
low by using the internal gain-set resistor,~-

. PPS (Noninverting pole-pairhero subcircuit)-See Figure 
11. In addition to a complex pole-pair, this configuration 
produces ajc.o-axis zero (response null) by summing the low
pass and high-pass ~utpllf:S using the auxiliary op amp, A,,, 
in the UAF42. In the ·automatic topology selection mode, 
this configuration ~ used for all band-reject (notch) filter 
responses arid Inverse Chebyshev filter types when 
Q < 0.57. This subcircuit option requires an external gain-set 
·resistor, Re;. · ' 

· PP6 (Inverting pole-pair/zero subcircuit)-See Figure 12. In 
addition to a complex pole-pair, this configuration produces 
a jc.o-axis zero (response null) by summing the low-pass and 
high-pass outputs using the auxiliary op amp, A,,, in the 
·uAF42. This subcircuit is only used when you override the 
automatic topology selection_ algorithm and specify the in
·verting pole-pair topology. Theil i't is used for all band-reject 
_(notch) filter responses and ~verse Cbebysbev filter types_-
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FIGURE 7. PPl Noninverting Pole-Pair Subcircuit Using Internal Gain-Set Resistor R3• 
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FIGURE 8. PP2 Noninverting Pole-Pair Su~ircuit Using Exte~ Gain-Set Resistor Re,. 
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~ 
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1000pF 

NOTE: If Ro .. 60k0 when using the PP3 subclrcult, YoU can 
eflmlnato tho extomal a-setting roalstor by connecting ~ as shown 
In F"iguro 98. 

FIGURE 9A. PP3 Inverting Pole-Pair SubcircuiL 

HPOut BP Out 

Ro ~ F\:1 CIA Rn 
VIH 

12 13 8 7 

R1 

60k0 

~ 
C1 60kn 

1000pF 

-:-

c2A 

14 

1000pF 

11 

c2A 

14 

Cz 

1000pF 

11 

-:-

LPOut 

UAF42 

LP Out 

UAF42 

FIGURE 9B. Inverting Pole-Pair Subcircuit Using R3 to Eliminate External Q-Setting Resistor Ra-
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FIGURE 10. PP4 Noninverting Pole-PairfZero Subcircuit Using Internal Gain-Set Resistor R3• 
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FIGURE 11. PPS Noninverting Pole-PairfZero Subcirc~t Using External Gain-Set Resistor Ro. 
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FIGURE 12. PP6 Inverting Pole-PairJZ.ero SubcircuiL 

This subciicuit option requires an external gain-set resistor. 
Re;. 
LP (Real-pole low-pass subcircuit). The basic low-pass 
subcircuit (LP) is shown in Figure 13A. A single pole is 
formed by Rp and Cp. A2 buffers the output to prevent 
loading from subsequent stages. If high input impedance is 
needed, an optional buffer. A1• can be added to the inpuL 

: For an LP subcircuit with gain. use the optional circuit 
shown in Figure 13B. 

For an LP subcircuit with inverting gain or.attenuation. use 
the optional circuit shown in Figure 13C. 

HP (Real-pole high-pass subcircuit). The basic high-pass 
subcircuit (HP) is shown in Figure 14A. A single pole is 
formed by Rp and Cp. A2 buffers the output to prevent 
loading from subsequent stages. If high input impedance is 
needed, an optional buffer. A1• can be added to the inpuL 

For an HP subcircuit with gain. use the optional circuit 
shown in Figure 14B. 

For an HP subcircuit with inverting gain or attenuation. use 
the optional circuit shown in Figure 14C. 

IF THE AUXILIARY OP AMP 
IN A UAF42 IS NOT USED 

LP Out 

14 1 Rz1 5 
Rz:, 

~OOOpF 

>-+-
6
---o AID. Out 

UAF42 

11 4 

. . ELIMINATING THE LP SUBCIRCUIT 
IN ODD-ORDER INVERSE CHEBYSHEV 
LOW-PASS FILTERS 
Odd-order Inverse Chebyshev low-pass filters can be simpli
fied by eliminating the LP input section and forming the real 
pole in the first pole-pair/zero subcircuiL To form the real 
pole in the pole-pair/zero subcircuit.place,a capacitor. Ci, in 
parallel with the summing amplifier f~dback resistor. RZ3. 
Thi real pole must be at the same frequency as in the LP 
subcircuiL One way to achieve this is to set C1 = Cp and RZ3 
= Rp, where Cp and Rp are the values that were specified for 
the LP section. Then. to keep the summing amplifier gains 
the· same. nmltiply Rz1 and RZ2 by Rp/RZ3. 

Figures 16A and 16B show an example of the modification 
of a 3-pole circuiL It is a 347Hz-cutoff inverse Chebyshev 
low-pass' filter. This example is from an application which 
required· a low-pass filter with a notch for 400Hz system 
power-supply noise. Setting the cutoff at 34-7Hz produced 
the 400Hz notch. The standard filter (Figure 16A) consists 
of twosubcircuits. an LP section followed by a PP4 section. 

In the simplified configuration (Figure 16B). the summing 
amplifier feedback resistor. RZ3 is changed from 10W to 
130W ·and-paralleled with a O:OlµF capa~itor. Notice that 
thtse are 'the same vahies used for Rp and Cp in the LP 
section of Figure 16A. To set correct the summing amplifier 

If the auxiliary op amp in a UAF42 is not used. connect it as gain. resistors. Rz1 and RZ2 are multiplied by Rp/RZ3 (130k.Q/ 
a grounded unity-gain follower as shown in Figure 15. This 10W). Rz1 and RZ2 must be greater than 2k'2 to prevent op 
will keep its inputs and output in the· linear region of .. · amp'outputoverloading. If necessary. increase Rz1• Ru. and 
operation to prevent biasing anomalies which may ~ect the . I RZ3 by decr~asing Cp. . ' .. 
other op amps in the UAF42. 
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Vo 

FIGURE 13. Low-Pass (LP) Subcircuit: (a) Basic; (b) with 
Noninverting Gain; (c) with Inverting Gain. 
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FIGURE 14. High-Pass (HP) Subcircuit: (a) Basic; (b) with 
Noninverting Gain; (c) with Inverting Gain. 

Fragmont 

4 
-:-

FIGURE 15. Connect Unused Auxiliary Op Amps as 
Grounded-Input Unity-Gain Followers. 
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1.47Mn 

R,:, 

13 1.37Mn 8 7 
1.37MQ 124k0 

14 5 

C1, 1000pF 

11 4 

NOTE: To oatabllah a roal polo at the propor froquency and sot tho propor summing amplifiot gain, 
tho following changoa wore mado to the polo-pair subcln:uft: 

Rz, changed to Rp. 

Cp added In parallel wlh Rz,. 

Rzt and Ru multiplied by Rp/Rz,. 

Cp,0.01f1F 

Rp, 130k0 

UAF42 

FIGURE 16B. Simplified Three-Pole 347Hz Inverse Chebyshev Low-Pass Ftlter (created by moving real pole to feedback of At and eliminating LP input section). 
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Q ENHANCEMENT 
When the fo • Q product required for a· pole-pair section is 
above =lOOkHz at frequencies above =3kHz. op amp gain
bandwidth limitations can cause Q errors and gain peaking. To 
mitigate this effect. the program automatically compensates 
for the expected error by decreasing the design-Q according to 
a Q-compensation algoritbm<O. When this occurs, the value 
under the Q heading on the UAF42 Filter Componelll Values 
print-out will be marlced with an asterisk indicating that it is the 
theoretical Q, not the actual design Q. The actual design Q will 
be shown under an added heading labeled QcoMP· 

USING THE FllterPro™ PROGRAM 
With each data entry, the program automatically calculates 
filter performance. This allows you to use a ''what if' 
spreadsheet-type design approach. For example; you can 
quickly determine, by trial and error, how many poles are 
needed for a desired roll-off. 

GEmNG STARTED 
The first time you use the program, you may want to follow 
these suggested steps. 

Type l'ILTBR42 <BHTBR> to start the program. 

Use the arrow keys to move the cursor to the Filter 
Response section. 

1) SELECT FILTER RESPONSE 
Press <BNTBR> to toggle through four response choices: 

Low-pass 
High-pass 
Band-pass 
Notch (band-reject) 

When the desired response appears, move the cursor to the 
FIiter Type section. 

2) SELECT FIL TEA TYPE 

Move the cursor to the desired filter type and press 
<BNTBR>. The selected filter type is highlighted and marked 
with an asterisk. There are four filter-type choices: 

Butterworth 
Chebysbev 

Bessel 
Inverse Chebyshev 

If you choose Chebyshev, you must also enter ripple (i.e. 
pass-band ripple-see Chebyshev filter description). 

If you choose Inverse Chebyshev, you must also enter AMIN 
(i.e. min attenuation or max gain in stop-band-see Inverse 
Chebyshev filter description). 

3) ENTER FILTER ORDER 
Move the cursor to the Filter Order line in the Parameters 
section. Enter falter order n (from 2 to 10). 

(1) L.P. Huelsman and P. E. Allen, Theory and Design of Active 
Fillers, p. 241. · 
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4A) ENTER FILTER FREQUENCY 
Move the cursor to the Filter Frequency line in the Param
eters section. 

Low-pass/high-pass filter: enter the f_3dB or cutoff frequency. 

Band-pass filter: enter the center frequency, f<Bl'TF.R. 

Band-reject (notch) filter: enter the notch frequency, fNorrn• 

If your filter is low-pass or high-pass, go to step 5. 

48) ENTER FILTER BANDWIDTH 
If the filter is a band-pass or band-reject (notch), move the 
cursor to the bandwidth line and enter bandwidth. 

If you press <BN'l'BR> with no entry on the bandwidth line, 
you can enter t and fH instead of bandwidth. fL and f H are 
the f_3dB points with regard to the center frequency for 
Butterworth and Bessel filters. They are the end of the 
ripple-band for Chebyshev types. This method of entry may 
force a change in center frequency or notch frequency. 

5) PRINT-OUT COMPONENT VALUES 
Press function key <i'4> to print-out Filter Component 
V slues and a Filter Block Diagram. Follow the instructions 
in the filter implementation section of this bulletin to as
semble a working filter. 

USING THE PLOT FEATURE 
A Plot feature allows you to view graphical results of filter 
gain and phase vs frequency. This feature is useful for 
comparing filter types. 

To view a plot of the current filter design, press <i'2>. 

GRAPHIC DISPLAY COMMANDS 
While viewing the graphic display, several commands can 
be used to compare filter responses: 

<Pl> or S--Saves the plot of the ~t design for future 
recall. 

<i'2>:or R-Recalls the Saved plot and plots it along with 
the current design. 

<i'3> or Z-Plots a Zero dB reference line. 

GRAPHIC DISPLAY CURSOR CONTROL 
While viewing the graphics display you can also use the 
arrow keys to move a cursor ·and view gain and phase for 
plotted filter responses. 

RESISTOR VALUES 
With each data entry, the program automatically calculates 
resistor values. If external capacitors are needed, the pro
gram selects standard capacitor values and calculates exact 
resistor values for the filter you have selected. The 1 % 
Resistors option in the Display menu can be used to calcu
late the closest standard 1 % resistor values instead of exact 
resistor values. To use this feature, move the cursor to the 

· resistors line in the Filter Response section and press 
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Or, Call CustomerService at 1·800·548~6132 (USA Only) 
OP AMP SELECTION GUIDE (In O~<:f~r of Increasing Sl~w Rate)_ _ 
T" a 2~, V1 .. ±15V, specifications typ, un18:f~ ot~IWiso. nolod, ~In/max spoc:lflcat/c,ns are for hlgh-g,:ado model. 

BW FPRC1> SR Vos Vor/rfr NOISE 
OPAMP typ typ typ max max at10kHz Cea,~ 
MODEL (MHz) "(kHz) (V/µa) • (JlVf - (µVFC) (nVNHi) (pf) 

OPA177 0.6 3 0.2 10 ±0.1 8 1 

OPA27 8 30 1.9 25 ±0.6 2.7 1 

OPA2107 dual (2) 4.5 280 18 500 ±5 8 4 

OPA602(2) 6 500 35 l-250 ±2 12 3 

OPA404 quad 12) 6 , 500 ~5 1~ ±3typ 12 3 

OPA627(2) .. 16 875 65 - --100· .. ±0.8 4.5 7 

UAF42 aux amp (2) 4 160 10 5000 ±3typ 10 4 

NOTES: (1) FPR ta run power response a1 20Vp-p aa ·c:a1cu1a1oc1 from slow rate. (2) These op amps have FET Inputs. {3) Common-mode Input capacltanco. 
I:'• 

<BNTBR>. The program will toggle between exact resis-
tors and standard 1 % res~ors. .

1 
•. 

u! 

CAl>ACITOR _SELE~:r-10N __ 
Even~rder filters al>Qye 10& ·normai(y wm not ~ 
external capacitors~ Odd order _tilters, requjre one. ex,ter#al 
CtW~tor to set ._the teal pole in the ,LP• or HP se<:tioo. 
Capacitor selection is very ilpportant (or a ~gb-performance 
filter. Capacitor behavior can vary si~tly from ideal, 
irttroducing series resistance and ind~¢fance wliich limit Q. 
Also, oontipeatjty, of capacitance ~ voliage ~·distor
tion. The lOOOpF capacitors in the UAF42.are high perfor-
mance)ypes laser ~ ~ <>.S%. ,- · · 
If exterilal ~tors·m~ the recommen:cJed ~
·.tof. types· are: NPO ceramic, silver~. me~d polycar-
1_bonate; and, for tenipehttures up to:$5°C, polypmpyl.ene or 
,polystyrene. Ctu:i)!IIOn ce~c ~tors with high dielec
tric constants, such as/'higb~K." types",should ~- av~id(:d-
they can causcf mors in filter circuits. ' . . . - -

OP AMP SELECTIQ_N 
Normally you can use the uncommitted fourth op amp in the 
UAF42 to i.mpJement any nec;essary LJ>,HP, or gain stages. 
, If you must use additional op amps, it is,iJJ!portapt tqc~J)Ose 
ail op amp·'tbat can _provide the ~ DC ~ion, 
noise, distortion, _and speed · · -- '·.· ' · 

OP AMP SLEW RATE 
. . .• ' 

The slew rate of the .,op aµ'lp. ~ust be: ~ater ~ 
ff • Vopp -,e B~WID1H; for adequate· full-powei response. 
For ~le, operating at lOOkHz with 20Vp-p ouiput 
~ an op amp slew rateofat ~6.3V/µs. B~-~mwn 
offers an excellent selectioQ of: op ·amps which can be used 
for high performance active 'titter sections. The guide' above 
, lists ~me good choices. · · · · 

OP AMP BANDWIDTH 
As a rule of thumb, in low-pass .and band-pass app~ons, 
op amp bandwidth should be at least 50 ,. GAIN • th. where 

ne·m· ae£ Burr-Brown IC Applications Handbook 

GAIN = nJise. gain of' the' op. -~ configuration and 
fo = filter f_3dB or ~ frequency. I 

In high-pass and band-reject (notch) applications, the re
::4~d. op~ ~a¢~idth de~ o_n _th~ upper frequency of 
·•in~L As with most_ active fit~ ·high-pass filters de
. sigrie4 with·, •. UAF42 tum.·into b,and-pass filters with an 
--upper tQll~f{determined by· the op amp bandwidth~ Error 
due to OP,.·~-.ioll-qff·can;be calculated as follows: 

·_ <._%r=)~r(r~· ✓ (l_;~.~G~~~(VGBW)Z) )_ 
: . . ' . ' 

or· 
.:·_''.:'I.'.-. · ✓200~%•4'i°•UGBW 
_. ,.f=i. . . ' 
. _. i: ..,, - ,.· NGAIN • (%·-100) ;_ 1 

Where:,.... . , .. _ .. 
%, ~ f~.~n,t gain_ em>~ f =·Frequ~cy oC:ipterest (Hz) 

"NG~_-.= No~-gain of.op amp (VN) ·· 
··I.·:· : ;=:GAIN of ~~verting ~guratio!l . 
-.; '\ = ~f+)GAil'fl of•in~ cpntiguratioP,· · . 

UGBW = Ui;wy,-gain-biµidwidtb of"the op amp.(Hz):-_ 
GAIN ACCURACY {'rt) - f (NGAIN)/(UGBW) 

' . -29.29 
-10.00· - · 
-1.00 

. .;. ;:::!~}:":-' 

1.000 
0.484 

_ 0.142 
0.045 

'· ~-:,:;· · :··,·0.014_._ 

EXAMP.LES OF.MEASURED 
~AF42 FIi, TER' FQ:~PON.SE_ -
Fig&res, '17 ~)8 · stiQw actual-~ magnitu# re
:spcmse plots forS~-order SkHz ~titterwortb. 3dB Olebysbev, 
'-6Q48 Toveid Olebyshev·and 'Sessel',low-pass ,filters de
-signed wi_th the•program an4 iQIPleme,;i~ with UAF42s. As 
_can be ~n, the initjal roll-off of the Cbebyshev filter is the 
fas~t and the mll.:off of the· Bessel filter is the sfowesL 
. Howeyer; 'eacll of the. Sth-ordet all-pole~ fil~. ultimately 
, rolls off at· -N • 20dB/decade, · whete .N is the filter order 
(~iOOcD;t/decade for a:S-pole .ftltet). <· ·· · ·· _··_ 

The ~cillo~ photographs (Figures 19-22) sho~tbe ~ 
~~ fof each filter;~ -e~ted; ~~-Chebyshev filter 
has the most ringing, while the Bessel has the least. 
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FIGURE 17. Gain vs Frequency for Fifth-Order 5kHz (a) 
Butterworth, (b) 3dB Chebyshev, (c) ~OclB 
Inverse Chebyshev, and (d) Bessel Unity
Gain Low-Pass Filters, Showing Overall Fil
ter Response. 

FIGURE 19. Step Response of Fifth-Order 5kHz 
Butterworth Low-Pass Filter. 

FIGURE 20. Step Response of Fifth-Order 5kHz, 3dB 
Ripple Chebyshev Low-Pass Filter. 
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FIGURE 18. Gain vs Frequency for Fifth-Order 5kHz (a) 
Butterworth, (b) 3dB Chebyshev, (c) ~OclB 
Inverse Chebyshev, and (d) Bessel Unity
Gain Low-Pass Filters, Showing Transition
Band Detail. 

FIGURE 21. Step Response of Fifth-Order SkHz, -60clB 
Inverse Chebyshev Low-Pass Filter. 
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FIGURE 22. Step Response of Fifth-Order SkHz Bessel 

Low-Pass Filter. 
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DESIGN A 60Hz NOTCH FILTER WITH THE UAF42 
by Johnnie Molina, (602) 746-7592 

DESIGN A 60Hz NOTCH FILTER WITH THE UAF42 
The UAF42 is a monolithic, time-continuous, 2nd-order 
active filter building block for complex and simple filter 
designs. It uses the classical state-variable analog architec-

' ture with a summing amplifier plus two integrators. This 
topology offers low sensitivity of filter design parameters f0 

(natural frequency) and Q to external component variations 
along with simultaneous high-pass, low-pass and band-pass 
outputs. An auxiliary high performance operational ampli
fier is also provided which can be used for buffering, gain, 
real pole circuits, or for summing the high-pass and low-pass 
outputs to create a band reject (notch) filter (see Figure I). 

A notch filter is easily realized with the UAF42 and six 
external resistors. Figure 2 shows the UAF42 configured 
into a 60Hz notch filter. The auxiliary operational amplifier 
is used to sum both the high-pass and low-pass outputs. At 
f = fNarcH• both of these outputs times their respective gain 
at the summing circuit are equal in magnitude but 180° out 
of phase. Hence, the output goes to zero. Figure 3 shows the 
response plot for the circuit shown in Figure 2 where 
f0 = 60Hz and Q = 6. 

The notch frequency for the notch filter is set by the 
following calculations: 

f NOTCH= ✓(ALP I AHP • Rz2 / Rz1) • f o 

where, 

ALP = gain from input to low-pass out at f = 0Hz. 

Au, = gain from input to high-pass out of f >> f0 • 

Typically, A~AHP • R.z/Rz1 is equal to one. This simplifies 
f Nan:H to be, 

fNarcH = fo 

f0 is given by, f0 = 
1 

Rp•C•21t 

where, Rp = Rp1 = RF2 and C = C1 = C2 

Note that the notch frequency can be modified by simply 
changing the Rp resistors and/or adding external capacitors. 
NPO ceramic, mica or a good film capacitor with low 
dissipation factor characteristics is recommended. 

The-3dB bandwidth, as shown in Figure 3, can be set by the 
following calculations. 

BW_3c!B = fNarci/Q 

where, BW_3o.1e = f" - fL 

The filter Q can be determined by setting~ to a value given 
by, 

Ro= 25k.Q 
Q-1 

High-pass. Band-pass Low-pass 
Out Out Ou1 

13 B 7 14 5 6 

R, 
SOkn 

Rz ~ ~ 

'"• 
SOkn 1000pF 1000pF 

12 

~ R4 

ln3 
SOkO SOkn 

3 

1"2 UAF42 
2 

11 4 

FIGURE 1. UAF42 Universal Active Filter with High-pass, Band-pass and Low-pass Outputs. 
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!-figh-pasa .-

At:1 
2.65MO 

Bandi)llst 
Out 13 8 Out 7 5 

A, I\ 
50k0 50kO 

VIN 
2 

3 

Ra 
4.99k0 

9 10 

-=-
v- V+ 

FIGURE 2. UAF42 Configured as a 60Hz Notch Filter. 

The pass-band gain of the notch filter is influenced by the 
filter Q and should be adjusted for unity by setting the 
summing circuit feedback and input resistor ratios such that. 

Note that both filter parameters f0 and Q can be indepen
dently set with the proper selection of external components 
~.~and~. 
A UAF42 filter design program, FILTER42, along with 
application bulletin AB-035 is available at no cost which 
greatly simplifies the design process. A spreadsheet-style . 
"what ir' approach can be used to design a variety of filter 
approximations (Butterworth. Inverse Chebyschev, etc). 
Response plots, component values and circuit topology 
information is all provided. ' 1 

· 

UAF42 

11 4 

-=-

20 
I I I I I 

:-3d8 Bandwldlh: 
-0 

~a/ 

~ (1 
I 
I 

I 
I 

-40 
' I 

fl 

' 
fNOTCH: fH 

I/ :; 
50 60 

Froquoncy (Hz) 

FIGURE 3. 60Hz Notch Filter Response. 
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THE ACF2101 USED AS A 
BIPOLAR SWITCHED INTEGRATOR.' 

By Bonnie B':"fer , 

The ACF2101 is a dual, switched integrator that is typically 
used to convert a positive input .current to a negative output 
voltage-by integration, using an integration capacitor (Cun,), 
either on the chip or a external capacitor provided by the user. 
Typical applications fa, the ACF2101 ~ photo diode integra• 
tors (as shown in Figure 1), current measurements, ch~ge 
measurements, and a CT scanner front end. In Figure l, In of 
the ACF2101 integrates a positive input current to a O to-IOV 
output signal. Toe transfer function of the integrator is: 

l It V our = - -- IIN dt + constant 
CINT 0 

where c,m = integration' capacitor 
IIN = positive input current 
constant = initial voltage at output 

Assuming that the initial voltage at the output of the integra
tor is OV, the transfer function becomes: 

1 I t Your= - CINT O 1m dt 

The ACF2101 is specified for a maximum input current of 
1 OOµA. The input current magnitude is limited by the slew 
rate of the operational amplifier and by the resis~ce of the 

Co,r(I) CINT a CF+ Co,r 

I ••---------~ ~---•---------•••1 
I -----------, I 

: C4p C, 1fl ACF2101 : 

------------+--• 
IOOpF 

Out 

NOTE; (1) <;,Pris an optional capadtor U$ed lor 111 > IOOIIA 

FIGURE 1. A Typical Application for the ACF2101 Switched 
· Integrator. 

hold switch. The slew rate is specified at 1 V/µs minilllllm. 
If the user · has an input device that supplies a 'higher 
muimum positive current; ·an external capacitor can be 
added to comply with the slew rate specification of the 
operational amplifier ana the input signal can be connected 
to the "In" pin, bypassing the hold switch. 

The hold and reset switches are used to control the ACF2101. 
. Three basic modes of operation are controlled by these 

switches. In the integrate mode, the output voltage integrates 
from O to -lOV. In the hold mode, the output voltage is held 
at the present level. In the reset mode, the output returns to 
zero so the integration cycle can start again. The switching 
diagram for these modes are shown in Figure 2. The output 
of the ACF2101 is selectable by use of the select switches, 
"'.hich can be used to multiplex the outputs when multiple 
integrators are connected to a common bus. The internal 
capacitor (<;,) can be used alone or in parallel with an 
external capacitor (C

0
Pr). In addition, the external capacitor 

can be used without the internal capacitor if needed. 

0 Hold : ____ l~~-----J_~~~~!T 
I I 
I. I 
I I 
I I 

: I 
I 
I 

: 
I 
I 

Hold 

-10 .....___,_, _____ --'t'---+--+--;-----' 

Otl 

Hold 

On 

Otl 1------------,; 
Reset 

°"L-----------==------' 
Modes ol Oporalion 

SWITCH 
I MODE OF OPERATION 

ln1ognte Hold ROHt 

Hold Switch I ON I OFF I ON/OFF 
Reset SWitch OFF OFF ON 
ON: Switch shorted; Logic V Input OFF: Swileh open: Logic •1• Input 

FIGURE 2. Modes of Operation for the ACF2101. 
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A second application for the ACF2101 is shown in Figure 3. 
Here the input current is. bipolar such as found in radar or 
accelerometer applications. The hold and reset switches are 
designed to withstand -lOV to +O.SV. A bipolar input 
signal will cause the protection circuitry of the reset and hold 
switch to conduct if the input or output exceeds +O.SV. A 
positive de offset current (10.J is injected into the input of 
the integrator to balance the effects of the bipolar signal. The 
magnitude of the off set current (10 .J must be equal to or 
greater than the magnitude of the negative portion of the 
bipolar input current., 

As • an example. if the full scale input current of the input 
device is ±2SµA, an offset current of +25µA is required to 
insure the output will integrate negative. C0 PT is SOpf to take 
advantage of slew rate minimum of the ACF2101. With a 
lOµs integration time, the output of the ACF2101 will 
always be between OV and-lOV. A zero input current will 

·• 15V 

loo: t 
.~~--• 'IN 

I -I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

! ~ : _______ ., 
~ 

Hold 

IIN 
(pA) 

25 
12.5 
0 

-12.5 
-25 

produce a -,SV output at the end of conversion. Output 
voltage vs bipolar input current is tabulated in Figure 3. C

1 
clamps the input of the hold switch to less than +O.SV. As 
another example, the input current could be ±lµA. ~ would 
be changed to lOM!l and C0 PT is no longer needed. With an 
integration time of lms. the output of the ACF2101 will 
always be between OV and -lOV. 

In low current applications, errors are dominated by noise 
and offset error in the REF102. the input bias current of the 
operational amplifier in the ACF2101. and the tolerance 
error of c;. 
The ACF2101 dual integrator was intended to operate in a 
unipolar mode and features low noise of lOµVrms. low 
lOOfA bias current and a wide 120dB dynamic range. With 
the addition of a REF102 and a resistor, the device can also 
be operated in a bipolar mode. 

COPT 
50pF 

di Vo.rr 
(µo) (V) 

10 -10 
10 -7.SV 
10 -6 
10 ...!l..SV 
10 0 

Solod 

0ut 

FIGURE 3. Using the ACF2101 with a Current Offset on the Input to Allow Bipolar Operation. 

Tho Information provided hwein la bellevod to be rellablo; howavor, BURR•BROWN assumaa no rasponaiblllty for lnaccuracloo or omlnlono. BURR-BROWN 
assumes no responllibillty for the uao of thla Information, and an uao of such Information llhall bo ontlrely at the user'o own risk. Prices and speciflcatlono are 
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COMPARISON OF NOISE PERFORMANCE BETWEEN A 
FET TRANSIMPEDANCE AMPLIFIER AND A 

SWITCHED INTEGRATOR 
By Bonnie C. Baker 

Low-input current FET operational amplifiers are univer
sally used to monitor photodetector. or more commonly 
photodiode currents. These photodetectors bridge the gap 
between a physical event. light, and electropics. There are a 
variety of amplifier configurations to select from and the 
choice is based on noise. bandwidth, offset. and linearity. 
The most popular design approach is shqwn in Figure 1. A 
considerable amount has been written on the performance of 
this traditional transimpedance amplifier. This topology has 
dominated applications _such as CT scanners. star-tracking 
instruments. electron microscopes. etc., where a light-to
voltage conversion is required. 

To prevent gain peaking 

+16V 

Circuit must bo Woll &hleldoct. 

NOTE: (1) A.. and ~ UIOd to roduco DC and AC errora caused by Input 
bias currenls, however, A.. also lncroaaea noise al the output by a factor 
of -l4KTRB llmoa lhe nolso gain d the circuit. , 

FIGURE 1. Most Popular Design Approach to Gain Precise 
Low Level Currents from a Photodetector. 

Until now. the only feasible solution to the high precision, 
current-to-voltage design problem has been an op amp 
network with a resistor in the feedback loop. Variations such 
as using resistor T-networks or an instrumentation amplifier, 
as shown in Figure 2, still use the fundamental concept of a 
resistive feedback loop to perform the IN conversion func
tion. In these circuits, the fundamental transfer function is: 

(a) 

~ 
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FIGURE 2 (a) Using a T-Network to Design the Feedback 
Res.astor for a Transimpedance CircuiL 
(b) An Instrumentation Amplifier Topology Can 
Be Used to Convert Low-Level Photodiode Cur-. 
rents to a Voltage OutpuL 
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vour ~ ~ • 1ni, 
where V our :::-Output voltage ... 

-~ = Equivalent resistive· feedback element 

IIN = Current generated by the photodetector 

An alternative design · meth~ .a .S'ivitched integrafur, 1s' 
shown in Figure 3. W~th tbis ~pology, the ,cap~<;itqr in the 
feedback loop of the amplifier dominates llie ttaosfer func
tion. The switches perform the functions of removing the 
excitation signal from the input of ~ amplifier cs;) and 
resetting the output of the amplifier to ground (S1). The 
fundamental transfer function of this circuit is: · 

where V our = Output voltage 
C1 = Capacitive ·feedback element 

IIN = Cwreot generated by the photodetector 
The discrete design of the switched integrator is impractical 
for low noise, precision applications because of the switch
ing noise of S1 and-S2; The switching noise is caused by the 
injection of charge across the parasitic gate-to-source, gate
to-drain, and source-to-drain capacitances of the FET 
switches. The ACF2101 (block diagram shown in Figure 3)' 
implements the switched integrator design on a monolithic 
chip and uses a charge injection cancellation design for S1 
and S

2 
(see Figure 4) to reduce the switch contribution to DC 

offset and noise. 

IIN 

t 

L.....----+----------c,.--;,· 0----0 

NOTE: S,: Hold SW!tch -Whon closed connects photodlodG to tho Input of 
tho ACF2101 op amp. S,: Reset Switch - Whan closed discharges C1, 

oulput goos to ground. S1: Solec.1 Switch - Used to multiplex soveral 
ACF2101 'o outputs. 

FIGURE 3. Bloc~ Diagram of 1/2 of the Dual ACF2101 
Switched Integrator. 

As illustrated in Figure 4, whenjhe LOGIC node changes, 
from low to high the voltage ·chan.ge (V1) across the capaci-• 
tors, C and CB, pull charge out of the SIGNAL IN node and 
SIGNAL OUT. node. The inverted LOGIC signal at V 1 
pushes an equal amount of charge through Cc and c;, back 
into the SIGNAL IN node and SIGNAL OUT node. If 
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V1 

C8 and Co fom, a voltage divider. OU!pUt chargo la due 
to dlfferoncea In C8 and Co. Slmllar divider action on 
Input pin. 

V / 
1 :.J 

_y2=-'i· 
\'------

ChargoOut c,. v 
FIGURE 4~ Topology Used for the Switches in the ACF2101 

· Switched Integrator to Reduce Cbatge Injection 
•. · Errors. 

parasiti~ capacitors C,., Ca, C~ and C., are carefully matched, 
the total charge injection caused by switchuig at the SIG
NAL IN node and the SIGNAL OUT node is zero. 

The comparison of the noise performance of the traditional 
resistor feedback 'transimpedance amplifier and the switched 
integrator starts with the analysis of the input sensor, the 
photodetector. 

PHOTO DETECTOR CHARACTERISTICS 

rhotodiodes generate low level currents that are propor
tional to the level of illumination. An equivalent circuit for 
the photodiode is shown ·iii Figure S. -The value of the 
junction capacitor, C1, can· have a wide range of values 
dependent of the diode junction area and bias voltage. A 
value of SOpF at zero bias is typical for small area diodes. 
The value of the shunt resistor,~. is usuallyrin the order of 
lOSO at room temperature and decreases by a factor of two 
every 1 OOC rise in temperature. The range of the shuot
resistor,~. can be as high as 10000 and low as lOkn at 
room temperature. There is no direct correlation between the 
values of c; · and ~- C1 can usually be found in the product 
data sheet of the photodiode. The .value of ~ is not always 
published by the manufacturer, however~ its effect on noise 

Incident 
Light 

Ideal 
DlodG 

FIGURES.Equivalent Circuit for a Photodiode. 
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in both . the traditional transimpedance . amplifier and the 
switched integrator occur at lower frequencies. The overall 
noise contribution in the lower frequencies is usually very 
small compared to the contribution at higher frequencies, 
therefore, knowing the exact value of R, is not ~tical. 

NOISE ANALYSIS OF TRADfflONAL 
TRANSIMPEDANCE AMPLIFIER 

For the noise comparison between the transimpedance am
plifier and the switched integrator ref er to Figure 6 for a, 
more complete circuit diagram· The optimum amplifier1 
would have infinite bandwidth, zero voltage noise, zero. 
input bias cwrent, and zero' offset voltage. The optimum' 
amplifier does riot exist; however, several op amps come 
close to meetirig ()DC or a few of these general requirements. 
Table I summarizes key specificatiom of the FEr amplifiers 
OPA111,0PA124,0PA128,0PA404,0PA2111,0PA2107 
and OPA627, which are usually used in' transimpedance 
applications. . 

Equlvalen1 Circuit tor pho(ocllodo ;.:." ...;...--~ I-'------. 
\- ' 

I ------------ ___!!N -~ 
I 
I I 
I I 
I I 
I I 

: Ri c,-: · 
I I 
I I 
I I 
I I ,,· ·• 
I I 
I I 
I I 

I ' ·- - - - - - - - - - - _ - I l 
NOTE: In+ shcrtod In 1hfi conllgurallon. 

FIGURE 6.Complete Circuit Diagram Used for the Evalua
tion of the Noise and Bandwidth Performance of 
the Classical Transimpedance Amplifier and the 
Switched Integrator. 

· NOISE at , INPUT INPVTBIAS 
10kHZ BANDWID:TH CAPACITANCE CURRENT 

PRODUCT (nVh'Ri) (MHz, typ) (pF, typ) (pA, max) 
OPA1118M 8 2 4 1 
OPA124BP 8 1.8 i ·4 1' 
OPA827BP 8 18 15 5, 
OPA404G 12111 8.4 4 4 
OPA1288M 15"1 1 

.. 
3 0.15 

OPA2111BM 8 2' 4 4 
OPA2107BM 81'' 4.5 6 5 

NOTE: (1) Danotea typical valueo. , 

TABLE I. Low Noise FET Input'OpAmps Typically Used 
In Transimpedance Amplifier Applications. In 
transimpedance applications, the. input capaci
tance of. the amplifier equals input common
mode capacitance plus input differential capaci
tance. 
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The first step in designing the transimpedance amplifier is 
selecting the feedback resistor, ~- By knowing the maxi
mum expected 1m, ~- is selected to optimize the signal-to
noise ratio with the formula: 

~ _V OUT(mu) . 

,. ' - ~~. 
where Vourcmu> = maxunum output voltage 

of the op amp 
~mu) = maximum, current from the 

· photodiode based on maximum 
expected light intensity 

TYP.ical values for ~ would be between 1 OkO ~d 1 OOM'2. 
It is 'possible 'that optimum noise performance can be ob
tained with a V OUT(mu) that is less than the full output swing 
of the amplifier, in which case the above equations are not 
applicable. The above equation is· designed to optimize the 
signal-to-noise ratio at the output of the amplifier. 

: - ------ -- ; 

: ,.; : 
I I 

:- R1 C1 : 
I I 
I I 
I I I .__ ___ __,•, I 

~-----------------J 

(a) 
IAI (dB) 

Open-Loop Gain ol Op Amp 

Signal Gain 

Ra 

High Froquency 
Noise Oaln 

FIGURE 7. Noise And Signal Response of the Classical 
Transimpedance Amplifier. 
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The model in Figure 7 shows the overall noise gain response 
of the transimpedance circuiL The signal bandwidth is deter
mined by a pole-generated by~ and C2• The noise band
width is determined by the open loop gain roll off of the op 
amp. To maximize the signal bandwidth and insure an 
approximate 45° phase margin with a 25% step function 
overshoot, C2 is selected using the fonnula below: 

C2= Ci 
2nR2 •fu 

where fa = op amp unity gain bandwidth 

Here the signal bandwidth and noise bandwidth are identical 
and equal to: 

In some applications, an overshoot of 25% may be too much. 
A more conservative S% overshoot can be designed with a 
phase margin of 65° by using the formula below to select C2: 

where fu = op amp unity gain bandwidth 

Typical calculated values for C2 would be from sub-pico 
farads to 20 or 30pF. Actual minimum circuit values for C2 
are dependent on the sttay capacitance of ~ and PC board 
layouL Typically, a resistor has 0.SpF of sttay capacitance. 
Using the C2 value calculated above (for a 65° phase mar
gin), the effective noise bandwidth is equivalent to the noise 
gain 3dB bandwidth times rr12 or: 

1 
BW cffcdivcnoisc = 2R2C2 

and the signal bandwidth is: 

Usually it is necessary to follow the transimpedance ampli
fier with a low pass filter to further reduce the wideband 
noise beyond the signal bandwidth. A single pole, low-pass 
filter with a bandwidth at twice the signal bandwidth of the 
transimpedance -amplifier can easily improve the dynamic 
range of the transimpedance amplifier by 4 or 5 dB. 

Brute force calculations should be performed to understand 
the noise contributions of the regions illustrated in Figure 7 
(see OPA101 data sheet). For instance, ~ contributes to 
overall noise gain in the lower frequencies and can be mostly 
ignored. This insight is valuable when considering design 
options to further improve the circuiL Once the details are 
understood, an easier approach is to use a macromodel and 
simulate the results. The macromodel must be able to simu
late the noise performance of the op amp. The appropriate 
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FIGURE 8. Signal Bandwidth and Output Noise Change 
With Changes in Input Capacitance, C1, of a 
Transimpedance Amplifier Using the OPAi 11 
as the Op Amp. 

Burr-Brown macromodel for the OPA627 is the 
OPA627E.MOD. The PSpice Probe command needed to 
calculate the cumulative rms noise is SQRT(S(V(ONOISE) 
• V(ONOISE))). Figure 8 shows how a transimpedance 
amplifier's (designed using the OPA124) signal bandwidth 
and output noise change with values of input capacitance. 
Note that the output noise is unexpectedly flat across changes 
in C1• This is because the signal and noise bandwidth 
decrease with increases of C2• A lower noise bandwidth 
yields lower rms noise at the output of the amplifier. The 
signal-to-noise ratio improves. 

To improve the signal-to-noise ratio of a transimpedance 
amplifier, the designer can select a lower noise amplifier, 
reduce the ( 1 +C/C 2) noise gain, reduce the feedback resistor 
value, or reduce the signal bandwidth of the system with an 
additional filter or a slower op amp. Lower noise FET 
amplifiers usually have a wider bandwidth and higher input 
capacitance than the higher noise FET amplifiers. If a lower 
noise, wider bandwidth amplifier is selected as the op amp 
for the ttansimpedance amplifier, the increase in bandwidth 
and input capacitance may cause more noise in the system 
than the original op amp. A filter can be used to reduce the 
overall bandwidth and reduce the noise. Additionally, the 
noise gain of the transimpedance amplifier can be reduced 
by increasing C2 or decreasing C1• The photodetector can be 
selected in order to reduce C1• Sometimes this is not possible 
because of the design constraints of pbotodetector vs the 
~ignal source. C2 can be increased at the expense of reduced 
bandwidth. More elaborate techniques can be used to reduce 
noise, such as a more complex feedback network around the 
amplifier or boot-sttapping the photodetector. These tech
niques are beyond the scope of this application note. Refer 
to the reference articles for more depth. 

One fundamental performance difference between the ttadi
tional transimpedance amplifier and the switched integrator 
is that the amplifier gives a real time representation of the 
light excitation at the output of the amplifier, and the 
switched integrator gives a time-averaged representation of 
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FIGURE 9. Noise and Signal Response of a Switched 
Integrator. 

the input information from the photodetector. The real time 
solution is limited in bandwidth by the selected amplifier, 
the settling time of the amplifier, and the required feedback 
capacitor and resistor (C2 and ~). Additionally. a filter is 
usually used following the output of the transimpedance 
amplifier to further reduce noise at higher frequencies. 

This approach is optimal for low and medium bandwidth 
applications where information about the amplitude and 
shape of the input signal is critical. The design problem is 
complex because of the trade-offs between noise and band
width and the abundance of op amp choices. Also, the 
capacitor and resistor accuracy requirements make this de
sign difficult and sometimes expensive to manufacture in a 
production environment 

NOISE ANALYSIS 
OF SWITCHED INTEGRATOR AMPLIFIER 

Where the traditional transimpedance transfer function is 
dominated by the.feedbackresistor, ~. the switched integra-

r.r·m• EH=L Burr-Brown IC Applications Handbook 
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FIGURE 10. Tota10utputNoisevsC1 andC2 oftheACF2101 
Switched Integrator. 

tor amplifier transfer function is dominated by the ratio of 
the feedback capacitor. C2, and time. Referring to Figure 3. 
when S1 is closed, the input current flows past the inverting 
node of the op amp (which is held al virtual ground) and 
charges C2• The input current consequently causes the volt
age at the output of the. op amp to change in the negative 
direction over time. The voltage output of the switched 
integrator represents the average current input signal over a 
specified time, as opposed to the real time signal of the 
previous example. The ACF2101 switched integrator. shown 
in Figure 3, has a maximum input current specified at 
100µ.A. The input CWTent is restricted by the internal capaci
tor of the ACF2101 .(UX)pF) and the IV/µs slew rate of the 
amplifier. If an external capacitor is used, input currents can 
exceed 100µ.A as long as the following ratio is true: 

where the integration time equals the amount of time be
tween samples. 

If that ratio is less than 106 (farad/sec), the ACF2101 may 
loose accuracy at the outpuL Whenever possible, the internal 
capacitor should be used with the ACF2101 to insure greater 
gain and linearity accuracy. Figure 9 is used to evaluate the 
noise contribution of the op amp, gained by the feedback 
network of the ACF2101 and the photodiode. Here the reset 
switch, (S2 as illustrated in Figure 3) is modeled as a 
noiseless resistor ~). The typical resistance of s2• when it 
is open,'is 100000. The switched integrator. ACF2101, has 
an internal feedback capacitor, C2, of lOOpF. The user may 
choose to use an ~xternal capacitor instead of the internal 
capacitor provided. Typical values can range up to 2000pF. 
If an external capacitor is used, care must be taken to choose 
an integration capacitor with a low voltage· coefficierit, 
temperature coefficient, memory, and leakage current Suit
able types include NPO ceramic, polycarbonate, polysty
rene, and silver mica. 

The total noise contribution of the op amp and the feedback 
network of the switched integrator is equivalent to the 
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square root of the sum of the squares of three regions as 
shown in Figure 9. The noise in the first region is equal to 
the average op amp noise over that region times the square 
root of the region ban~width. The pole in the noise gain of 
the switched integrator circuit generated by ~ and C2 is. in 
the sub-Hertz region. For example, if C2 = l()()pF and~= 
1oooon the pole generated by the RC Nir is equal to 
159mHz. To calculate the·noise contribution of this.region 
the average noise over the region is multiplied times the 
square root of l.59mHz which is equal to 39.87E·3., Quick 
calculations show that any noise gained by the DC gain 
(l+RjR.) of the switched integrator is negligible. In addi
tion, the zero generated by the CR. II RJ(C 1 +CJ combination 
is also in the low frequency range. Using a typical value of 
lOOMO for R., SOpF for C1, lOOOGO for~ and lOOpF for 
C2, the zero is located at 10.6Hz. Again, the noise contribu
tion from this region is negligible. Consequently, the noise 
contribution from the op amp and its feedback network in 
conjunction with the photodiode is dominated by the op amp 
noise times (1 + C/C 2). 

In addition to the gained op amp noise mentioned· above, 
charge injection and ff/ C (capacitor ~Oise) also contn'bute to 
the total noise figure of the switched integrator. The switch 
network shown in Figure 4 is used for the switches of the 
ACF2101 to reduce charge injection noise. Figure 10 illus
trates the total output noise' of the switched integrator with 
various C

1 
and C

2 
values. . 

The ACF2101 switched integrator is a sampled system 
controlled by the sampling frequency.(f

5
), which is usually 

dominated by the integration time. The fastest feasible 
sampling (requency for the ACF2101 is 42.SSkHz .. This. 
assumes that the internal capacitor (lOOpF) is used. The full 
scale output is -lOV and the settling time requirements are 
to 0.01 % accuracy. Input signals should be below the Nyquist 
frequency (f/l) to avoid aliasing errors. The bandwidth of 
the ACF2101 is detennined by the slew rate of the amplifier, 
settling times of the reset (SJ and select (S,) switches as well 
as the on-to-off and off-to-on switching speeds. The slew 
,rate of the amplifier is guaranteed a minimum of 1 V /µs. The 
output node requires at least lOµs to reach full scale. This 
time restraint can be reduced if the full I OV swing capability 
of the ACF2101 is not used. · 

The settling time of the reset switch (S:z> is Sµs .to 0.~1% 
accuracy, which is limited by slew rate of the amplifier and 
the ~ II C2 time constant. The reset switch settling time 
increases with larger values o~ C

2
; however, if the user also 

reduces the full scale signal output as described above, ~s 
time is reduced proportionally to the output swipg -maxi
mum. The select switch (S3) has a 2µs settling time '9. 0.01 % 
accuracy for loads S lOOpF and the delay between switching 
should be about 0.Sµs. 
The signal-to-noise ratio of the switched integrator can be 
reduced by selecting a higher value integration capacitor .. .C2• 

The switched integrator is limited in. bandwidth by• the 
amplifier and the nature of the transfer function. The 0'1tput 
signal of the · integrator is time averaged. The sampling 
frequency is restricted by the size of the integrating capaci-
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tor, the slew rate of:the amplifier, tiie settling time of the 
switches and amplifier. The bandwidth of the switched 
integrator can be improved by decreasing the integration 
capacitor, C2• As shown in Figure 11, the settling time of the 
reset switch is increased with increases in cl. 
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FIGURE 11. Reset Time cl vs th~ ACF2101 Switched 
Integrator. · 

The switched integrator requires external digital support 
circuitry to drive the hold, reset and select switches. If an 
external integration capacitor (C2) is used, gain accuracy can 
be compromised due to the accuracy of the capacitor. The 
select switch allows the user of the ACF2101 switched 
integrator to eliminate a sample hold amplifier. 

COMPARING THE TRADmONAL 
TRANSIMPEDANCE AMPLIFIER 
TO THE SWITCHED INtEGRATOR 

Two examples are· selected for· comparison of the 
transimpedance amplifier and the switched integrator ampli
fier. In both examples, optimum noise solutions and opti
inum bandwidth solutions are considered. 

OPTIIIUII ICOISE PSlfOJUMIICE OPTIIIUII BAIIDWIDTH PBlfllRIIANCE 
TRANS. SWITCHED TIWIS- swnCKm ... 

IMPEDANCE INTEGRATOR IMPEDANCE INTEGRATOR 

Do,vlce OPA124 ACF2101 OPA~7 ACF2101 

1. 1pA 1pA ~pA 1pA 

c. . O.SpF 1oopF . ,O.SpF 1.SpF 

s~ 
· 3:2kHz BandWldth 3.2kHz 60Hz 3.35kHz 

Noise 
Bandwidlh 5kHz 250kHz 79lcHz 250kHz 

Noise 200$1Vrma 35µVrma 400J,1Vrms 100µVrms 

SNR 94d8 109dB 88dB 
0

100dB 

TABLE II. Transimpedance and Switched Integrator De
sign Comparison Using a. lOOpF. Photodiode 
with Maximum Output Current of lOOnA Val
ues of~ were calculated assuming a 65° phase 
margin. r.rm· Bu"•Brown IC Applications HandbookP@ 
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The first design problem uses an average sized photo diode 
(C, = lOOpF) with a maximum output current of lOOnA. As 
shown in Table II, the OPA124 was selected for the low 
noise comparison and the OPA627 was selected for the 
wide-bandwidth comparison. The fullscale output of the 
transimpedance amplifier is designed to be -l0V. ~ is 
selected to be lOOMn. C2 of the OPA124 low noise circuit 
is restricted by the parasitic capacitance of the feedback 
resistor, 0.SpF. The OPA124 has a maximum input bias 
current of 1 pA, low drift of lµ V 1°C, and lo"' offset voltage. 
The signal-to-noise ratio of this design is 94dB with a signal 
bandwidth of 3.2kHz. · 

In contrast, the ACF2101 is configured to minimize noise by 
using the on-chip capacitor C2 = lOOpF. As shown in Figure 
10, therms noise performance is typically 35µ.Vrms. This 
noise performance can be improved by using a higher value 
external capacitor, but, . the bandwidth performance of the 
circuit is compromised. The signal-to-noise. ratio of the, 
switched integrator is better than the transimpedance con
figuration at l()l)dB, but the bandwidth is only S0Hz. 
In the second section of Table Il, the .two circuits are 
optimized for bandwidth. Here the OPA627 is selected.as 
the preferred op amp in hopes of improving the bandwidth 
of the transimpedance amplifier. The transimpedance design 
using the OPA627 does indeed change the. bandwidth of the 
circuit, but in an undesirable way. C2 is still limited to 0.SpF 
because of the stray capacitance of ~. consequently the 
signal bandwidth does not change from the OPA124 design. 
The noise bandwidth, however, does change by a factor of 
·16, causing a significant increase in noise. The signal-to
noise ratio of this circuit is 88dB. The designer would be 
better off using the OPA124 as the amplifier instead of the 
OPA627 for this application. · 

In contrast, the ACF2101 is also configured to maximize 
bandwidth. Here a feedback capacitor of l.SpF is selected. 
PC board layout precautions should be taken to reduce stray 
capacitance. The signal bandwidth of the circuit is designed 
to 3.35kHz wi'th a signal-to-noise ratio of lOOdB. In this 
example; the noise and bandwidth performance of the 
ACF2101 switched integrator is better than the 
transimpedance configuration. The ACF2101 switched inte
grator is best optimized for low input current, high input 
capacitance applications. 

Table III illustrates the second design problem where the 
photodiode has the same stray capacitance (t.} .of 1 OOpF but 
a maximum current signal of lOOµA. 1Jte OPA124 is se
lected for th6 'low noise transimpedance amplifier. In this 
case,~ is selected to be lOOkn and C2 equal to 18.2pF. The 
noise performance of this amplifier is 31µVrms with a 
signal-to-noise ratio of 11 OdB. 

OPTIMUM KOISE PERFORMAXCE OPTIMUM BAIIDWIDTH PERFORIWCCE 
· TRANS- SWITCHm TRANS- SWITCHm 
IMPEDANCE INTEGRATOR IMPEDAJICE INTEGRATOR 

Oevlco OPA124 ACF2101 OPA627 ACF2101 

'· 1pA tpA SpA . 1pA 

c. 18.2pF SOOpF 8.78pF 210pF 

Signal 
Bandwidth 87kHz 10kHz 235kHz 24kHz 

Nolso 
Bandwidth 275kHz 250kHz 740kHz 250kHz 

Nolso 3111Vrms t&µVrms 108jlVrms 20jlVrms 

SNR 110dB 116dB 99dB 114d8 

TABLE 111.Transimpedance and Switched Integrator De
sign Comparison Using a 1 OOpF Photodiode 
With Maximum Output Current of lOOµA. Val
ues of~ were calculated assuming a 65° phase 
margin. 

The switched integrator is designed with C2 = SOOpF (exter
nal capacitor) •. A larger capacitor is used to improve the 
noise performance of the circuit. The noise performance of 
the switched integrator is improved over the transimpedaoce 
amplifier, yet the band.width is considerably smaller. 

The bandwidth and noise performance of the transimpedance 
amplifier can be improved ~y using the OPA627 in place of 
the OPA124. As shown in Table III, the signal bandwidth is 
nearly tripled. On the other hand, the switched integrator is 
designed for improved bandwidth.performance by decreas
ing C2 to equal 210pF. Although the noise performance is 
better than the transimpedance amplifier, the bandwidth is 
restricted by the slew rate, settling times, and switching 
times of the switched integrator. 

IN CONCLUSION 

This application note has taken a look at a few variables that 
optimize the performance of circuits that -amplify photo
diode signals. In addition to the solutions presented, alterna
tives should also be explored before the fmal design is 
released to production. 
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MTTF, ·FAILRATE, RELIABILITY AND LIFE·TESTING 
__ by Bob Seymour 

At Burr-Brown, we characteri7.e and qualify the reliability of, 
our devices through high temperature life testing. The .re
sults of this testing are quantified with such·values as MTIF 
and failure rate. This information can be very valuable y,hen 
used·for comparative purposes or applied to reliability cal
culations. However, this information loses its worth if it is 
not precisely understood ·and appropriately employed. It is 
the intent of this application note to bring together, in a 
concise format. the definitions, ideas, and justifications 
behind these reliability concepts in order to provide die 
background details necessary· for full and correct" utilization 
of our life·testing results. · 

SOME PRELIMINARY DEFINITiONS 
Reliability is "the probability that a part will last at least a 
~ifie<f time under specified experimeqtal conditions"<•>. 

' I ; , . • 

MTIF is lhe mean time to the first failure under specified 
experimental condition~ . .It-is calculated by dividing_ the total 
number of device • hours by the number of failures. It is 
important to note, at this time, that the dimensions of MTIF 
are not hows per failure, but ralher, device • hows per 
failure. If each part has a 0.1% chance of failure before 1 
hour lhen 10 parts have a 1% chance experiencing a failure 
by that time. The MTIF will be lhe same in both cases. 1 
failure in 10 hows on 1 part or 1 failure in 1 hour on .10 parts 
both produce an MTIF of 10 _device • hours. 

Failure rate is the conditional probability that a.device will 
fail per unit of time. The conditional . probability is the 
probability that a-~vice will fail during a certain .interval 
given that it survived at the start of Ule interval.<?!. When 
failure rate is used to describe the frequency with which 
failures are expected to occur, the time units are typically 
device • hows. · 

• • I 1, ) 

FfIS is simply failure rate scaled from failures per de~ice • 
hour to failures per billion device' • hours. . . ' . 

ON TO THE: DETAILS 
In 'the definition section MTIF is defined as the average 
time, in device • hours, per failure observed under specific 
experimental· conditions · such as a life test. Here at Burr
Brown we use a slightly modified fommla for MTI'F. We 
calculate 2 times the total device• hours, T dh, divided by the 
upper 60% confidence limit of a chi-square distribution with 
2 times the observed number of failures + 2 degrees of 
freedom. X2(2f + 2)._ Qur formula is 

~- . 2T4b . 
X2(2f +2) 

Since both time and failures are doubled, these definitions 
are roughly equivalenL Some explanation is in order. 

If multiple life tests are run on the same type of device, it is 
unlikely that all tests will have the same number of failures 
for the same number of device • hours. Rather there 'will be 
a distribution of failures. The minimum value nmst be O for 
no failures. The maxinmm value could correspond to 100% 
failures, but we can presume that we are running enough 
parts that this will not happen. Rather the distribution will 
taper off as the number of failures increases. Somewhere in 
between there will be a concentration of failures. 

The chi-square calculation provides us with a tool for adjust
ing, t11e· ~ctual number of failures from a limited life test to 
make it more accurately reflect what we might expect from 
the population as a whole. For example, applying a confi
dertce level of 60% to a clii-square distribution with 8 
degrees of freedom will return a vaiue into the denominator 
of the MTIF calculation which is greater than or equal to_ 
60% of the values in a chi~square distribution with a mean 
of 8~ 

One intuitive interpretation of the chi-square calculation is 
that the calculated value represents, roughly, a number of 
failures ,which will ~ gre_~ter than -60% of the failures we 
might get during multiple life tests. The upper 60% level is 
selected because it represents . an appiv~mately average 
estimate for MTIF and because it is widely accepted among 
semiconductor manufa~· and · users. This method of 
es~ting MTIF does ·~t prevent further reliability calcu
latiom fro~ being made at ~re conservative levels. 

One more . point re'1)ains to . be explained regarding this 
calculation. Why do we use 2 (# failures) +2? The technical 
explanation for this is given later in this paper. Briefly, the 
factor of 2 is necessary to achieve theoretical validity of the 
X2 distribution. Given the factor of 2, it can be seen that we 
are merely adding 1 fiplure to the act~ n~er of failures. 
The added.failure.appears in the·~culation as if a failure 
occurred at the ei;id of the tesL This assures that the test 
terminates \vith a failure, also a theoretical requirement, as 
well ·as allows calculation of MTIF even if no failures were 
observed. . ·. ' 

The MTIF value by itself really only serves for comparison 
purposes. Many more factors need to be considered before 
predictive statements regarding the longevity of our compo
nents can be made. The statistical concepts of reliability and 
failrate allow us to make such predictions. I will present 

. here, with justification yet to: come, the· statistical formulas 
· which quantify these concepts. · 
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Let reliability be represented by R(t) and failure rate by Z(t). 

and 

,R(t)=e..J 

Z(t)=aPt~-• 

Remember, reliability is the probability that a part will 
function at least a specified time. Failure rate describes the 
frequency with which failures can be expected to occur. By 
examining failure rate we can. make important statements 
about the· life cycle of the product. 

Th~ life cycle of a p~ can 'be thought of as h~ving three 
distinct periods: infant mortality, useful life, and wear-ouL 
These three periods are characteri~ mathematic~ly by a 
decreasing f ailtire rate, a constant failure rate, and an in
creasing failure· rate. This theory is the basis of the ubiqui
tously discussed "bathtub curve". · 

The listed formulas can model all three of these phases by 
appropriate selection of a. and p. P affects the shape of the 
failure rate and reliability distributions. When P < I Z(t) 
becomes a decreasing function. p = 1 provides a constant 
failure rate. An increasing fiulµre rate can.be modeled with 
p > 1. Therefore~ p can be selected 'to accurately model the 
shape of an empirically known failure rate (or of the original 
probability density function of T which defines the failure 
rate). The constant a provides' the scaling factor. 

Given good design, debugging, and thorough testing of 
product the infant mortality period of a part's life should be 
past by the time the parts are shipped This allows us to make 
the assumption that most field failures occur during the 
useful life phase, and result, not from a, systematic defect, 
but rather from random causes which have a constant failure 
rate. The constant failure rate presumption results in P = 1. 
Thus 

Z(t)= a 

The concept of a constant failure rate says that fail~s can 
be expected to occur at equal intervals of time., Under these 
conditiom, the mean time to the first failure, the mean time 
between failures, and . the average µfe time are all equal. 
Thus, the failure rate in failures per device • hour, is s~ly 
the reciprocal of the number of device • hours per failure. 
That is 

Z(t)=a=l/MTIF 

during constant fcl:ilure rate conditions. 

Note that MTTF is always the number of device • hours per 
failure but neither failure rate nor a.is always 1/MTIF. 

FORMAL DERIVATIONS AND JUSTIFICATIONS 
oi it's time for some real details. Virtually all of the 
information on the Weibull distribution comes from "Prob
ability and Statistics for Engineers and Scientists" by Ronald 
E. Walpole and Raymond H. Myers, copyright 1985, 
Macmillan Publishing Company. Much of the information 
in the section on-MITF is extrapolated from the lectures of 
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Dr. Duane Dietrich, professor of Systems and Industrial 
Engineering at the University of Arizona. My apologies to 
Dr. Dietrich for any distortions. 

Let's start by hypothetically running a huge life test long 
enough to drive all devices to failure, recording time-to
failure for each part. generating histognum, calculating 
MTIF, etc. A histogram of time-to-failure would be useful. 
Its shape is unknown and unimportant at this time. Given the 
hypothetical nature of the experiment, we can presume that 
the distribution is representative of the whole population. 

From this distribution, we can describe reliability as 

R(t) = P (T > t) 

where T represents time-to-failure and t represents time. 
Note that this is merely an exact restatement of the verbal 
defmition already presented . 

Another useful function which can be derived from the time
to-failure histogram will represent the cumulative probabil
ity of failure at any time L Let F(t) represent this function. 
Then 

F (t) = P (T < t) 

or 
F (t) = 1 - R (t) 

Now we are positioned to examine failure rate. Failure rate 
is the conditional probability that a device will fail during a 
certain interval, given that it survived to the start of that 
interval, per unit of, time. Let Z(t) represent failure rate. 
Then 

Now note· that 

lim F(t+l>t)-F(t) 
Z(t)-

- 6t • 0 R(t)6t 

lim F(t+&)-F(t) 
6t • O 6t 

is the derivative of F(t). Also F(t) = 1 - R(t). Therefore, 
dF(t)/dt = -d~(t)/dL Thus 

Z(l)= ·dF(t) 
R(t)dt 

-dR(t) 
= R(t)dt 

-d[tn R(t)] 
dt 

Integrating both sides results in· 

tn R(t) = -J Z(t)dt + lo c 

giving 
. -JZ(c)cll 

R(t)=ce 
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as the relationship between reliability and failure rate based 
only on the original definitions. The constant, c. must satisfy 
the initial condition that all parts are assumed to be func
tional at time t = 0 or R(0) = 1. 

ENTER WALODDI WEIBULL 
The statistical distribution introduced by Waloddi Weibull 
in 1939 provides the mechanism to make our reliability 
function usable. For x > 0 the distribution is given by 

f(x) = apxP· 1e-ax0 

where a > 0 and p > 0. 

Let us presume that the original probability density distribu
tion of T (time-to-failure) is describable using the Weibull 
distribution. Then 

and 

t 

R(t)= 1-F(t)=l- J apxP-1e--ax
0 
dx 

0 

t 

R(t)= 1+ J de--ax
0 

0 

R(t) = e--at
0 
(see appendix A) 

-dR(t) ap1P-le--at0 

Z(t) = -R-(t-)d-t = ------e_-a1 ..... d-

Thus. the Weibull distribution provides usable mathematical 
descriptions of reliability and failure rate: 

R(t)= e--at
0 

Z(t)=aPtH 

But do these agree with our formulas derives strictly without 
presuming the Weibull distribution'? This defmition of Z (t) 
can be entered into our previous derivation to justify our 
assumption. 

-JZ(t)dt 
R(t)=ce 

-1~~1dt 
R(t)=ce 

R(t)=ce-c:ajl 

For R (0) = 1 then c = 1 and 

R(t)=e • 
as before. Thus, the Weibull distribution fits our original 
definitions, provides a solution to the original equations, and 
results in useful formulas for reliability and failure rate. 
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More on constant failrate and MTTF. 

We presume constant failrate conditions during our life test 
evaluations. It is particularly important to understand this 
condition well. What are constant failrate conditions'? How 
do they affect the Weibull equations? And what, exactly. is 
MTTF'l 

During the useful life period of our parts, there are no 
systematic defects or proble~ causing a high early failure 
rate nor an increasing rate of failure associated with aging. 
Failures during this period result from random causes. The 
probability of a part failing for a random defect or stress 
does not change as the part ages. The failure rate, the 
conditional probability that a part will fail at a specific time, 
T, given that it has_ survived to that time. is constant 

From the Weibull distribution, the general equation for 
failure rate is given by 

Z(t) = aptil-l 

Given that Z(t) must equal a constant then b must equal 1 to 
drive the time variable t to unity. Thus. under constant 
failure rate conditions, the equations for failure rate, reliabil
ity and the Weibull distribution. become. respectively 

Z(t)=a 

R(t)=e-cn 

and 
f(t)=ae•at 

The function f(t) is the time-to-failure probability density 
function. It gives the probability that a part will fail at any 
given time L The mean, or expected value, of f(t) is the 
average time-to-failure. This mean value is equal to 1/a. The 
problem is that we do no know the true value of 1/a. This 
value must be estimated from experimental data. 

An estimator for 1/a can be derived using the maximum 
likelihood method with the function f(t). Suppose we run a 
life test starting with N parts and experience r failures. The 
joint probability density function describing the life test 
results is given by the product of the probabilities that each 
failure occurred when it did. Referring to this p.d.f. as L 
(a, t) then 

Implicit in this derivation is that the life test is terminated at 
the rtll failure and the dimension of t is device • hours. Our 
method of evaluating MTTF involves adding 1 failure to the 
observed failures. This assures the requirement for termina
tion on the rtb failure is satisfied as well as allows calculation 
of M'ITF even if no actual failures occur. The dimensioning 
oft as device • hours accounts for the test time of those parts 
that did not fail. ~ · 

To find an appropriate estimator for 1/a by the maximum 
likelihood method, we find the value of a which maximizes 
the function L (a, t). We are, in effect, finding the value of 

nA·BROWN_. 
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a which maximizes the probability of observing what was 
actually observed. This is accomplished by taking the partial 
derivative of the log, of L (a. t), setting it equal to zero, and 
solving for a: r 

ln (L(a,t))= rln (a)-a L,ti 
i=l 

oin(L(a,t)) r :t t-
oa a ial I 

r 

.!._ ~ l· =0 - kJ I 
a i=I 

using a to indicate the approximation, 

This equation shows that 1/a can be estimated by dividing 
the accumulated test time for all of the tested devices by the 
total number of failures. This agrees with the original defi
nition of MTTF. 

Understanding the chi-square, X2, confidence interval calcu
lation requires recognition that given the random variable 
for time-to-failure, T, has distribution 

f(t) =ae-at 

then the random variable V described by 

is distributed X2 with 2r degrees of freedom, X2(2r). There
fore, for a specified confidence level ~ 

r 

2a l',ti > X2(2r,t) 
i=l 

and the upper confidence limit for MTTF becomes 

which, with r equal to the number of observed failures + 1, 
is the actual formula we use for MITF. 

To justify the X2 distribution of the random variable V used 
above, apply the transfonnation of variable 

V1 =2 T dT =- 1-
a 'dV'" 2a 

to f(t) which results in 
.c,.:!.... 1 1 .}!_ 

f(v)=ae 2a_=-e 2 
2a 2 

which is distributed X2 with 2 degrees of freedom, X2(2> (see 
Appendix B). · 
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Now note that 
r 

2a~:ii =2at 1 +2at 2+ ... +2atr 
ial 

As shown, each factor of the above sum is distributed X2(2>. 
Therefore, by the reproductive property of X2 the summation 
is also distributed X2 with r times 2 degrees of freedom, X2 

(2r) as stated. 

AND FINALLY 
The concepts of MTTF, failure rate and reliability have been 
defined, discussed and justified In general, the time units of 
device • hours have been used. With this dimension, failure 
rate can be interpreted as the frequency with which failures 
can be expected to occur. This description works well with 
the experimental estimation of the unknown parameters and 
provides an intuitive perspective. However, reliability esti
mation is, in essence, a probabilistic science and the Weibull 
equations are, in essence, probability equations. As a prob
ability equation, failure rate becomes the probability of 
failure per hour, not per device • hour. The reader is 
encouraged to give this distinction some thoughL 

We perform our life testing at elevated temperatures in order 
to accelerate failure mechanisms which might result in 
device failure. Our reliability reports generally supply MTTF 
estimates scaled over a range of temperatures appropriate to 
application environments. The Arehnius equation with an 
activation energy selected to represent typical failure mecha
nisms is employed to generate the tables. 

Here at Burr-Brown we use a spreadsheet program to calcu
late and record the results of life tests. Constant failure rate 
is presumed. This presumption should always be verified. It 
may not be unreasonable to interpret M1TF as the mean 
time to the first failure even if the failure rate is not constanL 
However, failure rate and reliability predictions based on 
that MTTF will be wrong. 

APPENDIX A 

dexp(-axP) / dx=exp(-axP)d(-axP) / dx 

= exp (-axil) (-aP) (xil-1) 

=-apxP- 1exp(-axP) 

therefore replacing 

-£ apxP- 1 exp(-axP)dx =-£ dexp(-axP) / dx dx 

and 

=-J:dexp(-ax 11) 

R(t)= 1 + J; dexp(-axP) 

= 1 +exp(-axP) I 
1 

. 0 

= 1 +exp(-atp)-1 
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APPENDIXB 
The chi-square disttibution with r degrees of freedom is 
given by 

1 .!...1 _!'., 
f(v)=---v 2 e 2 

2ir(f) 
Setting r = 2 for X2(2> results in 

1 _!_1 _!'., 1 V 

-r:::-v2 e 2 =-e 2 

22r(f) 2 
as indicated. · 
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OPT201 PHOTODIODE-AMPLIFI.ER REJECTS· AMBIENT LIGHT 
' . ·' -

by.Mark.Stitt and Wally M~lnel (602)716-7162 .. 
Many applications call for-the measurement of a light signal ; The component values shown in Figure · 1 set the low-
in the presence of ambient background light Sometimes the frequency cutoff pole at· 16Hz. Because of the long time 
photodiode can be optically shielded from background light constant, it may take over a second for the OPT201 output 
to eliminate unwanted ·signals. · Another way to solve the to come out of saturation when the ·circuit is first powered-
problem is to combine . a photodiode-amplifier like · the up. 
OPT201 with · a DC restoration circuit to reject low-fre-
quency background light signals. · · 

. . •• 1'•"'.• 
The circuit for a photodiode amplifier with DC re~toration is 
~own in Figure 1. The circuit uses .the OPT201 integrated 
photodiode and amplifier and an external op amp for DC 
restoration. The OPT201 combines a large 0.090 x 0.090 
inch photodiode and high-perfonnance transimpedance am~ 
plifier on a single chip. This combination eliminates the 
problems commonly encountered in discrete designs such as 
leakage· cwrent errois, noise pick-up, and gain peaking due 
to stray capacitance. 

The DC restoration circuit consists of a non-inverting inte
grator driving the,OPT201 transimpedancc amplifier sum
ming junction through a lOOk.O resistor, R,. The current 
through R, cancels the current from the photodiode at signal 
frequencies below the pole frequency of the integrator to 
drive the output of the OYl'201 to ·ov. The pole'-frequehcy 
of the integra19~ is set by ~-and Ci, · 

;i. 

2 

40pF 

A non-inverting integrator requires a matching pole: The 
matching pole, set by R1 and C1, prevents the OPT201 output 
signals above the pole frequency fromfeeding directly back 
into the summing junction of the OPT201. Matching of the 
poles in not critical-±30% tolerance is adequate for most 
applications. · · 

The value used for R, depends on the amplitude of the 
background light With lOV output on A1, the lOOk.O resis
tor can provide 100µ.A restoration current to the OPT201. 
This is ten times the photodiode current that would other-

. wise drive the OPT20i · to lOV output when using the 
internal lMn resistor. The DC restoration circuit can re
move a background signal many times' larger than the ac 
signal of inte~t providing_ the .increased signal-to-noise 
level critical in many applications. Reducing the ~ue of R, 
will.increase the DC resto.,ation range, b~t will also increase 
the noise gain of the transimpedance amplifier. Reducing R, 
to lOkO would increase noise from 130µVrms to 650p.Vrms. 
Values above lOOkO for R, will not sub~tantially reduce 
noise~ 1 

FIGURE 1. Photodiode-Amplifier with pc. Restora~.on Rejects Unwanted Background Light 
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IMPLEMENTATION AND APPLICATIONS· OF 
CURRENT SOURCES AND CURRE.NT RECEIVERS 

This application guide is intended as a source book for the 
design and application of: 

• Current sources 
• Current sinks 
• Floating ~nt sources 
• Voltage-to-current converters 

. (transconductance amplifiers) 
• Current-to-current converters (current mirrors) 
• Current-to-voltage converters 

(transimpedance amplifiers) 
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This is not an exhaustive collection of circuits, but a com
pendium of preferred ones. Where appropriate, sugg~sted 
part numbers and component values are given. Where added 
components may be needed fo~ stability, they are shown. 
Experienced designers may elect to omit these components 
in some applications, but less seasoned practitioners will be 
able to put together a working circuit free from the frustra
tion of how to make it stable. 

The applications shown are intended to inspire the imagina
tion of designers who will move beyond the scope of this 
work. 

R. Mark Stitt (602) 746-7445 
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DESIGN OF FIXED 
CURRENT SOURCES 
REF200 IC CURRENT SOURCE DESCRIPTION 
The REF200 dual current source has two current sources 
plus a current mirror in an 8-pin plastic DIP (Figure 1). 
Because the circuit is fabricated with the Burr-Brown dielec~ 
trically isolated Dlfet® Burr-Brown process, the three cir
cuit blocks are completely independent No power supply 
connections are needed to the chip. Just apply 2.SV or mo~ 
to a current source for a constant 1 OOµA output Typical drift 
is less than 25ppml°C and output impedance exceeds SOOMO. 

Subs1rato Mirror In 

Pint 
IA Low i. Low Mirror Com Mlrrcr Out 

FIGURE 1. The REF200 Dual Current Source contains three 
completely independent circuit blocks-two 
100µ.A current sources, and a current mirror. 

The current mirror is useful in many applications. It uses a 
"full Wilson" type architecture as shown in Figure 2, with 
laser-trimming to ensure high accuracy. 

, .. lour 

FIGURE 2. The REF200 Current Mirror rises a "full Wilson" 
archi~ture for high accuracy. 

Each of the two ~nt sources are designed as shown in 
Fi~ 3. l.ero temperature coefficient (TC) is achieved by 
combining positive TC currents with a negative TC current. 
The positive TC currents are generated by a bandgap cell. 

BURR-=-• •~E Burr-Brown IC Applications Handbook 

Current mirror Q1 - Q2 forces equal currents to flo~ in 8/1 
emitter ratioed devices Q7 and Q.. The proporuonal to 
absolute temperature (PT AT) voltage difference between 
the emitters-(k • t/q) • ln(8)-is forced across the 4kn 
resistor resulting in a PT AT current of about l 3µA. Because 
Q10 matches Q7, and Q3 matches Q., equal PTAT_ currents 
flow in each pf the four Q1 - Q,. legs. The current m the Q. 
leg biases ~ Vbe/12kn c~nt generator formed by Q11 ~d 
Q . The negative TC current from Q

11 
sum; at the output 

Th~ 4k.Q and 12k.Q resistors are actively laser trimmed over 
temperature at wafer level to give an accurate zero TC 
output NPN transistors Q5, O.S, and~ cascode Q7 and Q. for 
improved accuracy and output impedance. Likewise, J1 and 
J2 cascode Q3 and Q.. Using FET cascodes rath~r than P~s 
eliminates noise due to base current The capacitor provu!es 
loop compensation. 

100µ.A was chosen as a practical value for the majority of 
applications. It is high enough to be used directly for sensor 
excitation in many instances, while it is low enough to be 
used in low power and battery powered applications where 
a higher current might be excessive. Also at higher output 
currents, thermal feedback on the chip and self heating 
would reduce the output impedance. 

High 

Low 

FIGURE 3. The REF200 Current Source cell is powered 
from its input terminals. It achieves zero TC by 
summing a positive TC current from a bandgap 
cell with a negative TC current. 

Dlft1t• Burr-Brown Corp. 
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PIN STRAPPING REF200 FOR: . 
SOµA CURRENT SINK 
Wi1h a IOOµA current source a.,; a ·reference. ii is simple 10 
cons1ruc1 a current source of any value. The REF200 can be 
pin strapped ·for 50µA. 200µA. 300µA. or 400µA. in a<idi
tion 10 I OOµA. 

For a 50µA current sink. use 1he circuit shown in Figure 4. 
A I OOµA current source is lied 10 the mirror common. Since 
11 current mirror output must equal its input, S0µA flows in 
the inpul to ground. and the outpul_.is a, 50µA current sink. 

5 
In 

REF200 
Mirror 

Com 
3 

4 
Out 

. 100µA 

-v. 

FIGURE 4. A 50µA Current Sink with compliance to ground 
can be made using one of the I OOµA current 
sources and the mirror· from the REF200. 

PIN STRAPPING REF200 FOR: 
SOµA Current Source 
For a 50µA current source. use the circuit shown in Figu~ 
5. In 1his circuit a current sink subtracts 50µA from a second 
IOOµA source lem·ing a 50µA source. Compliance: is from 
below ground to within 2.5V of the positive rail. 

100µA 

-v .. 

FIGURE 5. A 50µA Current Source, .wilh compliance from 
ground to +V5 -2.5V canbe made using both 
I OOµA current sources and the mirror from the 
REF:?00. 

382 

If compliance closer 10 the negative rail is needed for-either 
the S0µA sink or source,' use·:the circuit shown in Figure 6, 
or Figure 7. Here the min'Or input.· is referenced to the 
negative rail with either a resistor. and current sou.-ce. or a 
resisto~ biased' zener. ·· : 

r 
0.01pF 

FIGURE 6. Compliance of the 50µA Current Sink (Figure S) 
can be extended to -V5+SV by referencing its 
bias poinno the negative power supply rail using 
. the _other I OOµA current and a resistor. 

27kQ 

5.1V 
IN4689 

Com 
3 

IIXII' 

r 
100pA 

FIGURE 7. If you don't have a current source to spare. the 
S0µA Current Sink with compliance to-V 5+5V 
can be biased using a zener diode. 

PIN STRAPPING REF200 ·FOR: 
200µA FLOATING CURRENT SOURCE 
A 200µA floating current source is formed by simply paral
leling the two current sources as shown in Figure 8: For 
compliance nearer to the negative rail, use the min"Or as 
shown in Figure 9. The output of the min'Or can swing about 
a voit closer to' the negative rail than ·the current source 
alone. . . . 

r&'Si· Burr-Brown IC Applicatfons Handbook _ _ 



Or, Call Customer ·Service at 1·800·548-6132 (USA Only} 

High r~ 
100pA 100pA 

Low 

FIGURE 8. For a 200µA Floating Current Source simply 
parallel the two IOOµA current sources from the 
REF200. 

~

--·--J
+V,. 

lour 

100pA 
or200pA or200JIA l

100JIA 

5 4 
In Out 

REF200 
Mirror 

Com 
3 
-v, 

FIGURE 9. You can mirror the IOOµA or 200µA Current 
' Sources from the REF200 for a I OOµA or 

200µA current sink with improved compli
ance. 

PIN STRAPPING REF200 FOR: 
300µA Floating Current·source 

. A 300µA floating current source can be strapped together as 
shown in Figure 10. It· is fonned by paralleling a 200µA 
current source. made with one IOOµA source and the mirror, 
\Yith-the other IOOµA current source. The 200µA current 
source is made by connecting a IOOµA current source to the 
mirror input so IOOµA flows· in the mirror output. and 
200µA flows in the mirror common. 

PIN STRAPPING REF200 FOR: 
400µA Aoatlng Current Source 
A 400µA floating current s~urce. cnn be strapped together as 
shown in Figure J I .. II is b~sically the. same as the 200µA 
current source of Figure IO. except that 200µA is fed into the 
mirror input. This 200µA is summed .. with the 200µA that 
flows in the mirror output for a total of 400µA. 

BURR•BROWN·· 

IIE:IIE:II Burr-Brown IC Applicatio11s Handbook 

100pA 

Hlgti 

100pA 

5 4 
In Out 
REF200 
Mlmlr 

Com 
3 

Low 

FIGURE 10. The two IOOµA Current ·sources and Mirror in 
the REF200 can be connected to form a 300µA 
floating c~rrent source. 

100JIA 100pA 

FIGURE 11. The two IOOµA Current Sources and Mirror in 
the REF200 can be connected to form a 400µA 
floating current source. 

RESISTOR PROGRAMMABLE 
CURRENT SOURCES AND SINKS 
USING. REF200 AND ONE EXTERNAL OP AMP: 
Current Source or Sink With Compliance 
to Power Supply Rall and Current Out >100µA 
You can build a programnµible current source of virtually 
nny value using two resistors, an op amp, and a 1 OOµA 
current source ~ a reference. 

The current source shown in Figure 12 can be programm~ 
to any value above the I 00µ.A reference current. It has 
compliance. all the w~y to the negaJive power supply rail. 
The lOOµA.r:eference forces a voltage of 100µ.A • R1 at the 
non~invening input.of the op amp. When using a Dlfetfl op 
amp. as shown, input bias currents are ,negligible. The op 
amp forces the same. voltage across ~- If R1 is N • ~. the 
output current is ,(N+I) • 100µ.A. So long as the op amps 
input common mode range and its output can swing to the 
negative rail within the voltage drop across R1• the current 
source can swing all the way to the negative rail. If the 
voltage drop across R1 is larBe enough, any op amp can 
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satisfy this requirement. Figure J 3 shows the same circuit 
turned around to act a.~ a current sink. It has compliance to 

· the positive rail. 

O.OtµF 

FIGURE 12. Current Source. ! .... (N +1) • loo,,A 

0.01pF 

NOTE: (1) Burr-Brown~ OPA602. 

FIGURE 13. Current Sink. 

FIGURES 12 and 13. For a programmable current source 
with any output current greater than 
I OOµA and compliance to + V 5 or -
Vs• use a I 00µA current source as a 
reference along with an external op 
amp and two programming resistors. 

Current Source or Sink With Any Current Out 

For currents less than I OOµA. use the circuits shown in 
Figures 14 and 15. They can be programmed for virtually 
any current (either above or below IOOµA). ln this case the 
IOOµA current source form.~ a reference across R, at the 
inverting input of the op amp. Since the reference is not 
connected to the output. its current does not add to the 
current output signal. So. if R, is N • R2• then output current 
is N • I OOµA. Because compliance of the I OOµA current 
source is 2.5V. the current source. Figure 14. can only 
comply within 2.5V of the negative rail-even if the op amp 
can go further. Likewise the current sink. Figure 15. ha.~ a 
2.5V compliance to the positive power supply rail. 
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! 
lcun• N• 100pA 

FIGURE 14. Current Source. 

! 

NOTE: (1) Bw-Brown• OPA602 or OPA128. 

EXAMPLES 

R, IOUJ 

1000 10MQ 1nA -+ Use OPA128 

10kQ 1MQ 1pA 

10kQ 1kQ 1mA 

FIGURES 14 and 15. If you don't need compliance to the 
power supply rail. this circuit using a 
1 OOµA current source as a reference 
along with an external op amp. and 
two programming resistors can pro
vide virtually any output current. 

Current Sources and Sinks 
Using Voltage References 

To make a current source with the best possible accuracy use 
a zener-based voltage· reference. The REF200 uses a band
gap type reference to allow low voltage two-terminal opera
tion. Although this makes a more flexible general-purpose 
part with excellent perfonnance. its ultimate temperature 
drift and stability cannot compare to the REF102 precision 
I 0.0V buried zener voltage reference. 

Burr-Brown IC Applications Handbook 
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Make a current source from a voltage reference using the 
circuit shown in Figure 15A. The voltage follower connected 
op amp forces the voltage reference ground connection to be 
equal to the load voltage. The reference output then forces an 
accurate I 0.0V across R1 so that the current source output is 
I0V/R1• 

Negative output compliance for the current source is limited 
by the op amp input common-mode range or output range 
(whichever is worse). When using the OPAi 11 on ±15V 
power supplies. the negative compliance is -1 0V. For com
pliance almost to the negative power supply rail. use a single
supply op amp such a-; the OPA 1013. 

Positive output compliance is limited by the voltage refer
ence minimum+V5 requirement. When using the REFl02on 
±15V power supplies, positive compliance is +3.5V .. 

Make a current sink with a voltage reference using the 
cin;uit shown in Figure 15B. The op amp drives both the 
voltage reference ground connection and the current scal
ing register. Rr so that the voltage reference output is equal 
to the load voltage. This forces -I 0.0V across R1 ,so that the 
current sink output is -IOV/R1• The R2, C1 network pro
vides local feedback around the op amp to assure loop 
stability. It also provides noise filtering. With the values 
shown. the reference noise is filtered by a single pole with 
'-~R = 1/(2 • n: • R: • C,). 

+V,. 

+V,. 
REF102 

+10V 
Out 

GND 

Negative output compliance for the current sink is limited by 
the op amp and funher reduced by the I 0V drop across R,. 
When using the OPAi 11 on ±15V power supplies, negative 
compliance is. only guaranteed to ground. When using the 
single-supply OPA1013 op amp, negative compliance is 
approximately-5V. 

Positive compliance is limited by the REFI02, but is im
proved by the IOV across R

1
• For a REFI02 operating on 

±15V power supplies, the positive compliance is +I0V 
(limited by the op amp common mode input range). 

Keep in mind that the ultimate accuracy of a voltage refer
ence based current source depends on the absolute accuracy 
of the current-scaling registor. The absolute TCR and stabil
ity of the resistor directly affect the current source tempera
ture drift and accuracy. This is in contrast to circuits using 
current source references, as shown in Figures 12 to 15, 
where accuracy depends only on the ratio accuracy of the 
resistors. It is much easier to get good resistor ratio accuracy 
than to get good absolute accuracy especially when using 
resistor networks. 

Although these current sources made with voltage references 
do not have the compliance range of the previous circuits, 
they may be the best choice where the utmost in accuracy is 
required. 

R, 
!cu,• 10VIR, -. 
Load Can be Connected to 

Ground or -V • 

FIGURE ISA. Current Source using Voltage Reference and Op Amp. 

+v. 
RI REF102 
10kQ 

r-----.,vu-----~~v 

GND 

Fl~~E 15B_. Current Sink using Voltage Reference and Op Amp. rE:lm Burr-Brown IC Applications Handbook 

Can be Connected 10 
Ground or +v. 
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Floating Current Source · 
With Current Out > 1 OOµA 
If a complete I)'. floating programable current source is needed. 
use the circuit sho,vn in Figure 16. It is basically the same 
as the current source shown in Figure 12 except that R, is 
driven by a MOSFET. Since no current nows in the gate of 
the MOSFET or the inputs of the op amp. nil current that 
enters the resistors (nnd no more) leaves. Therefore the 
current source is completely floating. 

The power supplies of the op amp in this circuit. as in the 
other circuits. must be connecte~ to ±V 5• Also. the input and 
output common mode limitations of the op amp must be 
obse_rved. 

Hfgh 

!',,,•IN+ 1) • 100pA 

O.OtµF 

Lew 

NOTE: (1) Burr-Brown Dlfl1t• OPA602. 

FIGURE 16. Use a IO0µA Current Source as a reference, an 
external op nmp. two programming resistors. 
and a series pass element for a programmable · 
floating curent source. 

Current Sources and Sinks and Current Mirrors 
_Using an Amplifier and a Series Pass Element 
In some applications it may be desirable to make a current 
source or sink using a series pass element in addition to an 
op amp. This approach provides the benefits of cascoding 
and also allows arbilrarily high current outputs. 

The circuit used is the same as for the programmable 
floating current source shown in Figure 16. The difference 
is that the op amp power supply connection and reference 
input are both returned to a fixed potential. The result is 
either a current source or sink. but not a floating current 
source. The advantage is that the output can be any value. 
either more than. less than. or equal to the input reference. 
Also. a voltage source or even a variable voltage input can 
be used a.-. a reference. The examples shown in Figures 17 
through 20 show I 00µA current sources used a.c; references. 
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Notice that since a current source is used as a reference. the 
circuit can also be used as a precision current mirror. Unlike 
mirrors which use matched transistors, this mirror remains 
highly accurate no matter what the mirror ratio. 

The pass element can bipolar, JFET. MOSFET, or a combi
nation. The examples recommend MOSFETS because their 
low gate current minimizes. output. error. Also, MOSFETs 
with very high.current ratings are available, and require no 
additional drivers~ 

In many cases bipolar devices are· adequate and may be 
preferred due to their low cost and availability. With a 
bipolar device, the base current will add error to the output 
signal as discussed in the cascoding section. Using a darling
ton-coqnected bipolar device feeds the error current back 
into the signal path and reduces the error by the forward 
curreni gain (beta) of the input transistor. 

In some high temperature applications, darlington-connected 
bipolar transistors may have lower error than FETs. As a 
rule of thumb, the gate current' of a FET or MOSFET 
doubles for every 8°C increase in temperature, whereas the 
beta '6f a bipolar devide increases approximately O.S%fC. 
Therefore. when operating at J 25°C; the gate current of a 
FET will be about 6000 times higher than at 25°C. while the 
base current of the bipolar will be · t .5 times lower. 

When selecting the op amp for this application. pay particu
lar attentiora. to_ input bias current, input common mode 
range. and output range. 

The bias current of the op amp adds to the input current. and 
subtracts from the output current. For a I: I mirror applica
tion. the error is only the mismatch of bias currents or 105 of 
the amplifier. For other ratios, a.~sume that the error is equal 
to the full amplifier bias current. For most applications, the 
error will be negligible if a low bias current Dlfet ~amplifier 
such as the Burr-Brown OPA602 is used. Its I8 is lpA max. 

Be sure to observe the input common mode range limit of 
the op amp. For example, when using the OPA602 in a 
·current sink application. the voltage between the op amp 
negative supply and its input must be at least 4V. In a split 
power supply_ application, Rt and R2 can be co~ected _to 
ground. and the op amp negative ~upply can .be connected to 
-5V or -I SV and there is no problem. In a single supply 
application. or when Rt. R2• and the op amp's :...y5 are all 
connected to the negative power supply, a drop of at least 4V 
must be maintained across Rt. 

Using a single supply op amp allows the input common 
mode range to go to 0V. Especially in single supply curren~ 
mirror applications. it is often desirable for the input and 
output to go to zero. The OPAl013 has an input common
mode range which exten,ds t<_>jts negative power supply, and 
its output will swing within a few m V of the negative supply., 
Although the OPA 1013 has bipolar inputs, its bias current is 
low enough for most applications. 

. ' 
Components R3• R,.. and C

1 
form a compensation network t~ 

assure amplifier stability when driving the highly capacitive 
inputs of some MOSFETs. In many applications they can be 
omitted. 

mm~ Burr-Brow11 IC Applications Handbook _ _ 
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N channel enhancement MOSFET 
Supertex. Slllconix, Motorola. etc. 

or 
2x 2N2222 

R, 
100 

NOTE: Can be connected to -V5 with 4V min across R,. 

FIGURE 17. Programmable Current Sink using series pass device. 

Jr-~. , .. 
~ >--'\1\/1~-t N channel enhancemenl MOSFET 

R, 
500Q 

.. To Ground or -V~ 

Supertex. smconlx, Motorola. etc. 

R, 
500 

or 
2 X 2N2222 

FIGURE 18. Sinki~1f Current Mirror using series pass device. 

NOTE: can be connecied ,to 
+V1 with 2v min across R;. 

Supertex. Slllconlx, Motorola. etc. 
P channel enhancement MOSFET 

FIGURE 19. Progrnmmable Current Source using series pa.,;s de\'icc. 

BURA•BROWN 
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NOTE: The LF155 Input common-mode range typically Includes +V4, 

but lhis Is not a guaranteed specification. 

~ Supenex, Slllconlx, Motorola. etc. 

·-:::=~ 
0-cmA In 

FIGURE 20. Sourcing Current Mirror using series pass device. 

Floating Current Source With Current 
Out > 100µA and No Separate Power Supply 
If a programmable current source is needed, and no separate 
power supply is available. consider the floating current 
source shown in Figure 21. Here the op amp power supplies 
are connected to the current source input terminals. The op 
amp quiescent current is part of the output current. 

10CµA 

R, 10k0 
(N • f\) 

High r 

Low NOTE: Each amplifier 1/4 LM324. 

FIGURE 21. 25mA Floating Current Source using a quad 
single-supply op amp needs no external power 
supply. 

There are two special requiremems. First. a single supply op 
amp must be used (an op amp with an input common mode 
range that includes the negative supply rail). Also the output 
current must be greater than the op amp quiescent current. 

The circuit is basically the same as Figure 12. The I OOµA 
current flowing through R, produces a floating voltage 
reference at the non-inverting input of A,. The op amp 

quiescent current flowing from its negative supply pin sums 
into the current flowing into R2• The op amp outputs drive 
the additional current needed through R

2 
so the voltage drop 

across it matches the voltage drop across R,. If R1 is N • R2• 

the output current is (N+ I) • I OOµA. With the values shown, 
the output current is 25mA. 
The op amp outputs are connected to R2 through l000 
resistors. The current delivered by A, produces an approxi
mate 0.5V voltage drop across R3• The other three op amps 
are connected as voltage followers so that the same voltage 
is dropped across the other three t oon resistors. The output 
current from ~ch op amp is therefore equal and the load is 
shared equally. This technique allows any number of IOmA 
output op amps to be paralleled for high output current. 

CASCODING CURRENT SOURCES FOR 
IMPROVED OUTPUT IMPEDANCE, 
HIGH FREQUENCY PERFORMANCE, 
AND HIGH VOLTAGE COMPLIANCE 
Cascodlng With FETs 
The output impedance and high frequency performance of 
.any current source can be improved by cascoding. Starting 
with a precision current source like the REF200 or any of the 
variations previously discussed. it is relatively easy to build 
a current source to satisfy just about any need. 

Ca.c;coding can also be _used to increase high voltage compli
ance. High voltage compliance of a cascoded current source 
is limited solely . by the voltage rating of the cascoding 
device. High voltage compliance of hundreds or even thou
sand,; of volts is possible. · 

Ca.c;coding is the buffering of the current source from the 
load by a series pass device as ~nown in Figure 22. Here an 
N channel JFET cascodes the current source from the output. 
The gate of the JFET is tied to ground. its source to the 
current source. and its drain to the load. Variations in the 
load voltage are taken up by the drain of the JFET while the 
source voltage remains relatively constant. In this way, the 
voltage drop across the current source remains constant 
regardless of voltage changes across the load. With no 
changes in the voltage across the current source, and with no 
current lost through the JFET drain approaches infinity. AC 
performance of the cac;coded current sink approaches that of 
the JFET. 
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Compliance to GND '°"' 

r-

FIGURE 22. Cascoded Current Sink with compliance to 
ground 

Since the gate of the JFET is tied to ground, the output 
compliance is limited to near ground. If greater compliance 
is required for the current sink. the gate of the JFET can be 
referenced a few volts above the negative rail as shown in 
Figures 23 and 24. In Figure 23 the gate reference is derived 
from a resistor biased from the second current source. If a 
current source is not available. use a resistor biased zener as 
shown in Figure 24. 

Compliance to -V • +SV .v. IOUT 

100pA !
100pA 

0.01µF 

-v, 

FIGURE 23. Cascoded Current Sink with compliance to -
V 5+5V (using zener diode for bias). 

100j1A 

-v. 

FIGURE 24. Cascoded Current Sink with compliance to -
V5+5V (using zener diode for bias). 

To implement current sources. tum the circuits around and 
use P channel JFETs as shown in Figures 25 through 27. 
BURR•BROWN• 
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Coff1111ance IO GND 

+V, 

FIGURE 25. Cascoded Current Source with compliance to 
ground 

2N5116 

-v, 

FIGURE 26. Cascoded Current Source with compliance to -
V 

5
+5V (using current source and resistor for 

bias). 

Compfwtce to +v. -5V 

+v. 

1N4689 
tQOpA 

2N5118 

-v. 

FIGURE '1:1. Cascoded Current Source with compliance to -
V 5+5V (using zener diode for bias). 

In most applications. JFETs make the best cascoding devices. 
but bipolar transistors and MOSFETs can also be used. 
MOSFETs can provide equivalent AC and DC performance 
to JFETs. Bipolar ·devices may offer better high frequency 
performance. but have a limited DC output impedance. The 
output impedance of a bipolar cascoded current source is 
limited by changes in base current with changes in collector 
voltage. The maximum output impedance of a bipolar cas
coded current source is b • ~. where b is the current gain of 
the bipolar device. and ~ is its output impedance 
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200µA Floating Cascoded 
Current Source Using REF200 
Floating cascoded current sources with typical output im
pedances exceeding I oon can be easily implemented. Us
ing the REF200 and a few external devices. sources of 
;200µA. 300µA. and 400µA can be strapped together. 

The 200µA floating cascoded current source is shown in 
Figure 28 It is made using a cascoded current source and a 
cascoded current sink each biasing the other. Low voltage 
compliance is limited to about 8V by the sum of the gate 
1

reference voltages. High voltage compliance is limited by 
the lower voltage rated FET. 

100pA 
0.01pF 

21-45116 

I.ow 

Regulatlon (15V-30V) a 0.00005%/V (10GO) 

FIGURE 28. Cascode~ 200µA Aoating Current Source. 

300µA Floating Cascaded 
Current Source Using REF200 

The 300µA floating currenl source is shown in Figure 29. It 
is similar to the 200µA current source shown in Figure 28. 
except the current source in the ca.,;coded sink section is 
derived from the mirror. The gate reference for the sink 
cascode is derived from the series combination of the mirror 
input and a 27kn resistor. The extfl:I IOOµA is obtained by 
summing the other I 00µA current source into the sink 
cascode device. Compliance limits are the same as for the 
200µA ca.,;coded source. 

400µA Floatlng cascoded 
Current Source Using REF200 
The 400µA floating: ca.~oded current source is .shown in 
Figure 30. It is the similar to the 300µA cascoded current 
source. except that the mirror is driven by a cascaded 200µA 
current source derived by the parallel combination of the 
two current sources in the REF200. The low voltage compli
ance of this circuit is about IV better than the previous two 
circuits ·because the mirror compliance is about IV better. 
High voltage compliance is still limited only by the break
down of the lower rated FET. 
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1~ 

2N5118 

4 
Out 

Low 

RegulaUon (15V--30V) a 0.00003%/V (10GO) 

0.01µF 

100µA 

FIGURE 29. Cascoded 300µA Floating Current Source. 
' .· 

High 

100pA 

2N5118 

Low 

Regulallon (15V-30V) a 0.00025%IV (10GD), 

0.01µF 

FIGURE 30. Cascoded 400µA Aoating Current Source. 

NOISE REDUCTION Of CURRENT SOURCES 
In many modem systems, noise is the ultimate limit to 
accuracy. And in some systems. performance can be im
proved· with a lower noise current source. Current source 
noise can be reduced by filtering, using the same basic 
principals used . f ~r noise reduction of voltage references'. 
Reducing the noise bandwidth by filtering can reduce the 
total noise by the square root of the bandwidth reduction. 
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One current source noise reduction circuit is shown in 
Figure 31. It is basically a FET cascode circuit with the 
addition of an RC noise filtering circuit The FET, as biased 
by the lOOµA current source, forces an accurate DC voltage 
across the · circuit. · 

Without the capacitor, noise from the current source would 
feed directly through to the output. The capacitor filters the 
noise at a -3dB frequency of 1/(2 • 1t • R• C), or about 30Hz 
in this example. Filtering below this frequency will not 
reduce noise further, since the 30Hz pole is already below 
the 1/f comer of the current source, and noise can not be 

, reduced by filtering in the 1/f region. Also, the noise of the 
FET and resistor are not filtered. Still, using this circuit, the 
noise is reduced from the typical 20pANHz to less than 
lpANHz. 

-15V 

' FIGURE 31. Current noise from a current source can be 
filtered using this circuit 

The value of the resistor used in the noise reduction circuit 
determines its ultimate performance. Although the noise of 
the resistor increases with the square root of its value, its 
noise degenerating effect reduces noise linearly. Therefore, 
the noise is reduced by the square root of the resistor 
increase. The practical limit for the noise reduction is the 
voltage drop which cari be placed across the resistor. 

Mathematically, current noise· due to the resistor is the 
, resistor thermal noise divided by the resistor value. 

-10 - ~ 
I _ (1.3• 10 )VK = (1 3. 10-10)/-'ir 

RNOISB R ' V" 

In addition to noise reduction, these circuits have the other 
advantages of a FET cascoded current sink; output imped
ance in the 00 region, improved AC performance, and high 
voltage compliance limited only by the FET. 

0.1pF 

-15V 

FIGURE 32. Current Noise Filtering Circuit with compli
ance below ground. · 

APPLICATIONS OF FIXED 
.CURRENT SOURCES 
VOLTAGE REFERENCES 
USING CURRENT SOURCES 
Many design problems can be easily solved with inexpen
sive, easy-to-use current sources like the REF200. Although 
applications are endJess, the collection of circuits that fol
lows is intended.to stimulate your thinking~ several broad 
categories: fixed voltage refe~~s, floating voltage refer
ences, current excitation, fixed current references, · steered 
current references, and biasing. , 

.Current sources are a versatile means .of forming voltage 
references. Why not just use a voltage reference? With a 
current source, a single resistor provides a programmable 
voltage source of any value. Low voltage references are 
often needed, and with this approach, it's as easy to get a 
lmV reference as it is to get a lOV reference. Also, the 
voltage can be referenced anywhere-to the positive rail, the 
negative rail, or floating anywhere in between. 

When impedances driven by the voltage reference are high, 
With a 501dl resistor, the minimum theoretical noise is the voltage output from the resistor derived voltage refer-
.6pANHz, with lOldl, it is 1.3pANHz. Noise measurements ence can be used directly. Toe lOOµV reference shown in 
of the circuit using both lOldl and 50kn resistors and the Figure 33 can be used directly in voltage-to-frequency 
Siliconix J109 FET agree with these·· theoretical numbers converter (VFC). auto-zero applications where an off-zero 
within 20%. reference is needed (since zero frequency would take forever 
The noise reduction circuit in Figure 31 has a low voltage to measure, off-zero techniques are often used for calibrat-
compliancelimitnearground Forcompliance below ground, ing VFCs). Where a lower output impedance is needed, a 
use the circuit shown in Figure 32. simple buffer can be added as shown in Figure 34. 
BURR-mo 
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Vo.rr 
100µV 

FIGURE 33. IOOµV Reference for VFC off-zeroing. 

100pA 

>--+----Van 
1V 

10k0 

FIGURE 34. Buffered Voltage Reference. 

For a noating voltage reference. simply drive the reference 
low side (grounded side of the voliage-setting resistor) as 
shown in Figure 34A. Notice that in addition to the swing 
limitations imposed by the op amp input common-mode 
range and output range. the reference high side swing is 
limited to 2.5V from the positive rail by the REF200's 
minimum compliance voltage. The low side swing is limited 
only by the op amp. If the reference voltage is more than 
about JV this limitation can be eliminated by adding gain as 
shown in Figure 34B. In this example. the IV across the 
reference setting-registor is amplified to 5V at the output. 
Since there is always 4V between the output and the op amp 
input~. the high-side swing is not limited by the current 
source compliance or the op amp input common mode 
range. It is limited only by the op· amp out put swing 
capability. 

Where the voltage reference is lower than about 3 V. the high 
side compliance will still be limited by the current source 
compliance. In these situations. consider the circuit shown in 
Figure 34C. In this case. the op amp noninverting input is 
driven while the current source connects to the other op amp 
input and a voltage setting resistor with its other tenninal 
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connected to the output. High-side compliance is limited 
only by the op amp. Another advantage of this circuit is its 
high input inpedance. The disavantage is limited low side 
CC:)µtpliance. Current source compliance limits swing to the 
negative rail to 2.SV - regardless of the op amp input 
common mode range. 

v .. --__, 

FIGURE 34A. Floating Voltage Reference. 

10.2k0 

-:-

FIGURE 34B. Floating Voltage Reference with high-side 
compliance limited only by op amp output 
swing capability. 

100JIA 

-v. 

C, 
0.01pF 

10k0 

AGURE 34C. Floating Low Voltage Reference with high 
impedance input drive and high-side output 
compliance limited only by op amp output 
swing capability. 
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OP AMP OFFSET 
ADJUSTMENT USING SmV REFERENCE 
Op amp offset adjustment circuits are another application for 
millivolt level references. Many op amps. especially duals 
and quads. have no built-in provision for offset adjustment. 
Even when offset adjustment pins are provided. using them 
can degrade offset voltage drift and stability (e.g. the drift of 
a typical bipolar input op amp is increased 3µVfC for each 
millivolt of offset adjustment). External offset ~djustment 
circuits are commonly used to solve these problems. 

Conventional external offset adjustment circuits can · add 
problem. .. of their own. Many of these circuit .. use the op amp 
power supplies as references. Power supply variation feeds 
directly into the op amp input. This error appears as poor 
power supply rejection. Likewise. noise from the power 
supplies appears as op amp input referred noise. 

100pA 

I 
I 
I 

t-= 
100pA 

I 
I 
I 

The circuits shown in Figures 35 and 36 solve these prob
lem. ... REF200 current sources provide regulated ±SmV 
references for stable off set adjustment. This approach pro
vides a truly precision offset adjustment free from problems 
a .. sociated with power supply variations, noise, and drift. 

The circuit shown in Figure 35 uses a pair of 5 Ul resistors 
connected to ground to establish the ±Sm V reference. A pot 
connected acros. .. this reference allows a ±5mV offset adjust
ment range. Additional pots can be coMected. but be sure to 
maintain a parallel resistance >500 to get >±5mV range. 

The second circuit. Figure 36. uses a special potentiometer 
manufactured by Bourns. It is especially designed for op 
amp ort:..et adjustment. It ha... a tap at the center of the 
element which can be connected to ground. Using this 
connection eliminates the 51n resistors needed in the first 
circuit. 

2kn Unear 

Von • V., • (-R1/ R.l 
Offset Adjustment Range - !5mV 

FIGURE 35. Op Amp Offset Adjustment Circuit uses the two I OOµA current sources from a REF200 to provide accurate ±5mV 
references. 

100pA RA 
V., a--.,J\/'iif'---._--JW---, 

1oon 
Bourns Trimpol" 

Von• V., • (-A.I R.J 
1 OOpA Offsel Adjustmtlnl Range .1:5rnv 

-v .. 

FIGURE 36. Op amp offset adjustment circuit using Bourns Trimpor!·. 
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WINDOW COMPARATOR USING 
FLOATING VOLTAGE REFERENCE 
The window comparator circuit. Figure 37. is an example of 
a noatiilg ref crence application. Here. a pair of current 
sources is used to provide a floating: bipolar window voltage 
dri\'en· by lhe V CE."il'ER input. Vt, is low when V1 is either 
above V C'E'.\TER + I OOµA • R. or below V cE:-.TER - I OOµA • R. 
Otherwise.· V., is high.· By using: different values for the 
programming: resistors. the threshold can be set asymmetri
cally around V C'E'.l.'TER if desired. 

RTD EXCITATION USING CURRENT REFERENCE 
Current sources are often used for excitalion of resistor type 
sensors such a.-. RTDs. If 1he RTD is located remotely. as it 
often is. voltage drops in the interconnecting: wire can cause 

Vt-1 a----4.-----~~ 

excessive errors. The usual solution to this problem is to use 
four wire Kelvin connections. Two wires are used to carry 
the currenl excitation signal to the RTD. The other two wires 
sense the voltage across the. RTD. With f\O current flowing 
in the sense connection, there is no error due to wire 
resistance. , 

One problem is that the addilional wiring can be very 
expensive. The three wire circuit shown in Figure 38 saves 
one wire. 200µA is used .for excitation of a I kO RTD, and 
a matching 'current from the current mirror is forced in the 
ground connection. The voltage drops through the two wires 
cancel thereby eliminating error. 

Notice also. that one common wire (shown as a shield} can 
serve multiple sensors. Each additional RTD only needs one 
additional pair of wires. 

+SV 

1kQ 

1/2LM393 

1/2LM393 

' The Window 

100;&A )11 
-v, ! ,~!'", 

-Vw +Vw 
v .. 

Yw• 100pA• R 

FIGURE 37. Window compara1or with voltage programmable window center, and resistor programmable window width. 

394 
BURR•m· 

Burr-Brown IC A.pplications Handbook • El~ 



· ,o,, Call Customer Servic•e at 1·800·548·6132 (USA. Only) 

cable Shield 

RTD 

Von • Gain • 200µA • A RTD 

REF200 

- ~v, 

FIGURE 38. RTD excitatio~ with three-wire lead resistance compensation. 

DEAD BAND CIRCUITS 
~SING CURRENT REFERENCE 
Servo control systems frequently use dead-band and limiting 
circuits. The precision dead-band -circuit shown in Figures 
39 and 40 demonstrates the use of a current source as a fixed 
reference. To understand how it works, notice that, without 
the current reference, the circuit is an inverting half wave 
rectifier. Positive inputs drive the op amp output negative 
and feedback is through forward biased D1• No current flows 
through reverse biased D2, and the output is held at virtual 
ground by~-

Negative inputs forward bias D2 and drive the output posi
tive. Feedback to the output through ~ eliminates error due 
to the diode drop, and the circuit functions as a precision 

+1SV 

R, 100pA A 

SOld2 so~ 
v,. ---Ml'-+------J\f,,/4..---, 

unity gain invener (V
O 

=-V 1 ). (Adding the current reference 
pre-biases to the input so ~t the output remains at virtual 
ground until the input current through R, exceeds 100µ.A.) 
The output is, z.ero (dead) until V1 < ±100µ.A • R,. An 
alternate approach would be to pre-bias. the input through a 
precision resistor connected to a voltage reference, but that 
would add noise gain increasing offset, drift, and noise at the 
outpuL ' 

For a negative dead-band use the circuit shown in Figure 40. 
It's the same circuit with the diodes reversed. 

For a double dead-band, use the circuit shown in Figure 41. 
It uses both the positive and negative dead-band circuits 
summed together by a third amplifier. 

Vorr 

++to . 
t 
t 
t i +S 

+10 i +5 
~--~--I-----&- v. 

! -+-s 
t 
t 
t 

V1>-5V:V 0 •0 
V,c-5V: V0 --V 1-5V 
(Dead to tOOpA • R1) 

+-10 

FIGURE 39. Precision positive dead-band circuit 
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R, 
SOkn 

R, 
5Ckn v .. --~fW"'"-P-----,M.,._ __ 

1N4148 

10pF 

1oo,,A 

-15V 

FIGURE 40. Precision negative dead-band circuit. 

v ... 

-15V 

R 
50kn 

R 
50kn 

+15V 

100JIA 

1N4148 

R 
50kn 

R 
50kO 

FIGURE 41. Precision double dead-band circuit. 
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V,c5V: V0 • 0 
V1>5V: V0 • 5V-V, 
(Dead to -100JIA • R,) 

V1>5V:V 0 • V,-5V 
V,cJ.N:V 0 • V,+5V 
(Dead to :1:1 OOpA • ~1) 

Von 

+ +10 

1 i +5 

i 
! 
! 
1~ 
+ -10 

Von T +10 

t 
' 

t + -10 
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BIDIRECTIONAL CURRENT SOURCES·. 
One of the advantages in working with currents is that they 
can be steered by diodes or switches without error. As long 
as no current is lost through leakage. voltage drops in series 
with current signals do not diminish their accuracy. 

The bidirectional current source shown in Figure 42 is a 
versatile circuit. building block and an excellent example of 
diode s~eering. This two-terminal element is basically a full• 
wave bridge rectifier circuit with a current source connected 
between its DC terminals. A positive signal on the left 
terminal with respect to the right ·reverse bi~s D3 and D" and 
accurately steers current through D1 and D

2
• A negative 

signal reverses the situation and accurately steers the same 
current i~ the opposite dire~tion. 

For one diode drop better compliance. use the bidirectional 
current source shown in Figure 43. The disadvantages of this 
circuit are that two current sources are required. and the 
inherent current matching of the previous circuit is lost~ 

D, D, 

Blclireetional 
Current Source 

--@--
NOTE: All diodes• 1N4148. 

FIGURE 42. Bidirectional current source. 

1~ o, 

Bidiredlonal 
Current Source 

--@-
NOTE: All diodes• 1N4148. 

FIGURE 43. Bidirectional current source with improved 
compliance. 

LIMmNG CIRCUITS USING 
BIDIRECTIONAL CURRENT SOURCES 
The precision double limiting. circuit shown in Figure 44 
puts the·bidirectional current source to work. To understand 
how this circuit works. notice that without R

1
• it functions as 

a precision unity•gain amplifier. The· input signal is con• 
nected to the non•inverting terminal of A1• Feedback to the 
ir:ver1ing tenninal is through the bidirectional current source. 
voltage•follower connected A •• and the lkO resistor. When 
less than I OOµA is demanded from the current source. it 
saturates and the total voltage drop acros.c; the bidirectional 
current source is less than about 2V plus two diode drops. 
Since no current nows in the I kn resistor. the circuit output 
voltage must equal the input voltage and errors due to A, und 
the drop acros.c; the current source are eliminated. The I k• 
I OOpF network provides compen.c;ation for the extra phase 
shifl in the feedback loop. 

1ra·m· E:H$C 811rr-Brow11 IC Applications Handbook 

When R1 is-added. the circuit still functions as a follower for 
small signals where the current through R1 is less than 
l OOµA. When the current reaches I OOµA, the current source 
becomes active and limits the output voltage. With the 
bidirectional current source. the circuit limits symmetrically 
in both directions. 

v .. 

Von• V11 (-6V cV11c5V) 

Von• 5V <V11> 5V) 
v_. -5V <V .. c-5V) 
(V- • 100l,IA • R) 

1ka 

v_ 

-:_::· +10 7.5V IR • 75ka) ___ ,,. ______ _ 

t •5 •• 5.0V (R • SOldl) 

, ••••••••••••• ;~(R • 25kQ) 
-10 -S : 

·1·········1····-··•: •----1 
-2.SV (R • 2:Sknl........... ; +5 +10 

-S.OV (R • SOkD) T:; -S 

' -7.SV (A • ?!CBL..,/ 
: 

+-10 
v .. 

FIGURE 44. Precision double limiting circuit 

v_.v .. (V.cSV} 
v_. sv <V .. >SV} 
(V- a 100)IA • R) 

1ka 

~+10 

l : t +5 
• •••••••••••• .!!;..5YJR • 25k0) 

,. •• !.:~JR • 75kn) .. 
/ s.av (R • SOkQ) 

-10 -S : 

·f·········l····-·••: •-··-··t···-·····f· v .. ! +5 +10 

+-s 
i 
+-10 

FIGURE 45. Precision limiting circuit. 
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If a limit in just one direction is required. replace the 
bidirectional current source with a current source nnd single 
diode as shown in Figure 45. For limiting in the opposite 
direction. reverse the polarity of the current source and 
diode.· 

PRECISION TRIANGLE WAVEFORM GENERATOR 
USING BIDIRECTIONAL CURRENT SOURCES 
The precision triangle wavefonn generator shown in Figure 
46 makes use of two bidirectional current sources. One 
steers a precision cu~nl signal into the integrating capacitor 
connected to the inverting input of the op amp. The other 
steers a precision current into the I 0kn resistor connected to 
the positive op amp tenninal to provide ±IV hysteresis. The 
result is a relaxation oscillator with precision triangle and 
square wave outputs of ±IV. 

Tnm,gloOulpul 

·le 

Square0u~I 
100iiA Bldirodlonal 

, Soo Figures 42,43 R 
10kQ 

DUTY CYCLE MODULATOfl USING : ,: 
BIDIREt;TIONAL CURRENT SOURC~S 
The precision duty cycle. modulator shown in Figure 47 is a 
variation of the triangle generator,. Here the integrating 
capacitor is replaced by a true integrator formed by A1 and 
C. This allows the summation of a ground referenced signal 
through.the IOOkO input resistor. With no input signal. the 
output is asquare wave with 5_0% duty cycle. Input signals 
sum into t~e integrator ths:ough the IOOkO resistor. The 
integrator then slews f aster'in one direction. and slower in 
the other. The result is a'linear duty cycle modulation of the 
outpui signal. The mod~lator is said to be duty cycle rather 
than' pulse width because the ou1put frequency varies some
what with. input signal. For a constant frequency duty cycle 
modulator add a resistor in series with the inverting input of 
A2 arid driv~ that input with a resistor coupled clock signal. 

N_ 2Vp-p 

JlJl 2Vp-p 

Frequency • 1i4RC (Hz) 
Froqucncy. 25/C (Hz)- Whclro: C Is In pF and R • 10kD 

FIGURE 46. Precision triangle wavefonn generator. 

R 
100kn 

v .. ------..1\/\/\r-----------, 

V., • 10V: Duty Cycle• 100% 
v .. • OV: Duly Cycle• 50% 
v .. • -tOV: Duly Cycle•°"• 

FIGURE 47. Precision duly-cycle modulation circui~ .. 
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100pA Bldlrectlonal 
See Figures 42.43 

1 OOpA Bidirectional 
See Figures 42.43 

12Vp-p 
Duly Cydo Out ' 
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Notice thm the duty-cycle modulator has a true integrating 
input. This is in contrast to conventional modulators which 
simply use a comparator connected between the input signal 
und a precision triangle wave. With the conventional ap
proach. at crossing. input noise feeds through at the com
parator bandwidth resulting in jitter. Not only does the 
integrating input filter out input noise. it can be synchro
nized to input noise (such ac; 60Hz). completely notching out 
its effect. If integration takes place over one or ""ore com
plete cycles of the noise signal. the undulation.c; of the noise 
signal are exactly averaged out. 

SLEW RATE LIMITER 
In some applications. especially when driving inductors. it is 
necessary to limit the signal slew rate. The rate limiting 
circuit shown in Figure 48 uses a diode bridge for current 
steering in a different way. Here two current s9urces.are 
connected. one to the positive terminal and one to the 
negative terminal. of the bridge. Without the capacitor. the 
circuit would act as a unity gain inverting ampliner. Feed
back through the IOk!l- IOk!l resistor network drives the 
ieft side of the bridge. The right side of ihe bridge follows. 
driving the op amp inverting input. Voltage offset due to 
diode mismatch can be mitigated by ~sing a monolithic 
bridge such as the one specified. When the integrator capaci
tor is added. charging and discharging current must flow to 
maintain the virt_ual gmund. ~u~ _when that c_u~nt exceedc; 
I OOµA. the bridge reverse biases limiting the output slew 
rate to I OOµA/°C regardless of input signal rate. 

SINGLE SUPPLY INSTRUMENTATION AMPLIFIER 
Single power supply systems i,re c?mmon and the need for 
instrumentation· a~plificrs (IAs) to ~perate in this environ-

V, 1Dk0 

-v. 

FIGURE 48. Rate limiting circuit. 
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ment is critical. While single supply op amps have been 
available for many years. single supply I As have not. What's 
more. single supply IAs can not be made by simply using 
single supply op amps in the traditional manner. In a con
ventional IA topology the outputs as well as the inputs 
would need to swing to the negative rail. Although some op 
amps come close. no amplifier output can swing all the way 
to its power supp~y rail. especially when driving a load. 

The single supply IA circuit shown in Figure 49 solves this 
problem by simply level shifting the input signal up by a 
Vbe with a matched pair of matched PNP input transistors. 
The transistors are bia-;ed as emitter followers by the 1 OOµA 
current sources in a REF200. The ensuing circuit is a 
traditional three op amp.IA. OPAI013s are used for input 
amplifiers because thcWare designed for single supply op
eration and their output can also swing near the negative rail. 
The Burr-Brown INA 105 is used ac; a difference amplifier. 
All critical resistor matching is taken care of by the INA l05. 
The common mode range of the single supply IA typically 
extendc; to 0.SV below the negative rail with a typical CMR 
better than 86dB. 

VOLTAGE CONTROLLED 
CURRENT SOURCE USING INA105 
The modified Howland current pump (Figures 50-52) is an 
extremely versatile voltage controlled current source. Since 
ii has differential inputs. you can ground one input and drive 
the other to get either an invening or noninvening transfer 
function.·lf you drive both inputs.the output current will be 
proportio~al to the voltage difference between the inpuLc;. 

What's more. unlike current sources made with a series pa.c;s 
element. which can either sink or source cu·rrenl. this currem 
source has a bipolar output. It 'can both sink and source 
curre~t. · · · · 

IOkQ 

C 

Diodes: 1N41•8, or Butr-~ PW57•o-3 tor baller VOil. 
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.--------------,-------- +v. 

1/2OPA1013 

V0 • +In - (-In) 
Input Common Mode Range: to -V • (and below). 

FIGURE 49. Single-supply inslrumentation amplifier. 

Use of this circuit was limited in the past due to the critical 
resistor matching and resistor TCR 1racking requirements. 
By using the INA I 05 difference amplifier. 1he circuit can be 
easily implemented with lhe addilion of 1wo I% resis1ors. 
Mulching of the ex1emal resislors is importanl. bul since 
they add to the internal 25k.Q resistors. the matching require
ment is divided down by the ratio of resistance. 

Outpul impedance of lhe currenl source is proportional 10 
lhe common mode rejection (CMR) of the difference ampli
fier. Mismatch of feedback resistors in the difference ampli-

INA105 
v2 

~ R 

R 

ICUT • (V, - V:> (1125k + 1/R) 
i 

112OPA1013 

Butr-Brown INA105 

(+15V) 

-v, 
(-15V) 

fier caused by the exlernal resistors will degrade CMR and 
lower the current source output impedance. Resistor match 
of 0.002% is rctjuired for IOOdB CMR in a unity gain 
difference amplifier. Depending on the value of the external 
resistor and output impedance requirement. it may be neces
sarr to trim the external resistor. 

When the value of the external resister becomes large 
consider the alternate circuit shown in Figure. 51. 

v, INA105 

v, R 

! 
1oi,r • (V,-VJ/R 

FIGURE 51. Voltage-controlled current source with differ-
FIGURE 50. Voltage-controlled current source with differ- ential input,; and bipolar output and circuit to 

ential inputs and bipolar output. eliminate feedback resistor error. 
BURR•Bme 
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You need an extra amplifier to drive the feedback resistor in 
the difference amplifier, but only one external resistor is 
required, and no matching or trimming is needed. 

In any case the output impedance of the current source can 
be approximated by the following relationship: 

Where: 

Z0 = equivalent output impedance of current source [0] 

CMRR = difference amp common mode rejection ratio 
[dB] 

(for Figure 50) 
Rx = parallel combination of external resistor and 25kn 

R • 25kn 
Rx-------

R + 25kn 

(for Figure 51) 
Rx = external resistor [O] 

The INA,105 can source 20mA and sink 5mA. If higher 
output current is required, add a current buff er as shown in 
Figure 52. The OPA633 shown allows output currents up to 
±lOOmA. Since the buffer is within the feedback loop, its 
DC errors have no effect on the accuracy of the current 
source. When using other buffers make sure that their 
bandwidth is large enough not to degrade circuit stability. 

If you want voltage gain in the voltage to current converter, 
use the INA106 for a gain-of-ten difference amplifier. 

Don't forget that source impedance adds directly to the input 
resistors of the difference amplifier which can degrade its 
performance. A source impedance mismatch of 50 will 
degrade the CMRR of the INAI05 to 80dB. If you are 
driving the circuit from an amplifier or other low impedance 
source, this should not be a problem If you have higher 
source impedances, buffer the driven input(s) of the differ
ence amplifier, or use an instrumentation amplifier such as 
the INAl 10 instead of a difference amplifier. 

25kQ 25kQ 

!cur• (V, -VJ (1125k + 1/R) 
'wra 100mAmax 

R 

R 

VOLTAGE CONTROLLED CURRENT 
SOURCE WITH INSTRUMENTATION 
AMPLIFIER INPUT -THE XTR101 
The XTRIOl is a floating current source designed for two 
wire 4-20mA current loop applications. It is a voltage 
controlled current source with a precision instrumentation 
amplifier inpuL It also contains two matched 1 mA current 
sources which makes it suited for remote signal conditioning 
of a variety of transducers such as thermocouples, RTDs 
thermistors, and strain gauge bridges. 

Figure 53 shows the XTRlO 1 connected as a temperature 
controlled current source. The temperature sensing element 
is a thermocouple, and cold junction compensation is pro
vided by the diode. 

The product data sheet for the XTRlOl, (PDS-627) gives 
operating details for the device and shows several other 
applications. 

SINGLE SUPPLY VOLTAGE 
CONTROLLED CURRENT SOURCE-THE XTR110 
The XTRl 10 is a precision single supply voltage to current 
converter. Although it is designed specifically for three wire 
4-20mA current transmission it can also be used in more 
general voltage to current source applications. As shown in 
Figure 54, it contains: a precision 10.0V reference and input 
resistor network for span offsetting (OV In = 4mA Out), a 
voltage to current converter for converting a ground refer
enced input signal to an output curren( sink, and a current 
mirror for turning the output of the current sink into a current 
source. 

The current mirror has a gain ratio of 10: 1 and uses an 
external pass transistor to minimi7.C internal thermal feed
back and improve accuracy. Since the mirror transistor is 
external, an external mirror ratio setting resistor can be 
added for an arbitrarily high output current 

Both the voltage to current converter, and the current mirror 
use single supply op amps so that the input and output 
signals can go to i.ero. lo the case of the mirror op amp, the 
common mode range goes to the positive power supply rail 
rather than common. 

The following table shows a range of input-output spans that 
is available simply by pin strapping the XTRllO. 

Input Output 
Rango Range Pin Pin Pin Pin Pin 

(V) (mA) 3 4 5 9 10 

(>-10 0-20 Com Input Com Com Com 
2·10 4·20 Com Input Com Com Com 
0-10 4-20 +10 Input Com Com Opon 
0-10 5-25 +10 Input Com Com Com 
0•5 0•20 Com Com Input Com Com 
1·5 4·20 Com Com Input Com Com 
0-5 4•20 +10 Com Input Com Opon 
0•5 5•25 +10 Com Input Com Com 

FIGURE 52. Voltage-controlled current source with differ- For moro details and applications. requost product data sheet PDS-555. 

ential inputs and current boosted bipolar out-
put. 
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NOTE: (I) R1 • 1520 to give 4•20mA 
Out for 58mV In Type J lllennocouple 
wiU11000-C lemperaturochange. 

TypeJ 

0.0tµF 

XTR101 

tmA 

. 4-20mAOut 

FIGURE 53. Temperature-controlled current source using XTRlOL 

15 Force 

12 
10.0V Sense 
Out 

4 

3 

s .-------' 

Gnd2 

XTR110 

10.0V 
Rel 

-:-

1562.50 

+v • 
.------a1s I 

6250n 

-------10 

_______ _.9 

FIGURE 54. Precision single-supply voltage-to-current source transmitter-the XTRl 10. 
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CURRENT RECEIVER WITH 
COMPLIANCE TO BOTH POWER 
SUPPL V RAILS USING THE INA105 
Meac;uring current signals can be as simple as feeding the 
current into a precision resistor (V = I • R). If needed. the 
voltage developed across the resistor can be buffered or 
amplified with an operational amplifier. 
If common-mode signals are present on the current return 
end of the sense resistor. an instrumentation amplifier (IA) 
can be used to reject the common mode signal and reference 
the output signal to ground. However. a limitation of con
ventional IAs is that their common mode input range is 
limited to less than l 0V. 

When you need to reference the current return of the sense 
resistor to a higher common mode voltage. consider one of 
the following difference amplifiers. 

Input Common Other 
Model Mode Range Features ; 

(1) ', ·, 

INA105 ±20V 

INA117 J:200V 

RCV420 ±40V (2) 

NOTES: (1) Common-mode Input range specified for operation on standard 
±15V power supplies. (2) Also c:ontalns a precision reference and offsetting 
cilcultly to get 0-SV oulpUIS with 4-20mA Inputs. 

Figure 55 shows a current receiver using the-Il"AI05. The 
input current signal is sensed across 1000 resistor, Rs. 
connected to the negative power supply rail. Connecting the 
sense resistor to a power supply rail instead of ground 
maximizes the voltage drop available across the current 
tran.c;mitter. 

Voltage divider action of the feedback resistors within the 
INA I05 divide the common-mode input by two~ Therefore. 
common mode input' signals of up to ±20V are attenuated'to· 
an acceptable level of no more than ± I 0V at, the. op amp 
inputs. 

... 
Oto 1omA 

i. 

I\ 
1000 

I 

L 

INA105 

v_ 
Oto-1V 

FIGURE 55. Current-to-voltage convener referenced to 1he 

Matching resistor. RM. preserves the resistance match of the 
INA 105 and maintains its high common-mode rejection 
(CMR). Because 1000 is small compared to the 25k!l 
difference resistors. a I % tolerance is sufficient to maintain 
86dB CMR. 

The INAIOS references the output signal to ground with a 
gain of one. For a 0-IOmA input the output is Oto -IV (a 
transfer function of -IOOV/A). If a positive transfer function 

, is desired. interchange the input pins of the difference 
amplifier. To reference current signals to the positive rail. 
simply connect the sense resistor and the other difference 
amplifier input to that point. 

The 25k'1 input impedance of the difference amplifier 
causes a slight error by shunting .a portion of the input 
current signal. In the noninvening configuration. the match
ing resistor lowers the difference amplifier gain. but since 
the shunting input impedance of the noninvening input is 
50k!l. for a unity gain difference amp. lhc enor turns out to 
be the same. For a 1000 sense resistor. the enor is a· 
approximately 0.4%. For better accuracy. select a slightly 
higher value sense resistor to compensate for the enor 
according to the following equation. 

25k • X 
Rs= RM= _2_5_k ___ x __ 

Where: 
X = desired transfer function [V/A] 

For example: 
For IV/IOmA (IOOV/A) from Figure 55: 
Rs= R,.._= 100.40 , 

POWER AMP LOAD CURRENT 
MONITORING USING THE INA105 OR THE INA117 
The INAI 17 is a difference amplifier similar to the INA105 
except that it has a 20/1 input divider allowing a ±200V 
common mode input range. It also has an internal gain of 20 
providing an overall gain of one. The penalty is that ampli
fier DC errors. and resistor and amplifier noise are amplified 
by 20. Still for 200V applications that do not require gal
vanic isolation its has better perfonnance than. isolation 
amplifiers. and it does not require an isolated power supp~y. 

Figure 56 shows a circuit for measuring load current in a 
bridge amplifier application using the INAI 17. At low 
frequencies. a sense resistor could be inserted in 'series with 
the load. and an instrumentation amplifie~ used to directly 
monitor the load current. However. under high frequency or 
transient conditions. CMR enors would limit accuracy. This 
approach eliminates these problems by-gleaning the load 
current from measurements of amplifier supply current. 

The power supply current of one of the bridge op ainps is 
measured using INA 117s and 0.20 sense resistors con
nected to the power supplies. Because the 0.20 sense resis
tor adds negligible resistance error to the 380k0 input 
resistors of the INA 117s. no matching resistors are required. 

,.RR- ~egative power supply rail. 
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R, 
0.2n 

INA117 

6 
e, 

d 
":"' 

Lead _. ,_ 
-:-

e .. ,,i 
2 

R, 
0.20 

3 

-V1 (-200V max) -:-

FIGURE 56. Bridge amplifier load current monitor using the INAI 17. 

To understund how the circuit works. notice that since no 
current flows into the inputs of A

1
: 

ILIIAI> = 1, -1! 
If 
R1 = R!= R 
Then 
e, = 11 • R. 
e! = -1! • R. 

and 
e, + e! = lu,Ao • R 

The INA I 05 is connected as a noninvening summing ampli
fier with a gain of 5 (the accurate matching of the two 25k!l 
input resistors makes a very accurate summing amplifier). 

Then 
c0 = 5(e1 + c!) = 5<1wAo • R). 

since 
R=0.20. 
e0 = ILUAD [IV/A] 

404 

4 to 20mA CURRENT LOOP RECEIVER 
WITH Oto SV OUTPUT USES THE RCV420 

The RCV420 is a current-to-voltage convener designed 
specifically for conversion of 4-20mA input currents into 0-
5V outputs. A pair of precision 750 sense resistors are 
provided internally allowing both invening anf:{ noninvening 
transfer functions. Input common mode signals up to ±40V 
can be accommodated due to the internal 4/1 input attenua
tor. Also, the precision I O.OV reference used for span offseting 
is available to the user. 

Figure 57 shows a typical application. For more details and 
applications, request product data sheet PDS-837. 

VIRTUAL GROUND 
CURRENT-TO-VOLTAGE CONVERTER 
When current-to-voltage conversion with no voltage burden 
is needed. used the transimpedance amplifier Figures 58--
61. In this circuit, an op amp drives the current input node to 
virtual ground by forcing a current equal to 11N through the 
feedback resistor, RFn' Notice that the transfer function is 
invened: 

BURR•Bm• 
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16 4 

NOTE: (1) May Connect to Gnd or up to ±40V. 

FIGURE 57. 4-20mA current loop receiver using the RCV420. 

FIGURE 58. Vinual ground current-to-voltage convener. 

The feedback capacitor. CFR" may be needed for circuit 
stability. To see why. consider the redrawn circuit. Figure 
59. c,s represents the input capacitance of th~ circuit and 
includes input source capacitance. and op amp input capaci
tance. Notice that RFa and c,s form a single pole filter in the 
feedback path 10 the op amp input. Phase delay through this 
circuit subtracts from the op amp phase margin which may 
result in instability. especially with the large values of Rm 
often used in these circuits. If CFR ~ c,s· the phase delay will 
be les.c; than 20° assuring stability with most unity-gain
stable amplifiers. 

PHOTODIODE AMPLIFIER USING 
VIRTUAL GROUND IN CONVERTER 
The photodiode amplifier shown in Figure 60 is a common 
application of the transimpedance (current-to-voltage) am
plifier. In this application. the shunt capacitance of the 
photodiode reacting with the relatively large feedback resis
tor creates excess noise gain. The I pf feedback capacitor 

mm• Burr-Brown IC Applications Handbook 
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FIGURE 59. Vinual ground current-to-voltage convener 
redrawn 10 Illustrate phase delay due to input 
capacitance and feedback resistor. 

minimizes the peaking and improves stability as discussed 
previously. Capacitors with the small values often required 
may be difficult to obtain. By using a capacitor divider 
circuit shown in Figure 60A. a larger value capacitor can be 
used. In this example. the IOpF capacitor. C1• is reduced to 
an effective value of lpF by the R4• R5 10/1 divider. The 
l 00 pF capacitor. C,. keeps the Impedance of the divider low 
beyond the C1• R4 ii R~ zero to maintain C1 's effect. It also 
produces a second-order (40dB/decade) roll-off approxi
mately one decade beyond the C/1 O. R2 pole. 

The addition of two passive components to the standard 
configuration as shown in Figure 61 introduces a second 
pole that significantly reduces noise. The modification also 
has other advantages. 

The added pole of the improved circuit is formed with R
3 

and C,. Because the pole is placed within the feedback loop. 
the amplifier maintains its low output impedance. If the pole 
were placed outside the feedback loop. an additional buffer 
would be required. The extra buffer would add additional 
noise and DC error. 
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c, 
1pF-

Pholadlocle 

Photodlode Equlvalent Circuit c • I, • 1 OWl 
R, = 100Mll '"O 
c0 .. 25pF 

AGURE 60. Standard transimpedance photodiode amplifier. 

-:-

~ 
Photodlodo 

-:- -:-

c, c, 
10pF 100pF 

~----Ea 
E0 + I,• 10MO 

FIGURE 60A. Standard Transimpedance Amplifier with 
capacitor divider and added feedback pole. · 

A, 
10Mn 

Eo-,, • 10Mn 

FIGURE 61. Improved transimpedance photodiocte· ampli-
fier. · 

The•signal bandwidth of both circuits is 16kHz: 

I 
· f_~8 = ------- [Hz] -t standard circuit 

2 • 1t • R! • C1 

I 
f__~ - . [Hz]-+ improved circuit 

2 • Jt • (R! • C, • R3 • C/ 12 · 

Where. for the improved circuit: 
c, • Rl = 2(Cl • R_,) 
and R!>> R_, 

In the standard circuit. a single 16kHz pole is formed by the 
I pf capacitance in the feedback loop. The improved circuit 
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exhibits two pole response. With C1 • R2 = 2 • C2 • ~. the . 
transfer function is two pole Butterwonh (maximally flat in 
the passband). Figure 62 shows the transimpedance fre
quency response of the two circuits. At DC, the gain is 
140d8 or IOV/µA. The frequency response of both circuits 
is 3dB down at I 6kHz. The conventional circuit rolls off at 
20d8/decade, while the improved circuit rolls off at 40dB/ 
decade. 

143 

137 

( 131 

I 125 

119 

,. 

113 
10 

PHOTOOIOOE AMP SIGNAL RESPONSE 

I I 

" J 111 ,\. 
\' 

l:n: - \ 1, 
Clrcull 1 ' 

\ 
I 

100 1k 10k 100k 
Froquonc:y (Hz) 

AGURE 62. Transimpedance signal response of standard 
and improved photodiode amplifier. 

Figure 63 shows the noise gain of both circuits. The noise 
problem is due to the noise gain zero fprmed by the relatively 
high photodiode shunt capacitance. C0 , reacting with the 
high I OM!l feedback resistor. The noise zero occurs at: 

(R, + Rj) 
f z = . · - 673Hz in this example. 

. . 2 • Jt • R
1 

• R
3 

• (C
0 

+ C
1
) 

Both curves show peaking in the noise gain at about 673Hz 
due to the zero formed by the photodiode shunt capacitance. 
The added pole of the ia:nproved circuit rolls off the noise 
gain at a lower frequency. which reduces the 11oise above 
20kHz. Since the signal bandwidth is i 6kHz, ·the region of 
the spectrum above 20kHz contains only noise, ·not signal. 
With the values show,· the improved circuit has 3 times less · 
noise.With.the OPA602 (voltage noise= 12nVNHz), and 
including resistor noise. the improved circuit has 1 Hz to 
100MHz noise of 68µVrms VS 205µVrms for the standard 
circuit. • • 
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PHOTODIODE AMP NOISE GAIN 

I 1111 
--i-,~ -

5
, 1111 .. ... 

' 
.... Circuit 

... 
mprov ,.I\ 
Circuit 

' 

10 ·100 1k 10k 100k 1M 10M 100M 

Frequency (Hz) 

FIGURE 63. Noise gain of standard and improved 
photodiode amplifier~ 

. Another advantage of the improved circuit is its ability to 
drive capacitive loads. Since the output, of the. circuit is 
connected. lo a large capacitor. C,. driving a little extra 
capacitance presents no stability problem~. Although the 
circuit has low DC impedance. the AC lransf er function is 
affected by load. With reasonable loads. the eff ecl is mini
mal. With the values shown. a load of I0ldl in parallel with 
IOOpF has linle effect on circuit response. 

For applications where the photodiode can be . .floated con
sider the noninvening IN cqnvener shown in Figures 64 
and 65. Notice that the buffer amplifier forces zero volts 
across the photodiode as in the conventional 1ransimpedance 
amplifier configuration. · 

FET input amplifiers are commonly used for photodiode 
amplifier applications because of their low i'nput bias cur
rents. However. FET amplifier bias currents increase dra
matically at high temperatures (doubling approximately ev
ery 810 10°C). Seemingly small input bias currents at 25°C 
can become in1olerable at high temperature. An amplifier 
with only I pA bias current al 25°C could have nearly 6nA 
bias current at I 25°C. 

The difference between input bias currents. offset curent. is 
often much better than the absolute bias current The typical 
bias current of an OPA 156. for example. is 30pA. while its 
offset current is 3pA. 

If amplifier bias currenl is a problem consider lhc circuit 
shown in Figure 66. The added bias current cancellalion 
resislor R. cancels the effect of matching op amp inpul bias 
currents. This can provide a ten-to-one or beucr improve
ment in perfonnance since voltage offset is due only to 105 
(offset current) reacting wilh 5MO. 

A word of caution. Many amplifiers. especially bipolar input 
amplifiers. achieve low bias currenl with internal bia.~ cur
rent cancellation circuitry. There may be little or no differ
ence between their IR and l,,s• In this case external bias 
current cancellntion will not improve performance. 

iiRR•BROWN 
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R1 
10Mn. 

AGURE64. 

// 

Photodlode 

FIGURE 65. 

Eo-~•10Mn 

FIGURES 64 and 65. Photodiode amplifier using floating 
vinual ground current-to-voltage 
convener. 

C,2pF 

-=-

>-----Ev 
1:o-1. • 10MQ 

FIGURE 66. Differential Photodiode Transimpedance 
Amplifier gives bias current cancellation. 
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GLOSSARY 
ABBREVIATIONS, DEFINITIONS 
Bidirectional Current Source-A floating current source 
that provides a constant current independent of the polarity 
of applied voltage bias. 

Current Source- This may be a general term for any 
current source, current sink, or floating current source. In this 
text it usually refers to a current generating device referenced 
to a positive fixed potential such as +V5 of a power supply. 
The load must be connected between the current source and 
a more negative potential. 

Current Sink-Current generating device referenced to a 
negative fixed potential such as-Vs of a power supply. The 
load must be connected between the current sink and a more 
positive potential. 

0/fet*-Burr-Brown' s trademark for an integrated circuit 
process which uses dielectric (DI) instead of reverse biased 
junctions (Il) to isolate devices. This technique eliminates 
the substrate leakage inherent in JI processes. The result is 
lower input bias currents for FET input amplifiers, and 
potential for higher temperature operation and radiation 
hardness. 

Floating Current Source-A current generating device 
with both ends uncommitted. The load may be connected to 
either end, or a floating current source may be connected 
arbitrary between two loads. The current sources in the 
REF200 are floating current sources. A floating current 
source may require external power supplies. The floating 
current sources in the REF200 are self powered, and require 
no external power supply. 
IA-Instrumentation Amplifier. An IA is not an op amp. 
Unlike an op amp, an IA amplifies the signal at its inputs by 

a fixed gain. while rejecting the common mode signal. An op 
amp amplifies the signal at its inputs by its open loop gain 
(ideally infinity). An op amp therefore requires feedback 
components to make a useful amplifier. It normally takes 
three op amps and seven precision resistors to make an IA. 

18-Bias current. The DC current that flows into or out of the 
input terminals of an amplifier. 

IC-Integrated circuit. Often implies monolithic integrated 
circui~ which is a single-chip electronic circuit. 

l05-0ffset current. The difference in 1a of the two inputs of 
an amplifier. 

Op Amp-Qperational amplifier. An operational amplifier 
is a very high gain direct current amplifier with differential 
inputs. It is intended for applications where the transfer 
function is determined by external feedback components. 

RTD--Resistor Temperature Device. A precision tempera
ture transducer using platinum as the active element. Values 
at 0°C of 1000, soon, and lOOOQ are standard. Due to the 
high cost of platinum lkO RTDs are becoming more popu
lar. 

TCR-Temperature coefficient of resistance. The change of 
DC resistance with temperature of a resistor. Usually ex
pressed in parts per million per °C [ppml°C]. 

TCR Tracking-The match or tracking over temperature of 
the TCR of two or more resistors. 
Transconductance Amplifiea-A voltage to current con
verter. 
Transimpedance Amplifiea-A current to voltage con
verter. (Sometimes called transadmittance). 

Tho Information providod herein is believed to bo refiablo; however, BURR-BROWN asaumos no rosponsibllayfor inaccuracioa or omissions. BURR-BROWN assumes 
no roaponsiblllty for the use of this information, and all uso of such Information shall bo entirely at the user's own risk. Prices and specifications are subject to chango 
without notice. No patent rights or llconses to any or tho circuits doscribed hefoln are Implied or granted to any third party. BURR-BROWN doeo not authcrlze or warrant 
any BURR-BROWN produd for use In &fe support devlcos and/or oystoms. 
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VOLTAGE-TO FREQUENCY CONVERTERS 
OFFER USEFUL OPTIONS IN A/0 CONVERSION 

Specialized Counting Techniques Achieve Improved Speed and Resolution 

Voltage-to-frequency converters (VFCs) provide unique 
characteristics-when used as analog-to-digital (AID) con
verters. Their excellent accuracy, linearity, and integrating 
input characteristics often provide performance attributes 
unattainable with other converter types. By using efficient 
frequency counting techniques, familiar speed/accuracy 
tradeoffs can be averted. 

Since an analog quantity represented as a frequency is 
inherently a serial data stream. it is easily handled in large 
multichannel systems. Frequency information can be trans
mitted over long lines with excellent noise immunity using 
low cost digital line transmitters and receivers. Voltage 
isolation can be accomplished with low cost optical couplers 
or transformers without loss in accuracy. Many channels of 
frequency data can be efficiently steered to one counter 
circuit using simple digital gating, avoiding expensive ana
log multiplexing circuitry. 

Like a dual-slope AID converter, the VFC possesses a true 
integrating inpuL .While a successive approximation AID 
converter takes a "snapshot" in time, making it susceptible 
to noise peaks, the VFC's input is constantly integra~g. 
smoothing the effects of noise or varying input signals. 

2 3 

When system requirements suggest the VFC as an appropri
ate choice, a frequency measurement technique must also be 
chosen which meets the conversion speed requirements. 

While it is clearly not a "fast'' con~erter, conversion speed 
of a VFC system can be optimized by using efficient 
counting techniques. 

The frequency counting scheme shown in Figure 1 is the 
most commonly used technique for converting the output of 
a VFC to a numerical quantity. A gate time is created by 
dividing a reference frequency down to a suitable period, T. 
The output pulses of the VFC are simply accumulated 
during the time the gate signal is high. If T is equal to one 
second, for instance, the output count M is equal to the VFC 
frequency. Other gate periods (often O.l seconds, 10 sec
onds, etc.) are conveniently scaled by a decimal point shift 
or a simple multiplying factor. The reset circuitry which 
must be used to clear the counter before the next gate period 
occurs is not shown in this simplified diagram. 
Since the gate period is not synchronized to the VFC output 
pulses, there is a potential counting inaccuracy of plus or 
minus one count on M. This is easily seen by imagining a 
sliding window of width T along the VFC output waveform. 

CountorM M=3 
, .. M!...! 

T , .. ~,, 
10 

Reference 
Oscillator 

l 

2 

FIGURE 1. This Simplified Diagram of the Standard Counting Method Shows the Potential Inaccuracies That Can Occur. 
Although the first gate counts three rising edges of the VFC output frequency, f, the second gate period counts only 
two. 
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Counting the rising edges which are seen in that period, you 
can see how, depending on the VFC frequency, a+ one 
count error can occur. 
The resolution which can be achieved by this method is 
related to the gate period, T, times the full-scale frequency 
of the VFC. This is equal to the number of.counts, M, at full 
scale. Many applications require relatively fast conversions 
(short gate periods) with•bigh re$olution. This can only be:·• 
accomplished by the use of a high full-scale frequency. This · 
is an effective solution in many cases, but since VFC 
linearity degrades at high operating frequency, this often 
limits the available accuracy. 

The ratiomelric counting. ~hnique shown in Fi~ 2 (some
times called reciprocal co~ting) eliminates this ttadeoff. 
By counting N counts of a high speed clock which occur 
during an exact integer M counts of the VFC, an_ accurate 
ratio or the unknown VFC frequency to the reference (fj is 
determined. 
This is accomplished by using a D flip-flop clocked with the 
VFC outpuL A new, synchronized gate period is created 
which. is an exact number of VFC pulses in duration. In 
contrasi to the standard counting approach which has a plus 
or minus one count error on M; the synchronized gate 
precisely counts an integer number of VFC pulses. Dunng 
the same synchronized gate period, high speed clock pulses 
are counted. Since these high speed clock pulses are not 
synchronized with the gate, this count bas a plus or minus 
one count error. High resolution is achieved by making the 
reference oscillator a high frequency so the N count is a 
large number. The one count error can· then be made to have 
a small effect on the resulL , 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

The additional resolution of this cowiting teclmique means 
that for·a given conversion 'speed, ~ VFC can now be 
operated at a low frequency where its linearity and tempera
ture drift are excellenL Again, reset and control circuitry 
have not been shown to clearly illustrate the fundamentals of 
the .tec~i_que. 
'The resulting two counts (M and N) are divided to achieve 
the result Qf an individual conversion. This can be done in a 
host processor or mforocontroller along with the offsetting 
and·scaling that often must be performed. 

An example of a AID system design using a VFC is shown 
in Figure 3. It uses a VFCl 10 to convert a Oto lOV input into 
a !Ok.Hz to lOOk.Hz output by offsetting the VFC input with 
a refe~ce voltage. .The 5V reference sets a constant input 
c~nt through R1 which is added to the signal input current 
through RIN •. Since the synchronized gate awaits complete 
cycles of. the VFC to achieve an exact count, a very-low 
VFC frequency would cause the synchronized g~ period to 
be excessively long. The offset at the VFC input allows 
!Ok.Hz (corresponding to OV input) to be counted during the 
desired cdnversion time. 
All ~ounter functions are .provided by a type 8254 counter/ 
wrer·peripheral component which interfaces to many popu
lar microprocessor systems. It contains~ 16-bit coU11ters 
which can be programmed for a variety of functions. Counter 
C2 provided the timing necessary_~ generate the gate signal 
"G". A rising logic edge at the Convert input in~tiates the 
conversion cycle. This causes FFl to latch ''high" Counter. 
C2 is programmed and loaded to count 59,667 clock pulses 
(3.58MHz clock), then reset FFI. This creates a 16.66ms( 1/ 
60s) gate period at "G'". FF2 synchronizes the gate signal 

Na 11 

CoonterM 

CounterN 

f=....M....f, 
N:t1 

, .. _3_,, 
11 :t 1 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

FIGURE 2. The Ratiometric Counting Scheme in This Simplified Diagram Synchronized a Gate Period to the Unknown Input 
· Frequency from the VFC. The synchronized gate is then used to count the high frequern:y reference. The ratio of 

the exact count of M VFC pulses and the reference count, N, provide a more accurate measure of the unknown 
frequency. 
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FIGURE 3. The VFC Input is Offset in this Practical Example so that Low Input Can Be Converted in Short Times. Now the 
N cowit always remains near, 59,700 over the full input range, while the M count ranges from 167 to 1667. 

"G" to an integer number of VFC pulses, creating the 
synchronized gate "SG" Counter •. CO tallies the .exact mun
ber (M) of VFC pulses. while C 1 simultaneously counts N 
high speed clock pulses. 

Conversion to a digital result is completed by reading the 
contents of counters CO and C 1 by the microprocessor. The 
VFC frequency is computed in software as the ratio of M 
and N times the clock frequency. The proper choice of 
counter modes programmed in the setup of the 8254 periph
eral allows counters CO and Cl to be automatically reset at 
the initiation of the next conversion cycle. The Convert 
command can be created by hardware timing or other pe
ripheral hardware can be used to initiate the conversion 
process with software control. 

The seemingly odd gate period time of 16.66ms has a 
definite purpose. Since the integration period of the VFC is 
equal to the counting period, an interfering signal can be 
rejected by counting for one period (or an integer number of 
periods) of the interfering signal. Line frequency noise 
(60Hz) can thus be rejected by counting for 1/60 second or 
16.66ms. Figure 4 shows the noise rejection of an AID 
converter with an integrating (counting) period of T as a 
function of frequency. Using a gate period of 16.66ms, the 
deep nulls in the response curve align with the fundamental 
and all hannonics of 60Hz. The shorter gate periods feasible 
with ratiometric cowiting make the precise choice of the 
gate period important if good line frequency rejection is to 
be achieved. With long gate times the line frequency noise 
is far down the attenuation slope where reasonable noise 
integration is achieved without great concern as to the . 
precise· gate period. Since the actual counting period is 

Faffl .. Burr-Brown IC Applications Handbook 

determined by the synchronized gate, SG, actual gate times 
will depend on the input VFC frequency and how the pulses 
randomly align with the gate. Worst case, however;occurs. 
at low input voltage where the maximum deviation of the 
synchronized gate time from desired 16.66ms to equal to one 
period of the VFC at lOkHz or 0. hm. Even this worst-case 
deviation from the ideal gate period still yields over 40dB 
rejection of 60Hz and its harmonics. 

Conversion data is available 16.66ms after a convert com
mand is issued, yet the counter resolution is one part in 

Froquoncy reaponoo of an 
m lntograllng AID convorter. 
!!. -10 1-------+---1n1ogratlng period,. T. 

f...., ___________ _ , _.. 
-40 1---------+---+-it-t-t-++-,1+ 

-so '---..--...--..-.- ....... ....+---+----1--t-+++l+ff-tttt---,--" 

1/lOT 1/T 31T 
Contera 

10/T 20tr 

FIGURE 4. The Frequency Response of an Integrating AID 
Converter Exhibits a Comb Filter Response. The 
deep nulls. in the response are. very useful for 
rejecting a known interfering signal and its har
monics. 

411 



Far Immediate Assistance, Contact Your Local Salesperson 

59,667. Using standard counting, it would take 0.5 second to 
achieve the same resolution. 

In principle, the resolution which can be achieved with 
ratiometric counting can be improved simply by increasing 
the frequency of the 3.58MHzreference clock. For the same 
16. 7ms counting period, a higher reference frequency would 
produce a correspondingly larger number of N counts, in
creasing the resolution of the resulL (The 8254 is limited to 
16 bits per counter, but counters could be cascaded for more 
resolution.) At some point, however, frequency noise (jitter) 

in the output of the VFC will limit the useful· resolution of 
the result. At this point, counting with greater resolution will · 
produce results which vary from conversion to conversion, 
affected by random jitter of the VFC. 
Figure 5 shows the count repeatability due to frequency · 
noise for a typical VFC 110 as measured with a high-speed 
counter. it shows the repeatability for a 16.66ms counter 
gate time to be better than 18 bits-consistent with the 16 bit 
count used in this example. 
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FREQUENCY-TO-VOLTAGE CONVERSION 
By R. Mark Stitt and Rod Burt (602) 746-7445 

Precision frequency-to-voltage converters (FVC)s can be 
made using voltage-to-frequency converte.rs (VFCs). 
Burr-Brown. offers a complete line of precision free-run-
ning VFCs. . ' 

VFCUO High frequency, low jitter VFC 
4MHz max full-scale, ±0.02% typ linearity at 
2MHz 

VFC121 Precision single-supply VFC (+4.SV to +36V)· 
1.5MHz max full-scale. 0.03% max nonlinearity 
at lOOkHz 

VFC320 Precision VFC 
· 1MHz max full-scale. 0.005% max 

nonlinearity at lOkHz 

This bulletin describes three techniques for making a preci
sion FVC using a VFC. The standard technique has high 
precision. but high ripple or slow settling. Adding an output 
filter can improve the settling-time, ripple trade-off, but 
adds error. A third new technique can eliminate ripple from 
the FVC output and improve settling time by more than 
1000/1 as compared to the conventional FVC. Moreover. 
the DC prec~on is unaffected. 
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FVC APPLICATIONS 
A rapidly-growing application . for frequency-to-voltage 
converters is high-voltage analog signal isolation. High
voltage analog isolation amplifiers (ISO Amps), such as the 
Burr-Brown ISO121, are available for isolating signals up 
to 8000V. Higher voltage isolation of tens-of-thousands or 
even millions of volts as in utility-power-transmission line 
monitoring, nuclear event monitoring, and protection from 
lightning strikes calls for other techniques. You can get 
virtually unlimited isolation by using a voltage-to-frequency 
converter (VFC) to digitize an analog signal and transmit it 
over a fiber-optic data link to a FVC where the signal is 
reconstructed. 

Many times VFCs are favored for analog-to-digital conver
sion because of their integrating input characteristic and 

' · high resolutjon (modem Sigma-delta analog-to-digital con
verters are really a variation of a VFC with digital filtering 

, and encoding). An analog signal digitized by a VFC can be 
transmitted to a remote receiver serially over a single 
twisted pair wire cable or isolated with a single optical 
isolator. At the other end, the digital signal can be both 

c, 

VFC320 

14 

~·~ 
Ono 
Shot 

c; 
I 3300pF 

7 
NPO 

-15V +15V 

FIGURE 1. A Conventional Frequency-to-Voltage Converter. This FVC can be made by connecting a Burr-Brown VFC320 
voltage-to-frequency converter in die FVC Mode. Sele~t C

3 
for ripple/settling-time trade off. 
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digitally processed and reconstructed. to analog. An analog 
signal is of ten required. as· , in medical applications, for. 
bedside monitoring on a CRT or LCD display. The fast- . 
settling, ripple-free ·characteristics· of the FVC described 
here makes it ideal for this i!PPli~tion too. 

THE CONVENTIONAL FVC 

In an conventional FVC, a one-shot-controlled current refer
ence is averaged. A serious problem with the conventional 
FVC results from a trade-off between ripple and settling 
time. Improved resolution··from the FVC demands low 
ripple, but decreasing the ripple increases settling time. 
An · example of a conventional FVC circuit is shown ~ 
Figure 1. It uses a Burr-Brown VFC320 voltage 'to frequency 
converter connected in the FVC mode. The SN74121 one 
shot along ~th input resistors, RI;~. and pull-up resistor Ro 
convert a TTL-logic-level input into a lµs negative-going 
pulse to trip the ground-referenced comparator in the VFC320. 
Wheri tripped, the comparator triggers a precision one shot 
in the VFC320. When triggered, a lmA current reference in 
the VFC320 is switched to the input of an averaging 
transimpedance amplifier for the period of the one shot 

. The transimpedance amplifier can be thought of as an 
integrator. consisting of an op amp in the VFC320 with an 
external integrating capacitor, ¼· ~ current proportional to 
the integrator output voltage is sumined in througn feedback 
resistor, ~- Both the periodic lmA current pulse and the 
current through ~ are µitegrated in ½· '[he average voltage 

+5V 

FIN 
(TTL) 
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11 RICexr 
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a,t the output of, the integrator is proportional to the input 
. frequency, the .. precision one~ot period, the ~nt re(er-

. ence, and the external feedbac~ resistor,~- · 

The duration of ~ o~e-shot period is detemiliied by the 
external one~shot capacitor,½• In this example, the one-shot 
pulse-width is set at 25µs for a full-scale FVC input range of 

· • l OkHz. It has been empirically determined that best VFC or 
FVC linearity is obtained when the one shot pulse width is 
·approximately 25% of the full-scale input period. . 

The integrator output ramps up during the one~shot period, 
integrating the sum of the 1 mA current source and the 
current through the feedback resistor. Then, the one-shot 
output ramps down during· the balance of the input fre
quency period, integrating only the current through the 
feedback resistor. The peak-to-peak value of this ramp 
appears at the FVC output as ripple. 

The value of the integrator capacitor affects the FVC output 
ripple, but does not affect the average DC output voltage. 
Increasing the value of the integrator capacitor decreases the 
voltage ripple, and increases the time for the integrator 
output to settle for a change in input frequency. Settling time 
follows a single pole response. The following relationships 
apply for the conventional FVC: ,. ' · 

'I. , 

V0 =:-FIN• T05 • la,•~ . 
(same for conventional and fast-settling FVC) 

RIPPLE = Tos. IJ~ 

ts=~•½•ln 
(1:) 

13 

100Hz 3-Pole BGSSOI Low-Pasa FIiter 

FIGURE 2. A Conventional Frequency-to-Voltage Converter. This converter with a 3-pole low-pass Bessel filter added to the 
output bas less than lmV ripple at 1.2kHz mid can settle to 0.01% in U~ms. . ' . hft•-~ 
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Where: 

VO = Average output voltage [V] 

F~ = Input frequency [Hz] 
(lOkHz full-scale in this example) 

IR = Current reference [Al 
(lmA for the VFC320) 

T05 = One-shot period [s] 
(2Sµs· in this example) 

ts= time for the ou~t to settle to desir~ tolerance [s] 

~ = Integrator feedback resistor [OJ 
(40kn for lOV full scale output with 10k.Hz 
input) 

RIPPLE= Variation in Yo [Vp-p] 

C3 = Value of integrator capacitor [F] 

P = Desired precision of the output signal 
[% of full-scale] 

CONVENTIONAL FVC PERFORMANCE 
1 

The conventional FVC has excellent DC performance. but 
poor dynamic performance. For example. consider an FVC 
with lOV full-scale output for lOkHz inpuL Using the 

· VFC320 voltage-to-frequency· converter with Ia= 1 mA and 
T 05 = 2Sµs. ~ must be 40ldl. In the conventional FVC. for 
0.01% resolution (lmV ripple). C, must be set to 2SµF and 
settling time is an astoundingly long 9.2s. 

FILTERING THE CONVENTIONAL FVC 
In practice, the settling-time/ripple ttade-off of the conven
tional FVC can be improved substantially by filtering the 
FVC output with a higher-order low-pass filter as shown in 
Figure 2. In this approach, a conventional FVC is designed 
with relatively high output ripple to give fast settling time. 

The Sallen-Key filter architecture, used for the low-pass 
filter, was selected for low gain error. You can't include the 
filter in the feedback loop because the excessive phase-shift 
would cause instability. Since the filter must be added 
outside the integrator feedback loop, DC errors such as gain 
offset and offset drift add to the transfer function of the FVC. 

FILTERED FVC PERFORMANCE WITH BESSEL FILTER 

SETTLING RIPPLE RIPPLE 
f.lLTER 1-3dB (0.01%) (at 1.2kHZ) (at 400Hz) . 
ORDER (HZ) (ms) (mV) (mV) 

2 36 38 1 8 
3 '. 100 18 1 25 
4 165 17 1 59 
5 205 17 1, 134 

In the unity-gain Sallen-Key architecture, the op amps are 
connected as·voltage-followers so .gain error is negligible. 
You still must 'use• low-drift precision op amps to reduce 
offset and off set drift errors. · 
Other active fdters can be designed with easy-to;-use DOS
compatible programs available free of charge from Burr
Brow~equest the FilterPro™ fil~r design software. These 
programs make it easy to. design .a wide variety of practical 
Sallen-Key. Multiple Feedback (MFB), and State-Variable 
active filters up to tenth order. State-Variable active filters 
use the UAF42 monolithic Universal Active Filter which 
contains on-chip precision capacitors so that external capaci
tors are not required. 

The filtered FVC gives a good improvement in settling time. 
However, even with the complexity of a 3-pole filter, its 
perfonnance pales in comparison to the fast-settling FVC. 
Filtering, with. a 3-pole filter. can give 18ms settling to 
0.01% with less than lmV ripple at 1.2kHz. but ripple 
increases at lower frequencies. For comparison. the new 
fast-settling FVC, using the same ~. C, values, settles to 

. 0.01% iil 7.4ms with less than lmV ripple at any frequency. 

Then a high-order low-pass filter is added in series with the THE NEW FAST-SETTLING FVC 
FVC output to reduce the ripple. Instead of ~ing a filter in series with the output, the fast-
In the Figure 2 example, a vahie of 40kn was used for ~ to settling FVC uses a sample/hold amplifier inside the integra-
set a lOV full-scale output for a lOk.Hz inpuL A value of tor· feedback loop of the conventional FVC. One way to 
0.04µF is used for C, giving approximately 62SmV max think of the fast-settling FVC is as a conventional FVC with 
ripple. This is an arbitrary but adequate value to give excel- an adaptive N-pole filter in its feedback The order, N, of the 
lent linearity and a lOV full-scale outpuL Higher ripple adaptive filter approaches a very high value so that all 
would reduce the linear output range of the FVC because, at integrator. output ripple is '. removed 
full-scale output, the FVC must swing lOV plus approxi- regardless of input frequency. By comparison, the output 
mately one half the ripple voltage. ripple of the filtered FVC increases with decreasing fre-
There are many output filter possibilities for a filtered FVC. quency. Also, delay of the adaptive filter is low so that it can 
Because of its excellent pulse response a Bessel filter gives be included in the feedback loop to the integrator without 
the fastest settling of any standard filter type. The tables adversely affecting stability. This is not possible with a 
below show examples of FVC performance for Bessel filters conventional filter. With the filter included in the feedback 

. of order 2 through S. The 3-pole Bessel filter gives a good loop. DC ·filter errors (sample/hold errors) such as gain, 
settling-time complexity ttade-off. Figure 2 shows the con- offset, and offset drift are divided-down by the loop gain of 
ventional FVC with a 3-pole Sallen-Key Bessel filter. With the integrator amplifier to negligible levels. 
the filter f_:Jdll frequency set to lOOHz. ripple at l.2kHz is The fast-settling FVC is shown in Figure 3. For comparison 
below lmV and settling time to 0.01% is 18ms. Notice that to the filtered FVC, the same values are used for~ and C,. 
ripple increases dramatically _bel«;>w l.2kHz when higher- In theory. a smaller value could be used for C, in the fast-
order filters are used. · settling FVC for better settling time. Ripple at the output is 

eliminated by using a sample/hold to sample the VFC320 . mm• Burr-Brown IC Applications Handbook 415 
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integrator outpuL The only constraint on ripple voltage is 
that it must be within the linear output-swing range of 
integrator amplifier. Gain can be added in the sample/hold 
circuit to reduce the peak amplitude needed from the inte
grator output. In the filtered approach,' added gain would 
also gain-up the ripple. 

In the fast-settling FVC, the sample/hold acquires a feed
back signal from the integrator output ramp in approxi:. 
mately lµs so that the ripple of the ramp is translated ·to a 
higher frequency and substantially eliminated by a simple 
single-pole high-frequency filter, Rs, C5• The delay through 
the high-frequency filter is low enough so that it can also be 
included in the feedback loop. 

Since the sample/hold is in the feedback loop of the integra
tor, trigger timing is unimportant. The feedback loop auto
matically adjusts the relative level of the integrator output 
signal for proper alignment with the trigger pulse. 

The sample/hold circuit in Figure 3 is controlled by the 
SN74121 one-shot through a SN7406 open-collector in
verter connected as a level shifter. Pull-down resistor Rs is 
added at the output of the integrator amplifier to boost output 
drive to the sample/hold capacitor, C4• 

SN7406 

+15V 

Rr 
10k0 

Design of the sample/hold is greatly simplified because DC 
accuracy is unimportant. The complete sample/hold circuit 
consists of a common DMOS FET, Q1, hold capacitor, C4, 

and FET-ioput op amp, A1• High frequency sampling glitches 
are also filtered out by the Rs, C5 output filter. Since the 
glitch filter is also in the integrator feedback loop, associated 
DC errors are eliminated, and low DC output impedance is 
maintained 

Sample/hold gain is set to 2.0V N by R, and ~- The sample/ 
hold gain attenuates (by two) the maximum output excursion 
necessary from the VFC320 integrator output, allowing both 
a comfortable +IOV full-scale output from the FVC and a 
large ripple signal at the integrator output. 

Gain in the feedback loop of the integrator also increases 
slew rate and bandwidth. With a high slew-rate op amp used 
for A1, FVC slew rate is limited by the integrator op amp. 
Adding a gain of two in the feedback loop doubles the FVC 
slew rate. The actual sample/hold gain is not critical. Be
cause it is in the feedback loop, gain errors in the sample/ 
hold circuit do not affect the gain of the FVC or degrade its 
accuracy. 
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NOTE: (1) Siloconlx Typo SD2140E DMOS FET. 

FIGURE 3. Fast-Settling Frequency-to-Voltage Converter. This converter is formed by adding a sample/hold in the feedback loop 
of the conventional FVC. It can settle to 0.01 % in 7.4ms without ripple. Because the sample/hold is in the feedback 
loop, FVC precision is unaffected. 
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FAST-SETTLING FVC PERFORMANCE 

The fast-settling FVC has the same DC transfer function as 
the simple FVC, but with neglegable ripple at the output. 
Measured DC performance of the Figure 3 FVC circuit gave 
nonlinearity better than lOppm (better than 16 bits). 

The scope photo in Figure 4 shows the excellent small signal 
±1 V (actually +6V to +8V) output step response for the FVC 
with a 6kHz to 8kHz input frequency change. If phase 
margin were low, this signal would exhibit overshoot and 
ringing. 

Settling time of the fast-settling time FVC approximates that 
predicted by a single-pole system boosted by the gain in the 
feedback loop: 

T5 =ln (
1
:) •~•C3'GAIN 

Where: 

GAIN = Gain of sample/hold circuit in feedback loop 
of integrator [V N] 

With ~= 40kil, c; = 0.04µF, and GAIN= 2.0VN as shown 
in Figure 3, 7.4ms settling to 0.01 % is predicted The scope 
photo in Figure 5 shows good agreement between theoretical 
and measured settling time for a large signal +1.2V to +lOV 
output step due to a 1.2kHz to l0kHz input frequency 
change. The scope photo shows the residual error signal 
superimposed on the theoretical output signal. Each graticule 
division is approximately 0.01%. 

The circuit used to measure settling time is shown in Figure 
SA. A +1.2V to +lOV square wave is applied to the input of 

FIGURE 4. Small-Signal Step Response of the Fast
Settling FVC Shows Excellent Stability. 

--~ Burr-Brown IC Applications Handbook 

both a VFC and to a precision difference amplifier. This 
square-wave input is the theoretical output signal-shown 
as one of the two traces on the scope photo Figure 5. The 
VFC converts the input voltage square wave into a modu
lated TTL-level 1.2kHz to lOkHz frequency signal. The 
frequency signal feeds directly into the FVC under tesL The 
output of the FVC, ideally a delayed reproduction of the 
input square wave, feeds into the inverting input of the 
difference amplifier. The difference amplifier subtracts the 
FVC output from the VFC input. The output of the differ
ence amplifier, (FVC output)-(VFC input) is the residual 
error signal-shown as the second trace on scope photo 
Figure 5. For this method to work, the VFC must have small 
dynamic error compared to the FVC. The VFC used in these 
measurements was the Burr-Brown VFC320. 

Scope photo Figure 7 is a picture of a sine-wave modulated 
lkHz to 9kHz TTL-level (0V to SV) FVC input signal 
superimposed on the 1 V to 9V FVC outpuL This photo was 
taken by driving a 1 V to 9V sine-wave signal into the Figure 
SA test circuit and looking at the FVC input and output. At 
the lower lkHz frequency input, the steps between fre
quency input pulses can be seen on the sine-wave output 
showing excellent settling between pulses. 

DISCUSSING STABILITY 
OF THE FAST-SETTLING FVC 
Stability in sampled systems depends on sampling fre
quency. Since the sample/hold in the feedback loop of the 
fast-settling FVC is controlled by the input frequency, there 
is a minimum input frequency required to assure loop 

FIGURE 5. Settling Residue of the Fast-Settling FVC Con
firms 0.01 % Settling is Approximately 7.4ms. 
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1.2Vto 10V 
squaro-wave 
Input 

Voltage· 
-to

Frequenc:y 
Converter 

(VFC) 

1.2kHz to 1 OkHz 
frequoncy 
/".-_ 1.2V to 10V 

· F squaro-wavo 
Output Input ~':'cy output 

Vollago 
Converter 

(FVC) 

Precision 
Dlfferonce Amplifier 

FVC Sotllilg•Tlmo Test Cln:ult 

. NOTE: (1) Sott&ng•tlme orror signal (FVC Input) - (VFC Ou1put) 
see acope photo Figuro 6. 

FIGURE 5A FVC Settling-Time Measurement Circuit Used 
for Figure 5. · 

stability. As input frequency decreases, delay through the 
sample/hold increases thereby decreasing phase margin of 
the integrator loop. The feedback loop block diagram shown 
in Figure 6 gives a fairly accurate stability-criteria analysis. 
Phase margin of the loop is as follows: 

MARGIN= 180° - 90° -delay 1 - delay2 ~ delay, 

Where: -

·MARGIN=:=· p~ margin of.~ loop· . 
90° = phase delay of the ~. c;_ dominant pole · · 

delay1_ = delay of sample-hold switch, Q1• and hold 
capacitor; C, 

delay, = Tan-1(fuo • 2 • 1t • Rql • CJ -

delay2 = delay due to Rs, C5 output filter 

. delay2 = Tan-1(fuo • ~ • 1t • Rs• C,) 

delay,= delay due to sample period 

, 360 • fuo 
delay,= 

2 • flN 

f ua = unity-gain frequency of the overall integrator 
loop 

~UG = GAIN/(2 • 1t • ~ • C,) 
GAIN = gain of the sample/hold circuit in the feedback 

loop 

Solving for f IN, 

(See Equation Below) 

Where, in addition to previous definitions: 
Rq1 = On-resistance of sample/hold switch-transistor, 

Q,,[O] 

Substituting the values from Figure 3, and using 250 for 
Rq,. gives the following results: 

MARGIN F• 
(") (Hz) 

60 1200 
45 780 
30 600 
0 400 

For best pulse response and settling time the minimum input 
frequency should be l.2kHz for the Figure 3 circuit ex
ample. At input frequencies below 400Hz, the. loop will be 
unstable and ·the output will oscillate,or lock-up. · •· 

'• ~ ' 

-90°•Oain 
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FIGURE 6. This Integrator Feedback-Loop Block Diagram can be Used for Stability Analysis of the Fast-Settling FVC. 

FIGURE 7. Dual-Trace Scope Photo Showing Frequency
to-Voltage Converter 1 V to 9V Output for a 
lkHz to 9kHz TTL-Level Frequency lnpuL 

ThelnronnationprovldodherolnlaboUovodtoboroiablo;howovor,BURR·BROWNallGUII\Oanol'OllpOnal>BllyforlnaccuraclnoromlGGiono.BURR·BROWNllllGumoG 
no roaponal>Klly for tho uao ol lhls Information, and all uso of IUCh lnformalion ahall bo onllroly al tho usor'a own r!Gk. Prlcoa and apocilicallona an, albject to change 
wthout notlco.No patonl rigtu «liconseato arr, of tho cilCUlta doacribod horolnaro U\l)llodorgrantodto ant third party. BURR·BROWNdooa notauthorizo or warrant 
8ff/ BURR-BROWN product for UGO In llfo 814)1)0rl dovlcoa and/or aystoms. 
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Model Index 

Bulletins that feature the indicated Burr-Brown products are shown in boldface. Bulletins listed in 
normal typeface use the indicated product, but may not specifically feature it or explain its operation. 

Application Application 
Product Bulletln Page Prqduct Bulletln Page 

ACF2101 AB-048 365 INA102 ·· AB-008 49 
·AB-057 367 

INA103 AB-008 49 
AB-053 163 

ADC574 .AB-178 13 INA105 AB-008 49 
AB-009 122 

ADC603 AB-013 10 AB-015 57 
AB-175 42 AB-016 62 

ADC605 AB-069 18 
AB-067 187 
AB-075 172 

ADC614 AB-175 42 AB-085 105 

ADC774 AB-084 20 AB-087 104 
AB-165 380 

ADS574 AB-070 22 INA106 AB-008 49 
AB-178 13 AB-016 62 

ADS674 AB-178 13 AB-025 66 
AB-165 380 

ADS774 .AB-178 13 
AB-070 22 INA110 AB-008 49 

ADS7800 AB-175 42 INA114 AB-043 100 

ADS7804 AB-095 12 INA115 AB-042 96 

ADS7805 AB-095 12 INA117 AB-001 47 
AB-008 49 

ADS7806 AB-095 12 AB-010 52 

ADS7807 AB-095 12 AB-015 57 
AB-029 74 

ADS7808 AB-095 12 AB-165 380 

ADS8709 AB-095 12 INA120 AB-008 49 
ADS7810 AB-095 12 INA131 AB-042 96 

ADS7819 AB-095 12 AB-056 102 

BUF600 AB-049 318 1SO102 AB-047 109 

AB-190 270 AB-080 134 
AB-161 132 

BUF601 AB-188 266 
AB-192 282 1SO103 AB-047 109 

DSP101 AB-068 24 1SO100 AB-012 117 
AB-175 42 AB-079 138 

DSP102 AB-068 24 1SO106 AB-047 109 
AB-175 42 AB-080 134 

HPR117 AB-032 78 1SO107 AB-047 109 

INA101 AB-008 49 
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AppllcatJon Appllcatlon 
Product Bulletin Page Product Bulletin Page 

1SO113 AB-047 109 OPA445 AB-025 66 

1SO120 AB-009. 122 
AB-085 105 

AB-012 117 OPA502 AB-039 303 
AB-021 120 OPA512 AB-037 309 
AB-023 126 .A&,038 317 

•• 
1AB-047 109 

.AB-039 303 
AB-163 107 

1SO121 AB-012 117 
OPA541 AB-037 309 

'AB-021 120 OPA602 AB-023 126 
.' .AB-023 126 AB-047 109 

AB-040 413 OPA603 AB-007 228 ~y AB-047 109 
'AB-163 107 

AB-091 230 

1SO122 :AB-009 122 
OPA620 AB-013 10 

AB-012 117 OPA621 AB-091 230 
AB-023 126 

OPA623 AB-184 290 
. AB-024 128 
AS-032 78 OPA627 AB-007 228 
AB-041 87 · AB-022 225 

MPC100 .AB-049 318 AB-044 147 
AB-057 367 

MPY634 AB-083 329 AB-068 24 

OPA27 AB-087 104 OPA660 AB-053 163 
AB,-046 299 AB-183 · 249 
AB-161 132 · 'AB-188 266 

OPA101 AB-057 367 
AB-190 270 
AB-192 282 

OPA111 AB-028 194 OPA675 AB-092 297 
AS-057 367 
AB-064 186 OPA676 AB-093 157 
·AB-075 172 OPA678 AB-092 297 
AS-076 167 
AS-090 207 OPA1013 AB-033 89 
AB-165 380 AB-036 91 

OPA121 ·AB-064 186 
·AB-070 22 
AB-165 380 

OPA124 AB-057 367 
OPA2107 AB-057 367 

AS-064 186 

OPA128 AB~25 66 
OPA2541 AB-085 105 

AS-057 367 
AB-037 309 

AB-064 186 OPA2604 AB-051 217 
AB-075 172 OPA2662 AB-183 249 
Ae-011 182 AB-192 282 
AB-078 149 AB-184 290 

OPA129 AB-064 186 OPA2111 AB-028 194 

OPA1TT AB-025 66 ,AB-057 367 
AB-036 91 AB:.075 172 

OPA404 AB-025 66 OPT201 AB-061 379 
AB-057 367 PGA204 AB-042 96 
AB-075 172 

422 'Burr-Brown IC Applications Handbook rsm· 



Or, Call Customer Service at 1·800·548·6132 (USA Only) 
Application 

: Product 
Appllcatton 

Product Bulletin Page Bulletin Page 

PGA205 AB-042 96 SDM857KG AB-082 37 

PCM1700 AB-026 218 SHC5320 AB-060 324 

PCM1750 AB-026 218 UAF42 AB-035 349 
AB-047 109 AB-058 347 

,, 

AB-165 380 AB-062 334 

RCV420 AB-014 54. 
AB-071 363 

AB-018 64 VFC110 AB-066 409 
AB-032 78 

VFC320 AB-040 413 
AB-o41 87 
AB-165 380 XTA101 AB-032 78 

REF102 AB-002 320 
· AB-043 100 

AB-003 322 
AB-165 380 

AB-048 365 XTA103 AB-032 . ,79 
AB-087 104 AB-043 100 
AB-165 '380 

XTA104 AB-032 78 
REF200 AB-002 320 

XTA110 AB-043 100 
AB-025 66 
AB-o33 89 

AB-165 380 

AB-036 . 91 0804MC AB-037 309 
AB-165 380 

3650 ·AB-044 147 
REF10 'AB-003 322 3656 AB-078 149 
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Bur~Brown North American 
Distributor Sales Offices 

ALABAMA ILUNOIS NEVADA TEXAS 
Insight Electronlcs Insight Electronics (Nothem) Insight Electronics 
Huntsville, AL Schaumburg, IL Insight Electronics Austin, TX 
205-830-1222 708-885-9700 Sunnyvale, CA 512-331-5887 
800-677-7716 800-677-7716 408-720-9222 800-677-7716 

ARIZONA INDIANA 800-677-7716 Insight Electronics 

Insight Electronics Insight Electronics (Southem) Richardson, TX 

Tempe.AZ Schaumburg, IL Insight Electronics 214-783-0800 

602-829·1800 708-885-9700 San Diego, CA 800-677-7716 

800-677-7716 800-677-7716 619-587-1100 Insight Electronics 
800-677-7716 Sugartand, TX 

ARKANSAS LOUISIANA J.I.T.Supply 713-448-0800 
Insight Electronics Insight Electronics Brea,CA 800-677-7716 
Richardson, TX Richardson, TX 714-256-9100 North Star Electronics 214-783-0800 214-783-0800 
800-677-7716 800-677-7716 NEW MEXICO Carrollton, TX 

North Star Electronics North Star Electronics Insight Electronics 214-980-2999 

Carrollton, TX Carrollton, TX Tempe.AZ 800-882-6418 

214-980-2999 214-980-2999 602-829-1800 UTAH 
800-882-6418 800-882-6418 800-677-7716 Insight Electronics 

CALIFORNIA MAINE NEW YORK (Upstate) Englewood, CO 80112 

Insight Electronics Insight Electronics North Star Electronics 303-649-1800 

Sunnyvale, CA Burlington, MA Wilmington, MA 800-677-7716 

408-720-9222 617-270-9400 508-657·5155 WASHINGTON 
800-677-7716 800-677-7716 800-635-3724 Insight Electronics 

Insight Electronics North Star Electronics OHIO Kirkland, WA 

Westlake Village, CA Wilmington, MA Insight Electronics 206-820-8100 

818-707-2101 508-657-5156 Cleveland, OH 800-677-7716 

800-677-7716 800-635-3724 216-467-7526 WISCONSIN 
Insight Electronics MASSACHUSETTS 800-677-7716 Insight Electronics 
Irvine, CA Insight Electronics OKLAHOMA Schaumburg, IL 
714-727-3291 Burlington, MA Insight Electronics 708-885-9700 
800-677-7716 617-270-9400 Richardson, TX 800-677-7716 
Insight Electronics 800-677-7716 214-783-0800 WYOMING 
San Diego, CA North Star Electronics 800-677-7716 Insight Electronics 
619-587-1100 Wilmington, MA North Star Electronics Kirkland, WA 
J.I.T. Supply 508-657-5156 Carrollton, TX 206-820-8100 
Brea, CA 800-635-3724 214-980-2999 800-677-7716 
714-256-9100 

MINNESOTA 
800-882-6418 

COLORADO Insight Electronics OREGON CANADA 
Insight Electronics Edina, MN Insight Electronics SEMAO 
Englewood, CO 612-897-0464 Beaverton, OR Bumaby, British Colombia 
303-649-1800 800-677-7716 503-644-3300 604-451-3444 
800-677-7716 

MONTANA 800-677-7716 SEMAO 
CONNETICUT Insight Electronics PENNSYLVANIA Calgary, Alberta 
North Star Electronics Kirkland, WA North Star Electronics 403-252-5664 
Wilmington, MA 206-820-8100 Langhorne, PA SEMAO 
508-657-5155 800-677-7716 215-750-7733 Markham, Ontario 
800-635-3724 

NEW HAMPSHIRE RHODE ISLAND 905-475-3922 

GEORGIA Insight Electronics Insight Electronics SEMAD 
Insight Electronics Burlington, MA Burlington, MA Pointe Claire, Quebec 
Duluth,GA 617-270-9400 617-270-9400 514-694-0860 
404-717-8566 800-677-7716 800-677-7716 SEMAO 
800-677-7716 North Star Electronics North Star Electronics Ottawa, Ontario 

IDAHO Wilmington, MA Wilmington, MA 613-526-4866 
Insight Electronics 508-657-5156 508-657•5156 
Kirkland, WA 800-635-3724 800-635-3724 
206-820-8100 
800-677-7716 
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Burr-Brown North American 
Sales Offices and Sales Representatives 
BURR-BROWN CORPORATION INDIANA NEW HAMPSHIRE TEXAS 
PO Box 11400 LMOevoeCo. Burr-Brown Corporation Burr-Brown Corporation 
Tucson, AZ 85734 317-842-3245 617-229-0300 Burlington, MA 214-783-4555 Dallas, TX 
Telephone: 602-746-1111 Indianapolis, IN NEW JERSEY Development Technical 
Fast Product Info: IOWA J-8quare Marketing Sales, Inc. 
800-548-6132 Rep Associates Corporation 516-935-3200 Hicksville, NY 713·988-6546 Houston, TX 
Fax: 602-741-3895 31?-373-0152 Cedar Rapids, IA Delta Technical Sales UTAH 

ALABAMA KANSAS 215-957-0600 Hatboro, PA Front Range Marketing 

Rep, Inc. Hitec Cenlral, Inc. NEW MEXICO 801-288-2500 Murray, UT 

205-881·9270 Huntsville, AL 816-796-6684 Summit Sales VERMONT 

ALASKA 
Independence, MO 602-998-4850 Scottsdale, AZ Burr-Brown Cocporation 

Wilson Electronics Sales Team KENTUCKY NEW YORK (METRO AREA) 617-229-0300 Burlington, MA 

206-946-8016 Federal Way, WA LM Devoe Co. J-Square Marketing VIRGINIA 
317-842-3245 516-935-3200 Hicksville, NY Marklron, Inc. ARIZONA lnd~apolls, IN 301-251-8990 Rockville, MD Summit Sales NEW YORK (UPSTATE) 

602-998-4850 Scottsdale, AZ LOUISIANA Elcom Sales Inc. WASHINGTON 

ARKANSAS 
Burr-Brown Corporation 716-385-1400 Pittsford, NY Wilson 8eclronics Sales Team 

Burr-Brown Corporation 
'214-783-4555 Dallas, TX 315-685-8967 Syracuse, NY 206-946-8016 Federal Way, WA 

214-783-4555 Dallas, TX Development Technical NORTH CAROLINA WASHINGTON, D.C. 

CALIFORNIA 
. Sales, Inc. REP, Inc. Marklron, Inc. 

713-988-6546 Houston, TX 919-469-9997 Morrisville, NC 301-251-8990 Rockville, MD I Squared, Inc. 
408-988-3400 Santa Clara, CA MAINE 615-475-4105 Jefferson City, TN WEST VIRGINIA 

Burr-Brown Corporation 
Burr-Brown Corporation 

NORTH DAKOTA Versalron Inc. 
617-229-0300 Burlington, MA 

Eleclronic Sales Agency, Inc. 216-944-0082 Willoughby Hills, OH 818-991-8544 Agoura Hills, CA MARYLAND 
714-835-0712 Santa Ana, CA Marktron, Inc. 

612-884-8291 Bloomington, MN WISCONSIN 

COLORADO 301-251-8990 Rockville, MD OHIO Sumer, Inc. 

Sales Technology, Inc. Versatron Inc. 414-784-6641 Brookfield, WI. 

303-530-9409 Fort Collins, CO MASSACHUSETTS 216-944-0082 WiRoughby Hills, OH Electronic Sales Agency, Inc. 

CONNECTICUT 
Burr-Brown Corporation OKLAHOMA 612-884-8291 Bloomington, MN 

Burr-Brown Corporation 
617-229-0300 Burlington, MA Burr-Brown Corporation WYOMING 

617-229-0300 Burlington, MA MICHIGAN 214-783-4555 Dallas, TX Front Range Marketing 

DELAWARE 
Burr-Brown Corporation OREGON 801-288-2500 Murray, UT 
708-437-28n 

Delta Technical Sales Arlinglion Heights, IL Wilson 8ectronics Sales T earn 
215-957-0600 Hatboro, PA 206-946-8016 Federal Way, WA CANADA 

MINNESOTA Dynasty Components 
FLORIDA Beclronic Sales Agency, Inc. PENNSYLVANIA Ottawa, Ontario 
Marathon Technical Assoc. 612-884-8291 Bloomington, MN Delta Technical Sales 613-596-9800 
305-785-0072 Pompano, FL 215-957-0600 Hatboro, PA 
813-725-3199 Clearwater, FL MISSISSIPPI Versatron Inc. Vancouver, British Colombia 

407-S72-5n5 Orlando, FL Rep,lnc. 216-944-0082 Willoughby Hills, OH 
604-657-4433 

GEORGIA 
205-881-9270 Huntsville, AL 

RHODE ISLAND Calgary I Alberta 

Rep, Inc. MISSOURI Burr-Brown Corporation 403-560-1212 

404-938-4358 Tucker, GA Hilec Central, Inc. 617-229-0300 Burlington, MA Toronto, Ontario 

HAWAII 
314-291-5920 Bridgeton, MO 

SOUTH CAROLINA 416-672-59n 

Burr-Brown Corporation 816-796-6684 REP, Inc. Montreal, Quebec 
714-835-0712 Santa Ana, CA Independence, MO 

615-475-4105 Jefferson City, TN 514-843-1879 

IDAHO MONTANA 
SOUTH DAKOTA 

WIison Electronics Sales Team Front Range Marketing 
Electronic Sales Agency, Inc. 

206-946-8016 Federal Way, WA 801-288-2500 Murray, UT 
612-884-8291 Bloomington, MN 

ILUNOJS NEBRASKA TENNESSEE 
Sumer.Inc. Hitec Central, Inc. 

Rep, Inc. 816-796-6684 
708-991-8500 Independence, MO 615-475-4105 Jefferson City, TN 
Rolling Meadows, IL Rep, Inc. 
Hitec Central, Inc. NEVADA 205-881-9270 HuntsviUe, AL 
314-291-5920 Bridgeton, MO I Squared, Inc. 

Rep Associates Corporation 
408-988-3400 Santa Clara, CA 

319-373-0152 Cedar Rapids, IA Summit Sales 
602-998-4850 Scottsdale, AZ 
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Bur_.-.•rown .·lnternatio-'al 
Sales Office$. and, Sat,s Representatives 
BURR-BROWN CORPORATION GREECE PUERTO RICO 
International Sales Peter Carftato and Assoc. S.A. Marathon Technical Assoc. 

POBox11400 Athens (301) 90201'15 Mayaguez (809) 831-4050 
Tucson, AZ 85734 

HONG KONG SINGAPORE 
Telephone (1) 602-746-1111 Schmidt & Co. (H.K.) ltd. Serial System Pte. Ltd. 
Fax (1) 6Q2-741-3895 Wanchai (852) 507 0222 Singapore (65) 280-0200 
T e!ex 066-6491 BURRBROWN A TU 

Jetronlc T echno!ogy Ltd. SLOVENIA 
AUSTRALIA Aberdeen (852) 873-2810 I & R Electronic 
Kenelec Ply. Ltd. Ljubljana (38) 61 222007 
V'ICloria (61) 3 560-1011 HUNGARY 

AUSTRIA . 
-Siex Beklronikelemente SOUTH AFRICA 
Zimdorf, Germany (49) 911 60-7014 Advanced Semiconductor 

Burr-Brown Resemch Gesm.b.H. Devices (Ply) Ltd. 
V'ienna (43) 1 602 63 71 INDIA 

Oriole Services & Consultants 
Johannesburg (27) 11 444-2333 

BELGIUM Pvt Ltd. SOUTH KOREA Micro!ink N.V. 
Brussels (32) 2 5218650 Bombay (91) 22 511 3621 KML Corporation 

BRAZIL ISRAEL 
~I (82) 2 595-9101 

Aplicacoes Bectronicas Gallium Electronk:s (1986) Ltd. SPAIN 
Artfmarltda. Ramat-Hasharon - Unltronics, S.A. 
Sao Paulo (55) 11 231-0277 (972) 3 5402242 Madrid (34) 1 5425204 

CANADA ITALY SWEDEN 
£>inas(y Components Burr-Brown· lnl S1 J. BexabSWedenAB 
Ottawa, Ontario Milano (39)'2 580 10504 Taeby (46) 8 6308800 
613-596-9800 

CHILE 
JAPAN SWITZERLAND 
Burr-Brown Japan Ltd. Burr-Brown AG 

lnstrumentacion y Controles Atsugi (81) 462 48 4695 Rueschfikon Santiago (56) 2 225 1848 Osaka (81) 6 305 3287 (41) 1 7240928 
CHINA Nagoya (81) 52 775 6761 

TAIWAN Schmidt & Co. (H.K.) Ltd. Tokyo (81) 33 586 8141 
Alpha Precision Wanchai (852) 5070222 MALAYSIA Instrumentation Corp. 

COLOMBIA Serial System Pte. Ltd. Taipei (886) 2 508-3066 
lnstrumenlacion ltda. . Singapore (65) 280-0200 
Bogota(57) 16121313 MEXICO 

New Mercury Industrial Corp. 

DENMARK Borda, SA. de c.v: Taipei (886) 2 397-5565 

PrescomNS Mexico City TURKEY 
Lynge (45) 42189800 (52)5 7031751 Inter Muhenaislik, 

Danlsrnanlik ve Ticaret A.S. 
FINLAND NETHERLANDS Istanbul (90) 1 349 9400 
PeralOy Burr-Brown International B.V. 
Hyvinkaa (358) 14 434600 Maarssen (31) 3465 50204 UNITED KINGDOM 

I'"''.. Burr-Brown Int. Ltd. 
FRANCE NEWZEALAND Watford (44) 923 ~ 
Burr-Brown International S.A. Enertec Services Ltd. 
LeChesnay Auckland (64) 9 479-2377 . VENEZUELA 
(33) 1 39 54 35 58 Autotrol T emologia CA 
Lyon (33) 78 64 09 77 NORWAY 'Caracas (58) 2 2~ 1-6214 
Toulouse (33) 61 40 03 06 Hefro Elektronikk NS 

GERMANY 
Oslo (47) 22 67 68 00 

Burr-Brown Int. GmbH POLAND 
Fildelstadt (49) 71117040 Delta Tech 
Bremen (49) 421 25 39 31 Warsaw (48) 22 465370 
DOsseldorf (49) 21 54 84 45 

PORl\JGAL Erlangen (49) 91 31 2 40 36 
Frankfurt (49) 61 54 8 20 81 lbertronics, LOA 

MOnchen (49) 89 61 77 37 Amadora (34) 1542504 
BU!!!!•-,C9 
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Burr-Brown Corporatio n 

Street Address: 
6730 S. Tucson Blvd. 
Tucson, AZ 85706 

Mailing Address: 
P.O. Box 11400 
Tucson , AZ 85734-1400 

Tel: (602) 746-1111 ·· 
Twx: 910-951 -1 l l l 
Cable: BBRCORP 
Telex: 066-6491 

~: ... 
... 

For Immediate product :inf9rmation, 
contact you r local Burr-Brown 
sales representative, 
or call (USA only) 
Toll-Free 1-800-548-6132. 
Fax: ( 602) 7 41-3895 
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